Montour School District
New elementary school nearing completion
On Sept. 6, elementary students
Another large
from across Montour School District
partition in the cafeteria,
will set foot for the first time in a new
which sits at the end of
elementary school on the high school
the school’s vestibule, will
campus. The state-of-the-art building,
separate it from the new
which is now nearing completion,
gymnasium. The divider
will feature a two-story library and
will be able to be opened to
makerspace, LED Promethean boards
let students blow off energy
in every classroom, Chromebooks for
after lunch in the gym - where
every student, flexible music and art
a rock-climbing wall is to be
rooms, and an outdoor amphitheater,
installed - or left closed to be
just to name some of its amenities.
used as a movie screen.
Dr. Christopher Stone, Montour’s
Throughout the school, there
ABOVE: This photo shows the view of the vestibule in Montour’s
superintendent, says that the school
will be numerous flex spaces
new elementary school from the school’s cafeteria. BELOW: This
utilizes many ideas that have been
outside suites of classrooms
view from the second-floor makerspace looks down onto part of the
piloted at Burkett and Forest Grove. library and its two floors of windows. BOTTOM LEFT: This area at
that can be used for small group
“One thing our teachers have really the rear of the school will feature an amphitheater stage and large, instruction or tutoring. The
grassy play area.
been great with is taking risks and
largest of these spaces sits in
thinking outside of the box,” says Stone,
a rotunda outside of the kindergarten
“rethinking their classrooms and engaging
suites at either end of the school. Both
students in different capacities.”
of these areas are lighted by a skylight.
He says teachers played a big role in
Throughout the school, windows and
helping to design the school. The new
skylights have been placed to maximize
elementary makerspace, for example, will
natural light. The cafeteria’s towering
have much of the same technology already
ceiling lets in tons of light, as do two
being used at both elementary schools,
stories of windows in the library.
including 3D printers, laser etchers and
As with other parts of the school, its
simple materials like cardboard that students
library will also have multiple uses. Its
can use to prototype ideas. This makerspace,
design calls for both reading nooks and
however, will be much larger, big enough to
large spaces with creative, collaborative
hold three classes. It will also have an entire
seating, which in some ways goes
wall of glass to let in tons of natural light.
against the grain of traditional library
Throughout the school, retractable partition
design. It will also have a fireplace to
dividers help make spaces flexible, thanks
enhance story time reading. The library’s
to a unique system that allows them to be
windows look out onto an amphitheater
retracted into the ceiling. Both of the school’s
with 13,000 feet of grassy space big
new art and music rooms will have dividers.
enough for 225 elementary students.
“You could co-teach a cohort of third grade students or put the
In all, the school will have seven innovation rooms
partition down and have a jewelry-making class on one side and an that provide teachers with flexible spaces to do creative
oil painting class on the other,” says Stone about the art room.
projects. It will have two STEM rooms, two art rooms and
a sensory room for students with a developmental disorder
or behavioral issue, or who are on the autism spectrum.
Educators piloted the idea for a sensory room at Burkett
two years ago.
Should the new school need to grow in the future,
there is space available on the first floor roof to add
eight to 10 additional classrooms, says Stone. Plans
initally called for a green roof design with gardens and
grass to absorb heat from sunlight. That green roof
could still be built.
An official opening with community members
is planned for late summer. Watch for details at
MontourSchools.com.
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Japanese government
representatives
visit Forest Grove

