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DATES TO
REMEMBER:
MARCH 28, 2016
PACE Testing
MARCH 29, 2016
Concert Grades 1 & 2
6:30 pm
MARCH 31, 2016
Fifth graders visiting
Centennial Middle School
APRIL 1, 2016
SOM Assembly 9:30
Pennies for Patients
Basketball Game 1:00
APRIL 4-10, 2016
SPRING BREAK
No School
APRIL 13, 2016
Late Start—10:30
APRIL 19, 2016
McTeacher’s Night 5-7
Argonne McDonald’s
APRIL 26, 2016
Class Picture Day
APRIL 27, 2016
Late Start—10:30

March 23, 2016

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Family and Friends of Orchard Center Elementary,
Spring has arrived! March is a very busy month for teaching, learning, and enjoying school at
Orchard Center Elementary! I want to feature some upcoming events.
Kindergarten registration started on March 1st. Please make sure to register your Kindergartener
for next fall, and ask your neighbors to do the same. Early registration helps us get a clear picture
of how many Kindergarten students we need to prepare for and helps us with staffing. Speaking
of Kindergarten, as you may have heard, West Valley is excited to be opening a Kindergarten
Center at Millwood School. You can register your child at Orchard Center and we will then share
the registration with Millwood School for you. This is a wonderful and exciting opportunity!
Our annual Pennies for Patients fundraiser is in full swing! The funds, collected during a threeweek period this month, benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Everyone who participates
is a winner! Students have already raised enough money to earn a fresh baked cookie by our resident baker, Ms. Everett, and have also earned an all school pajama day on Friday, March 25th!
On March 31st, our 5th grade students will make their way to Centennial Middle School for a visit
as the launch of their transition to middle school. We will bus the students to CMS, take a tour,
listen to ASB speeches, and even have lunch. This is an exciting day and one that they really look
forward to.
Please take some time to enjoy the changing weather around our community. Flowers have begun to bloom, the trees are starting to bud, and there are signs of spring everywhere you look. I
hope you can find some time to get outdoors with your family.
Lastly, I want to thank each of you for coming in to meet and partner with us during parentteacher conferences. This is such an important time to work together to support our OC Cougars. By working together, we make Orchard Center a strong and supportive environment for
each and every child.

APRIL 27, 2016
Family STEM Night

Enjoy the extra hours of daylight and, as always, thank you for sharing your children with us!

MAY 3, 2016
Author Kenn Nesbitt
Visit to OC

Barb Knauss

MAY 11, 2016
Late Start—10:30
MAY 12, 2016
WVSD Block Party
High School 5-8 pm
MAY 17, 2016
Kindy Concert 6:30 pm
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DR. SEUSS READ ACROSS AMERICA!
On Tuesday, March 1st, in celebration of Read Across
America and Dr. Seuss’ birthday, Rotary generously donated funds for every Orchard Center student to take
home two books for their home libraries. The students
and staff at OC are extremely grateful for Rotary’s involvement in helping to promote reading in our school
community. We asked a few of our students about the
books they chose.
Joey McCormick, a third-grader from Mrs. Stoykos’ class chose Who Will Win: Tarantuala vs Scorpion and Who Will
Win: Komodo Dragon vs. King Cobra. “I like animal books because animals are nature and I like nature. I thought all
of the animals were awesome. I learned that the Komodo Dragon and King Cobra are both reptiles and they both stick out their tongues!”
Noah Robles, a fourth-grader in Mrs. MacDonald’s class picked a Flat Stanley book. I
like Flat Stanley books because they are filled
with humor and it’s cool how he can be sent
through the mail. I also got Badger vs Wolverine.
I like the Who Would Win books because they
are full of amazing scientific facts.
Abigail Swatzell from Mr. Maloney’s fourth grade class said, “I picked Agent
Amelia: Hypno Hounds and Clementine: Friend of the Week. I like accurate books
about girls.”

