Co-Curricular
Activities

NHS
National Honor Society recognizes
outstanding achievements in areas
of scholarship, leadership, service
and character. NHS students participate in cultural enrichment activities such as attending local theatre
events and visiting museums.

Drama
Students are provided excellent
opportunities to explore talents in
the performing arts both on campus and in the community.

CIF/Sports
Students are involved in a variety
of sports. Our varsity athletic
program is part of the California
Interscholastic Federation. CIF provides a vehicle for fellowship with
other schools within the context of
friendly competition.

Oratory and
Student Essay Competition

Yearbook

Concert Band

Desktop Publishing students have
the opportunity to produce the
school yearbook. Students are
responsible for the writing content,
layout and design.

Band students, who must audition
for membership, participate in
regional adjudications and festivals.
Band members also perform concerts on campus, in area churches
and for local community events.

Computer Technology
Students may join other computerminded individuals who thrive on
technology, the internet, new programs and network systems.

Students who join local and national competitions for oral or written
essays on subjects reflecting our
nation’s core issues can earn merit
recognition or monetary awards.

Choir
All students may join Choir. Choir
actively serves the school and community with superb performances.

Campus Ministry,
Praise Band
Campus ministry encourages
students to participate in spiritualemphasis activities. Students may
take part in vespers and churchon-campus programs. Praise band
members lead song services for
religious activities.

Chorale
Students must audition to be a part
of this select choral group. Each
member is actively involved in
concerts and programs at school,
as well as numerous performances
throughout the region and in various local churches.

Student Association
Students are given the opportunity to become involved in school
government by participating in the
Student Association. The SA organizes banquets, gym nights, vespers,
picnics and other such activities that
encourage involvement and promote
school spirit.

10 |

GLENDALE ADVENTIST ACADEMY

The Key /Journalism
The school newspaper, The Key
is issued on a monthly basis by
students enrolled in Desktop Publishing class. Editors are selected
through an application process.

School Board

Jazz Band
Jazz band, a highly select group of
musicians, participates in jazz festivals, adjudications and in campus
and community performances.

The Student Association President
and the Senior Class President are
members of the GAA School Board.
Student representatives have the
same voting rights as an elected
Board official and can voice their
opinions regarding issues that pertain to school matters.

Trips and Tours
GAA offers opportunities for offcampus travel that include camping,
class field trips, mission endeavors
and music tours. Past trips have
been to Washington, D.C., Chicago,
the western United States, Hawaii,
Canada, Mexico, Peru and more.

Mission Service,
Community Outreach
GAA students take part in a variety
of community service and outreach
programs, including mission trips
to Mexico, food and clothing drives,
graffiti paint-out programs and
health-related benefit services such
as Race for the Cure and AIDS Walk.
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Our Achievements
• Over 5,000 alumni from every
walk of life — including medicine,
law, business, finance and education — represent 100 years of
Glendale Adventist Academy (GAA)
history.
• GAA holds the highest level of
accreditation offered by both the
Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC) and the Seventhday Adventist North American
Division Commission on Accreditation and has a dedicated, highly
qualified and fully credentialed
faculty and administration.

• Students participate in university
workshops including journalism/
publishing, music, athletics and art.
• Many and varied student leadership opportunities exist, including
representation on the school board.

• Approximately 10 percent of
our students are members of the
nationally recognized National
Honor Society for demonstrated
achievement in scholarship, leadership, service and character.
• Our students annually contribute
more than 2,500 hours of community service by working for dozens
of local organizations. They regularly volunteer at schools, hospitals,
churches, shelters, soup kitchens,
summer camps, boys and girls
clubs, and work with local communities on graffiti and park clean-up
projects. In addition, students help
at the Race for the Cure, AIDS Walk
and other medical research fundraisers, as well as participate in
mission trips to Mexico and Peru.
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• Ninety percent of graduating
seniors go on to college or university.
• Honors English students’ poetry
has been published at both local
and regional levels, including The
High School Poetry Anthology of the
American Southwest.
• A recent graduate, a freshman at
Stanford University, was invited to
join the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Papers Project, a program reserved
only for seniors. The student will
assist with research for a multi-volume book set soon to be published
on the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.

• GAA students have a superior
pass rate on the Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus exam.
• Students are recognized as finalists, semi-finalists or commended
in the National Merit Scholarship
Program as a result of scores earned
on the PSAT and SAT. Our students
score higher than the national average on the ACT.

• Students who have participated in
GAA Spanish courses have qualified for advanced Spanish classes as
college freshmen and have successfully completed Spanish language
programs abroad.

100 Years of GAA
1907 The Glendale Church School was
organized with 15 students. The single
classroom was located in the basement
of the old Glendale Sanitarium on Isabel
Street. Mrs. B.B. Davis was its first
teacher.

1908–1910 A one-room building was erected on the
east side of Isabel Street. To accomplish
this, $200 was borrowed and $300
collected to pay the total cost of $500.
In 1909–1910 the building was moved
across the street and another classroom
was added making the school a twoteacher school.
1921–1922 The school became a regular twelvegrade academy. The first school annual,
The Stepping Stone, was produced. The
first graduating class of 1922 had five
members.
1923 Due to the rapid growth of the school,
it became urgent to find a new
location with ample area for expansion.
The church had no funds for such a
project. A group of ten business and
professional men undertook the project
independently, not as a school board.
At the bank they negotiated a loan of
$10,000 by each signing a note for
$1,000 (an average home cost less than
$2,000). Eightteen acres were given to
the school free of debt, plus money for
buildings. No money was retained as
profit by the dedicated benefactors.

1925 The name of Greater Glendale Academy
was changed to Glendale Union
Academy.
1928–1929 In addition to the old grade school,
a new two-room grade school was
erected and called the seventh and
eighth grade building. Attractive
uniforms were routine for Academy
“girls.” The lady teachers were expected
to monitor skirt length to below the
kneecap. The Principal’s salary was
$150 per month before tithe was
automatically withheld. If a teacher’s
spouse was also an employee, the
spouse received a discounted salary.
1941 The gymnasium was erected to serve as
the gymnasium and also vocational arts
classrooms.

1945 A new ten-room grade school was
erected. The building which had housed
the seventh and eighth grades was
moved to the southwest section of the
campus and an addition was built on.
1958 The library building was built.
1961 An athletic field was sorely needed.
“Lee R. Marsh Memorial Field,” named
after the former principal who had just
died, was created at a cost of $25,000
providing a level, fenced, turf-grass
playing field.
1967 Building inspectors of the 45-year old
Administration building found so many
gas pipe leaks that they threatened to
condemn it. The eloquent Dr. Arthur
R. Bietz, pastor of the Glendale City
Church, persuaded reluctant constituent
pastors to contribute half of the cost
and Southern California Conference
paid the other half to construct a new
facility. Thus two multi-classroom
buildings were built, becoming usable in
1970.
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GLENDALE A DVENTIST ACADEMY
700 Kimlin Drive
Glendale, CA 91206
www.glendaleacademy.org
Elementary/Junior High (K–8) 818 246-4867
Academy (High School) (9–12) 818 244-8671
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