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Memories and New Plans
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent

On June 1, 2008, Reed City Area Public Schools will present our graduating class, an outstanding
group of young ladies and gentlemen whose lives will be different from here on forward. I’m sure some
of them are hanging on to those final school minutes and good times with their friends even though they
tell us that they can’t wait to get out. Some are a little scared others are a lot scared. Who knows what
will come next? Rest easy, I’ve had the opportunity to get to know several of them; they’re tough,
possess character and the skills needed to be successful. We can indeed feel proud!
This graduating class is the first to complete the trimester schedule and indications from surveys
show that though they didn’t like the extra class each day, most of them earned better grades. There
was also positive feedback about the availability of extra electives. And, finally, 69% of the students
graded the school system and quality of their education at a “B” or better. We wish all of our graduates
the best. You make Reed City proud!
As we look to next year, I’d like to share some of the new things we’re working on and that you’ll
see this summer and next school year.
During the summer months, we’ll offer a variety of education programs through what is called
“Day Camp.” There will be opportunities for students to receive instruction in the areas of reading and
math along with the opportunity to work on writing and other fun academic activities. Look for the flyers
that will be out in the near future. Another significant change for the next school year is that all
elementary students will have Physical Education everyday. We’ve reviewed all of the research and
know all of the problems due to a lack of physical activity and increased rates of obesity, and we’re going
to do something about it. A more fit and healthy student is a more successful student academically.
And, finally, next year we will be adding a “Title One” teacher to the Norman Elementary staff.
Federal funds will allow us to have this position, and this instructor will work with any student who is
struggling in the area of reading so we can bring them up to grade level and beyond to assure their
educational success in future years.
All of these changes are based on what is best for all of our kids. And, yes, even though we still
have financial problems, we can make these improvements with little or no effect on the budget. You still
expect the best education possible for your students, and we have every intention of providing it
regardless of the financial issues that we must face. I hope all of you have a wonderful and safe
summer. Enjoy!
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The Board of Education typically meets
the THIRD Monday of every month, with
a work/study session scheduled at 6 p.m.
and a regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS Library),
and are open to the public. Any changes
to the meeting schedule may be found
on the Board of Education page at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.
Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street, Suite A, in Reed City. Notices of
special
meetings
and
committee
meetings are publicly posted online and
at the Office of the Superintendent.

Coyote News

School Scheduling Changes
Information
regarding
school
closing or schedule changes due to
severe weather is available on the
following radio and TV stations
throughout the school year:
FM Radio Stations
WYBR
WWBR
WTCM
WKJF
WLXZ
WOLW

102.3
100.9
103.5
92.9
96.7
91.1

TV Stations
TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. For school
information including the Board of
Education,
district
policies,
calendars on WebEvent, school
staff, contact information, and
much more, please visit us at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.
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Richard Saladin
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Brian Zais
Trustee:
Scott Grindel

Articles in this edition of the COYOTE NEWS are provided to you by Reed City High School students,
coordinated by their advisor Mrs. Stefanie Shoemaker. We hope you enjoy its contents!
If you’ve received this newsletter in print, it is also available via our web site (www.reedcity.k12.mi.us),
so that you might be able to enjoy its contents in color!
SPECIAL EDUCATION PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC)
The PAC is involved with the special education process to insure that our students receive the best
possible education. Most of our members are nominated by the local districts, with each district having up to three
members. To serve on the PAC, we must be approved by the MOISD Board. The PAC would like to invite you to
our meetings, which are held at 9 a.m. on the third Tuesday of September, November, January, March, and May.
th
The meetings are held at the MOISD Administration Building, 15760 190 Avenue, Big Rapids, Michigan 49307.
Please attend our meetings so that you can better understand the special education process and also to voice any
and all concerns that you may have regarding your child’s education. People serving Reed City on the PAC
currently are longtime member Irene Kasbohm and new member Anne Bianchi. If you have any questions, please
contact one of the PAC members, your local Superintendent’s Office, or call the MOISD at 796-3543.

