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Save the Dates

San Gabriel Mission High School, an IB World School, rooted in the Dominican and Claretian traditions, empowers young women to pursue
education marked by respect, motivation, depth,
character and integrity throughout their lives.

Thank you for making a difference at San Gabriel Mission High School. Every gift matters
as it allows us to continue our mission: to empower young women to pursue education
marked by respect, motivation, depth, character and integrity throughout their lives. It
changes the future of our students.

A San Gabriel Mission High School Student is:

This is a very exciting time of year; SGMHS’s campus is very busy. The ladies just had
their senior prom and Play Day! They are currently getting ready for Spring Sing, the 7th
Annual Art Show, anticipating their Class day, college acceptances and of course,
commencement.

A RESPECTFUL young woman who:
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Marielle Sallo, Ed.D.
Principal
Raquel Cagigas, ‘96 M.A.
Assistant Principal, Student Life &
Institutional Advancement

Shows empathy and compassion towards the needs and feelings of others;
Acts to make a positive difference in the lives of others and the
environment;
Understands and appreciates her own culture and personal history, and is open to
the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities;
Is accustomed to seeking and evaluating multiple points of view, and is willing to
grow from this experience.
A MOTIVATED young woman who:

Lisa Esparza, B.A.
Director of Development &
Alumni Relations

Is able to assess and understand her strengths and limitations in order to support
her learning and personal development;

Belinda Resendez, B.S.
Director of Marketing & Admissions

Exercises initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize
and approach complex problems, and make reasoned and ethical decisions.
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JoAnne Disney ‘71
Lisa Esparza, B.A.

Acquires the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show
independence in learning.

The Magazine & Annual Report is
published & designed by,
San Gabriel Mission High School
254 S. Santa Anita Street
San Gabriel, CA 91776
In an effort to reduce mailing costs and to be eco-friendly, the
SGMHS Alumni Magazine is distributed via email; however if
you would like to receive a hard copy please contact the
Alumni Office at 626.282.3181 ext. 116 or you may send an
email to alumni@missionpioneers.org.

Has a personal commitment to Christian service-learning, with a Christian heart;

A young woman of DEPTH who:
Searches for Truth in the tradition of Saint Dominic and the Dominican Sisters
of Mission San Jose;
Develops her intellectual curiosity;
Acquires an in-depth knowledge and develops understanding across a broad
and balanced range of disciplines;
A young woman of INTEGRITY who:
Acts with honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity
of the individual, group and communities;
Takes responsibility for her own actions and the consequences that accompany
them;
Practices academic honesty.
A young woman of CHARACTER who:

Standard of Accuracy
We are committed to providing you with the most accurate
and up-to-date information in all of our publications. However,
unintentional errors may appear. As a result, we ask you to
contact the Alumni Office at 626-282-3181 ext. 116 in the
event there are any factual errors. We appreciate the interest
and concerns of our readers and welcome any assistance
toward achieving our goals.

Embodies Christ-like behavior and identifies the God-given dignity of all humanity;
Courageously and articulately defends her beliefs while being charitable to all
people;
Understands the importance of intellectual, physical, social and spiritual balance to
achieve personal well-being for herself and others;
Works effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

