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Making and reinforcing strong connections!

Congratulations,
Teachers of the Year!
Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through a
positive and safe
learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.

San Benito CISD Campus Teachers of the Year, 2017-2018

San Benito CISD Campus Teachers of the Year include, front row, from left, Jose Tafolla, La
Encantada Elementary; Maria Isabel Alvarado, Ed Downs Elementary; Natalia Montez, Fred Booth
Elementary; Leslie Ybarra, Joe Callandret Positive Redirection Center; Jo Ann D. Wise, Berta
Cabaza Middle School; Lupita Ochoa, Angela Gerusa Leal Elementary; Linda L. Rivas, Dr. Cash
Elementary; middle, Janette Dominguez, Judge Oscar De La Fuente Elementary; Stephanie Ramirez,
La Paloma Elementary; Maria D. Estrada, Rangerville Elementary; Karla Montes, Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. Elementary;
Gloria Rodriguez, Landrum Elementary; back, Marisela Acosta, Frank Roberts Elementary; Carmen Grammer, San
Benito Riverside Middle School; Reynaldo Garcia, San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy; Jose Angel Villarreal,
Miller Jordan Middle School; Randy Olivan, San Benito High School; and Yvonne Q. Nuñez, Sullivan Elementary.
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It’s hard to believe that the 2016-2017 school year is rapidly coming to a close. We
have only about nine weeks remaining! With that said, I have always been a big believer
in bookends. As it pertains to the school year, I believe that it is critical to start strong, but
also to ﬁnish strong. Accordingly, I want to once again reiterate and express my sincere
appreciation and gratitude to the amazing staff and students of the San Benito CISD.
I know that each and every day you show up to work and school inspired to become the
Gold Standard in all areas of public education. As a result, I am conﬁdent that our school
Dr. Adrian Vega
district will realize this vision!
Superintendent
In accordance with this vision, there are a number of amazing activities and programs
scheduled between now and the end of the school year. Therefore, please continue to
check the district’s website and social media outlets for upcoming programming – concerts, awards ceremonies,
athletic events, community events, banquets, etc. I hope you are able to attend as many of these events, if your
schedule allows.
In closing, I would like to remind everyone about the amazing opportunity that we have on a daily basis to
impact the lives of our students, families, and each other, when we release the best of ourselves. So, until next
time … Release the Hounds!

SHARE YOUR NEWS
News items for this
publication should be
submitted to the
Communications
Department via electronic
mail to the following:
clongoria@sbcisd.net or
icgonzalez@sbcisd.net.

Pre-kindergarten pre-registration set to begin

2017 EASTER HOLIDAY

San Benito CISD will observe the
Easter holiday on Friday, April 14,
and Monday, April 17. There will
be no classes for students. Classes
will resume at their regular time on
Tuesday, April 18.

San Benito CISD
@sbcisd

The school district’s administrative
ofﬁces will be closed during the
Easter holiday. They will reopen at
7:30 AM on Tuesday, April 18.

@SanBenitoCISD

Here’s wishing everyone
a Happy Easter!

The district will be working cooperatively and in
partnership with NINOS, Inc. (Neighbors in Need of
Services, Incorporated) Head Start/Early Start
Program in providing a high-quality full-day
pre-kindergarten education for early learners.
As a child’s ﬁrst experience in a structured setting
with teachers and groups of children, pre-kindergarten provides early learners
a solid foundation for gaining knowledge, following instructions, and sharing.
Pre-registration of pre-kindergarten students for the 2017/2018 academic
year will be held at each elementary school according to the following
schedule:
•

Monday, April 3 - Friday, April 7 and Monday, May 1 - Friday, May 5
8:00-11:00 AM and 1:00-3:30 PM

•

Thursday, April 6 and Thursday, May 4
4:30-6:30 PM

For additional information and/or a list of the required documentation,
please contact the elementary campus nearest your home or Monica Muñoz,
the school district’s Pre-Kindergarten Coordinator, at (956) 361-6135.

sanbenito.cisd

Trustee meets with Texas legislators

Board secretary strives to ensure the protection of public education

San Bento CISD School Board Secretary Michael A.
Vargas, M.Ed., stands alongside Texas District 27
Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr. and Donna ISD trustee Alicia
Reyna. Vargas and Reyna were among a group of
dedicated Texas school board trustees that were
recently afforded the opportunity to meet with Texas
legislators to discuss critical issues relating to public
education.

