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Read Across America is an annual reading motivation and awareness program that calls for every child
in every community to celebrate reading. Our Read Across America event was celebrated on Friday,
March 16th. Special thanks to the LBIEA for sponsoring the event! There were many activities and
events planned throughout the day, and it took many hours of planning and preparation. The students
had an outstanding day, and it was great to see so much excitement and participation. Again, many
thanks to all!

Reading Across America Opening Ceremonies!

Special thanks to the Connelly family for coming out to EJ and the LBI Grade School to play the
bagpipes and answer questions!

Pre-K through 2nd Grade are hard at work learning songs for a Spring Play: A Barnyard Moosical!!
Grade 3 are in their 3rd week of playing flutophones. These teach music notation, rhythmic skills, and
respect for their instrument and the other members of the group. Grade 4 is excelling this year at
learning band instruments. We are learning new scales to extend our range. Grade 5 and 6 played the
Olympic March Theme for Read Across America.
Character Education
The month of March was filled with Cooperation! All of the students efforts and coordination came
together to provide a dynamic Read Across America event! The planning and cooperation of all SAIL
students working together - from the schedules and events, to a Seuss drama (written by SAIL kids),
Olympic games created and run by Mr. Colino and Mr. LaMarco, and reading buddies of older kids
working with younger kids - this month has been all about Cooperation!

PTA
The Family Dance was amazing! Thank you to all of our volunteers as students danced the night away!
The PTA knows everyone was looking forward to dancing the winter blahs away and the students had a
fantastic night! The LBI PTA was recognized by the State Of NJ PTA by being awarded The Healthy
Lifestyles Award. Representatives of the County PTA will make a presentation of the award at our April
16th meeting. The fundraiser for Thundering Surf passes for the Summer Season will be going on sale
the end of March.
Half-Day Preschool
As March roars in like a lion, our half day Pre-K class is buzzing with activity and excitement. Our
alphabet study has continued and we are recognizing letters in our environment. We had so much fun
with our Dr. Seuss unit listening to rhymes and funny nonsense words. Our classroom is currently
“under construction” as we are transforming our dramatic play area into a grocery store. Our shelves are
being stocked and our excitement is building! Play is a child’s work and through dramatic play, children
learn about the world around them. Our grocery store theme will have opportunities for the children to
count money, write shopping lists, and receipts, sort food, count inventory, and read food labels.
Through role playing, the children will work on important social skills such as self regulation, turn
taking, sharing, waiting, controlling their impulses, and expressing their feelings through appropriate
gestures, actions, and words.
“Play is often talked about as if it were a serious relief from learning. But for children, play is
serious learning. Play is really the work of childhood.”
- Fred Rogers

Full-Day Preschool
The preschool students completed a Box Explorations unit which provided many cross curricular
activities. We demonstrated and discussed the functions and characteristics of boxes comparing 2D
shapes to 3D. Students counted, decorated, filled, and played in boxes. Students discussed what boxes
are made of and how they are the same and different. Students made predictions about what can be in
boxes, took measurements, and imagined what their box could hold and how it would feel to give it
away. Using these hands-on lessons students explored the letters, Rr, Uu, and Xx. Students worked
together to build Seussville in time for our Read Across America celebration at the LBI School. The
students are using icons of the season such as shamrocks and gold coins to add numbers under 10 and
count into the teens. Preschoolers explored the needs of living things as they observed our fading
Amaryllis and prepared the habitat for our new class Betta fish Rainbow, and walked the EJ garden to
see what is “waking up” out there.
Kindergarten
Kindergarten has been very busy as usual. We have been really beginning to turn into readers and
writers. The students are writing in their own journals at least twice a week and have been doing very
well in their Reading groups. We have been learning about Forces of Matter and the students each
constructed their own marble ramps out of cereal boxes to learn more about the speed of an object. We
have started our Vol 2 in Math and the students are really excited about learning more about math
equations using addition and subtraction. We had our very first Kindergarten trip to the ACME
Supermarket and the kids loved it. The store was set up so that the students could find out how each
department worked. We learned how to make a rose out of icing, how the butcher gets the meat ready,
how the fish comes to the store from many local fishermen and last we were able to bring back a giant
watermelon, kiwi, cantaloupe, bananas and grapes and together cut it up and made a giant fruit salad for
both Kindergarten classes to share. After a very busy Read Across America our Kindergarten classes
came back, switched gears and began to celebrate St. Patrick's Day with questions answered by the
leprechauns and an "Eating of the Green" Taste test of all green fruits and vegetables. A great day for all
of us!
First Grade
Here we are mid-March... Where is the time going? Our reading abilities in first grade are flourishing!
We are learning all about "Magic e" and how he is in so many words, yet he doesn't say a peep! Not
only does "Magic e" make a vowel say its name (the long vowel sound), but he can also make a "c" say
/s/ and a "g" say /j/. This has been quite a month in learning rules (both in reading and writing)!
Speaking of writing... Can you believe that in first grade we are already doing online research, taking
notes, and beginning the process to write a full-blown research paper?!? Since writing is a huge
process, we are taking this portion of the curriculum very slowly! We are taking time to conduct proper
research, learning how to take notes in our owns words, and then finally we will learn how to put all of
our information together sequence that flows nicely! In Science, we recently finished up our unit on
light, and have moved on to plants. Our current focus is on the parts of plants which allow them to
survive. We have also discussed that there are many objects that were inspired and designed from
nature. For example, did you know that helicopters was inspired from a maple seed falling from a tree?
Or that barbed wire was inspired by a thorny bush? These are just some of the things we are learning
about in first grade. Soon we'll be learning how to tell time in math! Time is an extremely challenging