While SGMHS is an IB World School and emphasizes a balanced college preparatory
and high school curriculum, Mission also offers the students extra-curricular activities. There
is a large variety of clubs- a Film Festival in its 10th year showcasing student films, an active campus ministry program, and Horizon League sports opportunities. Most importantly,
Mission is a school that places family at its center. Being a school with a long tradition, we
are proud of the many voices our alumni, parents, teachers, students and community members bring to our wonderful school.
We would greatly appreciate your assistance in providing more students the experience
of a quality Catholic education. Your support ensures our legacy of academic excellence
for years to come.
To share a gift today, contact Ms. Lisa Esparza in the Office of Development & Alumni Relations at 626.282.3181 ext. 116 or via email lesparza@sgmhs.org.
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A Message from the Principal
My Dear Friends of Mission,
San Gabriel Mission High School provides our young women with
a supportive environment that empowers them to become the female leaders of the future. By emphasizing the importance of motivation, depth, integrity, character and respect, our young women
are given the tools to be confident in what they do to impact the
world around them.
With the charisms set forth by our Dominican Sisters of Mission San
Jose and the Claretian Missionaries, our students learn what it means to live a Christian life. With the
guidance of Veritas, our Campus Ministry Team, our young women journey through their faith together in
search for truth in all that they do through prayer, study, community and preaching.
In the classrooms, our students learn the importance of communication, problem solving and persistence to
prepare themselves for the changing world we live in today. Our young women are taught to push outside of their comfort zone to take risks and ask questions about what is being taught in the classroom and
relate it to their families, communities, and the world around us. By providing them access to becoming
an open minded, critical thinker, our students are prepared to take on challenges beyond the classroom.
Access to Honors, Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs provides our students
with a balanced curriculum, experienced teachers, and academic counselors who teach life long skills that
will benefit students beyond high school.
Additionally, our students put into practice their talents, skills, and leadership through the vast number of
opportunities for extracurricular activities such as the Associated Student Body, Student Council, Athletics,
Performing Arts and Veritas Campus Ministry Team. Students are able to take what they are most passionate about and communicate their talents to their peers, families and friends of Mission.
I am honored to witness the growth of our young women each and every day as they become better
leaders, better Christians and better women for our world today. Now is the time to be at Mission, and I
am blessed to be a part of it!
With Christ,
Marielle Sallo, Ed.D.
Principal

Students Experience History
San Gabriel Mission High School was invited to attend a Leadership Symposium at Ramona Convent
High School entitled “An Inside View of the Civil Rights Movement” featuring Donzaleigh Abernathy.
Ms. Abernathy is the daughter of the Reverend Ralph Abernathy, the Civil Rights Leader, who together with his best friend, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “created a non-violent social movement that
changed the course of American history.”
Ms. Abernathy witnessed first-hand how the
Civil Rights Bill, the Public Accommodations
Act and the Voting Rights Act were established. Ms. Abernathy has written a book
entitled, “Partners to History, Martin Luther
King, Ralph David Abernathy and the Civil
Rights Movement.” It is referred to as the
“coffee table pictorial of American History.”
According to Eric McGee, IB History Year 1
and Social Science Instructor at SGMHS,
“The experience with Donzaleigh Abernathy, a young girl during the peak of the civil rights movement, was extremely rewarding for me as
an educator because I witnessed my students apply what they heard to classroom learning. The
Abernathy family’s close friendship with ‘Uncle Martin’ – Dr. King – provided my students with a
unique perspective on both the struggles and highlights of the movement centered on non-violent
protest. Additionally, I am grateful that they were able to understand the profound, perpetual impact the goal of integration had on American society from an individual who marched with leaders
of the movement.”
SGMHS students that heard Ms. Abernathy speak said they felt like their history books came alive.
They had read pages and saw pictures, but hearing from a person who was actually there and seeing the photos in person, was inspirational. And, meeting a person who lived the history they were
reading about was absolutely amazing. Students felt a very real and personal connection with Ms.
Abernathy. They echoed her words of the importance of education and how it empowers women today.
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Foundations
Bill Hannon Foundation
California Community Foundation
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
Christian Service Center Foundation
Daughters of Charity
Dolores Mission Foundation
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Foundation
George Mayr Foundation
Mother Pia Backes Fund
Specialty Family Foundation
Success Through Education
The Carter Family Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation

