The Eagle’s Nest
Making a Difference
A fifth grade student at South Mitchell County Elementary School wanted to make a
difference in her community and Camryn McGregor (left) did just that. Camryn, a
student in Mrs. Priscilla Davis’ room, had the idea of collecting canned goods for
needy people in the community. She talked to Principal Hicks-Jackson and asked for
permission to be in charge of the drive. Camryn then worked out all the details
including creating flyers, contacting an agency to accept the food and getting her
father, Mr. James McGregor, to help collect the cans. She checked the box daily to see
when it was full so that she could get the contents of the box donated to the needy.
Way to GO Camryn!

Mitchell Middle Recognized at the State Level
Mitchell County Middle School was among 17 schools honored in Atlanta by the State Board of Education
and State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox for being removed from Needs Improvement status.
Working with state directors to implement strategies and policies that focused on the state standards and
under the leadership of Principal Rodney Bullard, Mitchell Middle has seen great results in student
achievement. Kathy Cox stated that Mitchell Middle had a
strong principal, and that teachers worked closely sharing plans
and strategies that focused on rigorous state standards which
helped turn the school around. As a result of the
accomplishments of the 17 schools, Georgia has been
recognized for its policy on the restructuring of schools in Needs
Improvement status. Kathy Cox notes that this recognition
proves that Georgia’s strategies for improving schools are
working. Right: State Superintendent Kathy Cox, MCMS
Principal Rodney Bullard, and Elizabeth Ragsdale.

Homework Hotline Available at Mitchell County High School
The hotline will be available Monday-Thursday. A different academic subject will be discussed each
night and you can call in to ask questions regarding your homework. Your questions will appear LIVE on
the air during our homework help session. Join us each night via internet at http://www.ustream.tv/
channel/mchs-board-meeting or call 229-336-2177 if you have any questions. Visit the Mitchell County
High School website for more details or ask your teachers about this new feature.

Students Participate in State Special Olympics!
By Marilyn Magelund
On November 14, 2009, six students, members of the PEC Riding Club traveled to Perry, GA, to
participate in the Fall Special Olympics Equestrian Horse Show! Mitchell County High School student
Seddrick Childs won first place-a gold medal in class Beginner Showmanship. In Beginner I Equitation/
Horsemanship, he also won a second place silver medal. Carl Donaldson in Beginner Showmanship and
Beginner I Equitation/Horsemanship classes won two 5th place ribbons. Mitchell County Middle School
student Kadeirdra Jackson won two ribbons, one 4th place in
Beginner Showmanship and a 6th place in Beginner I Equitation/
Horsemanship. Jarmarcus Butler won two 6th place ribbons in
Beginner Showmanship and Beginner Equitation/Horsemanship
classes. South Mitchell County Elementary School student
Contarious Herring won a second place silver medal in class
Beginner Showmanship and a 3rd place bronze medal in class
Beginner I Equitation/Horsemanship. Andrew Cooper won a 5th
place ribbon in class Beginner Showmanship and a 6th place
ribbon in class Beginner I Equitation/Horsemanship. All the
students had a great time participating and showing their skills in
showmanship!
Left: Carl Donaldson, Jarmarcus Butler, Andrew
Cooper, Contarious Herring, Seddrick Childs, Kadeirdra Jackson. Not
Pictured- Marilyn Magelund-Riding Instructor/Special Olympic Coordinator
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The 2010 Census
Is Coming!
The 2010 Census will be a
snapshot of our nation’s
population-capturing our
changing and diverse America in a fleeting moment in
time. But this historic event
will do more than tell us who
we are as a nation today. It
will affect our community’s
future, our country’s future,
and our children’s future.
SMCES is doing its part to
make sure our community is
counted. Everyone is invited
to come to SMCES on
Thursday, February 11 at
7:00 p.m. for a census
informational meeting.