MUFFINS FOR MOM DONUTS FOR DAD!
On Friday, February 26th, OC had it’s annual “Muffins for Mom, Doughnuts for Dad’ event as part of Read Across America and our Dr. Seuss celebration. OC students told us about the fun they had that day.
Thomas Rogers, a fifth-grader in Mrs. MacDonald’s class, said “I got a chocolate bar and my dad got a maple bar. I picked
The Cat in the Hat to read with my dad. We took turns. I picked The Cat in the Hat because that’s one of Doctor Seuss’ first
books and it’s so original. We also read In a People House. I liked that one a lot because it just kept going and going!”
Nimerah Glover, from Mrs. Schweda’s Kindergarten, read One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish with her mom. Nimerah
said, “That book looked fun. And I had a brown doughnut!”
Ava Adams from Mrs. Cebriak’s First Grade Class, said “My mom got a muffin and I got a yummy chocolate-covered
doughnut. My favorite part was walking around the halls with my mom looking at all the Dr. Seuss doors. They were all so
good!”
Ronan Smith, also in Mrs. Cebriak’s class really liked the event. “I got a cinnamon roll and my mom got a maple bar. We
read The Cat in the Hat. I took turns reading pages with my mom. It was really fun!”

WHERE ARE THE WHALES?
Ms. Williams’ class has been learning about ‘informational writing,’ and how it differs from fiction. Informational writing is
usually nonfiction writing, commonly used in encyclopedias and books about subjects (sharks, for instance). It doesn’t have a
setting, characters, or a plot, but instead informs the reader about a subject. Text features such as captions, headings, and
maps are often used to help the reader learn about that subject.
In order to practice what they had learned, we initiated a study of whales: blue whales, orcas, belugas, sperm whales, and
grey whales. The students have been doing research to find out 1) what does it look like, 2) where does it live, 3) what does
it eat, and 4) other interesting facts. They’ve watched videos from Blue Planet, Frozen Planet and World Book. Their final project was to compile their notes into a report and draw a picture. As you can see from the pictures, they turned out great!

FIFTH GRADE REP CHOSEN
On Friday, March 18th, fifth-graders Jaida Richter, Rochelle Rogers-Svoboda, and Addisen Palmer gave speeches to their
peers in the OC cafeteria. They were campaigning for the opportunity to serve as a sixth-grade representative next year at
Centennial Middle School. All three girls gave excellent speeches as they shared their best leadership qualities with the other fifth-grade students. After tallying the votes, Jaida Richter won, and she will give her speech to all district fifth graders
as they visit CMS on March 31st.
After finding out she had won the election, Jaida said, “I felt really good when I found out that I won, but also kind of
nervous, and a little weird, because this is the first time I’ve run for office. I think I can do a good job as a representative
next year. I like helping students. I like doing anything I can to help make someone happy and comfortable. I actually like
presenting to large groups.” Then Jaida added with a big smile, “I have a loud voice so people can hear me!”
Candidate Addisen Palmer said she was disappointed she didn’t win the election, but she plans to continue pursuing leadership opportunities. When asked if she might run for a different office at Centennial, Addy responded, “I’ll run for anything!” Candidate Rochelle Rogers-Svoboda was also very positive about the experience. When informed that each class
at Centennial has a representative, Rochelle said, “I plan to run for that! I want to stay involved!” Good luck to Jaida in
the election on March 31st and good luck to Addy and Rochelle as they also pursue leadership opportunities in our school
community.

APRIL IS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
Orchard Center is excited to celebrate Autism Awareness during the month of April. Autism is a developmental disability that affects how a person communicates with, and relates
to, other people. It’s a spectrum condition. This means that, while all
people with Autism share certain difficulties, their condition will affect
them in different ways. West Valley’s elementary Autism program is
located at Orchard Center and helps teach our students with Autism
social and emotional regulation skills in a variety of settings. Please
keep an eye out for our Autism awareness information throughout our school during the
month of April!

PTG NEWS
Parents – thank you sooooo much for all your hard work selling candy bars this year!
We raised $4,024 toward our new playground equipment! Great job Cougar Families!
The top seller, Angel Bristlin, received a five pound candy bar. The next three top
sellers all received a one pound candy bar. Congratulations to the Anderson Girls
(Violet & Chelsea) in second place, Hailey Hoover in third place and Willow
McLaughlin in fourth place! Congratulations to all of you for being top sellers!
Our next PTG meeting will be held on Monday, April 11th at 6:00 pm. Please bring ideas for a
spring time family night! McTeacher Night will be held on Tuesday, April 19th from 5:00 —
7:00 pm at the Argonne McDonald’s. Please come and support our school!
We are having a very special visit by children’s author, Kenn Nesbitt, on Tuesday, May 3rd. More information will follow!
Last but not least, we are looking for volunteers to help put a Talent Show together. One of
our OC mom’s has graciously volunteered to help lead us in this project but we will need some
help to make this happen. If you would like to be a part of this fun activity, please email us at
ocptg@hotmail.com.

