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The second month
of school is upon us
and we now launch
year two of our little
school in East San
José. As we gathered for our first
morning assembly
of the year, we didn’t seem so little with more
than 250 students crowded into the cafeteria.
We had to borrow chairs from classrooms
down the hall! It was great fun see all these
faces ready for a brand new year.
Also brand new is our first annual Rey of Hope
Scholarship lunch at the Rotary Summit Center
on November 5. We will proudly showcase
some of our students and parents so you can
meet who you are supporting here at Cristo
Rey. I’m excited to be able to tell as many people as possible in person about the good work
that is happening.

Last month we welcomed
250 students back from our
version of summer! June
and July were filled with
our Summer Bridge Program for our 9th graders
and a range of activities for
our 10th graders, including
eye-opening immersion and
backpacking trips, AP World History Work Shops,
and classes at Bellarmine College Prep.

for our team that continues to do a fantastic job supporting students to make these extraordinary gains!

Our Freshman Class performed amazingly at the
Summer Bridge Program as they were trained for
work and accelerated academically. In just five
weeks, students on average grew over a grade level in
Math, a grade level in Reading, and half a grade level
in English Language Arts. I remain extremely grateful

In gratitude,

So, year two is here and we are blessed to be
doing the good work God has put before us.

		Joe Albers
		Principal

Blessings-

Our seven-classroom building is popping at the
seams this year as the construction is ongoing to expand our facility. We are very pleased to have met
our enrollment target to serve as many students as
possible with the outstanding education at Cristo Rey.
We look forward to another exciting school year getting one step further to having students go off to college in the fall of 2018!

At my old school, I failed Algebra and was embarrassed because I had never failed a class before. At
Cristo Rey, I grew from Algebra to Geometry during
summer. It taught me that just because I fail, that
doesn’t mean that I will never pass. It made me
realize that I can do more than I thought. 		
			-- Julian Garcia, Class of 2019

We have surpassed our half-way campaign
goal of $7.5 million and are ready to begin on
the second phase. Construction is starting on
our new classroom and administration building! Barry Swenson Builder is in charge of the
job, and the goal is to have it ready this time
next year when our enrollment will increase by
another 125 students.

Peter Pabst, SJ
President

The results are in!
On average, the class of 2018 students
grew at a rate 4x the national averages
in Math, Reading and ELA.

In just one year students grew over two
grade levels, across subjects, to reach
10th grade levels.

In their uniforms – they are ready for work
STUDENTS THRIVE IN THIS UNIQUE PROGRAM
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Coming off a
highly successful inaugural
year, in
which 29 sponsors provided valuable work study
experiences for 134 Cristo Rey freshmen, the Corporate Work Study Program
(CWSP) spent this summer preparing for
an exciting year two. During our five-week
Summer Bridge Program, the CWSP team
welcomed 125 members of the class of
2019 with daily classes designed to transform them into productive, efficient and
professional young employees this fall.

Professionalism, communication, and
working with computer and keyboard,
Microsoft Office applications, and office
equipment are just some of the skills and
expertise the students have acquired.
They are ready for work!
The Summer Bridge Program culminated in a job fair here at the school. Each
student prepared their own resume and
donned their uniforms for the first time as
they met with about 20 of our corporate
sponsors. Both sponsors and students
had a chance to interview one another to
guide the job placement process.

2015 - 2016 Corporate Sponsors
DEDICATED TO SHAPING FUTURES AND CREATING OPPORTUNITIES

Invest in our future by
investing in theirs!
As we look forward to serving
an additional 130 students for
the 2015-2016 year, we are in
need of more corporate sponsors
dedicated to shaping futures and
creating opportunities.
Become a Work Study Sponsor
Already a Sponsor? Thank you!
Please, consider adding more students to your sponsorship.

Contact Matt Bell
Work Study Director and COO
matt.bell@cristoreysj.org
408-293-0425 ext. 104

We are proud
to welcome our
new sponsors!

THANKS FOR CO
NTIN
TO SPONSOR US UING
!

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
Los Angeles Immersion Trip Teaches Students
What it Means to Be Part of a Com-

College Campus Tours
St. Mary’s College
and the University of
California at Berkeley
overnight trip
The Work Study Team took the freshmen
on an overnight trip to St. Mary’s College
and the University of California at Berkeley.
For most, it was their first trip to a college
campus. At St. Mary’s, we took tours, heard
inspiring words from Brother Dominic, and
listened to important admissions information. At UC Berkeley, we also took tours of
the campus and got to tackle their famous
ropes course. A great, and informative, time
was had by all!