See You at the meeting!
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Police Officers and Their K-9s
Visit Third Graders at SMCES
By: Lucresha Silas
Students in third grade at South Mitchell County Elementary read the story Aero and Officer
Mike Police Partners. In response to the story, we invited Officer Hodge and Officer Cooper
(left) with their K-9 dogs to give a presentation about their duties. The K-9 officers informed the
students on how their dogs are trained to react in real-life situations. Inside the gym, the K-9
dogs did command drills and followed the commands of their partners, the police officers. On
the outside, the police officers demonstrated how the K-9 dogs are trained to attack criminals on
command. By this demonstration, we saw how aggressive and fast K-9 dogs are. The students
enjoyed this the most! From this presentation with the police officers and their K-9 partners,
students were able to relate real life to a story they had read. The police officers and their
partners did a wonderful job and, the students enjoyed it.

Career and Technical Education Month 2010
February is career awareness month for the Career, Technology and Agricultural Education programs.
The CTAE programs are Agricultural, Business and Computer Science, Coordinated Career Academic Education, Family and Consumer
Sciences: Culinary Arts and Early Childhood Education, Healthcare Science Technology and JROTC.
Stop by for a visit and see the exciting activities taking place in the classroom.

Character Counts
Not only are South Mitchell County Elementary students learning the
importance of academics, they are becoming productive citizens and
learning about character and good behavior as well.
On December 18, fifth grade students who displayed good character
and behavior were rewarded by spending a day at the Boys and Girls'
Club of Camilla.
Students played
games, socialized
and relaxed.
All the students
who attended said
they enjoyed the
outing.
Reward
days will continue
at SMCES.

Grits for Girls
On December 16, South Mitchell County Elementary School hosted the first annual “Grits for Girls”
program. Ms. Alexa Catchings designed this program for a support group for ladies to get together over
breakfast and discuss similar issues and ways to solve or cope with them. Ms. Catchings and Mrs. HicksJackson shared feelings and concerns first so the “girls would open up and share with others.” Those that
didn’t open up publicly put it to pen and paper. We look forward to offering more supportive programs to
our Pre-K parents.

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the Mitchell
County School System.
All articles for publication in this
newsletter should be electronically
submitted to the school media
specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net
Produced by:
Ruth Lee,
Newsletter Coordinator
Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed and who helped proof
this issue.
It is the policy of the Mitchell County
School System not to discriminate on
the basis of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, or disability in
any employment practice, educational
program, or any other program,
activity or service.
Abbreviations:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
(formerly Mitchell Co. Primary)
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
(formerly Walker-Inman Elem.)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Mitchell Co. School System (MCSS)
Parents, if you do not wish for your
child’s picture to be placed in the
newsletter or on the MCSS web site,
please go to the Central Office to sign
a waiver form.
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A Night With Santa
On December 10, 2009, Pre-K students from North and South Mitchell County Elementary schools were delighted to spend a night
with Santa Claus at South Mitchell County Elementary School. The parents were given a special treat when the students and
teachers sang Christmas Carols. Students, who were assisted by their parents and teachers, made wish lists by writing down or
drawing pictures of what they wanted for Christmas. Pre-K teacher Kimberly Davis read the book Santa’s Suit. Santa Claus made
a grand appearance and read the book, The Night Before Christmas. Each student told Santa Claus what they wanted for Christmas
and took individual pictures on Santa’s lap. The night ended with everyone enjoying milk and cookies.

SMCES Students Attend the Theater
Students in kindergarten, second, and third grades at South Mitchell County Elementary School went to see the movie "The
Frog and the Princess." Students learned that to accomplish any goal in life, you have to work hard to achieve that
goal. Second graders enjoyed eating at a restaurant after the movie. Kindergarten and third graders enjoyed picnic lunches at
the Albany Mall.

Christmas Dinner at SMCES
On December 17, 2009, South Mitchell County Elementary School
held its annual Christmas Dinner. Parents, friends and community
members came out to enjoy a delicious meal. Special guest were
Mayor Mary Jo Haywood, the Boys and Girls Club staff, Central
Office staff, board members, and the Camilla Fire and Police
Departments.

Eagle’s Nest
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NMCES “A Christmas Potpourri”
North Mitchell County Elementary School presented “A Christmas Potpourri” created by Mrs. Carolyn Greene. Each grade level
performed a Christmas “diddy” that promoted joyful singing, enthusiastic dancing, and heartfelt love. There were snowflake
dancers, hip-hop reindeer, swinging presents, and even some “naughty” children. Of course, the Christmas story was portrayed
by animals, stars, and angels. A group of Santa’s helpers used sign language to enhance the caring and sharing of the holiday.
Each of these things truly made us remember our treasures of this season…Love, Joy, Peace, and…FAMILY.

