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February 2016 Newsletter
Greetings,
I would like to thank everyone who supported the 84th ESDAA Division I Boys Basketball
and Cheerleading Tournament. It was a wonderful event for Lexington and the schools
and students who participated. I am so proud of our cheerleaders, who won the first
place trophy with an amazing series of routines. The boys' basketball team took fifth
place against some tough competition. Danny Gabel, our athletic director, did an
outstanding job coordinating the tournament. I am so appreciative of the staff and
volunteers who gave their time to make this event so successful. I would also like to
thank the staff who helped to make our February Pep Rally such a hit. If you haven't
seen the video of their surprise flash dance mob, I highly recommend you check out their
dancing talents. The dance mob was the brainstorm of Lexington's dance department,
Patricia Mazorra and Wendy Hobbie. The students were thrilled with the performance
and it was a great way to cap off the school's Spirit Week festivities!
Sincerely,
Donald A. Galloway, CEO/Superintendent

Lexington
Cheerleaders Take
Championship!
Lexington's cheerleaders took top
honors at the 84th ESDAA Division I
Cheerleading championship on
February 20th. The team, under the
direction of Coach Maria Micioni and
Assistant Coach Tara Ciccione,
Lexington's Cheerleaders show off their award-winning
wowed the crowd with their
style. Click above to see more photos!
enthusiasm, choreography, precision
and lifts. Three team members,
Shariel Theodore, Yenifer Garcia, and Shanelly Nunez, were recognized as Cheerleading AllStars. The team, comprised of 8th through 12th graders, had to perform five different routines
as part of the competition and also received the Creative Movement award. Everyone at
Lexington is so proud of the team and what they have accomplished! The Lexington family
would like to thank Maria Micioni for twenty years of outstanding coaching of our

cheerleaders. We will miss Maria, who will be leaving her coaching position to become the
ESDAA's Cheerleading Chairperson. Click here to see the complete list of awards!

Boys Basketball Team
Finishes Fifth
Lexington's Boys' Basketball Team received
fifth place at the 84th ESDAA Division I Boys
Basketball tournament. New York School
for the Deaf won first place by defeating
American School for the Deaf, 48 vs. 39.
The Bluejays lost to Delaware, 55 to 45, in
The Boys Basketball Team won the Lay-Up Skills
their first game, but rallied to beat Western
Competition at the 84th ESDAA Tournament. Click
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf 54 to 47
above for more photos from the event!
and Marie Philip School 55 to 48. The team
was coached by Danny Gabel and assistant coach Angel Ortiz. Lexington's team won the
Lay-Up Skills Competition and Steve Salmon was recognized as a tournament all-star.
Complete results from the tournament are available by clicking here.

Thinking Maps in
Action
Circle Maps

Thinking Maps are a visual way to help
students learn and apply abstract
concepts. Each month, we will present
one of the eight Thinking Maps. The
In this example from Ms. Sackman's second grade class,
the topic of the Circle map is breakfast. In the outer circle,
students brainstormed examples of healthy breakfast
students how to define a thought or
foods. The "frame" explains the context: students eat
idea in context. Circles maps are used breakfast, they eat breakfast with their family, breakfast
can be different foods, and breakfast may be eaten at
for brainstorming, vocabulary, and
home or school.

first map is the Circle Map. It teaches

assessing knowledge of a topic before
or after it has been taught. The inner circle contains the main topic or theme, while the outer
circle contains the students' knowledge or brainstorming of the topic. The rectangle or
"frame" around the edge of the map defines the context in which the topic is being explored.
The "frame" provides answers to questions such as: How do you know what you know
about this topic? From what specific source? What specific point of view is influencing your

information? What is the topic about? Why is this important? Click on the photo of the
Circle Map for more examples!

Blue & White Pep Rally

The Lexington gym was full of Bluejay
pride on February 12th as the school
capped off Spirit Week with a special Blue
& White Day pep rally. The Bluejay
cheerleaders and the Lil' Jays wowed the
audience with their routines. The school's
athletic teams and extracurricular clubs
shared their Bluejay spirit. Best wishes
were extended to the boys' basketball
team and cheerleaders for success at the
Click above to see photos from the pep rally!
th
84 ESDAA Championships. At the end
of the pep rally, Lexington's faculty and staff surprised the students with a special dance flash
mob performance, followed by exploding confetti cannons. Click here to see a video of the
dance flash mob.