STUDENT COUNCIL HOSTS ITS SECOND BLOOD DRIVE OF THE YEAR
by Brittney Spencer
Reed City High School’s student council hosted its second blood drive of the year on March 28, 2008. It
surpassed its goal of 50 units as it collected from 59 donors. Of the 59 donors, 25 were welcomed as first-time
donors.
Exceeding its goal with each drive, the council qualified students at RCHS for an opportunity to receive a $500
scholarship grant from the Michigan Community Blood Center. Any student who completed a 250-word essay and
plans to pursue a career in science health technology could apply for the scholarship. Two recipients were
selected to each receive a $250 scholarship. This year’s recipients were seniors Austin Reed and Danielle Sweet.
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THE CSAA ART EXHIBIT TRAVELS TO RCHS
by Talina Williams
The CSAA Art Exhibit is an annual exhibit that consists of ten art pieces from the local school districts.
Each district selects two students’ works of art to showcase in the exhibit. The exhibit travels to every district in the
conference. The exhibit was on display in the media center at Reed City High School from April 21 through the 26.
Seniors Chyna Grove and Brittney Manier were selected to have their works featured in the CSAA Art Exhibit.
Each student received a conference medal for qualifying for the travel show.

Untitled Piece in charcoal by Brittney Manier

“Beatle Rainbow” in acrylic by Chyna Grove

CSAA Talent Revue
by Dylan Jehnzen
The CSAA held a talent revue between the six conference schools. There were twelve performances
overall. Each group competed to qualify to be a part of the top eight who advanced to travel to each of the six
conference schools. Three performers represented Reed City High School in the conference competition held at
Big Rapids High School. Reed City freshman Maegan Samuels was one competitor who performed a vocal of
Reba McIntyre's "Why Haven’t I Heard from You." Playing their version of a Buckethead song, Travis Vickerman
and Jeffrey Bittenbender also represented RCHS as they performed a guitar duet of "All in the Waiting."
Vickerman, who has played seriously for three years stated, "It was very stimulating to play for our peers.
Our music was serious, but we just went out and had a lot of fun with it." Bittenbender, who has played seriously
for two years stated, "It was the best thing I've ever done." Bittenbender wants to pursue a career in the music
industry.
Vickerman and Bittenbender’s duet advanced them in the competition. They joined the two-day tour and
performed at Big Rapids, Morley Stanwood, Central Montcalm, Lakeview, Chippewa Hills, and Reed City.
The tour visited Reed City on April 22, 2008. The high school students and staff were invited to the revue.
Those who attended were wowed by the performances.

Maegan Samuels performs at CSAA Talent Revue

Guitar duet by Travis Vickerman and Jeffrey Bittenbender
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JUNIORS TAKE THE ACT & MME
by Emily Grove

With the plan to improve ACT test scores this year, Reed City High School decided to offer a class
that would prepare juniors for the upcoming test. ACT prep was added to the new trimester schedule as a
mandatory class for all juniors. Taught by new teacher Ashley Joughin, ACT prep aimed to give students the
tools they would need to succeed. Students learned to read carefully and pace themselves through many
timed assessments. The students prepared by taking practice tests in all the areas that are assessed on the
ACT. The students practiced by taking old ACT tests, which allowed them to become familiar with the layout
and structure of the assessment.
Assistant principal, Mrs. Tonya Harrison, was the director who organized the testing for the ACT and
MME. She began the preparations for the testing back in September. There were numerous regulations and
guidelines that had to be followed in order to administer the ACT. Transportation of students to the site had to
be planned and approved. Even the site of the testing had to receive state approval.
The testing was completed at the old Hersey Kindergarten Center on March 11, 12, and 13. On the
first day of testing, the students completed the ACT, as well as a writing assessment. The testing was
completed in five hours with breaks between assessments. On the second day of testing, the students were
administered the Work Keys and the Michigan Math Test. This day of testing lasted three and one-half hours.
On the final day of testing, the Michigan Social Studies and Science assessments were administered. This
testing only lasted two and one-half hours.
Mrs. Harrison stated that the testing would not have been successful without all the help that she
received. She credits Mr. Grothe for organizing the food that was provided for the teachers and students
during the testing. She also received assistance from the bussing and maintenance staffs.