San Benito CISD School Board Secretary Michael A. Vargas, M.Ed., attended the Texas
Association of School Administrators (TASA) and Texas Association of School Boards
(TASB) Legislative Conference in Austin, Texas.
“Public education has been under attack from the national and state levels, so as a
board trustee for San Benito CISD, I’m committed to making sure that we are protecting
public education at the local level,” said Vargas, who serves as a Legislative Advisory
Council Representative to the TASB Legislative Committee.
Vargas’ commitment to public education was the driving force behind seeking a seat
on the state level TASB committee during his ﬁrst year as an elected public ofﬁcial in
San Benito.
Scheduled when the Texas Legislature is in session, the TASA/TASB Legislative
Conference provides school board trustees an opportunity to meet with their respective
legislators to discuss critical issues relating to public education.
“Meeting with our State Representatives and Senators is a crucial component in
lending our voices to this consequential effort,” explained Vargas.
“It is also reassuring to know that I am not in this ﬁght alone. Advocating for the best
educational outcomes for the students of South Texas, alongside other board trustees in
the area like Donna ISD, has been very productive,” he added.
The TASA/TASB governmental relations staff also provided conference attendees with

an update on legislative activities and proposed bills.
“The Rio Grande Valley should always have a seat at the table during the legislative session, allowing us to be a part of such a crucial
conversation,” Vargas said.
The next step for Vargas is to update the local school board and bring awareness to what Austin is doing legislatively and how students’ lives
will be impacted.
Days after meeting with Texas legislators, Vargas ran for and was elected to the Mexican-American School Board Members Association
(MASBA) Board of Directors during the MASBA 2017 Annual Conference in San Antonio.
MASBA is committed to helping school board members come together to ﬁnd solutions, discuss legislature and current affairs as it relates to
education and the Mexican-American culture. The organization’s mission is to make high quality education possible to ALL students; increase
parental and community participation in public governance; improve academic achievement; and advocate equitable school ﬁnance.

Clara Margarita Escobedo
August 12, 1949 - January 27, 2017

District loses dedicated employee
San Benito CISD staff members mourned the loss of a beloved
and esteemed colleague, Clara M. Escobedo, an accounts
payable clerk with the district’s Business Ofﬁce. Clara, or “Clarita,”
had dedicated just over 12 years of service to the school district.
Clara passed away after a sudden illness on the afternoon of
Friday, January 27. The unexpected loss came as a shock to her
co-workers, friends, and family members.
District ofﬁcials, including Superintendent of Schools Dr. Adrian
Vega, expressed their sincere condolences to the Escobedo
family. “Our heartfelt thoughts and prayers go out to her family,”
said Dr. Vega. “We extend our deepest condolences.”
She is survived by her husband of 46 years, Mariano S.
Escobedo, and her children, Mariano M. Escobedo, Cynthia
Escobedo, and Hugo A. Escobedo. She is also survived by her
mother, Margarita Martinez de Lozano, and her siblings: Sylvia
Lozano (David) Nieva, Beatriz Lozano, Arturo (Patricia) Lozano,
Emma Lozano, and Esteban (Lucy) Lozano. She also leaves
behind numerous loving relatives and friends.
Clara was a very passionate, hardworking, and loving wife,
mother, and grandmother. She will be dearly missed!

