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DECEMBER 4
Jr. High Parent Teacher
Conferences at Oakwood
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Yavne Production
8:00 p.m. at Yavne High School

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 5 & 11
Grades 1-6
Parent Teacher Conferences
6:30-10:00 p.m.

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 6
Yavne Parent Teacher
Conferences
7:00-10:00 p.m.

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 12
Preschool Chanukah Chagiga
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Chanukah Delights
6:45 p.m.
Jr. High 4:30 dismissal
(December 12, 13, 19)

The United States of America truly allows us to live the American dream. Our standard of living
has probably never been better; our freedom to practice religion may well be unprecedented;
our communities are thriving. So many people enjoy financial success beyond their wildest
expectations. Yet, more and more families have become weighted with debts incurred by the
very opportunities of the Goldeneh Medinah, the Land of Plenty.
Some of this is a result of the very opportunities available to us—and the challenges of a
materialistic society: credit cards, car leases, financing and more have become a way of life that
transforms luxuries into absolute necessities.
In the broader Jewish community, sadly, the perceived cost of Jewish living often exceeds the
true value of living a Jewish life. Assimilation is rampant, continuity is threatened and a day
school education is not always a priority. According to one study, the Orthodox household
allocates 35% of its income for expenditures for religious living, with the remaining amount for
all other necessities in households that are becoming, thankfully, much larger. To its credit, this
community is willing to sacrifice extras because it values the overt, inherent and eternal benefits
of religious life and tradition as an absolute priority.
While our communities continue to provide magnanimous support to ease (or alleviate) some of
the financial burdens (Jewish education in particular and the cost of Jewish life in general), still,
financial hardship has still become a daunting fact of life for more people than ever before —
and the emotional stress is exhausting.
While solving all of our problems in the immediate future is improbable, we could take the
reasonable step of adopting a fiscally responsible standard of living. We do not have to
overextend ourselves just because opportunities are available and begging for our attention.
And we could attempt to plan for the future, as well.
Ironically, Yaakov Avinu did just this!
In this week's parsha the Torah teaches us that Yaakov was frightened by the approach of Esav
and his legions. Thus, he divided his family, his servants, and his cattle, herds and camels into
two camps (32:8). Rabbi Chiya learned from this strategy of Yaakov Avinu that one should not
keep all his money in one corner—one should diversify—he should plan for the future (Midrash
Bereishis Rabbah15).
The Talmud (Baba Metziah 42a) teaches that one should always divide his money into three
portions: one third invested in land, one third in merchandise, and one third should be readily
available.
To the one who is confronted with mounting expenses and debts, it is difficult to divide that
which does not exist. However, the Torah reminds us that even from the very beginning of our
People, as far back as Yaakov Avinu, responsible planning and spending were a priority.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Much has taken place at the Oakwood Campus these past few
weeks! Let’s begin with Rosh Chodesh. Early Sunday morning,
the students of the Cheshvan cleanup committees were
treated to a special deluxe breakfast with hot eggs, fresh
bagels etc. The new committee lists went up and it was a sight
to see as the boys clamored for the opportunity to be a
partner in making our building an environment conducive to
learning and growth. The Kislev committees are already hard
at work. Following Gemara learning, the seventh graders
returned to the cafeteria for our monthly Rosh Chodesh
seuda. After heartzig singing, each boy made an ice cream
sundae with many toppings. While they were eating, Rabbi
Kahn related a fascinating story of how the Torah can bring
one light even in his darkest moments. Rabbi Kahn then
introduced the challenge of the month which was to learn 100
hours! The boys received their Rosh Chodesh gift: a new
“evolution basketball”. The eighth graders also had their own
beautiful seudah.
Thanksgiving this year in Oakwood was a day we will all
remember. From before Shacharis, the electric feeling was in
the air. The fathers of our talmidim were invited to begin their
day with their sons in school. Following a gala breakfast,
prepared by Mr. Dovid Greenberger, Yishai Schur and Yirmiya
Gold, over fifty fathers and the entire kollel learned
together. Everyone who had the zechus to be there left
feeling truly inspired!
Later, we had the privilege to hear from Rabbi Refoel
Mendelowitz, a Rebbi at Yeshiva of Greater Washington and
renowned head counselor of the traveling camp, Ma Rabu.
Rabbi Mendelowitz regaled the boys with stories that brought