On April 11, Forest Grove Elementary was honored to represent
the United States of America as it hosted five Japanese government
representatives
participating in
a project entitled
“Development
of Industry
in the Era of
Information
Revolution.”
The participants
were invited to
the U.S. under
the auspices of
the Department
of State’s
ABOVE AND BELOW: Justin Aglio, Montour’s director of
innovation (pictured above at left), tours Forest Grove with a International
delegation of Japanese government officials evaluating how Visitor
technology impacts public sectors in the U.S.
Leadership
Program. They included: an investigator from the Japan Fair Trade
Commission; an official from the Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare; a chief official of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism; and two assistant directors from different
divisions of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry.
The theme of the project in Pittsburgh focused on how different
industries are employing technological innovation to increase
productivity and what academic, business and public sector entities
are promoting technological innovation to increase productivity.
Forest Grove Elementary was selected to showcase its innovative
programs to represent innovation in American schools.
Some of the highlights of the tour included: a first grade, 1:1 digital
classroom using coding to tell a story in literacy class; students
using Ozobots in the school’s makerspace; self-organized learning
environments - or SOLEs - in the media center; mixed-virtual reality;
educational technology research through the district’s partnership
with Carnegie Mellon University; and digital citizenship through
Common Sense Education.
Joining the tour of the Montour School District was acting
superintendent, Dr. Christopher Stone, and director of innovation,
Justin Aglio. In addition, many teachers interacted with the Japanese
representatives, including first grade teacher Lyndsay Aleski, librarian
Dan Evans, ESL teacher Jean Lowden and resource teacher Jim Lach.
Students in art class, under the guidance of art teacher Anita
Marsico, showcased the school with Japanese culture decorations.
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National education
journal cites
Montour’s maker efforts
An online educational journal quotes Montour educators in
two different articles published earlier this year that are aimed
at helping teachers cultivate and create makerspaces. Both
articles cited ideas from educators across the country, putting
Montour in the national conversation when it comes to talking
about exposing students to STEM subjects through hands-on
maker activities.
In the article “7 Tips for Planning a Makerspace,” author
Leila Meyer quotes Justin Aglio, Montour’s director of
innovation, and kindergarten teacher Jennifer Kosarych in
several sections, including how to cultivate a maker culture,
planning a makerspace, involving stakeholders and selecting
tools. Meyer traces Montour’s makerspace journey, which
started with establishing a maker culture and moved on to
sourcing ideas from the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh
Makeshop. Meyer writes that Montour invited a representative
from the museum to talk with PTA members and chose
making equipment that could be integrated into the school’s
current curriculum.
A follow-up article, also by Meyer, “After the Planning
Phase: 7 Tips for Implementing a Makerspace,” again quotes
Aglio and Kosarych. Meyer quotes both while suggesting tips
such as: finding teachers to champion the movement; allowing
teachers to borrow equipment; and keeping the makerspace
organized. Both articles can be read at thejournal.com.

Dr. Katie Mercadante
earns doctorate

Astronomy, meteorology,
chemistry and physics
teacher Dr. Katie Mercadante
reached a major milestone in
May. In addition to wrapping
up her sixth year at Montour,
she also earned her Ph.D. in
instructional management
and leadership from Robert
Morris University. Her thesis
is entitled “From Standards
to Standard Practice: An
Evaluation of the Perceptions
and Process of Integrating
the Next Generation
Dr. Katie Mercadante
Science Standards in the Nation’s
Schools.”
At Montour, Mercadante teaches multiple levels of
astronomy and meteorology, as well as fundamentals of
chemistry and physics. She is also the SADD and student
council co-advisor, and works with Montour’s Women in
STEM partnership with Industrial Scientific.
Outside of Montour, Mercadante serves on the Pennsylvania
Association of Student Councils’ State Board of Directors and
on the National Weather Association Education Committee.

Todd Price named
principal of the year
The Pennsylvania Association
of Elementary and Secondary
Schools Principals has named
high school principal Todd Price
as the 2017 PAESSP Principal
of the Year. Price is currently
in his 10th year as high school
principal and previously served
as assistant principal at David
E. Williams Middle School.
He holds a bachelor’s degree
in education from Temple
Todd Price
University and a master’s
degree in educational leadership and curriculum instruction
from St. Joseph’s University.
In addition to his duties at the high school, Price has held
a position with the Allegheny Intermediate Unit’s Math and
Science Collaborative since he relocated to the area from
Philadelphia in 2005.
As the winner, Price will be eligible to be named 2018
National Principal of the Year by the National Association of
Secondary School Principals.
“A school district would be hard pressed to find a harder
working principal who always has the best interest of
children in mind,” says Dr. Christopher Stone, Montour’s
superintendent who has worked with Price at Montour
for 11 years. “Mr. Price has embraced the district’s core
values of a growth mindset and putting children first in his
implementation of the high school’s Personalized Learning
Time. This type of calculated risk taking demonstrates Mr.
Price’s forward-thinking educational mindset and commitment
toward the students of Montour.”

