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2017—2018 School year
Dear SPX Family,
WELCOME BACK! The new school year is already upon
us! It felt so good to have the sound of walking feet; sweet
voices, happy smiles and giggles walk the hallways on the
first day of school. I love the first day of school! It is always a time for new beginnings!
First, I want to welcome all our new families and students to Saint Pius X
Catholic School. Thank you for choosing us and trusting us with your
children. I look forward to getting to know you all and having a long, lasting relationship with each of you. If you have any questions about our
school or parish, please contact me and we can visit about it. I want you
all to feel comfortable in know all about SPX.
Parents, please take the time to read carefully the handbook and all policies
and procedures about our school and your child’s (ren) classrooms. There
have been some changes and updates and I encourage all to educate yourself on all of these. Especially the cell phone policy now in place at SPX
for all students on campus.
Also, be reminded that the front doors or front parking lot area is not a
drop off area or pickup area during school hours. Designated areas for
grade levels are listed in our handbook. Please use the pick-up cards in
your car window so that the staff can easily identify your child during carpool time.
IMPORTANT: SOLAR ECLIPSE on AUGUST 21, 2017
In order to keep all students safe from sun damage during the eclipse the
following will be in place on Monday, August 21, 2017.
NO OUTSIDE RECESS for all grade levels.
PREK-2nd grade will not go outside to view the eclipse during school
hours.
3-8th Grade will be allowed to go outside to view the eclipse with protective glasses that we have purchased for use after their teacher
has instructed them with proper procedures. IF you do not want
your child to go out for this, please notify your child’s teacher immediately.
I have also included in this newsletter an information sheet about the
eclipse. I encourage you to read it as well.
Have a wonderful weekend and welcome back to
the 2017-18 School year,
Putting HIS Children First,
Tana Scott, Principal

2

Discover your hidden treasures

August 17, 2017

M

s. Wahlstrom says… Hi Parents— Welcome back. This week, with the solar eclipse

right around the corner, I’m highlighting science apps for you to use with your children. Happy
Solar Eclipse.
Arctic Express - free
“Arctic Express” – is a 3d presentation of a tanker, that unique in its class. Easy to navigate,
interesting to discover. Watch the gallery with real photos of the ship, find out the way it
floats, study its main features, fly around, see the model of the ship in the way you want.
Complexity Science - free
A beautifully illustrated interactive introduction to complexity science—a whole new way of
understanding our world. Each characteristic of complexity science is presented in an engaging and non-technical way.
Curiosity Machine - free
The Curiosity Machine is a collection of exciting (and sometimes very challenging) experiments and projects designed to encourage curiosity, creativity and persistence!
Science Bear - free
Science Bear will help you review the basic concepts from middle school physical science
with over 200 questions and links to dozens of videos. Test your knowledge on motion, forces, density, solids, liquids, gases, astronomy, atoms, periodic table, chemistry, and more!
Science Glossary - free
A glossary of scientific terms and short biographies that support our science education website, http://www.visionlearning.com. All definitions link to related terms and to free, detailed
science learning modules.
Science360 for iPad - free
The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Science360 for iPad provides easy access to engaging science and engineering images and video from around the globe and a news feed
featuring breaking news from NSF-funded institutions.
VideoScience - free
A growing library of over 80 hands-on Science lessons that are great for home and the classroom. These short videos demonstrate inexpensive and easy to recreate experiments that are
designed to inspire and excite kids of all ages.
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Catholic mutual… “CARES”
2017 SOLAR ECLIPSE
On August 21, 2017, a total solar eclipse will occur with the Earth crossing the shadow
of the moon creating a total solar eclipse. The total solar eclipse will be fascinating as
this has not occurred in almost 40 years. The whole continent will experience a partial
eclipse lasting 2 to 3 hours (weather permitting). Halfway through the event, anyone
within a roughly 70-mile wide path from Oregon to South Carolina will experience a
brief total eclipse, when the moon completely blocks the sun for up to 2 minutes and 40
seconds. The day will turn to night making visible the otherwise hidden solar cornea –
the sun’s outer atmosphere along with bright stars and planets.
Safety Tips for Viewing the Solar Eclipse
The only way to safely look directly at an eclipsed sun is through special-purpose solar filters, such as “eclipse glasses” or hand held solar viewers. To date, four manufacturers have certified that their eclipse glasses and handheld solar viewers meet the
ISO 12312-2 international standard for such products: Rainbow Symphony, American
Paper Optics, Thousand Oaks Optical, and TSE 17.
Always inspect your solar filter before use; if scratched or damaged, discard it. Read
and follow any instructions on or packaged with filter.
ters.
Stand still and cover your eyes with your eclipse glasses or solar viewer before looking up at the sun. After glancing at the eclipsed sun, turn away and remove your filter –
do not remove it while looking at the eclipsed sun.
Do not look at the eclipsed sun through an unfiltered camera, telescope, binoculars,
or other optical device. Similarly, do not look at the eclipsed sun through a camera, telescope, binoculars, or any other optical device while using your eclipse glasses or
hand held solar viewer – the concentrated solar rays will damage the filter and enter your eye(s), causing serious injury.
Children that are 3 years of age or younger or those not mature enough to know the
importance of following the viewing guidelines should not be permitted to view the
eclipsed sun. Anyone below the age of reason should remain indoors with the shades closed.
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Safe Environment Info: If you are already a ‘cleared, active volunteer in our