Christmas at South Mitchell County Elementary School
The 2009 Christmas program at South Mitchell County Elementary School was definitely a show stopper. All
students participated in the December 18th program. Our students showed that they are not only smart but
talented as well. The second grade students kicked off the program with a welcome and the spelling of
Christmas. The Pre-K students were a hit with their twist of the Hokey Pokey called Reindeer Pokey.
Kindergarten students performed the Jingle Bell Jam and rang Christmas bells. The second graders took the
stage again and had the crowd of faculty, staff, students, parents and community members moving and
dancing to “Hip Hop Reindeer.” The third grade students beautifully sang “Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful
Child.” Fourth and fifth grade girls performed a pantomime to the song, “Silent Night.” Mrs. Keisha
Williams, a fourth grade teacher, choreographed the pantomime and also wrote a puppet skit called “An
Upside Down Christmas,” which was performed by the fourth and fifth graders. First grade students sang “It
Must Be Santa” while first grader Jalen Harris paraded around the gym as Santa Claus. The SMCES faculty
and staff also got involved as 12 of them dressed and acted out “The
Twelve Days of Christmas.” The show ended with “Feliz Navidad” lead
by Mrs. K. Williams. Principal Vicki Hicks-Jackson reminded the
students that the reason for the season was to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ and wished all the parents, students, faculty and staff a very happy
holiday season.

Pre-K students doing the Reindeer Hokey Pokey
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NMCES Fourth Graders Visit the Agrirama
By: Ms. Arnetta Jackson
On November 20, 2009, the 4th grade students of North Mitchell County Elementary School, formerly known as Walker Inman Elementary
School, traveled to Tifton, GA, to the Agrirama. The students took a step onto the historic site and into the past. They experienced an
atmosphere and environment totally unlike the world in which they live today, a world unknown to them. They had an opportunity to tour
historic buildings that had been gathered there and were representations of rural life in Georgia during the nineteenth century.
The students had a chance to tour many buildings and ask questions about what they witnessed. One of the first buildings the students entered
was an old church. The church was an integral part of rural settlement. The predominant religion in that area was Protestant and was mainly
represented by small primitive Baptist congregations. The church was called the Wesley Chapel and was originally constructed in 1882 in
eastern Dougherty County. Another building the students got to tour was the school.
It was called the Sand Hill School and was built around 1895 by Johnnie Gibbs near
Ty Ty, GA. This school was over 100 years old. This was a one room school that
contained a mixture of equipment. The school was heated by a wood burning stove.
The desks were seated two students to a desk and at the very front of all the desk in
front of the class are the recitation benches. A teacher could only work with one
grade at a time. The children were only taught four subjects: Arithmetic, reading,
writing, and spelling. They didn’t have pencil sharpeners; they had to use a knife
tool to sharpen the pencils. The younger children used pencils while the more
advanced students use pens and ink. The boys were taught to be gentlemen and they
brought in the wood for the wood burning stove every evening. The girls did most/
all of the cleaning in the school. They brought their lunch in pails to keep it warm.
Most would bring biscuits and meat but some would bring potatoes and meat. They
all ate outside on the ground and they would have recess after lunch. The students
really enjoyed touring the school, sitting in the children’s desk, listening to the
teacher explain how the school operated.
The students had a chance to tour many buildings, but the one they enjoyed most was the old train station
(probably because they had a chance to ride the train). The children took a 1.3 mile ride which circled the 95
acre site. The locomotive was built in 1924 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. After the train ride, the students
toured a few more buildings and then made a stop at the country store. The store offered unique yet old
fashioned gifts, but the main thing we all stood in that long, long line for was good old fashioned ice-cream at
a good old fashioned price. It was really good. Once everyone got their ice-cream, the fourth graders headed
back to the eating area and unloaded the food from the buses. The food was distributed to all the children and
everyone enjoyed lunch. After eating, the students cleaned up, packed up, and pulled out to return to the
school at approximately 2:20 p.m. The children packed up at 2:30 p.m. and were ready for dismissal. The
field trip was great; the children were amazed at what they saw. They often compared how they live today to the old time way. They had a
wonderful trip; it was a great trip for all who attended.