Tina Frank named finalist
for teacher of the year

Longtime high school chemistry teacher Tina Frank is
among 12 teachers in Pennsylvania being considered for
teacher of the year honors.
The Pennsylvania chapter of
the National Network of State
Teachers of the Year will bestow
that title upon one teacher at its
annual banquet in Harrisburg this
December.
Frank has taught at Montour
since 1992 and now teaches
AP and college in high school
chemistry courses. In 2008, Frank
formed the Cure Finders club
at the high school after she was
Tina Frank
diagnosed with breast cancer.
Since then, the club, which is largely made up of students, has
raised $120,000 for cancer research. She has also both chaired
and served as a spokesperson for the Pittsburgh Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure.

Students work
with Industrial
Scientific on real-world
design challenge

ABOVE: High school students Haley Casperson, Kaylee Pierce, Veronica
Weddle and Holly Jordan give a presentation at Industrial Scientific.
BELOW: Leandra Mancini holds a drone carrying a sensor that she
programmed to communicate with a mobile app. BOTTOM: Abby Minzer
presents on an app that students tested.

For the third consecutive year, high school students were
partnered with mentors at Industrial Scientific and challenged
to create a solution to a real-world problem through the
Industrial Scientific Women in STEM program. This projectbased learning design
challenge was open
to female Montour
students in grades
nine through 12
who have a strong
interest in science,
mathematics, computer
sciences and/or
engineering. A total of
13 students split over three sub-system teams collaborated on
the final project.
This year’s design challenge tasked students with designing
a sensor, delivery device and
mobile app that could be used
to detect unsafe levels of gases
in a used shipping container.
Leandra Mancini designed and
built a sensor and casing, then
wrote computer code to make
the sensor communicate with
an app. Haley Casperson,
Dina Condeluci, Holly Jordan,
Madeline Minsinger, Abigail
Minzer, Kaylee Pierce and Veronica Weddle designed,
coded and user tested the app. Madalyn Lubinski, Makayla
Miller, Sahara Moses, Gabrielle Nichie, Cassandra
Schiffhauer and Sarah Walters developed the delivery
system, a drone.
Students worked on the project for a year. On April
10, they presented their designs at Industrial Scientific.
Montour faculty mentors for the program were Pam
DiIanni, Emily Eiben, Braden Jasin, Jesse Langman,
Lauren Langman, Dr. Katie Mercadate and Jamie
Stephans.
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Pitt students and faculty
help simulate medical emergency for students
High school students in the college
“This was a unique opportunity
in high school biology, CHS anatomy
for our students to gain first-hand
and physiology, honors chemistry, CHS
information on the various career
chemistry, and AP chemistry courses
opportunities available to students with
participated in a unique, hands-on
a PharmD degree. Typically, when we
medical simulation experience in
think of pharmacists, we think of those
March made possible by the University
professionals who work at the local
of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy.
CVS or Giant Eagle who are primarily
During the presentation, five
responsible for dispensing medication,”
students were selected by a team of
said Dustin Kerr, guidance counselor
Pitt pharmacy students and faculty to
at Montour High School. “Today,
perform the roles of a physician, nurse,
our students learned of additional
pharmacist and two emergency medical High school students participate in a simulation exercise
pharmacy careers that are out there,
technicians caring for a lifelike manikin. facilitated by students and faculty from the University of
which include pharmaceutical
Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy. The exercise included treating
The purpose of the exercise was to
a mannequin known as the Sim Man, which can simulate human development, specialty pharmacy,
responses. To view additional photos of this presentation and
simulate the experience of assessing,
clinical pharmacy and biochemical
events occurring at Montour High School, visit Spartan
managing and treating a patient who is other
pharmacology, to name a few.”
Snapshots located at www.montourschools.com.
experiencing a heart attack caused by an
The Pitt pharmacy team consisted of
opioid overdose.
ambassadors Marisa Postava - a 2015 Montour graduate and first
The manikin used during the exercise was a high-fidelity human
year pharmacy student - and Rebecca Wytiaz - a Thomas Jefferson
simulator known as SimMan. The manikin can replicate many
High School graduate and third-year pharmacy student - under
of the physiological conditions that different types of patients
the guidance of Dr. James Stevens - assistant professor at the
might experience. As students maneuvered through the guided
University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy. Larry Kobulinsky,
presentation, the patient - Denny - was able to react to their
Pitt instructional development specialist, and Suzanne Mannino,
actions, both verbally and through vitals collected and displayed
Pitt student program administrator, also visited with the team.
through SimMan software.

