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principal’s message
In the spirit of this blessed season of joy and hope
our campus takes on the mantle of Christmas with
decorations and lighted trees adorning hallways and
classrooms, video announcements are sprinkled with the
colors and themes of the season, and songs of Christmas
can occasionally be heard echoing off the bricks in
the historic building. But for me, by far the experience
that has most transported me into the true spirit of the
season came as I recently stood in Mission plaza on a
cool evening listening to Christmas carols being sung by
Mission College Prep students, Patricia Clark, Katie Cole,
Grace Emmons, Lani Krossa, Sage Pera, Caleigh Poeschel,
Caden Wemple, Sam Wetzel, and Bella Yaguda. I’ve
always been moved by the music that surrounds this time
of year but, it was absolutely stunning to see our students
out in this community, with the backdrop of the Mission
filling the plaza with the message of Christ’s coming. I
listened to the words and watched the little children who
came with their parents to see the Plaza tree lit playing
on the steps as the words of hope and inspiration filled
our ears. It was a great reminder of what it is that we are
celebrating, the mystery of the Word made flesh in Christ
Jesus. “Joy to the World!”
Another celebration of the arts from this past month
was in store for those fortunate enough to see our fall
production of Beauty and the Beast, Jr. which enjoyed
an incredible run where all six shows sold out. We saw
an outstanding cast and tech crew of over 30 students
sharing their time and talent, but what you may not have
realized is that the entire production was directed by

one of our senior students, Maile Raventos. It is a hallmark
of the MCP experience that we try to place the young
women and men in our care into circumstances which call
for them to actually lead their peers. By putting students
in charge with adults as their guides, these young people
develop the tools necessary for their future as the men
and women who will transform this community and the
world. The fall play was a wonderful example but it is, by
no means isolated. The next time your student returns
home from a dance or a rally, or the Kairos retreat, or the
Powder-Puff Football game, or the countless other student
events, their experience was almost certainly designed and
led by the students at MCP.
Even after twenty-two years in education it still comes
as a surprise to me the seemingly quick arrival of the
end of the first semester of the ‘17-’18 Academic Year,
a semester filled with growth, challenges, promise, and
student success! The season of Advent is once again upon
us. These next four weeks mark the first season of the new
Church year when we prepare our hearts for the birth of
Christ and the Christmas season which follows. Just as the
generations of the faithful waited for the coming of the
promised Messiah, we joyfully await for His return. I look
forward to a peaceful Advent, a joyful Christmas, and an
abundant New Year for the entire MCP family.

Michael Susank
Principal
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from the office of...
Academics | Noha Kolkailah
Dear Families,
We are approaching the end of Fall Semester! Let’s finish strong and continue to encourage our students to consistently
do their best. Finals can be a stressful time—organization and planning is critical during these next few weeks. Let us know
if your student needs tips and strategies to help with time management. Below are some important dates to keep in mind
as we navigate the next couple of months, as well as a heads up for next year.

REGULAR FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE (as listed in handbook and calendar)
December 15, Friday – 9:00 am-10:30 am. RELIGION
December 15, Friday – 11:30 pm to 1:00 pm. MATH
December 18, Monday – 8:00 am-9:25 am. CUESTA ECON
December 18, Monday – 9:00 am-10:30 am. FOREIGN LANGUAGE
December 18, Monday – 11:30 pm to 1:00 pm. SOCIAL STUDIES
December 20, Wednesday – 9:00 am-10:30 am. SCIENCE
December 20, Wednesday – 11:30 pm to 1:00 pm. ENGLISH
December 19, Tuesday – Times To Be Announced- CONFLICT EXAMS
If a student wishes to use the Conflict Exam Day for any reason, besides a conflict exam (resulting from having two exams in
the same department) or an illness, he or she must obtain a form from the Assistant Principal of Academics, and go through a
scheduling and approval process. Traveling before exam week is over is strongly discouraged. We take pride in partnering with
you to teach students the importance of commitment and responsibility.