North Mitchell County Elementary School
3rd Graders Come Together To Read
by: Rhonda Richter
Third grade students at North Mitchell County Elementary School come together to read in many
ways. They read in large groups, small groups, individually in comfy chairs, on computer
programs, by using the Promethean board, and by using Classworks. Some incentives to read
include: Book It coupons to Pizza Hut, the game room, AR prizes, and homework passes.
Students love the game room. They
like the Monopoly, Connect Four, and
Twister games. They really enjoy the pool table. Students often are caught reading in
line coming down the hall.
Right: Mrs. Rhonda Richter, North Mitchell County Elementary School's Teacher of
the Year, discusses synonyms and antonyms with Edgar Chavez and Jacqueline
Perez. Above-Mrs. Christie Wilkerson is shown with a guided reading group
consisting of Akeria Burns, Savana Williams, and Marvin Fernandez. Students love
reading and getting in small, comfortable groups to discuss vocabulary, details of
stories, and skills that they must master.
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SMCES Counselor’s Corner
By Mary Beth Palmer
Parents: It is not too early to think about CRCT. Please start emphasizing to your child the importance of the test. Please make
sure that you do not make doctor’s appointments or dentist’s appointments for the mornings of April 6th-15th. Children do better
on the test if they take it as a class and stay on a regular schedule. It is very important that children are at school on time and have
a good breakfast. Bedtime is important, too. Not only are these good test taking strategies, but these strategies make good students all year long!!

Chehaw Park Field Trip
North Mitchell County Elementary 3rd grade science students were off on yet another adventure; this time the students ventured to
Albany’s Chehaw Park to explore and learn more about Georgia’s habitats! The students got a chance to see snakes, rabbits, and
owls up close to get a first hand study about how they survive and benefit us in Southwest Georgia. After the animal show, the
students, along with their teachers, Mrs. Richter, Ms. Mullins, Mrs. Sheppard and Mrs. Young, took a self-guided tour and saw
animals such as the bald eagle, swans, ducks, and a huge rhino, just to name a few. The students had a tremendous time enjoying
the outdoors, and for them to know that these animals were a few miles away from their home put the icing on the cake! Once
everyone returned to the school, the students were still excited. The students decided it would be a great idea for the students to
display what they saw. Each student then chose a habitat they loved that day. They drew that habitat on art paper and wrote a
description about the things that helped it to survive. What an awesome adventure for third
grade!!!
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Polar Express Day at SMCES
By Karen Murray
On December 14, 2009, the kindergarten classes celebrated their annual Polar
Express/Pajama Day activities. Students wore their pajamas to school to board
the Polar Express. Lisa Williamson dressed as a conductor and punched the
students’ tickets as they got on board. Special guest reader, Reginald Garrard,
delighted the students by
reading the story and asking
questions. He incorporated
props with his mesmerizing
storytelling. The gym was
turned into a movie theater as students watched the movie The Polar Express.
Students made Polar Express train-shaped books that reinforced
comprehension and reading standards. The Polar Express/Pajama Day ended
with hot chocolate and cookies. Bells and candy canes were given to each
student.

Former Students Talk with Freshman Students
On January 6-7, former MCHS students Quinntavious Williams, Elliot Walker, and Ariana Ward
talked to Mrs. Ruth Wright's and Mrs. Shirlette Marcus’ 9th grade Computing in the Modern
World classes. Elliot goes to Georgia State University; Ariana attends Spellman, and
Quinntavious goes to Morehouse. The former students talked about how important grades are
beginning at the 9th grade level. All three agreed that the students should get involved in activities
at school because some colleges look at what you were involved in before recommending you for
their school. They spoke on how you should respect your teachers because one day you will need
your teachers to give you good references. They also talked about college life and what students
need to do to prepare for college or whatever they wish to do in life.