Montour teachers
again dominate My Favorite Teacher essay contest
Montour teachers once again dominated an annual essay contest
sponsored by Barnes & Noble that asked students from area
schools to write about their favorite teachers.
According to Selina Blinn, Barnes and Noble’s community
business development manager, of the approximately 300 essays
submitted to this year’s contest, all but about 50 came from
Montour students. Most of those essays concerned Montour
teachers, though some of the essays were written about teachers
from other area schools that those students had attended.
Among those teachers was Darci Smith of Holy Trinity Catholic
School, who was written about by Montour student Abby Minzer.
Before Minzer enrolled at Montour High School, Smith taught her
at Holy Trinity. Smith’s essay was announced as the winner of the
contest at an April 4 event hosted at the Settlers Ridge Barnes &
Noble store, where authors of the top 10 essays chosen read them
aloud to a crowd of family, friends and educators. Each of those 10
essays were chosen as honorable mentions. Of the selected essays,
eight were written by Montour students, and Montour teachers
were the subject of all but four of them.
Blinn says that half of
the decision to award
an essay is based on
qualities stated in the
essay. One-quarter of
judges’ decisions are
based on the sincerity
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of the essay and one-quarter on writing quality. Overall winners
from the regional competition go on to compete at higher levels.
Last year, an essay written by Montour student Chelsianna
Havko about Montour teacher Anita Marsico won the contest.
The top 15 essays given honorable mentions were all written by
Montour students.

Teachers written about in essays that received
honorable mentions by Montour students in the
Barnes & Noble My Favorite Teacher essay contest
were (starting lower left): Tina Frank, nominated by
Max Rose; Darci Smith (Holy Trinity Catholic School),
nominated by Abby Minzer; Rhonda Marasco,
nominated by Brittney Seibert; Sommer DeRose,
nominated by Noah Kendall; Mike Philips, nominated
by Caitlin O’Toole; Kristin DeLuca, nominated
by Connorlee Duran; and Diamond Linn (of South
Fayette), nominated by Alessia Labate. Not pictured
are George Walker (St. Malachy School), nominated
by Mackenzie Wissner; and Beth Deley, nominated by
Marissa Deltondo.

Kindness Week
The David E. Williams
Counseling Department and
TLC sponsored Kindness Week
during the second week of
February. Their purpose was to
spread kindness throughout the
school.
To kick off the week, Monday
was “It’s Cool to be Kind”
and “Think B4 You Post.”
Students and staff members
participated by wearing white
clothing and were given
“Think B4 You Post” pencils.
Additionally, students attended
an informational presentation
by prevention specialist
Ryan Klingensmith on cyber
bullying. He also discussed how
not being careful with digital
media can affect students’ lives.
Tuesday’s theme was
“Kindness Makes a
Difference.” Students and
staff wore red clothing and
were given “Kindness Makes
a Difference” stickers. In their
science or social studies class,
students wrote nice statements
about each other on paper
hearts. Students either hung the
hearts on their lockers or took
them home to share with their
families.
“Be a Hero” was
Wednesday’s theme. Students
and staff wore camouflage
clothing or superhero t-shirts.
Homeroom teachers distributed
“Be a Hero” wristbands, and
to add to the theme, students
completed a writing activity
describing their hero during
their social studies or science
classes. Nominees for the
kindest boy and kindest girl in
each grade were announced at
the end of the day.
On Thursday, students and
staff wore jerseys or black and
gold clothing to “Team Up
Against Bullying.” Teachers
distributed “Team Up Against
Bullying” stickers and students
participated in team building
activities during their social
studies or science classes.