SPOKANE CHIEFS PLAYOFF TICKETS
School night playoff tickets are available for the Tuesday, March 29th and Wednesday, March 30th Spokane
Chiefs vs the Royals hockey games at 7:00 pm both evenings. The lower level seats are $14 per ticket
and the upper level tickets are $11. This offer is open to students, faculty, their friends and families.
Please contact Bri Joseph with the Spokane Chiefs to order tickets. Call (509) 328-0450, Ext. 318. Tickets must be purchased before 4:00 pm on game day. Tickets will be left in “Will Call” under the
parent’s last name! Come if you can!

LEPRECHAUN TRAPS
The students in Mrs. Andres’ first/second grade combo class recently made leprechaun traps for St. Patrick’s Day. Students wrote detailed “how to” directions for
making their traps. Writing directions in a careful sequence is part of their writing curriculum. No leprechauns were caught, but there were some close calls. Some leprechauns left treats behind for the students. Some leprechauns also left notes in which
they complimented the students on being so clever. We interviewed two trap makers,
Kaylee Cooley and Lilly Miller.
Kaylee described the process in making her leprechaun trap. “First I took a box. It
was my baby brother’s diaper box. I put a huge piece of green paper over it to cover
the diaper stuff. I cut two holes for the slide for gold. I put a rainbow on it, too, and clouds made of cotton balls and a
rainbow made of pipe cleaners. It was really fun making it with my mom and dad, and my little brother Zander was there,
but he didn’t help because he’s less than a year old.”
Lilly described how her leprechaun trap actually works. “My mom and I worked together to make the trap. The way my
leprechaun trap works is like this….The leprechaun climbs a little ladder, and then he falls through a hole that I cut out.
He can’t get back out because there is a net to trap him.”
Traps were put on display on the stage in our cafeteria for students and staff to examine and enjoy. Students were allowed
to vote for their favorite trap. Winners will be announced in our next newsletter.

THANK YOU SCHOOL BOARD!

Congratulations to community
volunteer Mel Weidner for receiving the “Above and Beyond”
award at the Board Meeting. Mel
has volunteered in our cafeteria
for the past seven years. He is our
“Resident Grandpa” and our OC
children are always happy to see
his friendly face! Thank you Mel
for being such a great volunteer!

The West Valley School District School
Board held their meeting at Orchard Center
on Wednesday, March 9th at 11:30 am.
They were treated to a presentation about
our new PBIS program by the following
students; Larayia Warren, Violet Anderson,
Angel Bristlin, Aneti Viyoleti, Cherokee
Monnin, Chloe Christensen and Mason
Lochten.

Students showed the Board Members
our Cougar Paw Menu with all kinds of
choices they can turn their Cougar
Paws in for. Some examples are a
Dairy Queen lunch with Mrs. Knauss
for 30 Cougar Paws, use your teacher’s
chair for 15 Cougar Paws and for 20
Cougar Paws you can eat lunch in your
classroom with a friend! The students
also gave each Board Member a sample
of our new Flip Chart for playground
expectations based on Kelso’s Choice.

THIRD GRADE WAX MUSEUM!
Miss Corning’s class has been busy, working
hard, conducting a research report and project on endangered species. From the South
China Tiger to the Armadillo, Miss Corning’s students have truly become experts on
their animals. As researchers they have
learned about their habitat, diet, adaptations,
offspring, endangerment and most of all
what people are doing already, or can do
now, to help save these wonderful animals.
“Our overall goal is to teach everyone we can about
these amazing creatures and save them from extinction!” said Ashlyn (aka the Honeybee) as she
rehearsed for the Wax Museum. The students then held their very own Wax Museum, where people passing by could stop,
push their button, and watch them come to
life as an endangered animal! Thank you to
all who participated! We sure hope you
learned a lot just as we did!

