Dedicated to enriching STEAM education in

WAXAHACHIE

When selecting a career path, engineering
students have many job opportunities at
their disposal. Many engineering students
dream of designing rockets and robots,
or bridges and skyscrapers, while never
considering the water engineering field.

This is a result of a knowledge gap among
the general population. Most people do
not understand how much water they use
every day or where this water comes from.
Therefore when it comes time to select a
career, the water profession can often be
overlooked.
This is a problem that the water industry
needs to address. That is why City of
Waxahachie Utilities Department, Life
School, and Carollo Engineers, Inc. teamed
up to educate students about the water
profession and water engineering careers.

CITY OF WAXAHACHIE, LIFE SCHOOL, AND CAROLLO
ENGINEERS, INC. TEAM UP TO EDUCATE HIGH SCHOOL
ENGINEERING STUDENTS ABOUT WATER CAREERS

Life High School Waxahachie offers an engineering science class for students pursuing
an engineering career path. These are some of the high school’s brightest and most
motivated students, and they are very interested to learn about the different careers
in engineering. This class was a
perfect fit for the message that the
team wanted to deliver.
Carollo Engineers, Inc. presented
how much water is used each day
from their tap, to their food, and
even in the manufacturing of their
clothing. The large quantities of
water must be collected, treated,
and delivered, which requires many
talented professionals. The students
then participated in an activity of
arranging a diagram of how clean
water gets to their school and
where it goes when it leaves.

Students were given stickers of different water sources
and infrastructure which they attempted to line up in a
representation of their "urban water cycle".
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David Bailey, Utilities Director,
and Mariana Dunn, Utilities
Administrative Clerk with the
City of Waxahachie displayed the
answers for the students on a map
of the City showing their water
sources of Lake Waxahachie, Lake
Bardwell, Cedar Creek Reservoir,
and Richland Chambers Lake.
Mr. Bailey and Mrs. Dunn also
showed the students the locations
of their water and wastewater
treatment facilities, and all of the
jobs and careers that make them
work.

Mariana Dunn with the City of Waxahachie
Utilities Department discussed the water utilities
infrastructure in the city including water sources,
wastewater treatment plants, and pump stations.
Mariana also discussed job opportunities
within the water profession.

Nancy Lundie, with Carollo
Engineers, Inc. explained to
the students why she became
an engineer. She discussed her
childhood in Kenya with limited
treated water and sanitation, and
the resulting disease and loss of
life that still occurs today on a
daily basis. She explained that this
inspired her career choice in the
water industry.

Life School engineering science students have received valuable information for their
career decisions from the education and outreach program of Carollo Engineers, Inc.
and City of Waxahachie. The team hopes to continue their partnership in additional
classes in the years ahead.

Carollo Cares is part of Carollo's
corporate commitment to giving back to
the areas we serve. Through this program,
we can be responsive to each community's
unique needs, benefit our employees, and
provide educational opportunities that
align with our mission of Working Wonders
with Water®!
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