FRESHMAN TRANSITION
by Brett Schuelke
Beginning with the freshman graduating class of 2012, all freshmen will be required to take a transition
course upon entering high school. The course will promote better life habits, study skills, healthy
relationships, and drug and alcohol awareness. An objective of this new offering is to offset the nervousness
of students who are starting high school.
“When freshmen come into high school, it starts a new chapter in their lives, and they get excited and
forget about the reason why they’re in high school – to learn. I will be teaching the course next year, and I
plan to communicate at the beginning of the year that what they do in the next four years will impact the rest
of their lives,” stated Matt Sunderlin.
Sean Covey’s The Six Most Important Decisions You'll Make in Your Life will be read as part of the
curriculum for the class.

PAINT THE CROWD PINK
by Lindsay Holmquist
This winter, two National Honor Society students came up with the idea to sponsor a fundraiser that
would support breast cancer awareness. With the support of the National Honor Society, senior Jessica
Ringler and junior Summer Knoop hosted the first Paint the Crowd Pink fundraiser at Reed City High School.
The fundraiser raised over $1,000 for the local Susan P. Wheatlake Women's Cancer and Wellness Resource
Center & Program.
To "paint the crowd pink," the girls sold pink breast cancer awareness T-shirts for $10 with the hope
that the crowd would be filled with pink T-shirts at the Reed City boys’ home varsity basketball game on
February 21, 2008, against Morley Stanwood.
Over two hundred community members supported the students and their mission by purchasing a
shirt. The money donated provided funds for prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer. RCHS was
proud that two of its students, with the support of many, were able to assist women throughout the community
in a positive way.
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CSAA HONORS LUNCHEON
by Bethany Wright

RCHS Operates Under
the Trimester Schedule

The CSAA Honors Luncheon was held to honor
students who had maintained a GPA of 3.5 or higher
while participating in a CSAA Conference activity.
The luncheon was held at Maxfield’s restaurant in
Edmore, Michigan, on April 30, 2008.

by Emma Beilfuss

This year thirteen RCHS students from the
graduating class of 2008 met the qualifications,
including Jeffrey Bittenbender, CSAA talent show;
Chelsea Caterino, track; Danielle Emington, soccer;
Jonathan Graboskey, football; Hillary Hall, soccer;
Heidi Martz, basketball, football cheerleading, track,
soccer; April Newberry, basketball, cross country,
track; Sarah Neubecker, volleyball, soccer; Austin
Reed, football, basketball, track; Jessica Ringler,
cross country, basketball, volleyball, soccer; Danielle
Sweet, cross country, soccer, equestrian; Piotr
Talaske, golf; and Chelsey Wells, equestrian, track.

The 2007-2008 school year was the first year
Reed City High School operated with the trimester
schedule. As opposed to the 19-week classes in the
past, trimester courses were completed in 12 weeks.
As with any change, there were challenges. The
semester course offered nearly 125 hours of class
time as opposed to the 75 hours of a trimester. The
nineteen week courses would lose nearly 50 hours if
offered as a one-trimester course and would gain
almost 25 hours if offered in two trimesters. Staff
worked with administrators to align the curriculum
with the new schedule. Students also increased their
work loads as they added a class to their schedules.
Along with the challenges of the trimester
schedule were benefits, as well. Several new elective
courses were offered, and the academic calendar
now aligns with the sports program, as well as the
holiday schedule.
The year is coming to an end, and it appears that
the students and staff adjusted well to change.
"Change is hard for many people. Our staff has done
a very professional job of making it work for the
students," stated Mr. Antioho.

BRINGING BACK THE COYOTE CONNECTION
by Austin Reed
After nearly a decade, the Reed City High School newspaper, The Coyote Connection, is back in print.
Adviser Stefanie Shoemaker created the curriculum for the journalism class.
“I have a copy of a ’94 Coyote Connection newspaper from my days as a RCHS Coyote. This copy and
the memories of others, along with my love for writing, inspired me to offer the journalism elective.”
With the help of twenty-eight students, Shoemaker recreated the paper. “With no budget and no
experience, our goal of printing three monthly issues on tabloid paper seemed out of our reach, but we were able to
accomplish this through dedication, hard work, and support from many—school administrators, computer technician
Dave Griffin, the Pioneer Group, The Coyote Connection subscribers, and local business advertisers. We couldn’t
have done it without the support,” stated Shoemaker.
The journalism class was offered during the second trimester, and three issues were produced. The
newspaper featured various topics, including student of the month, athletic honors, student artwork, politics, and
even an advice column among many other topics. Journalism students were required to conduct interviews, write
articles, edit and revise articles, sell advertisement space, and fundraise. The journalism staff raised enough
money to pay for their production and leave some funds behind for next year’s journalism class.
Although Shoemaker enjoyed bringing back The Coyote Connection, she is handing the class over to her colleague
Ashley Joughin. Shoemaker is also the yearbook adviser, and she stated that advising two production classes was
overwhelming. Next year, Joughin will advise the newspaper staff and keep the connection in print.
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New RCHS Course Offerings
by Brian Ruppert
The following classes were added to the offerings for the 2007-08 school year due to trimester changes and interests of
the students.
Art
♦ Pottery & Sculpture
♦
Advanced Studio Art