2017 Advanced Placement (AP) Course Exam
NOTE: All Students taking AP courses are expected to take the AP exams. Exam fees are to be paid by Monday, March 5,
2018. There will be a $7 late charge for each exam for payments received after March 5, 2018. The dates and times for
specific AP exams published in the school calendar are incorrect. Students have been notified of the correct dates, listed
below:

WEEK 1

WEEK 2

Tuesday, May 8, 2018
7:45 am - Noon – Spanish Language and Culture

Monday, May 14, 2018
11:45 am – 2:45 pm – Physics C: Mechanics

Wednesday, May 9, 2018
7:45 -11:45 am – English Literature and Composition

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
7:45 – 11:45 am – Calculus AB
7:45 – 11:45 am – Calculus BC

Friday, May 11, 2018
7:45 – 11:45 am – United States History
Noon – 3 pm – Computer Science Principles
Studio Art – Digital Portfolios submitted

Wednesday, May 16, 2018
7:45 – 11:45 am – English Language and Composition
Thursday, May 17, 2018
7:45 – 11:45 am – World History
Noon – 4 pm – Statistics
Friday, May 18, 2018
7:45 – 11:45 am – Human Geography
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL CALENDAR
As you may be aware of our attendance policy, we ask that you please use the school’s holidays to plan family vacations.
We appreciate your partnership in minimizing the need for students to miss instructional days.
Mission College Prep School Calendar 2018-2019 (holidays in bold print)

Fall Semester
August 10- Friday – New Student Orientation
August 13- Monday – All Students Return, Fall Semester Begins
Aug 15 – Tuesday – Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Holy Day Mass
Aug 20 – Monday through Aug 23, Thursday, KAIROS Senior Retreat
Aug 24 – Friday – No School for Students and Staff
Aug 28 – Tuesday – Back to School Night
Sept 3 – Monday – Labor Day Holiday No School
Nov 1 – Wednesday – All Saints Day – Holy Day Mass
Nov 12 – Monday – Veterans Day Holiday Observed
Nov 21, 22, 23 – Wednesday – No School, Thursday – Thanksgiving Day, Friday – No School
Dec 20 – (Thursday) through January 4 (Friday) - Christmas Break

Spring Semester
Jan 7 – Monday – Spring Semester Begins
Jan 21 – Monday – MLK Holiday
Feb 18 – Monday – No School – Presidents Day Holiday
April 18 – Holy Thursday – No School
April 19 – Good Friday – No School
April 22 – (Monday) through April 26 (Friday) – Easter Break
May 27- Monday – No School – Memorial Day Holiday
May 31 – Friday – Graduation at Mission Plaza

SEMESTER REPORT CARDS
First Semester Report Cards will be emailed on January 9, 2018. Please keep us updated with your current email address
by advising the registrar’s office of any changes. If you do not currently receive progress reports or other communications
via email and would like to, please send your email address to Amy Arena, at aarena@missionprep.org.
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from the office of...
Enrollment | Shawna Foster
Applications are now being accepted for the 2018-2019 school year for Mission Prep!
Returning from Thanksgiving break I am grateful for so much especially for MCP families and students. Your passion and
energy in loving and supporting Mission Prep and your willingness to share your story of “why MCP” with others fills my
heart with joy.
Shadow students enjoy their visit to our campus and leave MCP with a strong sense of the community because MCP
Royal Ambassadors do a tremendous job taking responsibility for their guest and demonstrate genuine interest.
Many non-Mission parents call saying they are considering our MCP because they know a Mission family who shared
their thoughts on Mission Prep. These prospective families want their children to have the same opportunities in
education, co-curricular activities and to be a part of a community that cares for one another.
Your “word-of-mouth” testimonials are the strongest and most effective way to broaden our base of prospective
students and keep enrollment strong. Please continue to share your stories and send prospective families to me. I delight
in answering any questions and furthering the conversation.
For some families, tuition can be a major deterrent and they may not see Mission Prep as a viable option. Please know
that MCP firmly believes that finances should not be the deciding factor in determining the best place for a student’s
education and we back that belief up with a robust tuition assistance program. This school year about 35% of our
families receive assistance; MCP has granted over $700,000 in tuition assistance with an average award of $6,200 per
student.
Please encourage members of your greater community to apply for admission to MCP and, if needed, for Tuition
Assistance. MCP is committed to providing the best combination of education, college guidance and counseling,
athletics, co-curriculars and community in the county
I am available to talk with interested families and assist them as they navigate the discernment process.
Thank you for all your support in making MCP an amazing place.