Goodbye to Mr. Nathaniel Crimbley
The South Mitchell County Elementary School family will certainly miss one of their most dedicated, hardworking and caring
parents. Mr. Nathaniel Crimbley, school council president and father of third grade student
Nathaniel Crimbley, recently moved to Texas. Mr. Crimbley was helpful with school
business and participated in many activities. He was instrumental in developing the
volunteer parent morning drop-off duty and trained some of the fifth grade boys on flag
etiquette. Mr. Crimbley was always available when needed by faculty, staff or students.
Whether it was picking up paper off the grounds or mentoring boys, he was very
dependable. As school council president for two years, Mr. Crimbley brought many ideas
and activities to the council and school. He was honored recently by SMCES faculty, staff
and students for his commitment and dedication and was presented a plaque in appreciation
for his hard work. He will truly be missed. We wish Mr. Crimbley the best of luck in his
future endeavors.

MCMS Students Create Bookmarks for Veterans
Mitchell County Middle School students share their understanding of compassion as well as their appreciation for our wounded
soldiers. Students in grades 6th through 8th, in Mrs. E. Holton’s art class, collaborated with Mrs.
D. Williamson, School Counselor, to learn about the
importance of compassion and created festive bookmarks to
send to the Veterans Hospital in Dublin, GA. Students were
asked to send encouraging Christmas messages to our injured
servicemen and women as well as messages of thanks for
their sacrifice for our greatest gift, our freedom. The
completed bookmarks were laminated and sent after
Christmas with the message that it is Christmas year round
when we have individuals who dedicate themselves to our
country.

Eagle’s Nest
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JROTC LEADS THE WAY!!
Camilla parade officials selected GA-946 cadets to lead the 15th Annual Camilla Christmas
Parade. The JROTC Color Guard were the first members of the parade and led the other
participants on the parade route through downtown Camilla. The Color Guard cadets (pictured)
were sophomore Joseph Dobbs, senior Quindarius Sharp, and sophomores Jerry Crews and
Jeremy Perry, all members of Fox Flight.
Immediately following the Color Guard was a
formation of 60 cadets from various flights.
The formation was led by senior Cadet
Christopher Whitlock and junior Cadet
Kentavius Haynes. The cadence was called by
sophomore Cadet Seantavius Wimberly. This
effort by GA-946 helped make the Christmas parade a great success for our
community. Way to go JROTC Eagles!

Students Learn about CPR
Seddrick
Childs

Students in Mr. D. Pinkins and Ms. J.
Bostick’s classes joined Mrs. S.
Anglin’s Healthcare Science class to
learn about CPR and how to do the
Heimlich maneuver. Mrs. Anglin
explained the steps necessary to help
someone in need. The students then
used mannequins to demonstrate
what they learned. Some of the
students are working to complete the
requirements for certification in CPR
through the American Red Cross.

MCHS Faculty Takes to the Road
In January 2010, the faculty at Mitchell County High School started
delivering students’ progress
reports directly to their house.
This allows the teachers an
opportunity to meet with the
parents and discuss the progress of their child. Progress
reports are sent home every
three weeks.
For more information,
call 336-0970.

Field Trip to Kiddie Kollege
Students in Ms. Paxton Gehle’s Early Childhood Education classes recently traveled to
Kiddie Kollege Day Care, located in Camilla, to observe the children and tour the facility.
While there, students were able to observe the
children’s behaviors and skills, along with the daily
responsibilities of the staff members. Before the visit,
students in Ms. Gehle’s classes had studied about
infants and toddlers and their physical, intellectual,
emotional, and social developmental progress.
Special thanks to Ms. Martha Cabiness and her staff
for allowing Ms. Gehle’s students to participate with the children and observe their daily environment.
Left: Sadie King, Latisha Morman, and Stacy Johnson are building masterpieces with the children.
Right: Jimmy Johnson and Kaysha Harris are enjoying their time in the kitchen area.

Financial Aid Workshop for MCHS Seniors
On January 14, 2010, a financial aid
workshop for MCHS seniors and their parents
was held. Over 120 people attended. The
workshop covered the following topics: What
is financial aid? How does completing the
financial aid application benefit me? When is
the deadline to complete and turn in the
financial aid application? Does this application
determine how much assistance I will need?
The presenter for the workshop was Jill Vickers
(left), Associate Vice President, Client Services
at the Georgia Student Finance Commission.