185 student scholarships awarded

New Faces On Campus
Nichole Escamilla joined the faculty at
San Gabriel Mission High School in
2016 teaching Biology. She grew up
on the border line of Orange and Los
Angeles Counties in the city of Whittier.
She attended La Serna High School
and went on to attend Mount San Antonio College earning an Associate
Arts degree in Natural Science. Ms. Escamilla transferred to the University of California Riverside earning
her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. During her
time at UCR, she took courses with an emphasis on biomedical research and conducted research on the disease known as Malaria. According to Nichole, “I am so
happy and grateful to have the opportunity to give
back and share my knowledge of science to young
minds. My goal is to strengthen the presence of women
in the scientific community.” Although Nichole holds a
deep passion for science, in her spare time she enjoys
exploring new cities, staying active and watching classic movies or sitcoms repeatedly. She loves the Oscars!
Nichole was accepted to the University of Southern
California, School of Pharmacy for a Master’s of Science in Regulatory Science. Ms. Escamilla will begin her
studies in the fall of 2017.
Mr. McGee graduated from Cal State
Fullerton, where he received his Bachelor of Arts with Highest Honors and a
Master of Arts degree in History. Go
Titans! He was a member of the CSUF
Freshman Future Teachers Program
because he always knew teaching was
his passion, and completed secondary
education classes and fieldwork. He
subsequently obtained his Preliminary Single Subject
Teaching Credential in Social Science from Cal State
Long Beach, and has experience teaching at both the
middle school and high school levels. In high school, he
received the AP Scholar with Distinction Award for obtaining a "4" on six AP exams (English Language, English Literature, Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, United
States Government and Politics, and United States History). He considers it a privilege to help his students
prepare for college and realize their dreams. Mr.
McGee enjoys watching and playing sports and
spending time with his family and friends in his free
time. He earned the career scholar athlete award from
his high school baseball team, and his favorite sports
team is the Angels. Due to his family's Irish heritage, he
also roots for Notre Dame, UCLA, and whoever is
playing USC.

Lisa brings more than 15 years of donor
relations, special event funding, engaging
corporate and individual stakeholders
and public relations to San Gabriel Mission High School. Her most recent position was Director for the Western Region
with NephCure Kidney International. Ms.
Esparza built a highly effective fund development program for 11 states. Before NephCure, Lisa spearheaded the outreach and development needs as the Director of
Development at Loyola Marymount University, leading the Latino
Alumni Association and the Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Center
for the Study of Los Angeles. While steering LMU’s capital campaign, Lisa raised money for various programs, scholarships and
research projects. In addition, for more than five years she was a
manager for the American Diabetes Association. Her efforts were
instrumental in securing funds for the ADA’s signature events, galvanizing influential volunteers and partnering with Southern California businesses as well as government officials to fund diabetes
research, education and advocacy. She has a bachelor’s degree
in English from Loyola Marymount University. As you can see, Ms.
Esparza’s passions are health care and education-two of the most
fundamental needs. Lisa enjoys reading, spin classes and running
at the beach- but mostly spending time with her family.

Ms. Resendez received her Bachelor of Science Degree in Political Science and Communications from Santa Clara University. While
at Santa Clara, she worked alongside the
Vice President for University Relations in the
Development Office, recruited prospective
students and promoted the University's rich
Jesuit traditions, values, and teachings
throughout the greater Los Angeles area. Ms.
Resendez’s most recent position was at St. Andrew Elementary in
Pasadena, as the Director of Development and Marketing where
she secured funding for the School's STEM and Scholarship Programs. Additionally, Belinda is currently working on her Master
of Arts Degree in Strategic Communication from American University and will be completed in Spring of 2017. She enjoys
spending time with her family, cooking, fitness, and going on
hikes with her dog Roo. Ms. Resendez is very passionate about
higher education and making a meaningful impact in the lives of
youth. Belinda is looking forward to inspiring young women to
become a part of the Pioneer
family!

Thao Nguyen ‘12
Starting her sophomore year, Thao Nguyen came to San Gabriel
Mission High School as an International Student from Vietnam. English
was difficult for her at first as it was her second language. Thao
asked for tutoring and received it every day at lunch and after
school with SGMHS’ in-house tutor and alum, Jo Anne Jeffre-Disney,
Class of 1971. According to Ms. Disney, “Thao was an eager student and wanted to do her best in her English classes. With her determination and can-do attitude, when Thao graduated in 2012, she
not only graduated with honors, but she received an award from the
English department for her exceptional work.”