from the office of...
Enrollment and Business Management | Shawna Foster & Gwenn Krossa
Applications are now being accepted for the 2018-2019 school year for Mission Prep!
Just a heads up to all of school families that we have heard your concerns about the timing of Tuition Assistance awards
and have made improvements to the process. Applications for 2018-2019 Tuition Assistance will open January 2,
2018 and be due Jan 22, 2018. But don’t worry – we are using 2016 tax returns. Families will be notified of their
Tuition Assistance award in early March prior to Registration. If you have questions, please contact Gwenn Krossa in the
Business Office at 805-543-2131 ext 402 or gkrossa@missionprep.org
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from the office of...
Campus Ministry | Stephanie Buresh & Gina Pierucci
Happy Month of GRATITUDE MCP!
We are grateful for each and every one of you!
Happy beautiful Christmas season to all of our families and MCP community! We are excited to share all the special
activities of this blessed time in our Church calendar. Our special prayers, activities, announcements, and events during
this joyous season combine to create a holy and blessed experience that we all embrace and cherish. We send our warmest wishes (see the candles above) for a meaningful Advent that prepares our homes and hearts for the hope of the
Christmas season. We also send our gratitude for the past year of important work to which we have contributed on this
holy ground. It is our partnership that we cherish in doing our work with and for your children--our cherished students
and their faith growth.
May each of your families be blessed with the joyous spirit of the season and the hope that the baby Jesus (aka: The
Reason for the Season) brings our weary and conflicted world. Let us reflect and be grateful for our daily blessings and
may the holy gifts of the new birth deepen your faith and enrich your lives beyond measure.
***When at school, make it a point to visit the Holy Creche (Nativity) scene in the Mosaic lobby through the Advent season. It will touch your heart and soul and bless you with a deep serenity.

UPCOMING CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS
SUNDAY DECEMBER 3 | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
We begin Advent and focus our prayers and special works of compassion, peace, and justice to prepare the way for
the birth of Christ.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 | MASS AT LUNCH IN THE CHAPEL

December

All faculty/staff/students are invited to join in this community celebration.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH | FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
We will celebrate this Holy Day at the Mission with Mass at 9:50am. All are welcome to join.
Few doctrines of the Catholic Church are as misunderstood as the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, which Catholics celebrate every year on December 8. Many people, including many
Catholics, think that the Immaculate Conception refers to the conception of Christ through the action of
the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. That event, though, is celebrated at the feast of the
Annunciation of the Lord (March 25, nine months before Christmas).

What is the Immaculate Conception? The Immaculate Conception refers to the condition that the Blessed
Virgin Mary was free from Original Sin from the very moment of her conception in the womb of her mother,
Saint Anne. We celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary—her birth— on September 8; nine months
before that is December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.
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UPCOMING CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS
SATURDAY JANUARY 13TH – PEOPLE’S KITCHEN | SOPHOMORES
11:00 AM-11:30AM FOOD DROP OFF
As a community we commit ourselves to serving at our local soup kitchen (People’s Kitchen) on the second Saturday
of every month.
Each month a different class is responsible for providing food for that month. There will be two months assigned to
each class. This month the sophomores are in charge of providing food. A list will be sent out a few weeks before
the date.

January

Below are the sophomores who are scheduled to serve on Saturday, January 13th. If a student is not able to
attend, s/he must find a replacement. We have had a few months where not many servers have shown up. Please
have a conversation with your child if s/he is on the list below. Thank you.
Kyra Harris, Bryce Hilton, Cooper Melton, Yitong Wang, Tyler Truelson, Kylie Brewer, Peter Schumacher, Ethan Rucker

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17 | GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
Once a month we gather as a community to listen to the gospel reading for that month’s liturgy. A faculty, staff
or administrator will proclaim the gospel and give a short, personal reflection on the gospel reading.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 - WEDNESDAY JANUARY 24 | SOPHOMORE RETREAT
(as scheduled in MCP Handbook)
Stay tuned... as this date may change.