Physical Education
?
Student Athletic Trainer

Business
♦
Consumer Education
♦
Compute l & ll
♦
Personal Finance

Science
?
Foundations in Earth Science
?
Foundations in Cells
?
Foundations Chemistry
?
Zoology

English
♦
Novels
♦
Newspaper Journalism

ACT Preparation

Mathematics
♦

Guided Practice
Calculus

New Course Offerings for the 2008-09 school year will include:
Physical Education
♦ Aerobics

Science
?
Landscape and Design

English
♦ Advanced Novels
♦ Freshman Transition

Social Studies
?
Women’s History

Aerobics – Students will maintain a cardiovascular workout that includes lighter weights with more repetition. Students
will design his/her own workout plan at the end of the class.
Women’s History – Students will focus on the famous women and their roles that helped shape America.
Landscape and Design – Students will learn different landscaping ideas and techniques. Students will landscape and
maintain the school grounds.
Freshman Transition – Freshman students will be required to take the course to assist with the challenges of entering
high school. Students will be supplied with many techniques to improve their transition from middle school.
*To view the complete course description for these and other offerings, please refer to the Reed City High School Pathways
Program Catalog.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES FOR SENIORS
May
May
May
May

3:
12:
13:
15:

May 21:
May 22:
May 23:
May 29:
May 30:

June 1:

Prom @ FSU Rankin Center/Dome Room- 7:30 to 12:00 a.m.
RCAPS’ Pride Week
Band Concert @ RCHS Gym- 8:15 p.m.
Senior Dinner @ HS Cafeteria- 5:30 p.m.
(senior students only)
Senior Awards @ HS Cafeteria- 6:30 p.m.
(parents welcome)
Seniors Last Day
Senior Exams- Blocks 1, 3 & 5
Senior Exams- Blocks 2 & 4
(seniors dismissed at 1:43)
High School Choir Concert @ Norman – 6 p.m.
Senior Class Composite @ RCHS Cafeteria – 8:00 a.m.
Senior Sendoff Practice @ RCHS Gym – 8:10 a.m.
(all seniors need to be present)
Senior Sendoff @ RCHS Gym- 9:00 a.m.
(all school and parents welcome)
Baccalaureate @ Church of the Nazarene – 7:00 p.m.
(seniors arrive @ 6:30 p.m.)
(parents and relatives welcome)
Graduation @ RCHS Gym – 2:00 p.m.
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RCHS Introduces the 2008 Valedictorian and Salutatorian
by April Newberry

The Valedictorian for the class of 2008 is
proudly recognized as Danielle Sweet, daughter of
Tim and Kathy Sweet. Sweet was awarded this
honor due to her outstanding grade point average of
3.987. She plans to attend Ferris State University in
the fall to participate in the Nuclear Medicine
program.
Sweet received a large number of awards
due to her accomplishments.
She earned the
Daughters of the American Revolution Good Citizens
Award and the Outstanding Horse Exhibitor Award in
4-H. She was privileged to be a member of the first
RCHS equestrian team to qualify for States. She
was awarded recognition in the State of Michigan's
Recognition Program for Young Individuals. She was
also named Student of the Month twice by the staff at
RCHS. Sweet was also offered an opportunity to
attend a leadership forum in Washington.
Sweet donated her time in many activities
including three years of soccer, three years of
basketball, one year of cross country, two years of
National Honors Society, one year of Spaghetti
Bridge, four years of 4-H, and four years of youth
group. In her free time, she enjoys showing and
riding her horses, swimming, and spending time with
her friends and family.
The most influential person in Sweet's life
has been her mother, Kathy Sweet. "My mom is a
huge part of my life and has taught me to always
strive for my best and work hard in everything I do.
She has always been there for me, and with the help
of my dad, she has raised me to be the person I am
today," stated Sweet.