Alumna Spotlight
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This past June 2016, Thao graduated from the University of Washington with honors and received a full scholarship to Princeton,
drawn to the PhD Program in Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering. According to Thao, “The main reason I am drawn to the PhD Program at Princeton is due to
its ever-growing research culture with astounding faculty and amazing facilities. Electrochemistry, clean energy and storage devices are my areas of interest. I want an opportunity to specialize in these fields because they will provide me the tools to solve many current problems in
Vietnam. Overall, all the research fields available at Princeton clearly depict its potential impact on the environment and future society. I am really excited about the opportunity to explore
these topics and build upon my knowledge as a chemical engineer.” Thao went on to say,
“Many issues in Vietnam such as inadequate healthcare and inaccessibility to power and clear
water are the result of pollution and poor usage of natural resources. As a Vietnamese citizen
who has had the privilege to receive an advanced education here in America, I have a duty to
act. Research in advance materials and clean energy will give me the ability to solve these
problems and improve my people’s quality of life. Ultimately, I want to achieve this goal by
influencing people in Vietnam and sharing my motivation with younger generations by becoming
a professor in chemical engineering.”
According to Thao, “San Gabriel Mission High School was the most memorable and important
start to my educational career in the United States. To describe Mission in the most visual and
physical sense, I have two images in my memory. First, it was the bridge that did a fine job connecting my past experience back home (Vietnam) with my present and future in America. At Mission, I was able to learn a new culture and perspective, including religion as well as gaining
knowledge from others with very different backgrounds than mine, yet still holding on to my values from my Vietnamese culture. The respectful and open-minded culture at Mission certainly
helped that. Second, the time spent at Mission was the spark in my educational career. Mission
was where I began to learn the language that I now use on a daily basis. To all second language learners, learning a second language in depth is not a simple job or a one day task. I
will never forget the patience of teachers at Mission for me when I was their student. And personally, Mission was the foundation for my success with learning the language. And finally, Mission provided me with a strong educational background that drives and motivates me in my
educational career today. Also, the memories of Mission have really inspired me to choose academia as my life long career because I want to have some sort of impact on others as Mission
High School had on me.”
The SGMHS Community is very proud of Thao’s accomplishments and feels honored to have provided her with the educational foundation that has enabled her to achieve such academic success. As an International Baccalaureate World School, SGMHS welcomes the opportunity to provide a rigorous educational environment for young women around the globe.
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Sponsorships and Community Donors
Albert D' Antonio

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens

Impact Canine Solutions

Arbonne, Cosmetics, Skin Care & Nutrition

Magnum Graphics

Southern California Edison

Mr. & Mrs. Marciuska

Bank of America

San Gabriel Mission Elementary School

United Way Campaign

San Gabriel Valley Hospital

Longo Toyota

Zaven Cafeteria

San Gabriel Mission Parish

G.H. Wilke & Co.

Stonefire Grill, Pasadena

Arbonne International LLC

Network for Good

Island's Restaurant

Temple City Pony-Colt League

The Ice House Comedy Club

Boeing

Pasadena Ice Skating Center

Wells Fargo Bank

Bradford World Renowned Portrait

Kroger

Laemmle Theaters

Armando & Angelina Sosa

The Comedy & Magic Club
Rowley Portraiture
In-N-Out
LACMA
PVH, Inc.
Los Angeles Dodgers
Pasadena Playhouse
Sempra Employee Giving Network
Target Take Charge of Education
San Gabriel Kiwanis
Our Lady Queen of Angels High School
Michael Cervantes ‘76
Jo Anne Disney ‘71
Mission Car Wash
Avon
CCS Carwash and Detail Center
Citizens Business Bank
Laugh Factory
Regal Entertainment Group
San Gabriel Mission Claretian Ministries
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Al D' Antonio