The college trip inspired me because I’ve always wanted to go to
college because my family doesn’t
have much money and I want to
be successful to help my family.
The trip gave me something to
look forward to.

This past summer, 12 students
and two teachers participated in
Cristo Rey’s first ever Los Angeles
Immersion Trip. The goal of the
trip was to examine what it means
to be part of a community, to look
at how people are marginalized,
and what we can do to help overcome people losing their dignity.
The group traveled to Los Angeles for 5 days where they mostly
worked on Skid Row.
The students served meals at the
Midnight Mission and the Union
Rescue Mission. The group also
visited the Holocaust exhibit at
the Museum of Tolerance and
Dolores Mission Parish. During
a tour of Loyola Marymount University, students dreamed of their
futures and how they can combat injustices in our world. The
final stop of the trip was at the
world-renowned gang intervention program, Homeboy Industries. Students were delighted to
meet the founder, Fr. Greg Boyle
SJ, as they ate brunch. Sophomore Daisy Rodriguez reflects on
her experience below
The LA immersion trip was
a unique experience where I
learned that just because you
don’t see a problem, doesn’t
mean that it’s not there. I don’t

think anything could have prepared me to see the amount of
homelessness in the streets of
Los Angeles. I was shocked at the
amount of people that lived on
Skid Row, and I couldn’t believe
that it was the same city where
celebrities drove around happily.
It didn’t make sense as to why
there was such a large gap. While
serving at the soup kitchens, I
learned that people who live on
the streets or in shelters deserve
the same respect as anybody
else. Despite what people may
think about those who are homeless, I met several people who
were very friendly and thanked
us for taking time to go and serve
them a hot meal. It was those
people that made me realize the
effect our actions could have on
others. We had made someone’s
day by simply giving them a pastry and a big smile.
At school we are constantly told
to be men and women for others,
and after the trip to LA, I discovered new things about what
that means. One thing that ¬¬¬I
learned during this immersion trip
is that most of the people we met
just wanted to feel included in society. The ex-gang members that
worked at Homeboy industries

most
likely
felt
like
they
were
part
of something bigger when they
had their own job and were able
to contribute to their families.
Similarly, some of the homeless
had been living as outcasts for
years, so they probably felt a bit
of joy when we talked to them
and told them how far we had
traveled to serve them. I think
that being men and women for
others means using your values
and skills to help make someone else’s life a little better.We
worked hard so that everything
ran smoothly and people would
receive a nice meal. By acknowledging that they were worth the
time and effort, I feel like they
began to believe that that they
had the same human dignity as
any other person, regardless of
who they were. The trip to Los
Angeles helped me understand
the importance of community in
our society.
--Sophomore Daisy Rodriguez

-- Adrian Godoy, Class of 2019

We could
sure use
your help...

JOIN THE FAMILY
By donating to Cristo Rey educational
programs and operations, or by donating
your time and talents, you make dreams
into realities.
Use the envelope or visit us online to donate.

SHARE

Share your Cristo Rey story with family
and friends and help our Cristo Rey
community grow. Every “one” who
shares Cristo Rey with someone opens
another door to advancing equal education and life changing experiences
for generations to come.

Come for a tour

We offer tours of the school if you
would like firsthand experiences of
our kids and buildings. Let me know!
I’m Shelby Saso and you can contact
me at shelby.saso@cristoreysj.org
(408) 605-7704

We couldn’t do it without you…

DONOR SPOTLIGHTS

True supporters of innovative education

BJ and BeBe Cassin
Brendan J. “BJ” Cassin is recognized as one of
Silicon Valley’s greatest technology leaders and
venture capitalists, but the accomplishment

he is most proud of, second to wife and family,
is his commitment to educating economically
disadvantaged children to assure they receive a
high-quality education and Catholic faith-based
learning to advance their opportunities and
successes in life.

BJ believes that exposing students to a
professional work world reinforces the importance of education is and encourages
students to achieve academic goals that
will prepare them for college and beyond.

In 2000, BJ and his wife, BeBe, founded the
Cassin Educational Initiative, after visiting two
innovative Catholic schools, in Chicago, that
serve low-income students; the San Miguel
Middle School and the Cristo Rey Jesuit High
School. The Cassins helped to identify cities,
across the country, where these school programs would benefit inner-city youth and made
a substantial financial investment in the cause.

BJ embodies Cristo Rey’s mission of being a
man for others. He is an accomplished leader
committed to a lifelong pursuit of learning, faith
and justice, not only for himself and his family,
but more importantly for inner-city children.
Without schools like Cristo Rey, these underserved youth would not likely seek advanced
educational opportunities and become the
leaders of tomorrow.