parish/school please ensure you have signed off on the “most current” Safe Environment policies & procedures and the Social Media Policy; both forms must be signed for your status to
remain cleared and active. Current SE Forms can be found at the school/church office, on the
Church website under Safe Environment, or by contacting Ginger Farrell at gfarrell@spxdallas.org. As always, to remain an active volunteer an annual training is required –
please use this link to update your training on-line; note – this link is for current/active volunteers only: http://dallas.setanet.org/obligations.php.
New Volunteer Trainings ar e listed below – the on-line screening form must be submitted prior to attending the training, use this link to complete the form: http://
dallas.setanet.org/index.php
Safe Environment Training in English – Family of Faith (New Volunteer Training)
* Five options: August 15, August 16, September 12, October 11, and November 16,
2017 – Media Center
English: (i.e. School Parents, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ministry Leadership, and Ushers etc.) 6:30pm – Interviews and photo IDs taken; there is a $5 fee for anyone that may
need a replacement. Training begins at 7:15pm.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Información Segura sobre el Medio Ambiente: Si usted ya es un " volun tar io voluntario y despejado en nuestra parroquia / escuela, asegúrese de haber firmado las" más actuales "políticas y procedimientos de Medio Ambiente Seguro y la Política de Medios Sociales;
Ambos formularios deben estar firmados para que su estado permanezca desactivado y activo.
Las formas actuales de SE se pueden encontrar en la oficina de la escuela / iglesia, en el sitio
web de la Iglesia bajo Ambiente Seguro, o contactando a Ginger Farrell en gfarrell@spxdallas.org. Como siempre, para seguir siendo un voluntario activo se requiere un entrenamiento anual - utilice este enlace para actualizar su capacitación en línea; Nota - este enlace es solo para voluntarios actuales / activos: http://dallas.setanet.org/obligations.php .
Nuevos cursos de formación de voluntarios se en um er an a con tin u ación : el
formulario de evaluación en línea debe ser presentada antes de asistir al curso de formación, utilice este enlace para rellenar el formulario: http://dallas.setanet.org/index.php
Entorno seguro en Español- Familia de Fe (nueva formación de voluntarios)
* Cuatro opciones: Agosto 30, Septiembre 13, Octubre 18, y Noviembre 15, 2017 - Media
Center
Español: (es decir Los Padres de la Escuela, lectores, Ministros de la Eucaristía, ujieres,
etc. ) 6:30pm - Entrevistas y fotos id, ya que es una tarifa de 5 dólares a cualquiera que
necesite un reemplazo. Comienza la formación de 7:30pm.
For Safe Environment Questions or Concerns, contact:
Ginger Farrell
St. Pius X Catholic Church
Safe Environment Director
972-279-6155 ext. 146
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Extended Day News



Aug. 21—Solar Eclipse



Aug. 21—4th grade Parent Meeting



Aug.22—Frist All School Mass



Aug. 26— Band Class Visits

St. Pius X
Men’s Club
News
The SPX Men's Club would like to
invite all men and of the parish &
school to our August general
meeting on Friday August 25 at
7pm. At this meeting, we invite you
to bring your kids for games and
raffle prizes. The meeting will be
held in the school gym/sports field
area. Hot dogs & hamburgers will
be served. Come learn more about
the SPX Men's Club and all that we
do for the parish & school. For
more information, please email:
spxmensclub@gmail.com
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Extended Day will start the first
day of school. All school families
interested in using Extended Day,
please remember to complete the

registration form (one registration
form per family) $50 registration
fee.
Extended Day hours:
Monday—Thursday 3:30PM—
6:30PM
Fridays 3:30PM—6PM
Location: Media Center (Library)

If you are interested in being a substitute for St. Pius X Catholic
School, please contact Mrs. Margaret
White for details or have questions
— white@spxdallas.org
Please remember, substitutes must be safe
environment cleared.
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Please come join The Pines Catholic Camp for a night of food, silent and live auctions, fellowship, and music for the 3rd annual Pours and S’mores event. Pours and S’mores is an annual fundraiser to help The Pines Catholic Camp continue to bring youth across the country
together for a week of fun while making new friends and growing closer to the Lord. Pours
and S’mores is a great opportunity to connect with alumni, new staff, camper families, and
supporters of The Pines mission. The night will be one to remember, full of fellowship and a
chance to reminisce of good times out at The Pines and look forward to the future of the
camp.
Listed below are more details about this spectacular event and our organization:
When:
Where:

Time:
Tickets:
Sponsorships:

November 11, 2017
2616 Commerce Event Center
2616 Commerce Street
Dallas, TX 75226
6:00 pm -- Cocktail Hour
7:00 pm -- Dinner
Tickets are $100 per person or $50 for young adults (aged 35 and
younger) and can be purchased online
Opportunities are still available.

Visit www.thepines.org/pours-and-smores for more details.
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