Joseph Gonzalez ‘59

Pat Salvaty ‘60

Ann Bradley Free ‘53

Julie DeMarco ‘61

Peter Fernandez

Anonymous

Karen M. Sciaraffa ‘64

Raquel Cagigas ‘96

Kate Franceschini ‘78

Regina Rea

Kathleen Moore-Alaugh

Richard Schwien ‘63

Lawrence Fetters

Rosemary Deady

Carolyn Mattazaro ‘78

Linda Moran ‘65

Sharon B. Collins ‘57

Celest Bujan ‘71

Linda Wallace ‘74

Shirley Carnine ‘54

Charles Cummings ‘67

Lizeth Aguiluz

Sonia Bustos

Cheri Haines Jasinski ‘60

Lolita Reynoso ‘79

Sue Notheis ‘60

Cindy Trautz

Loraine Burrola ‘75

Susan Pool Harris ‘59

Loretta D. Lewis

Suzanne Edwin ‘61

Lucy Perricone ‘63

Tammy Evrard ‘85

Maria Ott

Theresia Trevino ‘79

Edward Harrington ‘54

Maria Patris ‘71

Thomas Hart ‘64

Elizabeth Kellogg ‘60

Marie Hogan ‘71

Valerie ’96 & Gene Read ‘96

Ellen Shannon ‘60

Marilyn Comouche ‘57

Veronica Cagigas-Espinoza ‘89

Frank Laurenzello

Marilyn Copley

William Harrington

Gary ‘58 & Patricia ‘60
Taylor

Marilyn Costamagna ‘64

William Henry ‘61

Gina Reyes ‘58

Martin Ruggles ‘66

William Lenzen ‘53

Gloria Grant

Mary Ann Halligan ‘72

Zartman Family

Hope Aspengren ‘58

Mary Coutis

Arnell Daniels ‘54
August Koch
Bob Wilber ‘59
Carol Koch ‘79

Dennis D' Amico
Dennis Kneier
Diana J. Murphy
David Schwien ‘61

Irene ‘90 & Algis Marcuiska Mary E. Rzeteljski ‘72
Irene Chapman ‘56
Irene Luu
Jim ‘66 & Rosa Maya
Jo Anne Disney ‘71
Joe ‘54 & Margaret ‘59
Bateman
Joe Perricone ‘60

Mary E. Zola ‘61
Michael Cervantes ‘67
Michael & Denise Lopez
Michael Smith
Moran Family Trust
Nancy Belmonte ‘57

John Brown ‘54

Nancy Waters ‘68

John Ferree Jr.

Olga Alarid

John Green ‘53

Olivia Carlos ‘04

Sylvia Camacho ‘17
San Gabriel Mission High School senior Sylvia Camacho received huge accolades in her lead performance as Audrey,
in the “Little Shop of Horrors” presented at Cathedral High
School this last November. It was her first time performing in
a full show and performing with a live professional band.
While Sylvia was between shows, one of the band members
told her that her performance reminded him of a young Amy
Irving, and he encouraged her to continue with her acting. In
speaking with Sylvia, she said that the show featured many
firsts: her first musical; her first stage kiss, her first death
scene, her first time being consumed by a giant, man-eating plant; and her first time performing for her father. Throughout high school, her father has lived out of state and was never
able to see her perform in past shows. The day before closing night, her father surprised her
by flying in from Oklahoma and saw her perform at the last show.
While performing at one show, theater scouts from St. Mary’s College were in the audience.
They liked her performance so much that they asked her to come in for an interview, and possible scholarship. She passed round one of the process, but has not decided if acting is something she wants to pursue in college. Sylvia has “her heart set on studying English with some
sort of emphasis on literature, journalism or creative writing.”
Since her arrival to SGMHS, Sylvia has thrived in the arts in acting, singing and dancing. However, she has also been passionate about her writing. SGMHS offered a writing internship
program with the Mid Valley Newspaper and Sylvia was one of the first to apply and wrote
for the column “Student Corner” for over 3 years. Whatever this talented senior decides to
do, it is guaranteed to be amazing.

Lei Sherry Wang ‘17
San Gabriel Mission High School is pleased to announce that Lei
Sherry Wang, Class of 2017, has been accepted to the University
of Pennsylvania. She is planning on pursuing a major in Physics,
while studying Quantum Mechanics and Astronomy. Ms. Wang is
most interested in the Nano/bio interface center. She hopes to
work with students to use physics to explain the phenomenon of
lipid bilayers unique movement and directly apply the concept in
biological design of molecular function.
Ms. Wang is an international student from Shanghai, China. An only
child, she chose SGMHS because of its rich history. She began attending SGMHS as a freshman, and at that time she attended a Summer Leadership/Business Program at U Penn. After
completing the program, Sherry decided this was the university she wanted to attend. She
explained she loved the innovation and various activities available to students and she was
inspired that at U Penn they think out of the box. The environment and rhythm of the city captivated her and she knew this was the university for her. Congratulations from your San Gabriel
Mission High School Family. We are very proud of your accomplishments.