The Yeshiva Ketana had a lot of nachas this week as
talmidim celebrated siyumim. In Rabbi Sokol’s sixth
grade
Moshe
Faintuch made siyum
on Mesechtos Eruvin,
Chagiga and Shekalim.
And in Rabbi Drazin’s
fourth grade class,
Mayer
Rokowsky

|

out his point
that the aleph
and beis of
everything is
Hashgachas
Hashem.
On
Friday,
we
were privileged
to hear from Rabbi Shraga Freedman, an Academy alumnus
and currently Mashgiach/boys’ Director at the Cincinnati
Hebrew Day School, who spoke about the importance of
Kiddush Hashem. He brought out his point with modern day
stories of people who exemplify this middah.
During the first trimester the 8th grade science classes
maneuvered their way through a “force and motion” physics
unit. During this time of study and exploration, the students
gained knowledge and hands on experience with concepts
such as speed, velocity, acceleration due to gravity, balanced
and unbalanced forces, just to name a few.
As a final cumulative project, the students were asked to
design an original roller coaster using their recently acquired
knowledge. This “coaster” design was made from tape and
half sections of insulation tubing. Their coasters had to
incorporate components such as loops, hills and curves. The
“riders” of these amusement park rides were marbles, which,
for obvious reasons, could not leave the track.
Yechiel Applebaum, Eliezer Roffman and Y.Y. Shifrin broke a
long-standing record by constructing a successful “coaster”
that included 21 different components!

made a siyum on
Meseches Rosh HaShanah.
We also had the
upsherin of Sholom
Kushner
in
Rabbi
Eiserman’s classroom this week. We wish all of these
talmidim continued hatzlacha in their learning as well as
much nachas to their families.
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Here on Taylor Road we are really missing our kindergarteners! But the main hallway is once
again filled with smiling faces and the sounds of learning. Our two first and two sixth grade
classes have moved upstairs and we are so glad to have them here!
Morah Levine’s first grade girls finished learning how to
write all of their Hebrew letters in script. To celebrate
this accomplishment, they formed the letters with string
licorice on frosted cookies. What a yummy way to learn!
Our two fourth grade classes have reached a major milestone, they have
completed Sefer Bereishis! The moros and girls are hard at work preparing a gala
siyum celebration!

With thanks and praise to Hakadosh Boruch Hu, the
monumental event we have planned and prepared for for
so long has arrived! We thank all those who had a part in
making
this
convention
possible.
May
all the inspiration
and benefits be an
everlasting merit
for us all... We are
looking forward to
a beautiful and
uplifting Shabbos.
Yavne is honored to have
a new portrait hanging in
our office. In conjunction with the eleventh yahrzeit of Rebbetzin Rochel Sorotzkin,
Rabbi Greenwald spoke to the Yavne students and unveiled a special portrait of the
Rebbetzin. Rebbetzin Sorotzkin was a beloved supervisor of Yavne for decades and
inspired generations of Yavne students. In recognition of her everlasting influence,
several Yavne graduating classes gifted the painting. As we view the portrait we
recall her modesty, her kindness, her wisdom and her warmth. May she continue
to be a source of inspiration to all of us. Yehei zichra baruch.
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Mrs. Geraci’s 3rd Grade Boys STEM Project – Building
Bridges

Special Guest in Mrs. Drucker’s
Second Grade

This week the boys in the third grade started a new story
called Pop’s Bridge by Eve Bunting. The fictional story is
about two fathers
who worked on the
crew that built the
Golden Gate Bridge
in San Francisco. In
order to help the
boys
better
understand the story
we needed to build
some
background
knowledge. In doing
so, we discussed our
new
vocabulary
words and read our informational text Bridges. The boys
viewed a power point presentation on different types of
bridges and how they were constructed. The next day the
boys participated in a STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) project called Building
Bridges.