SMCES Paraprofessional
of the Month

Earnestine
Pate
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Math Students Become Educators
Students in the Math 2 classes are currently studying a unit
entitled Circles and Spheres. After completing the theorems
related to arcs, angles and segments related to circles, students
became educators in Ms. T. Bishop's classes. Team captains were
appointed and then the teams were chosen. To refresh memories
and conclude this section, the students were asked to teach these
important theorems again. Students were required to explain the
theorems and examples that they used. Students used a variety of
modes of presentations. Students used PowerPoints, the
Promethean board, and bulletin board paper in addition to the dry
erase board. Students also selected problems for an assignment to
be done at the conclusion of the presentation. Below: Tevin
Watkins, Yancey Burns, and Diquan Isom worked together to
teach the students.

On January 11-12, 2010, Mr. Rodney Conine, Technology Director,
instructed students in the Advanced Web Design classes on how to use
the School Desk web template to create web pages. The students will
then create their own web portfolios and help teachers on their web
pages. All of Ms. R. Lee’s web design students are helping to redesign
the Mitchell County High School’s home page and resource links.
Visit
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net/Default.aspx?
alias=mitchell.schooldesk.net/high to see what the students have done.

Congratulations to
SMCES
Teacher of the Month

Student photographers: Mac Mitchell and Qwandarious Rowe

MCMS Relay for Life Fundraiser has begun!

Audrey Wallace

Following a Dream
By Brianna Harvey
Brianna Harvey, daughter of Emma and
Thomas Harvey, has wanted to be a
model ever since she was a little girl. In
2005, she enrolled in the Barbizon Acting
and Model School in Orlando, Florida,
and once a month, Brianna attended
classes there. The Barbizon school
nominated her to enter the International
Modeling and Talent Association’s
(IMTA) talent competition. She had to
read a script to be used in a commercial.
She was one of the 70 people chosen out of 1000 entries. IMTA is
a competition in which models and performers (actors, singers, and
dancers,) from everywhere compete in front of 400 agencies. The
event was held in Los Angeles, California on January 4-10, 2010.
Brianna competed in 5 categories with other girls in her age group:
monologue, cold read, sit com, dance, and TV real people. She won
an award for placing in the top ten in TV real people, which was a
short commercial. All the contestants had an opportunity to walk
the runway in front of the agents. Brianna received callbacks from
Moonstar Management, Maverick Agent, and Discover Inc.
Management.

The grade level that raises the most money above the
$500 level, will be rewarded with a week of dress
down privileges, after the CRCT. Teachers, you may
turn in your money, as you collect it, to Ms.
Williamson.

Students Learn Safety Procedures
Mr. D. Pinkins and Ms. J. Bostick’s classes joined Mr. T. Gilbert’s
biology class to learn safety procedures. The students observed how
to dissect a pig and how to use lab apparatus
safely. Once they did this, the students played
charades to demonstrate their knowledge of
safety symbols.
They not only had to
demonstrate how to use the equipment but
they also had to explain why it is important to
practice safety procedures in the lab setting.

Above: Jeffery Perry
follows safety procedures.
Right: Camaria Bryant and
Quiana Pinkins observe
students in Mr. T. Gilbert’s
science class.
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Sixth Graders Use Technology

Sixth Graders Create Designs
Using Line of Symmetry

Mitchell County Middle School sixth grade ELA students are reaping the
benefits half day Wednesday’s have to offer! Teachers are using
technology developed activities to engage student learning.

In Unit 5, sixth grade math students studied
how to determine line symmetry of various
shapes, patterns, and real life objects.
Students worked as a whole to create a class
paper quilt. They created designs ensuring
that the quilt would have one line of
symmetry. Below Nortorius Spence with the
quilt.

Parent Portal Training on Infinite Campus
On December 10, 2009, and January 14 and 28, 2010, MCHS parents had an
opportunity to attend training on the Infinite Campus Parent Portal, where they can
see their child’s grades at any time. The training was conducted by MCSS
Technology Director Rodney
Conine, SIS Coordinator
Carol Jones, and MCHS
Registrar Tonya Rossitter and
was held in Ruth Lee’s
Business lab. The link for the
portal
is
https://
sis.mitchell.k12.ga.us/
campus/portal/mitchell.jsp.