Student Spotlight

Donor Honor Roll
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For the first time in school history, San Gabriel Mission High School won the CIF Southern Section Division
7 Soccer Championship on March 4th. According to Coach Cisco, “I believe every high school player
dreams of reaching the CIF finals at least once in their four-year soccer career. Our girls shared that
dream and worked very hard to make it a reality.”
The 2016-17 Girls Soccer All CIF Southern Section Selections named San Gabriel Mission’s Melissa
Estrada as “Division 7 Girls Player of the Year and the Coach of the Year was Mission’s own Francisco
Lopez. Coach Cisco said “receiving the Coach of the Year Award was a humbling experience. I can't take
all the credit for the success of this team. Coach Julian played a big role in their fitness and health and I
had great parents, faculty and staff that gave great support of the program. The success we had this
year is a constant reminder of how blessed I am to be coaching such a great group of girls. I am grateful
for such a successful season. I'm looking forward to next year to see what this great group has in store
for us.”

Annual
Report

2015-2016 income

2015-2016
Donations
29%

DIVISION 7 GIRLS PLAYER OF THE YEAR – Melissa Estrada, San Gabriel Mission
COACH OF THE YEAR – Francisco Lopez, San Gabriel Mission
Four additional San Gabriel Mission soccer players were included in the outstanding list of 22 players
for the year:
Melissa Estrada ‘10 , Juliana Lopez ‘10, Alyssa Lopez ‘11 and Emily Aceves-Campos ‘11

Summer
School
1%

Tuition
68%

Fees
2%

Congratulations to the entire soccer team!

Thousands of high school students take the PSAT each year. As a Junior at San Gabriel Mission High
School, Yolanda Sanchez told me, “This test is supposed to give a more accurate estimate of what a student will score on the SAT.”
Yolanda explained how nervous she was, and really wasn’t sure how well
she had done. She was pleasantly surprised to find a letter from the College Board, informing her that her test scores qualified her to apply to the
National Hispanic Recognition Program (NHRP). This is a program that,
while it is not a scholarship, has the ability to open many doors and present
many opportunities when applying to college.
11th

The NHRP only recognizes about 5,000 students a year who are in
grade and have taken the PSAT. The qualifying scores vary from state and
region, but the student has to be at least one-quarter Hispanic/Latino.
Yolanda scored in the top 2.5% of Hispanic test-takers in her community. This is quite an accomplishment.
Yolanda feels that having taken the PSAT, “has definitely prepared her for the SAT and now she feels
she knows what to expect.”

2015-2016 expenses
Capital
1%

Development
1%
Activities
10%

Operations
20%

Salaries/
Benefits
68%
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a full show and performing with a live professional band.
While Sylvia was between shows, one of the band members
told her that her performance reminded him of a young Amy
Irving, and he encouraged her to continue with her acting. In
speaking with Sylvia, she said that the show featured many
firsts: her first musical; her first stage kiss, her first death
scene, her first time being consumed by a giant, man-eating plant; and her first time performing for her father. Throughout high school, her father has lived out of state and was never
able to see her perform in past shows. The day before closing night, her father surprised her
by flying in from Oklahoma and saw her perform at the last show.
While performing at one show, theater scouts from St. Mary’s College were in the audience.
They liked her performance so much that they asked her to come in for an interview, and possible scholarship. She passed round one of the process, but has not decided if acting is something she wants to pursue in college. Sylvia has “her heart set on studying English with some
sort of emphasis on literature, journalism or creative writing.”
Since her arrival to SGMHS, Sylvia has thrived in the arts in acting, singing and dancing. However, she has also been passionate about her writing. SGMHS offered a writing internship
program with the Mid Valley Newspaper and Sylvia was one of the first to apply and wrote
for the column “Student Corner” for over 3 years. Whatever this talented senior decides to
do, it is guaranteed to be amazing.