Mrs. Salamon brought a special
visitor to Mrs. Drucker's second
grade
classGidon's
pet
hedgehog, Spiky! We learned all
about its protective features,
including its (6000!) quills on its body. When it senses
danger, it curls itself into a hard ball, burying its head in its
body. Then the quills become even spikier and will hurt
anyone who touches it. Thank you, Salamons, for this
exciting learning opportunity.

STEM activities are incredibly full of learning. It is the
ultimate hands-on, project-based activity. The best part of
STEM is that it is collaborative. The boys worked together
in groups of 3 or 4 to solve the problem of designing a
bridge, using only index cards. In addition, the bridge must
bear weight. The group dynamics that occurred were
amazing. The boys had to plan, discuss, solve problems
and implement strategies all for the good of the group.
The boys learned a lot and are bringing a whole new
perspective as they read our story Pop’s Bridge.

Recess: Taking it to the next level
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Health Day, 2017-2018!
Our annual health day is tentatively scheduled for the
week of January 14th and we are looking for innovative
ideas and parents willing to participate in setting up a
special program for our student body. All ideas are
welcome.
Please
email
Dr.
Schwartz
at
schwartzy@hac1.org with ideas for presenters,
programming, or interest in helping on the actual Health
Day.

Recess P.L.A.Y awards this week were given to Chana
Sasonkin in grade 6 and Liora Brummer in grade 1. We are
proud of all the girls who are choosing fun and active
games to play during recess which promote fitness and
social skills including teamwork and sportsmanship. We
would like to thank our enthusiastic gym teacher, Mrs. B
for ensuring this program continues. The benefits are
healthy, both physically and socially. As Chana Sasonkin
said, “I get to meet new girls!” as she is a role model for
the younger students in physical activity and kindness
while including girls of all ages. Great job girls!

|

The excitement is mounting as the children are learning more and more about
Chanukah. They are walking around the hall singing about Antiochus, the wicked
king, Ma’oz Tzur, and Spin little dreidle. Even our k’tan-taners are jumping around
while singing latkelah, latkelah and spinning like dreidles.

Mrs. Pessie Saks
Limudei Kodesh Teacher at Yavne

Some of our four year old classes are creating menoros out of tiles and nuts (the
metal kind). They are so excited to bring these menoros home and to show their
mommies and abbas how they know where to put the neiros and how to say the
brachos. These children have also used different colored tissue papers to make a
special present for their families. Our threes are also making menoros, but these will
be used not with real candles but to encourage fine motor skills and pretend play.

You grew up in Cleveland. When did you
move back and what brought you here?
I began married life here and then moved to NY
for a short time. When we were ready to leave
NY, I could think of no other place that I would
rather live than my hometown. Our community
is one that is made up of so many diverse
people and yet, for the most part, everyone is
so accepting of one another.

In this week’s parsha, we learn that Yaakov did three things to prepare to meet
Eisav, who was his “enemy.” The most important was to daven to Hashem. In many
of our classes, the children discussed how they daven to Hashem and some of the
special things for which they daven.

Tell us which grades you have taught in
your teaching career?
I have been privileged to teach all grades with
the exception of Kdg, 1st and 10th grades.
Although all the new preparation can be a
challenge, it is definitely in my best interest to
keep things new and refreshing as it keeps me
motivated and excited about my profession.

Mazel Tov to Shlomo Dunoff, Miriam Greenberg, and Bracha Strauss on winning the
$25 ShopwithScrip raffle. The momentum of new families signing up is growing by
the day. We will have a table set up at Parent- Teacher Conferences to help sign you
up and answer any questions you may have about the ShopwithScrip program. We
hope to see you there!

This year, you made the move to Yavne
High School. How are you finding that
transition?