Lexington Students Attend
Workshops and a
Performance for
"Untapped" at the New
Victory Theater

On February 11th , thirteen classes from
Lexington attended the performance "Untapped"
Click above to see more photos from the
at the New Victory Theater in Manhattan. The
workshops.
"Untapped" ensemble comes from Brisbane,
Australia and has just completed a world tour. Accompanied by a beatboxer and a live band,
the tap dancers mixed street dance style, percussion and humor in their performance. In
preparation, New Victory teaching artists visited our classrooms to work with our students
and staff in fun and engaging examinations of the art forms they would see on stage.
Students tried out some steps on their own and were encouraged to be creative and attempt
their own dance moves to share with the others.

New Victory High School
Workshops
New Victory teaching artists, Marisol and
Robert, are working with Lexington high
school students on the concepts of dramatic

setting, character and sequence. Students
are currently working on stories and creating
frozen pictures from memory. As the
semester continues, they'll be fleshing out
their characters and plots. Pre-and post-show
workshops are also planned in preparation to
attend the show, "Fly," on March 24th.

School Mental Health Team

Lexington's Mental Health Team provides
important support to Lexington's students,
families and teachers. They provide direct
counseling and entitlement services for students
ages 3- 21 years old, lead conflict resolution and
character education classes, interact with
educational staff, and provide information and
access services. Lexington's mental health team Click here to see photos from the celebration.
includes: Supervisor, Joyce Neier, Paige
Polisner, Carlos Aponte-Salcedo, Stephanie Trollo, Michaia Walker and Jessica Zeller. On
February 4th, Lexington's School Mental Health Team celebrated National School Counseling
Week with lunch. They also shared their motivation for becoming mental health counselors.

Middle School Basketball Plays St. Francis
The Middle School Basketball team played a home game against St. Francis de Sales School
for the Deaf on February 3rd. They were cheered on by the Lil' Jay cheerleaders. Click on
the below images to see more photos from the game.

Sweet Messages

Lexington's Middle School Department held their annual Valentine's Day "Sweet Messages"
fundraiser the week of February 8th. Students made and sold chocolate lollipops, chocolate

dipped pretzels and molded chocolates to raise funds for Middle School activities and support
a charity of the students' choice.

Valentine's Celebration

Students and parents in Pre-K 6 were treated to an early Valentine's Day celebration on
February 12th! Students traded valentines, iced cupcakes and posed for a special Valentine's
Day card. Thanks to teacher, Leigh Crane, and instructional assistant, Patricia Ordonez, for
planning such a special event. Click below to see more pictures of Pre-K 6's celebration!

Spring Awakening Actor Visits

Joshua Castille recently completed his first Broadway run in the
role of Ernst in Deaf West Theatre's production of Spring
Awakening. On January 25th, he visited Lexington to share his
experiences. Joshua, who is hearing, is fluent in ASL. He
honed his ASL acting technique at the Gallaudet Theatre
program and by attending acting workshops with Jules
Dameron, the award-winning deaf film director.

Click above for photos from
Joshua's visit!

Mental Health Conference
Save-the-Date for April 8, 2016

Lexington's Center for Mental Health Services is sponsoring a special one day conference on
Friday, April 8th from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. "Deaf Mental Health Care: The Development of
a Clinical Speciality," will be presented by Dr. Neil Glickman, a licensed psychologist. Dr.
Glickman will discuss this emerging clinical specialty and provide guidance to help mental
health care professionals adapt treatment strategies for a diverse Deaf clientele. For more
information, contact Lexington's Center for Mental Health Services at 718-350-3141.

BoxTops for Education
Congratulations to Ms. Knower's middle school class,
Room 2-225, for winning the February BoxTops contest.
The class collected 325 BoxTops and won the ice cream
party prize. Thanks to Lexington's PSA for helping to
sponsor the contest, which raised approximately $125 for the school. The PSA will host
another contest in late spring, so keep clipping those coupons. Box Tops can be sent in care
of your student's teacher or mailed to the Development Office, Lexington School for the Deaf,
26-26 75th Street, East Elmhurst, NY 11370.
Click here for a list of participating products!
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