DEW students
win American
history bowl

Submitted by student writer Emily English
A small group of eighth grade Montour students
recently visited Baldwin High School to participate
in the 2017 America Bowl. During the competition,
students from different schools and age groups
competed against each other in order to find out who
had the best knowledge of American history and
geography. Age groups were separated into elementary
and middle school levels. Questions were categorized
into different parts, such as state knowledge, Pittsburgh
knowledge and more. Even though many schools
competed in the competition, first place winners for
the middle school category - the tougher of the two
categories - were a group of eighth-graders from
Montour. This group consisted of Domenic Hoffman,
Joe Palamidas and George Francis. The team received a
t-shirt for their efforts.

Digital
Media Safety Assembly
By Student Writer Josh Knapp
On Feb. 13, prevention specialist Ryan Klingensmith
and Montour’s pupil services coordinator Cindy Caliguire
visited David E. Williams Middle School to talk to
students about student assistance programs and digital
media safety. Klingensmith and Caliguire explained
that the student assistance program at Montour covers a
wide variety of categories, including academic struggles,
bullying, depression, and home problems, or just about
anything else that students have a problem with that
interferes wih their daily lives and their school life.
They also talked about digital media safety, especially
on social media apps like Facebook, Instagram and
Snapchat. They further discussed how students should be
safe when posting things online by watching what they
post so it doesn’t come back to harm them later.
The assembly kicked off Kindness Week at the
middle school.

Students
win science bowl
Each day during Kindness Week, a boy
and girl were chosen as kindest boy
and kindest girl from each grade at the
middle school. They were (starting at
top) fifth grade: Jake Wolfe and Jordyn
Wolfe; sixth grade: Daniel Porto and
Kyra Segner; seventh grade: Dylan
Sparkenbaugh and Isabella Groznik;
eighth grade: Luke Heidenreich and
Brenda Rea.

Seventh-grade gifted students competed in a science
bowl at the Carnegie Science Center on Jan. 26.
Students had to compete in four different handson challenges. Past competitions have required
students to design a skyscraper using newspaper,
create a new roller coaster and even launch straw
rockets. This year’s competitors from Montour
were Dylan Sparkenbaugh, Nicholas Trojan and
Nicholas Zezza. The team came in first place.
May/June 2017 • www.awmagazine.com •
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Elementary
PTA Schedule

Burkett raises over $7,000
for American Heart Association

For more information on any of the following,
email Jamie Conrad, Elementary PTA president, at
MontourElementaryPTA@gmail.com.

May

19 - Art Show, 6 p.m., Montour Athletic Center
20 - Montour Night at the Riverhounds
22-26 - Burkett BOGO Scholastic Book Fair
23 - PTA Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Burkett Cafeteria
26 - Box Tops Turn-in Deadline for May

June

4 - Little Guy and I at the Washington Wild Things
6 - Forest Grove Field Day
7 - Burkett Carnival Day
8 - Last Day of School for Students / Fourth Grade
Breakfast

Burkett announces
students of the month
for January and February
Burkett fourth-graders Kayla Molitoris, Cale
Schwartzmiller and Dexter Wissinger were chosen as
students of the month for January, along with third-graders
Jaden Pockl and Cyprian Slifkey. Third-graders Rachel
Stasko, Sal Magliocco, Ian Cessna and James McMurtrie
were chosen as students of the month for February, along
with fourth-graders Anthony Dalessandri and Anna Stevens.
Students of the month are chosen for exhibiting
appropriate behavior, performing random acts of kindness,
demonstrating improvement in academic areas and
exhibiting self control. A deserving student with a quiet
disposition can also be recognized.

Burkett’s students of the month for January were (above) Kayla
Molitoris, Cale Schwartzmiller, Dexter Wissinger, Jaden Pockl and
Cyprian Slifkey. Students of the month for February were (below) Ian
Cessna, Anthony Dalessandri, James McMurtrie, Rachel Stasko, Anna
Stevens and Sal Magliocco.
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Burkett students collected donations for the American Heart Association in February.
Students pictured each raised $50 or more.