We are still looking for volunteers to help with the Chanukah Delights, December
12. We need volunteers to help with baking, setup, clean up and during the
event. Please contact Mrs. Vaiselberg at 216-382-3300 at ext. 341 or at
vaiselbergt@hac1.org if you are interested in helping out.

I can’t deny that I miss the friends and the
place where I spent the last 33 years! That
being said, I am so happy that I made the
change. It has given me the opportunity and
challenge to start something new and to
cultivate some wonderful new relationships
with the staff and students at Yavne.

What is the biggest challenge in high
school? How do your students surprise
you?



Mrs. Miriam Barkin on the birth of a grandson to Rabbi & Mrs. Zev Kanarek

Probably reprogramming my teaching style
after having worked with younger children in
the recent years. One of the positive aspects, is
that I am given the opportunity to transmit our
mesora to impressionable students at such a
crucial time in their lives. It gives me
satisfaction to be a “listening ear” to the girls
and to then, hopefully, guide their questions,
thoughts and concerns in the proper direction.



Mr. & Mrs. Morry Blech on the birth of a grandson to Rabbi & Mrs. Michoel
Blech



Mr. & Mrs. Joel Hellman on the birth of a grandson to Rabbi & Mrs. Pinchos
Aminifard



Mrs. Chaya Gitty Kohn on the birth of a granddaughter to Meilech & Kayla
Leshkowitz

Which subject is your favorite to teach
and why?



Rabbi & Mrs. Noam Kutoff on the birth of a son. Mazel tov to Mr. & Mrs.
Moshe Y. Mann and Rebbetzin Esther Mann.

Definitely Chumash! Every time I prepare a
lesson in Chumash, there are so many new
hashkofos and ideas that I learn that I can then
transmit to my students with such excitement.
It is a chance to bring Hashem and our Avos
and Imahos in to our daily lives.



Rabbi & Mrs. Simcha Mann on the birth of a grandson to Rabbi & Mrs. Dov
Halle. Mazel tov to Rebbetzin Esther Mann.
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BUILDING
OUR FUTURE
A ME AN I N G F UL DI S C US S I O N
A B OU T M I K VAH AN D
COMM UN AL R E S P O N S I B I L I TY

K E Y N OTE S P E AK E R

JUDGE RUCHIE FREIER
N E W YO R K C I TY C R I M I N A L CO U RT J U D G E
The Honorable Judge Ruchie Freier, the ﬁrst
Chasidic woman to be elected to public oﬃce in the
United States and the ﬁrst Chasidic female judge.

VIRTUAL PRESENTATION
Using 3D color renderings, ﬂoor plans, and other cutting edge
technology, Sarah Schwarz, Senior Project Designer at Vocon, will
share the design visuals that our architectural partners have created
in support of our community's vision for the new mikvah building.

SO UPS + SA L A D S + CO FF E E BA R + D E S S E RT S

SU N DAY E V E N I N G

DEC 10 | 7:15 PM

YO UN G I SRAE L OF G RE ATE R C LE VE LAND
For Women Only

Rebbetzin Chaikin · Penina Cohen · Raizy Freedman · Aliza Gottesman · Henni Horowitz · Devorah Juravel · Ruchi Koval · Miriam Krupenia
Olivia Kushner · Faina Malahimov · Chani Nisenbaum · Lieby Nisenbaum · Deborah Pollack · Frumi Pollack · Tamar Smith · Daphna Soclof · Yael Taub

WO M EN ’ S
ADV I S O RY B OA R D
Goldy Bookman
Deena Davidovich
Suri Dessler
Hilary Gecovich
Chany Klein
Katie Spiegler
Yehudis Weiss

Proudly supported by
FUCHS MIZRACHI SCHOOL
HEB REW ACADEMY OF CLEVELAND
YESHIVA DERECH HATORAH
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Monday, December 4

Adults- $12
nder)- $8
Youth (8 and u

8:00 pm
Yavne High School

Tickets sold only a

designsbycsc@gmail.com C

732-228-1947

t the Door

Doors open 7:00

For women and girls