MONDAY, JANUARY 29 - FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 | CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Many special events and activities are planned to celebrate this week in our Catholic Schools: rallies, special
Mass, etc. Stay tuned for more information…
Monday, Jan 29- Catholic Schools Rally
Tuesday, Jan 30- Mass: GRANDPARENTS’ Mass
Thursday, Feb 1- Catholic Schools Rally

A Blessed Merry Christmas to All!
God Bless Us… Every One!
Blessings in the New Year!
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parents association news

PARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
Join us for our upcoming
Parents Association Meeting & Christmas Party
Friday, December 8th, 7:30 am
in the Café Royale
Featured Staff Speaker: Brock Thoene, Math & History Teacher, Author
Coffee and refreshments will be provided. All parents are members of the
Parent Association and are encouraged to attend.
Our meeting will conclude with a Christmas Party!
If you stay for the party after the meeting, there will be a $10 gift card exchange if you choose
to participate (or $10 cash is fine too). Also, you are invited to wear your favorite ugly or unique or
beautiful or creative Christmas sweater!

A blessed Advent season and Merry Christmas from the Parents Association!
It is a joy and a privilege to work with many dedicated parents who share a vision
of excellence and commitment for our school.

UPCOMING MEETING
January 25, Monday, 8:30am, Café Royale
Mark your calendars and plan to join us for the first Parent Association meeting of 2018 which will be
with MCP’s student ASB and Class Officers. Come support the students.
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parent service opportunities
Parents Association support is being provided for the following upcoming events which could
use your help. To sign up click on the activity links below, or contact the Parents Association Leaders
(PAL) listed.
Nov-Jan

Staff Appreciation
Sophomores are in charge of Staff Appreciation this quarter. (Each class hosts one quarter.) You may
contact PAL Kim Goodwin at (805) 310-3065 or krgdwin@yahoo.com to offer your help and/or ideas for
showing our faculty and staff how much we appreciate them.

Dec 8

PA Meeting (7:30a)
Because our Parents Assn. meetings are working meetings, attendance may be counted as parent service
hours. At this December meeting we will have an Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest and a $10 gift card
exchange. All are welcome to join in on the festivities!

Dec 13

Christmas Feast 11:00 am
Volunteers prepare breakfast for the students’ celebration. Must have completed the kitchen training
to participate. Please help if contacted by PAL Contact Megan Selby or you may contact Megan at
selbymegan@gmail.com or 704-3098.

Dec 19

Sophomores Host Staff Luncheon
Sophomores will also be hosting the staff Christmas lunch on December 19. A sign-up document will
be emailed to the sophomore parents, or you may sign up online on the Parents Assn. page of the MCP
website, or contact PAL Kim Goodwin at (805) 310-3065 or krgdwin@yahoo.com.

Dec 15,
16,18,19

MCP Christmas Classic Basketball Tournament
Volunteer or Donate! Come cook with us for our team and the visiting teams! Or help us by donating
baking ingredients: We are asking for donations of baking supplies for the upcoming Christmas Class.
We serve all participating teams dinner nightly and top it off with fresh baked treats! Your donations
are greatly appreciated and counts toward your volunteer hours. To help cook or donate baking
ingredients... watch for the sign-up link that will be posted to the Parents Assn. webpage. For more
details, you may also contact PALs Tricia Rodriguez at triciamark2@gmail.com or 805-896-7442,
Erin Sinnott at misserinsinnott@gmail.com or 805-574-9395 and/or Linda Bishop at
stringsonwings1@aol.com or 805-438-4394.
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Dec 15,
16,18,19

Christmas Classic Concessions
Christmas Classic is here again! If you’d like to get some of those volunteer hours done, we’d love for you
sign up for a shift or maybe 2! The dates of the tournament are Dec 15, 16, 18, and 19. There will be a
Sign-Up Genius link coming soon. It will be posted to the Parents Assn. webpage. If you have questions or
want to contact me, Sheri Brown, my cell is 805-459-5938 and my email is sheri.brown@lmusd.org.

Dec 15,
16,18,19

Christmas Classic Hospitality
Help provide hospitality for coaches, college recruiters and sponsors during the Christmas Classic by
providing food or staffing for the Hospitality Room (Faculty Room/Royal Keep). To help, contact PAL
Maureen Kasper at maureenkasper123@yahoo.com or 805-909-9723. Or watch for the sign-up link
that will be posted to the Parents Assn. webpage.

Dec 15,
16,18,19

Christmas Classic Volunteers
Help at the admission table, work security or provide other assistance at the Christmas Classic. Watch
for the sign-up link that will be posted to the Parents Assn. webpage. Or contact PAL Lori Goldman, at
lstonegoldman@charter.net or 805-459-4600.