During the month of February, Burkett Elementary students scoured
couch cushions for coins, emailed friends and family, and worked hard
to collect donations for the American Heart Association. They also
participated in Jumpathon activities with Lois Buttray in gym classes and
completed physical challenges during their daily recess.
Together, Burkett’s third and fourth graders collected $7,360.04 for the
American Heart Association, which is $1,100 more than they collected
last year. Top collectors in third grade were Joslyn Heckathorne and Anna
Varner. Top collectors in fourth grade, who also tied for first place in the
school by collecting $390 apiece, were Logan Richardson and Nicole
Pollard.

Forest Grove classroom
finishes second in
Penguins decorating contest

Summer Keaton’s first grade
homeroom class at Forest Grove
finished second in a Pittsburgh
Penguins decorating contest in April.

Summer Keaton’s first grade homeroom at Forest Grove placed second
in the Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation Playoff Classroom Decorating
Contest in April. Voting closed April 20, the same day that the Penguins
defeated the Columbus Blue Jackets to advance to the semifinals of the
Stanley Cup playoffs to play the Washington Capitals. Votes were cast
by Facebook users who “liked” photos of Pittsburgh-area classrooms
posted on the Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation’s Facebook page. Keaton’s
classroom, which garnered over 1,000 “likes,” was one of five finalists
in the contest. Each of the finalists will receive a Pens Pride package and
Keaton’s class is planning a celebration.

Elementary students
celebrate Read Across America Day

Students at Burkett and Forest Grove elementary schools celebrated the life of much-beloved children’s author and
illustrator Dr. Seuss on March 2. The day coincided with the nationwide celebration Read Across America, which
celebrates the importance of reading.
At Burkett, over 100 students dressed in costume as their favorite Seuss characters, including Cat in the Hat, Things 1
and 2, Cindy Lou Who and Sam I Am. Students recited a reader’s oath, in which they promised to read whenever they had
the opportunity. A book swap, organized by school
librarian Marrianna Greenaway, gave students the
opportunity to bring in a gently used book from
home and “swap” it out for another book that they
might like to read. Over 150 students went home
with a new “used” book to enjoy.
At Forest Grove, meanwhile, the building looked
like Whoville, with a new and exciting Dr. Seuss
theme each day of the week. Anyone walking through
the halls might have bumped into those same Seuss
characters. The halls echoed with the voices of students
reading classic Dr. Seuss books. Even Clifford the Big
Red Dog came for a visit and joined in on the fun. In
honor of the Grinch, students and faculty dressed in
“Grinchy” green and sampled delicious green snacks.
To celebrate Fox in Socks, students wore silly socks
and slippers and enjoyed a blue treat. After reading
ABOVE: Janine Zozos’ class dressed up as Dr. Seuss characters in honor of Dr. Seuss’ “What Pet Should I Get?” the students shared pictures
birthday.
and stories of their own pets and brought in their favorite
stuffed animals. There were also crazy hats, costumes and hair styles reminiscent of Dr. Seuss characters.
Forest Grove was especially honored to host celebrity guest readers, including Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald,
Jordan Kline from WISH 99.7 FM, amazing parents and faculty members. At both elementary schools, it was a “Seusstastical”
celebration.
CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: Erin Hric’s class dresses as Dr. Seuss characters. Teachers Jennifer Fisher, Lynne Jones, Corissa Robb and Lyndsay
Aleski, along with director of innovation Justin Aglio, dress as Seuss characters. Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald reads to students in the library.
Students browse through used books brought in to school by students.
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Burkett students
participate in
Battle of the Books