Giving students a crack at the work force
co-founder of Adobe Software Systems and Mrs.
Geschke as an educator, activist and committed
volunteer. Together, Chuck and Nancy have set a
high standard of respect and acceptance in the
workplace and the community at large.

financial support to multiple causes, including
education, through their family foundation. Cristo
Rey is the fortunate recipient of The Geschkes
generosity. “It is so important that we have a well
educated work force, said Mrs. Geschke.

Charles and Nancy Geschke

With regard to the workplace, Geschke will quickly
share that Adobe is not your average tech company. We believe that you “treat each individual with
whom you interact as you would like to be treated.”
Last year, Cristo Rey students benefited and thrived
while working at Adobe, thanks to Adobe mentors
who practice what Mr. Geschke preaches.

“The expectation is that we will be one
million people short of what will be needed for the work force, in five years…Cristo
Rey sets the standard for educating youth
to be prepared for these jobs, giving them
a crack at the work force early on.”

Charles and Nancy Geschke have made an indelible mark on Silicon Valley - Mr. Geschke as the

The Geschkes live out this same principle in their
personal lives. They contribute their time and

A greater endorsement Cristo Rey could not ask for!

(MESSAGE FROM OUR EDITOR: We sincerely apologize for omitting these generous donors in our last newsletter. We are so grateful for their contributions!
Mary and Doug Aumack, Marcia and Chris Reidell, Barbara and Arnold Silverman

#WAYS TO GIVE

Cristo Rey San José provides a college-prep education to
students who have limited educational options. Here are some
of the ways that you can help support our mission:
• Gifts of Cash
• Transfer of Stock
• Planned Giving
• Gifts of Appreciated Securities

• Wills
• Insurance
• Charitable Gift Annuities

Note: Cristo Rey High School is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional financial services. If legal advice or other expert assistance is needed, please seek the professional services of an attorney or certified public accountant. If you have any specific questions about the Planned Giving program at Cristo Rey High School, visit www.cristoreysanjose.org

Cristo Rey’s Capital Campaign

WE’RE GROWING!

Cristo Rey San José Capital Campaign

shout out to
our builder!

Cristo Rey San José is at a critical juncture.
Interest in our program is rising. More than 130 young adults were welcomed into the freshman class of 2014, and now we
have 250 freshmen and sophomores. Each year, we will add 130 more until we reach over 500 students, making the need
to grow and expand even more clear.

We are over half
way there!
Center for Collaboration and
Individualized Learning
$7.5 million
Multi-Purpose Pavilion
$5 million
Educational Programs
and Operations
$2.5 million
What we need:
$15 million

Raised to Date!
$8.87 million

What are they most excited about? A new Gym!
“Students and teachers are looking forward to
growing together as a community. Our school is
not just innovative in how we teach academically,
but socially and spiritually as well. A new academic
building will allow us to push the boundaries of
what is possible with blending research-based educational pedagogy and technology. Our health and
wellness program, along with our many athletes,
will thrive with a proper facility to enhance their
physical well-being and community-building. I’m
extremely excited to give our students the absolute
best, and I’m confident that your contribution will
bring them closer to college and beyond!”

“At our middle schools, we didn’t have a gym and now
we are at a high school that doesn’t have one either. We
feel that a gym is the missing piece in the complete high
school experience and we can’t wait to have a space for
our volleyball games, rallies, and other events that bring
us closer together as a school.”
- Representatives of the Girl’s Volleyball Team

- Francisco Castillo
Blended Learning Specialist / English Support Teacher

JOIN US IN OUR EFFORTS TO SUPPORT LIFE CHANGING EDUCATION
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. Any and all donations can and will bring us closer to creating a sustainable
facility that will make the dream of college a reality for generations of students.

Non Profit Org

#1561

1390 Five Wounds Lane, San Jose,CA 95116

www.cristoreysanjose.org

the school !
that works
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An Hour’s Journey…
A LIFETIME OF HOPE
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REY OF HOPE
Scholarship Luncheon

To benefit Cristo Rey San José Jesuit High School’s
Adopt a Scholar Program

Thursday, November 5th, 2015
12 noon - 1 p.m.
Rotary Summit Center • 88 South 4th St • San Jose

For more information contact:
Shelby Saso

(408)605-7704

shelby.saso@cristoreysj.org

“We will proudly showcase some
of our students so you can meet
who you are supporting here at
Cristo Rey. I’m excited to be
able to tell as many people as
possible in person about the
good work that is happening!”
-- Fr. Peter Pabst