Lei Sherry Wang ‘17
San Gabriel Mission High School is pleased to announce that Lei
Sherry Wang, Class of 2017, has been accepted to the University
of Pennsylvania. She is planning on pursuing a major in Physics,
while studying Quantum Mechanics and Astronomy. Ms. Wang is
most interested in the Nano/bio interface center. She hopes to
work with students to use physics to explain the phenomenon of
lipid bilayers unique movement and directly apply the concept in
biological design of molecular function.
Ms. Wang is an international student from Shanghai, China. An only
child, she chose SGMHS because of its rich history. She began attending SGMHS as a freshman, and at that time she attended a Summer Leadership/Business Program at U Penn. After
completing the program, Sherry decided this was the university she wanted to attend. She
explained she loved the innovation and various activities available to students and she was
inspired that at U Penn they think out of the box. The environment and rhythm of the city captivated her and she knew this was the university for her. Congratulations from your San Gabriel
Mission High School Family. We are very proud of your accomplishments.

Student Spotlight

Donor Honor Roll

Thao Nguyen ‘12
Starting her sophomore year, Thao Nguyen came to San Gabriel
Mission High School as an International Student from Vietnam. English
was difficult for her at first as it was her second language. Thao
asked for tutoring and received it every day at lunch and after
school with SGMHS’ in-house tutor and alum, Jo Anne Jeffre-Disney,
Class of 1971. According to Ms. Disney, “Thao was an eager student and wanted to do her best in her English classes. With her determination and can-do attitude, when Thao graduated in 2012, she
not only graduated with honors, but she received an award from the
English department for her exceptional work.”

Alumna Spotlight
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This past June 2016, Thao graduated from the University of Washington with honors and received a full scholarship to Princeton,
drawn to the PhD Program in Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering. According to Thao, “The main reason I am drawn to the PhD Program at Princeton is due to
its ever-growing research culture with astounding faculty and amazing facilities. Electrochemistry, clean energy and storage devices are my areas of interest. I want an opportunity to specialize in these fields because they will provide me the tools to solve many current problems in
Vietnam. Overall, all the research fields available at Princeton clearly depict its potential impact on the environment and future society. I am really excited about the opportunity to explore
these topics and build upon my knowledge as a chemical engineer.” Thao went on to say,
“Many issues in Vietnam such as inadequate healthcare and inaccessibility to power and clear
water are the result of pollution and poor usage of natural resources. As a Vietnamese citizen
who has had the privilege to receive an advanced education here in America, I have a duty to
act. Research in advance materials and clean energy will give me the ability to solve these
problems and improve my people’s quality of life. Ultimately, I want to achieve this goal by
influencing people in Vietnam and sharing my motivation with younger generations by becoming
a professor in chemical engineering.”
According to Thao, “San Gabriel Mission High School was the most memorable and important
start to my educational career in the United States. To describe Mission in the most visual and
physical sense, I have two images in my memory. First, it was the bridge that did a fine job connecting my past experience back home (Vietnam) with my present and future in America. At Mission, I was able to learn a new culture and perspective, including religion as well as gaining
knowledge from others with very different backgrounds than mine, yet still holding on to my values from my Vietnamese culture. The respectful and open-minded culture at Mission certainly
helped that. Second, the time spent at Mission was the spark in my educational career. Mission
was where I began to learn the language that I now use on a daily basis. To all second language learners, learning a second language in depth is not a simple job or a one day task. I
will never forget the patience of teachers at Mission for me when I was their student. And personally, Mission was the foundation for my success with learning the language. And finally, Mission provided me with a strong educational background that drives and motivates me in my
educational career today. Also, the memories of Mission have really inspired me to choose academia as my life long career because I want to have some sort of impact on others as Mission
High School had on me.”
The SGMHS Community is very proud of Thao’s accomplishments and feels honored to have provided her with the educational foundation that has enabled her to achieve such academic success. As an International Baccalaureate World School, SGMHS welcomes the opportunity to provide a rigorous educational environment for young women around the globe.
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Sponsorships and Community Donors
Albert D' Antonio

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens

Impact Canine Solutions

Arbonne, Cosmetics, Skin Care & Nutrition

Magnum Graphics

Southern California Edison

Mr. & Mrs. Marciuska

Bank of America

San Gabriel Mission Elementary School

United Way Campaign

San Gabriel Valley Hospital

Longo Toyota

Zaven Cafeteria

San Gabriel Mission Parish

G.H. Wilke & Co.