Fifty-six fourthgraders from Burkett
Elementary School
recently participated
in the Battle of
the Books, a trivia
competition that
encourages students
to read good books
and have fun while
competing with their
peers.
The process began
in November, when
school librarian
ABOVE: First place winners were
Marianna Greenaway the Word Wizards. BELOW: Second
place honors went to the Summarizing
selected five novels Superheroes.
from a variety of
genres for students to
read. Thirteen teams
had 11 weeks to read
the books and meet
regularly as a group
to discuss and study
them. Each team was
led by a dedicated
parent who served as
its coach, setting up
meetings and reviewing team members’ work at each
meeting.
“For the team members and coaches involved,
Battle of the Books is a substantial and meaningful
commitment,” says Greenaway. “The preparation for
a March competition begins in November. This event
promotes a love of reading in kids and exposes them
to titles and authors that they might not encounter
otherwise.”
During the competition, 13 teams were asked to write
answers to 45 questions about the books. Teams, for
example, could be asked about a specific event or detail
in the book. Students would then have to write their
answer, along with the name of the author of the novel.
“The battle inspires teamwork and good sportsmanship
in an atmosphere of friendly competition,” says
Greenaway.
This year’s champion team was the Word Wizards,
made up of Quinn Dalverny, Evan Jennings, Michael
Muto and Olliver Wovchko. Second place honors went
to the Summarizing Superheroes, made up of Ava
Durigon, Ava Huff, Dylan Huff, Eliana Knause and
Sophia Sinicrope. Third place honors went to the
Literature Llamas, made up of Allison Armitage, Ivy
Freshwater, McKenna Pierce, Mary Kate Tracy and
Jade Schrenker.

34

• Allegheny West Magazine • May/June 2017

Burkett celebrates
International Day of Happiness
On March 20,
Happiness Walls were
decorated all over the
world in celebration
of International Day
of Happiness. Instead
of visiting a wall
somewhere else,
teachers and students
at Burkett again
thought they would
start their own at
Burkett, as has been ABOVE AND BELOW: Students at Burkett Elementary celebrate
tradition at the school International Day of Happiness in March.
for the past three years.
Typically, the day is celebrated by students and staff posting messages
on their Happiness Wall in the cafeteria that start with, “I am happy
because…” or, “I will spread happiness by…”.
While students always enjoy Eat’n Park smiley cookies as part of the
celebration, their favorite part is a dance party in front of the wall. This
year’s celebration looked a little different, however, as teacher Amanda
McDermott spearheaded an effort to spread the celebration over two weeks.
“I think we have so much to be happy about at Burkett that we couldn’t
limit the celebration to just one day,” said McDermott.
In addition, information was sent home to parents so they could help
spread happiness throughout the community and not keep it contained in
the building. During those two weeks, Burkett focused on the 10 Keys
to Happier Living, as provided by www.actionforhappiness.org. Burkett
students focused on one key per day for two weeks and had students set
goals for actionable steps toward achieving each key.
Throughout Happiness Week, students received happiness-themed
pencils, journals, tokens, stickers and - of course - smiley cookies.
One day, students posted their happiness declarations on the Happiness
Wall. Another entire day was dedicated to the highlight of the week: a dance
party. Though some were shy in the beginning, most of the students were up
and dancing at some point.
Happiness is something that should be focused on every day, not just one
time each year. The joy Burkett faculty saw students exhibit during the
week is a great reminder of that fact.
To join the movement, visit www.dayofhappiness.net for information and
resources about spreading happiness in the community and world. Share
efforts on Twitter with: #MontourProud, @AMascellino,
@ActionForHappiness and #HappyActs.