The Salutatorian for the graduating class of
2008 is Chelsea Caterino, daughter of Jonathon and
Barbara
Caterino.
Caterino
achieved
an
accumulated grade point average of 3.897. She
plans to attend Michigan State University in the fall.
Caterino was invited to participate in the
National Society of High School Scholars, American
Who's Who Association, and Honors Band.
In
addition to this, Caterino was a recipient of Reed City
High School's Student of the Month award.
Caterino participated in a variety of activities
offered through the school. She was a member of
National Honor Society for two years, Quiz Bowl for
two years, Recycle Club for two years, and Pep
Band. Caterino also played one year of basketball,
one year of softball, and two years of varsity track.
She enjoys running, biking, scrap booking, and
shopping in her spare time.
The most influential person in Caterino's life
is her father, Jonathon Caterino. "He has always
been there for me and has always pushed me to my
full potential. He has believed in me, and he has told
me that I can do anything I set my mind to do,"
Caterino confirmed.
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From the Desk of … Shannon Graves, RN – Nurse Educator
THE CHOKING GAME: A RISKY YOUTH BEHAVIOR
*****IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS*****

An article published in the February 15, 2008, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report describes an activity
called "the choking game," which has led to the death of at least 82 children and adolescents since 1995.
Researchers from CDC's Division of Unintentional Injury Prevention analyzed media reports of deaths of
children and adolescents from the choking game. Highlights from their findings address some common
questions about this public health threat.
What is the choking game?
The choking game is a dangerous activity that older children and early adolescents sometimes play to get a
brief high. They either choke each other or use a noose to choke themselves. After just a short time, children
can pass out, which may lead to serious injury or even death from hanging or strangulation.
Who is most at risk for death from playing the choking game?
* Boys were much more likely to die from the choking game than girls; 87% of victims were boys.* Most of the
children that died were 11-16 years old (89%).* Nearly all of the children who died were playing the game
alone when they died.* Deaths have occurred all over the United States; the choking game isn't limited to one
area of the country.
What are the warning signs that a child is playing the choking game?
Parents, educators, health-care providers, or peers may observe any of the following signs that can indicate a
child has been involved in the choking game:
* Discussion of the game or its aliases* Bloodshot eyes *
Marks on the neck * Wearing high-necked shirts, even in warm weather * Frequent, severe headaches *
Disorientation after spending time alone * Increased and uncharacteristic irritability or hostility * Ropes,
scarves, and belts tied to bedroom furniture or doorknobs or found knotted on the floor * The unexplained
presence of dog leashes, choke collars, bungee cords, etc. * Petechiae (pinpoint bleeding spots) under the
skin of the face, especially the eyelids, or the conjunctiva (the lining of the eyelids and eyes)
What are some of the other names used for the choking game?
Pass-out game; Space monkey; Suffocation roulette; Scarf game; The American dream; Fainting game;
Something dreaming game; Purple hazing; Blacking out/blackout; Dream game; Flat liner; California choke;
Space cowboy; Airplaning; Purple dragon; Cloud nine
How quickly can someone die after playing the choking game?
Someone can become unconscious in a matter of seconds. Within three minutes of continued strangulation
(i.e., hanging), basic functions such as memory, balance, and the central nervous system start to fail. Death
occurs shortly after.
Are there non-fatal, long-term consequences of the choking game?
* Loss of consciousness and death of brain cells due to oxygen deprivation in the brain; coma and seizures
may occur in severe cases* Concussions or broken bones (including jaws) from falls associated with the
choking game* Hemorrhages of the eye
How can the choking game be prevented?
Research is not available on the best strategies to prevent the choking game. However, parents, educators,
and health-care providers should be made aware of this public health threat and the warning signs that
adolescents may be playing the game.
Where can I learn more?
Read the complete article here: www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5706a1.htm
An electronic version of this information is available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/duip/research/choking_game.htm