concept; however, the students will do a phenomenal job through the use of a variety of manipulatives
and small group instruction. Lastly, we will be hosting a Career Week in first grade toward the end of
the month. If you would like to stop in for a visit to share an interesting career, please feel free to reach
out!
Second Grade
We are currently finishing up Topic 11 in Mathematics (3-digit subtraction) and Unit 4 in Social Studies
(our country's history, holidays, and famous Americans). We are studying land and water in science.
The children each created a map of Long Beach Island, these are displayed throughout the school. They
also wrote persuasive opinion letters to Mr. Birney requesting something to improve our school. Most
recently, Southern Regional School District's S.T.Y.L.E. students visited both second grade classes and
read aloud to them. A climatologist will be visiting 2S next Tuesday to discuss his career and our use of
the rain gauge.

Second Grade students multitasking by researching from their state books and creating a PowerPoint
Third Grade
Third graders have just finished a novel study together after reading "Magic Tree House Fact Tracker:
Dog Heroes". We learned about real life stories of heroism of our canine friends. In math we have
begun exploring the world of fractions. In Social Studies we are working on projects depicting life in
colonial New Jersey. In Science we are learning about all the different adaptations that help both plants
and animal survive in their habitats.
Fourth Grade
We were lucky enough this March to rally together with our younger reading buddies as our Dr. Seuss
Birthday Olympic celebration took place at the LBI School. In Social Studies, we are continuing our
travel through the Midwest. We will be wrapping up our Technology State Project by presenting our
research to our homeroom classes.

We are writing nature-inspired Diamante Poems during our

Technology and Literacy classes. These poems will be published in an upcoming edition of the LBI
ECHOES Magazine. Our students are excited to become published authors! Math class is quite busy
right now - fractions, decimals, and line plots are all focus areas for the month of March!

Fifth Grade
The fifth graders are “Marching” toward the end of the year. We are into the DARE program with
Officer Megan. We cannot wait for our class trip on the 22nd. In Balanced Literacy we are writing
informational text about the Holocaust. In Social Studies we are “Marching” toward the Revolutionary
War. The fifth graders are ready for some nicer weather!!

Students develop tourism commercials with Mrs. Townsend and Mrs. Einselen to coincide with the
Academic Olympics!

Sixth Grade
Our young scientists have been figuring out how climate changes affect Earth’s systems. By analyzing
real data, students have investigated actual changes of land ice and Arctic sea ice extent, sea ice duration
in Antarctica, air temperature, atmospheric and oceanic carbon dioxide, and changes in penguin
populations. Using this data, students then created original artwork, modeled after artist Jill Pelto, which
infused real environmental data to convey messages about impacts and changes to our Earth’s systems.
In addition, students investigated the scientific concepts behind these changes such as thermal expansion
of water and changes in solar energy reflection. In fifth grade, students created informational newscasts
about invasive species, investigated gravity and patterns in the sky, and designed microsatellites
modeled after NASA’s cubesats. Lastly, through our cross-curricular Olympic Games, all students
competed in Olympic Engineering Challenges.