Wildcats set to receive BRAND NEW sports equipment
Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. Elementary will soon be receiving a customized
$15,000 donation of brand new sports equipment. All it took was one
sweet and simple photo!
Coach Mel Sosa submitted a photo of students pleading for new
equipment along with an explanation of why the school needed an
equipment upgrade. As a result of those efforts, Coach Sosa and the
Wildcat community are getting what they wished for after the local
elementary school was named the grand prize winner of the Good
Sports “Let’s Play Before and After” photo contest.
Through the power of social media, word of the contest spread like
wildﬁre, resulting in well over 10,300 votes being cast for the photo.
Sometime in April or May, Good Sports will visit the campus and hold
an unveiling event. We’ll be there!
Good Sports gives all kids the lifelong beneﬁts of sport and physical
activity by providing new equipment, apparel and footwear to those
most in need.
THANK YOU, Good Sports! The generous donation will positively
impact the lives of our students.

San Benito NJROTC announces royal court
The San Benito Naval Junior Reserve Ofﬁcers Training Corps (NJROTC) proudly
celebrated the nation’s military history, excellence and tradition during the unit’s
annual military ball marked with time-honored military courtesies and customs. The
formal event was held at the Rancho Viejo Resort and Country Club.
The 2017 Royal Court included, from left, includes, from left,
Lord Juan Jimenez and Lady Gabriela Garcia; Duke Jimmy
Gonzalez and Duchess Stephanie Cantu; King Omar Escandon
and Queen Lizbeth Gonzalez; and Prince Jesus Ayala and
Princess Amber Cano.
Congratulations to the NJROTC Royal Court!

District staff meets
Commissioner of Education
Gina Ortiz, Director of Assessment, Research, and
Evaluation (far left) and Dr. Yvette Cantu, Gifterd &
Talented (GT) Program Coordinator (far right), are
pictured alongside Mike Morath, Commissioner of
Education, during the 2017 Texas Assessment
Conference in Austin. The conference provided
attendees the latest information on assessment, testing,
and accountability in education.
As Commissioner of Education, Morath heads the Texas
Education Agency, which oversees pre-K through high
school education for the 5.3 million students enrolled in
both traditional public schools and charter schools.
Morath served as the keynote speaker for the closing
session of the assessment conference. During his speech,
he provided state testing updates.

Watch
the latest edition of
“SuperTalks”
HERE!

NEWS BRIEFS & UPCOMING EVENTS
Compensation study update
The San Benito CISD Board of Trustees recently held a workshop to hear a report presented by Luz Cadena, senior compensation
consultant with the Texas Association of School Boards (TASB).
Superintendent Dr. Adrian Vega explained that the district has been working closely with TASB to conduct a comprehensive
compensation study, which will assist leaders in making ﬁnal recommendations in regards to a new compensation plan for district staff.
Trustees will continue discussions at a future Finance Committee meeting before granting ﬁnal board approval. If approved, the
compensation plan is scheduled to go into effect during the 2017-2018 school year.

Community book fair slated for Friday, May 18
The San Benito CISD District’s Library Department will be hosting their annual Community Book Fair on Friday,
May 18, from 7:30 AM until 6:00 PM at the John F. Barron Administration Building, located at 240 N. Crockett St.
The event is designed to satisfy one of the main objectives of the district Libraries, which is the promotion of literacy
in our schools and community, according to the district’s Library Coordinator and San Benito High School Librarian
Linda Villarreal. Campus librarians will be promoting and assisting with the fair.
The book fair will be a “Buy One, Get One Free” or “BOGO Sale.” Books, posters, pencils, erasers, etc. will be
available for purchase at very reasonable prices. Payments in the form of cash, checks, and/or credit cards will be
accepted.
For additional information, please call (956) 361-6503.
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Employee Access Login

Eduphoria!
Login to Eduphoria!

Naviance Login
School Family Connection

Re-Imagine 2021 Strategic Plan
Details and Updates

View KSBG TV programming on
YouTube and LiveStream.

The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in
its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar de San Benito no
discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal como lo requieren el
Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la Ley de Discriminación por Edad
de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