Athletic News
Seven more students sign letters of intent

Five members of this past
season’s football team, one player
from the girls’ soccer team and
a member of the Spartan softball
team all recently signed letters of
intent to continue their athletic careers
in college. The former members of
the Spartan football squad celebrated
their signings in March. They and their
schools are as follows: Alex Jozwiak,
Grove City College; Antonio Pugliano,
Washington and Jefferson College; Mason
Schrenker, Waynesburg University; Bobby
Walker, Westminster College; and Noah
Russell, Geneva College.
Alex Jozwiak, Antonio
Pugliano, Mason
Alexandra Faith, a four-year starter
Schrenker, Bobby Walker
with
the girls’ soccer team, also recently
and Noah Russell (all
pictured above) recently
signed a letter of intent to continue her
signed letters of intent to
academic and athletic career at Indiana
play football in college.
University of Pennsylvania. Faith spent
Alexandra Faith (at left)
signed a letter of intent
two years at midfield and two years on
to play soccer for Indiana
defense during her varsity career. She was
University of Pennsylvania
and Carly Amon (at right)
also a four-year letterman and named an
to play softball for Bethany
all-WPIAL player. Her performance in the
College.
classroom has been no less impressive, as
she maintains a 4.0 GPA.
Carly Amon also signed a letter of intent to play softball for Bethany College.
In addition to playing softball, Amon was a member of the marching band, the
Future Educators Association and the Cure Finders club at Montour. As well,
she was the secretary for the high school musical and the outreach program.
She is a member of the Tri-M Music Honor Society and an honor roll student
with a 3.7 GPA. She will attend Bethany on a full academic scholarship.
Courtney Tomas, Dom Sleva and Kennedi
Stevenson were all recently named to the Big
5/6 first team all-star team for girls’ and boys’
basketball. All three student athletes were
celebrated at a banquet attended by over 300
people at the Doubletree in Monroeville.

Three
basketball players
earn all-star honors

Macek sets two school records,
finishes third
in PIAA championship

Basketball players Courtney Tomas, Dom Sleva and
Kennedi Stevenson display plaques they received for
earning all-star honors.

Senior Roman Macek achieved what no other wrestler in Montour history
had when he finished in third place at the PIAA wrestling championships in
Hershey in March. His performance at
the championships brought his overall
career to 119-29 after completing a
season in which he recorded a 39-3
record, which was another school first for
most wins ever by a Montour wrestler in
a single season.
During the season, Macek also wrestled
in the prestigious Pittsburgh Wrestling
Classic at the University of Pittsburgh
Fitzgerald Field House and placed third
at the WPIAL championship. Macek will
be attending Duquesne University on a
football scholarship this fall.
May/June 2017 • www.awmagazine.com •

35

ADMINISTRATION
(412) 490-6500
Dr. Christopher Stone
Superintendent
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6103
stonec@montourschools.com
Mr. Scott Milburn
Director of Education
Grades 7-12
(412) 490-6500
milburns@montourschools.com
Mr. Justin Aglio
Director of Innovation
(412) 490-6500 x 6230
aglioj@montourschools.com
Ms. Susan Sinicki
Director of Human Resources
412-490-6500, ext. 6235
sinickis@montourschools.com
Mrs. Anna Borsos
Business Manager
(412) 490-6500, ext. 6232
borsosa@montourschools.com
Mr. Bob Wagner
Transportation Director
(412) 490-6500, ext. 4700
wagnerb@montourschools.com
Mr. Lou Cerro
Athletic Director
(412) 490-6500, ext. 1627
cerrol@montourschools.com
Mr. Darryl Yonkers
Director of Technology
(412) 490-6500 x 6510
yonkersd@montourschools.com
HIGH SCHOOL
(412) 490-6500
Mr. Todd Price, Principal
(412) 490-6500, ext. 1612
pricet@montourschools.com
Mr. Robert Carlisle, Acting Asst.Principal
(412) 490-6500, ext. 1615
carlisler@montourschools.com
DAVID E. WILLIAMS
MIDDLE SCHOOL
(412) 771-8802
Mr. Dominick Salpeck, Principal
(412) 771-8802, ext. 2611
salpeckd@montourschools.com
Mr. Michael Marvin, Assistant Principal
(412) 771-8802, ext. 2612
marvinm@montourschools.com
BURKETT ELEMENTARY
(412) 787-0408
Mr. Jason Burik
Principal
(412) 787-0408 ext. 4611
burikjason@montourschools.com
Jason Shoaf
Elementary Principal
shoafj@montourschools.com
FOREST GROVE
ELEMENTARY
(412) 490-6500
Mr. Justin Aglio
Acting Principal
(412) 490-6500 x 6230
aglioj@montourschools.com
Jason Shoaf
Elementary Principal
shoafj@montourschools.com

36

• Allegheny West Magazine • May/June 2017

Stay up to date at
www.montourschools.com!