Nov-Jan

On-Call Help
Freshmen are in charge of On-Call help this quarter. Each class covers one quarter of the year to assist
with unexpected school needs. Please help if contacted by coordinator Kathy Collins. Or Kathy can be
contacted at (805) 314-4336 or kathy.collins11@yahoo.com.

Jan-May

Freshman Food Bank Drivers
We need one driver each Wednesday that can transport 2-3 freshman students to work at the Food Bank.
Drivers need to be at MCP at 8:00am, transport students to Zion Church, stay on site until 10:15 am
and then transport the students back to school by 10:30. All drivers must have the necessary paperwork
turned into the office. The sign-up document lists students going each week.
Click on this link to sign up Freshman Food Bank Drivers
All sign-up sheets can also be accessed from the Parents Association webpage on the MCP website, or
click on this link.

Parent Volunteer Sign-ups
When we share in the work no one need be overburdened.
Please help where you can.

announcements
Christmas Items Wanted
Student leadership is looking for some Christmas items that people may have around and aren’t using anymore. They
are looking for:
1. Artificial Christmas trees any size, with or without lights (but not broken trees, or ones with missing parts)
2. Outside LED lights, white or colored
3. Outside decorations to hang on large Christmas tree
If you have any of these items that you aren’t using and would be willing to donate to MCP, please drop them off in
Mr. Krossa’s room or the office ASAP. We aren’t looking for people buy any of these items, just looking for things people
already have but aren’t using.
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Dec 8, Mass of the Immaculate Conception 9:50 am
All parents are encouraged to join us for Mass with the MCP students, faculty, staff and other parents to celebrate the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. In the Catholic Church this is a Holy Day of Obligation.

Parent Service Hours
Please continue to submit as many hours as you volunteer. We use these records for grant writing, accreditation, etc.
The more volunteer hours substantiated the more favorable for our school. Your parent hours can be beneficial in more
ways than one.

Reduce use of Styrofoam and plastic water bottles
WIn our continuing efforts to be good stewards of this earthly home our Lord gave us, we ask you to continue to
support these two MCP community goals.
1. We are a Styrofoam-free campus. Please do not purchase or use any Styrofoam products for MCP activities and
events.
2. Help reduce the use of plastic water bottles. Whenever possible we encourage you to use water dispensers and paper
cups. Or even better, have people bring their own water bottles. MCP has a water bottle filling station in the Mosaic
Lobby.

Christmas Classic
Come and enjoy some exciting basketball at the Mission College Prep Christmas Classic! December
15, 16, 18 and 19. Bring the whole family and cheer for our Men’s Varsity Basketball Team.

People’s Kitchen, January 13
MCP will serve at People’s Kitchen again Saturday, January 13th. Please mark your calendars now. The Sophomore class
will provide the lunch and wish list items at the Prado Center in SLO at 11am. Sophomores assigned to serve at 11:30am
- 1pm will be notified through Stephanie Buresh in the Campus Ministry Office.

Serving Dishes
Please do not bring and leave at MCP any serving dishes of value to you, whether monetary or sentimental. With many
people involved in events we cannot assure they will be returned. If you do bring a non-disposable dish, please put your
name on it to help in getting it back to you.

Volunteer Clearance
To volunteer for any activity where students may be present, you must have completed your volunteer clearance. If
you are unsure about the status of your clearance or would like to become a cleared volunteer, please contact Lori
Wooldridge in the main office for more information. All parents are encouraged to get cleared to volunteer. However,
you can sign up to supply requested items without volunteer clearance.

Upcoming Royal Pride Submissions
Do you have information that you would like included in the next issue of the Royal Pride? Please submit event
information, requests for help, or appreciation notes to Melissa Carney at mlcarney@charter.net or (805) 995-3010
by December 15th.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Do I really need an MCP directory or handbook?
A. They do come in handy! The directory has so much information inside. It is
helpful for lists of the kids by class, for family contact info, to find volunteers for
specific events, for teacher and staff contact emails, for a general calendar of events
and more. It is a wealth of information. The MCP Handbook is also nice to have
for the monthly and daily calendar, and as a resource of school information and
policies. It will keep you current on whether it’s a Blue or Gold day, if there is a
late start or early dismissal, if it is a formal dress and Mass day, when the Parents
Association meeting are, plus so much more. The handbook is also a useful resource
if you need to look up any of the school policies. Both of these are great tools for
information on all the spectacular happenings at Mission College Prep.

volunteer appreciation
THANK YOU!
Royal Spirit Award November – Iva Svitek
The Royal Spirit Award for the month of November is offered with gratitude and appreciation to Iva Svitek. Iva has
served as the Liturgical Environment Coordinator for several years. With a loving heart and servant attitude she quietly
takes care of our MCP Chapel each week. In addition, this year she has taken on the job of Chapel Prayers Coordinator,
encouraging and organizing parents to come to the chapel to pray for our MCP community.