MCMS TEACHER OF THE MONTH
FOR DECEMBER:
MRS. L. DUNBAR

RIDE Students Emulate Michelangelo
The elementary Gifted class of Mitchell County Schools has been studying art with a focus
on the “Great Masters” of art. After touring the Albany Museum of Art in December and
getting back to school after the holidays, the students studied Michelangelo. Students
observed representations of his works: The Pieta (a statue of Mary holding the crucified
Jesus), David (a marble statue of the Biblical David preparing to meet the giant Goliath),
Carterion Whitlock, Joshua Moore,
and the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel (a series of intricate paintings depicting Biblical
Andres Perez and Harold Lawton
scenes). Students focused on the famous painting “The Creation of Man” (showing God
giving life to Adam). Students learned that it took Michelangelo four years to paint the
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. Michelangelo had to build and climb a scaffold just to get close enough to the 68 foot high
ceiling. For the entire four years, he had to paint in the awkward position of being stretched out on his back with his arms up in
the air. To emulate his process, students taped paper on the underside of tables and then painted their own creations.
Afterward, we examined the struggles they encountered: arm cramps, back aches, and paint running down their arms or
splattering on their faces. A few even had non-toxic paint drip in their mouths! The RIDE students were glad that their activity
only lasted 25 minutes, as opposed to Michelangelo’s four years. It truly took a dedicated master to create the beautiful works
of art on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.

Tatyanna Broadwater looks on
while Danarick Slaughter paints.

Jamia Sanders gets as
comfortable as she can.

James Reynolds, Jo'cilin Moore, and Buford
Kellogg paint in the style of Michelangelo.

Ishmael Aldavera concentrates
hard.
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Mitchell County Schools Weightlifting Competition
On March 6, 2010, the coaching staff of Mitchell County High School, along with the All Sports Booster Club, will host its first ever Mitchell
County Schools Weightlifting Competition. All area schools within Mitchell County have been invited to attend this event. The schools include
Mitchell County High School, Baconton Charter, Pelham High School and Westwood. The event is to promote the weightlifting aspect of all
sports that are offered through the respective school systems. It is a proven fact that weightlifting not only promotes better athleticism but also
goes a long way in preventing injuries. The event will also promote better relationships between the school systems located within Mitchell
County. The event will be held in the Mitchell County High School gymnasium starting promptly at 10 a.m., and concessions will be available.
Spectators will be charged an entrance fee of one dollar per person (regardless of age).

Mayor Haywood Speaks to the Freshman Class
Camilla Mayor, Mary Jo Haywood took time out of her busy and demanding schedule to visit and
enlighten some of the young ladies at MCHS. Mayor Haywood spoke very inspiringly to the Freshman
Academy females in our Sista 2 Sista program. The theme for the day was “Failure Is Not An Option.”
Mayor Haywood emphasized to these young ladies that even during very hard and turbulent times they
must continue to dream, keep the faith, and believe in themselves. While also stressing the importance of
earning a high school diploma, Mayor Haywood reminded the young ladies that if they fall down in their
future endeavors, they do not have to stay down; they can get back up and keep working hard. Today,
these young ladies were able to witness firsthand that dreams really can come true and “all things are possible” if they DON’T QUIT! Above:
Mayor Haywood with 9th grader Camesha Williams (Photo by: Mac Mitchell and Qwandarious Rowe)

Math Mania A Plus (A+) at North Mitchell
Students get excited, and teachers welcome a little friendly competition. At stake, who are the top
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade homeroom classes, mathematically, according to the competition, that is.
Students at the three grades compete monthly at North Mitchell County Elementary School. The
first competition was held in December. December winners were: 3rd Grade – Jamilia Thomas’
homeroom; 4th Grade – Annette Robinson’s homeroom and 5th Grade – Teena Milligan’s
are: 3rd Grade – Janie Mullins’ homeroom; 4th Grade –
5th grade homeroom. January competition winners
Annette Robinson’s homeroom and 5th Grade – Judy Burnett’s homeroom. Math Mania is
designed to get students excited about math and give teachers a quick snapshot of student proficiency. The concepts and skills for each
competition are those that students have already studied. Students compete in two rounds. Round 1 is a five minute skills round. Round 2 is a
ten minute problem solving round. The entire competition takes about 20 minutes from start to finish, with all three grades competing
simultaneously. The competition is managed via the NMCES morning news channel, where Media Specialist Bronnie Holton tells students
when to start and stop for each round. Competition sheets are prepared by the math coach,
Silvana Jenkins. Sheets are collected and scored
by the math coach and the paraprofessionals.
3rd grade
Winners are announced and the winning classes
and teachers collect their prize. After the
inaugural event on December 3, 2009, a 5th grade
student, not from the winning class, wanted to
know if the competition could be held again the
next day. The response was “No,” but the student
was assured that the competition will continue
4th grade
each month until the end of the school year.