Open House – Sara Irons
We extend our thanks to Sara Irons for coordinating parent help for MCP’s Open House, a time to open the doors and
hearts of MCP to visitors.

People’s Kitchen Food Transportation - Robin Daou
Thank you to Robin Daou for taking over the North County People’s Kitchen drop off and delivery to Prado Day Center in
November!

Drama – Beauty and the Beast
Immense thanks to the following Parents Assn. Leaders, and all parents who supported
our MCP students in their production of Beauty and the Beast.
Communication: Kelli Cole
Performance Night: Ani Clayton
Performance Night: Connie Hanretty-Church
Sign Up Documents: Tricia Von Dohlen
Tech Week Dinners: Brooke Schumacher

Field Change-Over – Howard Wood
Many thanks to Howard Wood for organizing the team of parents to help change the
MCP field from football to soccer.
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from the department of...
Guidance and College Counseling | Mr. Vegher, Ms. Oceguera, and Ms. Suderman
Guidance Activities
Seniors
As the college application phase begins to wind down please be aware of the following:
1. Check your email. Schools will be sending you information on how to log in to the school portals. All communication
from the campuses will be by email.
2. It is your responsibility to request your SAT or ACT scores to be sent from the testing company to all of your schools.
3. File the FAFSA! If you file electronically you should get a response in 3-5 days. If you don’t hear from them, call the
FAFSA help line 1-800-433-3243.
4. Your first semester grades are extremely important. Common App schools require a midyear report card and other
schools may request your grades to evaluate your progress.

Scholarships
Seniors may now find in the counseling office an updated comprehensive list of local and regional scholarships. We are
currently working on getting this list posted on the Guidance and College Counseling page of the school website. For a PDF
of this packet, please email Ms. Suderman at ksuderman@missionprep.org.

Guidance Events
The Guidance and College Counseling Department will hold flex period workshops at each grade level throughout the
year. Seniors are currently having meetings with the counselors to go over applications and their yellow time line sheets.
Scheduled Parent College Planning meetings are listed below:
• Wednesday December 6th at 6:30pm – Financial Aid Night for Seniors and their parents
• Tuesday, January 16th at 6:30pm – “Kick it Off” College Planning for parents of Juniors
• Tuesday, February 20th at 6:30pm – Academic Planning for parents of Sophomores
• Wednesday, April 11th at 6:30pm – “Looking Ahead” for parents of Freshmen

Method Test Prep
Method Test Prep is an online SAT/ACT test preparation site which all the students have access to through a site license
purchased by MCP. Students can access this site through a link on Family Connection. We strongly encourage students to
use this valuable resource to help improve their SAT/ACT scores.

SAT and ACT
Juniors
The counseling department recommends that college bound juniors begin taking the SAT and ACT in 2018. Develop a
testing schedule which will enable both ACT and SAT to be taken twice before June. The first step is to create an account
on collegeboard.com (SAT) and act.org.
better) to the colleges on their “Colleges I’m Applying To” list in Family Connection.
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SAT Test Dates
Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Registration Deadline

March 10

February 9

February 28

*May 5

April 6

April 25

*June 2

May 3

May 23

* subject tests are available on this date

ACT Test Dates
Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Registration Deadline

February 10

January 12

January 13 – 19

April 14

March 9

March 10 – 23

June 9

May 4

May 5 – 18

July 14

June 15

June 16 – 22

College Counseling Office Hours:
The counseling office will be open briefly during finals week and then is closed for the Christmas Break. Students are
encouraged to submit applications and make appointments prior to the break. If a student wants to meet during finals
week, please schedule an appointment via email or phone with their counselor.