Cross Country Members Gives Back to the Community
During the October instructional intersession, several members of the MCHS Cross Country team donated their time
at the Faith Community Outreach Church Homeless Shelter. The runners, Jamori Thompson, Quin Wynn, Titus
Lawrence, and Deaunna Wimberly, assisted the staff at Faith Community Outreach by sorting and distributing
clothing to the needy. They also assisted in the shelter’s soup kitchen, serving food to those who came for the daily
lunchtime meal. In November, MCHS and MCMS Cross Country team members assisted with the “Soles 4 Souls”
Charity shoe collection project. High school runners, Jamori Thompson and Brandon Hallman were the points of contact at the high school,
along with junior, Avery Boyd. The MCMS girls’ team helped sort, inventory, and prepare the collected shoes for donation at the Albany site.
Over 30 pairs of shoes were donated in all.
“Leadership through service is a character quality that I am trying to instill in my runners as well as my own children,” said Coach Crimbley.
“I look for service project opportunities that will allow us to give back to society and nurture a desire to make public service a way of life and
not just sporadic events.” The MCSS Cross Country teams have also adopted a portion of highway through the Georgia Department of
Transportation. The teams are responsible for conducting at least two clean-ups a year: one in the fall and one in the spring. The teams are
trying to do periodic clean-ups throughout the year as well to help keep Camilla beautiful!
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Calendar of Events for February
South Mitchell County Elementary
11

PTA meeting

12

Valentine’s Day dance

10

1/2 day for students/1/2 day PLU

17

Early Release/Parent Conference Day

23

Mitchell County Board of Education meeting at 6:30 p.m.

North Mitchell County Elementary
1

World Math Day begins

3

100th day celebration

4

School Council meeting; PTA-6:30 p.m.;
PTA Pancake Supper

12

Parent Sweetheart Luncheon

17

Parent Conference Day

19

Cultural Awareness Fair

Mitchell County Middle School
4

Teen maze –8th graders only (8:30-10:30)

5

Pass party

11

Progress reports

26

Eagle’s Bash

PTA Buys Gifts for Students
South Mitchell County Elementary School’s PTA
bought ice cream for all students for a cool Christmas
treat. On the last
day of school
before the winter
break, students
enjoyed the ice
cream, which was
provided from
Two Scoops of
Camilla.

Mitchell County High School
2

Away basketball game at Fitzgerald-Girls JV game starts at 4:30 p.m.

5

Home basketball game against Cook County-Boys JV game 4:30 p.m.

9

Home basketball game against Fitzgerald-Boys JV game at 4:30 p.m.

10

ASSET test given at MCHS

11

Club Day—3rd period

12

Home basketball game (Senior Night) against Baker County– 6 p.m.;
Benchmark 7 exams

15

Basketball Region Tournament –location TBA

23

Josten’s Presale–for 10th grade class rings; away baseball game at
Pelham at 5 p.m.; CTAE Advisory meeting at 6 p.m.

Saturday School at Mitchell County High School
during February from 8 a.m.–2 p.m.
February 6-for 10th graders; February 13-for 11th graders;
February 20 for 12th graders; February 27 for 9th graders.
If you are not passing your classes, you need to be here.
For more details, call 336-0970.

Congratulations to
Seddrick Childs from the Mitchell
County High School for winning
1st place-a Gold Medal at the Fall
Special Olympics
Equestrian Horse Show in Perry, GA
on November 14, 2009.
What a great job he did!!!

Come out and enjoy a basketball game!
See you there!

Congratulations
Derek Hadley was the
highest scoring student
at Mitchell County
High School on the
2009 Kennesaw
State University
Mathematics
Competition.