S A V E

T H E

D A T E

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
Tuesday, January 30, 2018
7:45 am - 3:00 pm
682 Palm Street | San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
All grandparents of current MCP students are invited to join us on
Tuesday, January 30, to experience students’ daily life at school and
attend a special Mass to honor grandparents. Stay all day or attend just
a portion of the day - we can’t wait to see you there!
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TIS THE SEASON MEANS
TEENS AND DRINKING
This holiday season, when party planning goes into high gear for many people, parents are
being encouraged to discuss the risks of alcohol use with their teens.
Many people think about alcohol at this festive time and our hope here at MCP is that parents
will think of the holidays as a reminder to discuss drinking and the consequences of alcohol
use with their teens.
Ideally, parents should be in a pattern of regularly talking with their kids about the dangers of using alcohol and other
drugs, setting clear rules against using, and enforcing reasonable consequences for breaking the rules.
School break offers up unstructured and perhaps unsupervised time and thus some significant risk — especially when we
add in the propensity of some adults to promote alcohol-included events as a way to mark Christmas, Hanukkah or New
Year’s Eve.
When young people drink alcohol this creates a number of problems, Because the teen brain is still developing, using
alcohol can permanently damage learning and memory. Teens who start drinking are at much greater risk for developing
addiction, compared to teens who wait until they are 21.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Young people use alcohol more frequently and in higher volumes than all other illegal drugs combined.
• The earlier a young person starts drinking (research suggests the average age of onset of underage drinking is 12 or
13, which means that many are drinking at even younger ages), the more likely it is they will suffer from substance
abuse problems throughout their lifetime.
• Neurological research suggests that alcohol use may permanently affect quickly evolving adolescent brains — and
not for the better. This New York Times article is helpful: The Grim Neurology of Teenage Drinking - The New York
Times
• Teens who drink are at higher risk for serious injuries, poor school performance, depression and suicide.
RESEARCH SHOWS THAT PARENTS HAVE THE GREATEST INFLUENCE ON THEIR TEENS’
DECISIONS ABOUT ALCOHOL. HERE ARE SOME PROVEN WAYS:
Prevention starts by having open conversations with your children.
• Fitting in is important to teens. Let your teens know that most of their peers are making healthy choices and don’t
drink or use drugs. Many teens believe that most of their classmates drink, but the opposite is true.
• Talk early and often with your child or teen about why you do not want them to use alcohol. Know who they are with,
and what they are doing.
• Let your teen know that if a person “passes out” because they have had too much to drink, an ambulance should be
called because death from alcohol poisoning could result. Due to California’s new “Good Samaritan” law, minors who
call 911 to help a friend will not be prosecuted for having alcohol.
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The Cast and Crew of
Beauty and the Beast
Would like to thank all our
Parent Volunteers for a successful run!!

Becca Vanderhorst, Tricia von Dohlen, Carol Donlon, Ani Clayton, Kelli Cole,
Rosey Raventos, Whitney Klo, Joanna Wemple, Sara Irons, Maureen Golden, Scott Black
Julie Elder, Sam Stermer, Vickie Backman, Morgan Rosales, Irene Flores, Pamela David
Bella David, Melissa Crandall, Mary Janowicz, Kimberly Lonsbrough, Suzie Madonna
John Dostal, Connie Hanretty Church, Nihal Naccasha, Maggie Flores,Kate Hepworth
And Mark Nakamura Photography
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faculty & staff
Dave Anderson
Foreign Language.......................x511
danderson@missionprep.org

Vic Ecklund
Athletic Director........................ x416
vecklund@missionprep.org

Gwenn Krossa
Business Manager......................x402
gkrossa@missionprep.org

Amy Arena
Registrar....................................... x401
aarena@missionprep.org

Shawna Foster
Director of Enrollment
Management....................... x421
sfoster@missionprep.org

Suzi Laird
Parents Association..................x 206
slaird@missionprep.org

Syl Arena
Visual & Performing Arts........ x521
sarena@missionprep.org
Elizabeth Beckett
Advancement Associate..........x409
ebeckett@missionprep.org
Chris Blake
Director of Mission
Advancement......................x404
cblake@missionprep.org

Lois Gall
Advancement Associate..........x206
lgall@missionprep.org
Brian Geraghty
Religion......................................... x213
bgeraghty@missionprep.org
Larry Grant
Visual & Performing Arts........x209
lgrant@missionprep.org

Desiree Lopez
Mathematics............................... x551
dlopez@missionprep.org
Adrian Maman
Technology
amamn@missionprep.org
Ernie Martin
History*......................................... x310
emartin@missionprep.org
Ann Morelos
Science.......................................... x541
amorelos@missionprep.org

Jennifer Blomfield
Visual & Performing Arts........x303
jblomfield@missionprep.org

Russ Griffith
Director of Student Life..........x408
rgriffith@missionprep.org

Stephanie Buresh
Director of Campus Ministry.x407
sburesh@missionprep.org

Joe Grimes
Facilities Manager.....................x406
jgrimes@missionprep.org

Eric Burke
Religion*.......................................x508
eburke@missionprep.org

Jake Hitchcock
Assistant Athletic Director...... x215
jhitchcock@missionprep.org

Jay Chalfant
Director of Technology............x405
jchalfant@missionprep.org

Lillian Howard
English*.........................................x562
lhoward@missionprep.org

Sandy Oceguera
Guidance & College
Counseling...........................x424
soceguera@missionprep.org

Maria Christensen
Foreign Language*.................... x210
mchristensen@missionprep.org

Phoebe Kern
Social Studies..............................x573
pkern@missionprep.org

Gina Pierucci
English, Campus Ministry........x420
gpierucci@missionprep.org

Bryan Conti
Information Technology.......... x317
bconti@missionprep.org

Brennon King
Athletic Trainer............................. 221
bking@missionprep.org

Peggy Randall
Science*........................................x332
prandall@missionprep.org

Steve Crow
Mathematics*.............................. x314
scrow@missionprep.org

Noha Kolkailah
Assistant Principal of
Academics............................ x412
nkolkailah@missionprep.org

Brett Schmoll
Social Studies..............................x574
bschmoll@missionprep.org

Mike Daniels
Science.......................................... x541
mdaniels@missionprep.org
Noah Doughty
Science..........................................x334
ndoughty@missionprep.org

John Krossa
Assistant Principal of Student
Activities.............................. x212
jkrossa@missionprep.org

Kelly Morris
English...........................................x564
kmorris@missionprep.org
Deacon Tom O’Brien
Chaplain
tobrien@missionprep.org

Kristen Schulz
Café Royale
kschilz@missionprep.org
Mike Sharpe
Campus Supervisor
msharpe@missionprep.org

Kat Suderman
Guidance & College
Counselor.............................x425
ksuderman@missionprep.org
Michael Susank
Principal........................................ x401
msusank@missionprep.org
Brock Thoene
Mathematics & Social
Studies..................................x572
bthoene@missionprep .org
Jim Vegher
College Counseling...................x423
jvegher@missionprep.org
Paula Walker
Foreign Language..................... x208
pwalker@missionprep.org
Richard Waters
Mathematics...............................x552
rwaters@missionprep.org
Diane Wilsdon
Mathematics...............................x553
dwilsdon@missionprep.org
Lori Wooldridge
Attendance & Administrative
Assistant...............................x200
lwooldridge@missionprep.org
Katy Zweifel
Religion......................................... x507
kzweifel@missionprep.org
* Department Chair

FALL SPORTS
CROSS COUNTRY – Leslie Monaco
lesteroms@yahoo.com
FOOTBALL – David Schuster
dschuster@missionprep.org
TENNIS – Patience Santos
patiencesantos@hotmail.com
GIRLS’ GOLF – Darren Doran
darrendoran@hotmail.com

N O T I C E O F N O N - D I S C R I M I N AT I O N P O L I C Y
Mission College Preparatory Catholic High School in the Diocese of Monterey, mindful of its primary mission to be a witness to the love of Christ for all, admits students of any race, color,
national and/or ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to the students at the school. Mission College Prep does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national and/or ethnic origin, age or gender in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic or other
school- administered programs. While Mission College Prep does not discriminate against students with special needs, a full range of services may not be available. Likewise, Mission College
Prep does not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment on the basis of gender, age, disability, race, color, and national and/or ethnic origin. Mission College Prep reserves
the right to be the sole judge of merit competence and qualifications, and can favor Catholic applicants and co-workers in all employment decisions, especially in those positions that have
direct bearing upon the pastoral activity of the Church.
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