Stonefire Grill, Pasadena

Arbonne International LLC

Network for Good

Island's Restaurant

Temple City Pony-Colt League

The Ice House Comedy Club

Boeing

Pasadena Ice Skating Center

Wells Fargo Bank

Bradford World Renowned Portrait

Kroger

Laemmle Theaters

Armando & Angelina Sosa

The Comedy & Magic Club
Rowley Portraiture
In-N-Out
LACMA
PVH, Inc.
Los Angeles Dodgers
Pasadena Playhouse
Sempra Employee Giving Network
Target Take Charge of Education
San Gabriel Kiwanis
Our Lady Queen of Angels High School
Michael Cervantes ‘76
Jo Anne Disney ‘71
Mission Car Wash
Avon
CCS Carwash and Detail Center
Citizens Business Bank
Laugh Factory
Regal Entertainment Group
San Gabriel Mission Claretian Ministries
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Foundations
Bill Hannon Foundation
California Community Foundation
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
Christian Service Center Foundation
Daughters of Charity
Dolores Mission Foundation
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Foundation
George Mayr Foundation
Mother Pia Backes Fund
Specialty Family Foundation
Success Through Education
The Carter Family Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation

185 student scholarships awarded

New Faces On Campus
Nichole Escamilla joined the faculty at
San Gabriel Mission High School in
2016 teaching Biology. She grew up
on the border line of Orange and Los
Angeles Counties in the city of Whittier.
She attended La Serna High School
and went on to attend Mount San Antonio College earning an Associate
Arts degree in Natural Science. Ms. Escamilla transferred to the University of California Riverside earning
her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. During her
time at UCR, she took courses with an emphasis on biomedical research and conducted research on the disease known as Malaria. According to Nichole, “I am so
happy and grateful to have the opportunity to give
back and share my knowledge of science to young
minds. My goal is to strengthen the presence of women
in the scientific community.” Although Nichole holds a
deep passion for science, in her spare time she enjoys
exploring new cities, staying active and watching classic movies or sitcoms repeatedly. She loves the Oscars!
Nichole was accepted to the University of Southern
California, School of Pharmacy for a Master’s of Science in Regulatory Science. Ms. Escamilla will begin her
studies in the fall of 2017.
Mr. McGee graduated from Cal State
Fullerton, where he received his Bachelor of Arts with Highest Honors and a
Master of Arts degree in History. Go
Titans! He was a member of the CSUF
Freshman Future Teachers Program
because he always knew teaching was
his passion, and completed secondary
education classes and fieldwork. He
subsequently obtained his Preliminary Single Subject
Teaching Credential in Social Science from Cal State
Long Beach, and has experience teaching at both the
middle school and high school levels. In high school, he
received the AP Scholar with Distinction Award for obtaining a "4" on six AP exams (English Language, English Literature, Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, United
States Government and Politics, and United States History). He considers it a privilege to help his students
prepare for college and realize their dreams. Mr.
McGee enjoys watching and playing sports and
spending time with his family and friends in his free
time. He earned the career scholar athlete award from
his high school baseball team, and his favorite sports
team is the Angels. Due to his family's Irish heritage, he
also roots for Notre Dame, UCLA, and whoever is
playing USC.

Lisa brings more than 15 years of donor
relations, special event funding, engaging
corporate and individual stakeholders
and public relations to San Gabriel Mission High School. Her most recent position was Director for the Western Region
with NephCure Kidney International. Ms.
Esparza built a highly effective fund development program for 11 states. Before NephCure, Lisa spearheaded the outreach and development needs as the Director of
Development at Loyola Marymount University, leading the Latino
Alumni Association and the Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Center
for the Study of Los Angeles. While steering LMU’s capital campaign, Lisa raised money for various programs, scholarships and
research projects. In addition, for more than five years she was a
manager for the American Diabetes Association. Her efforts were
instrumental in securing funds for the ADA’s signature events, galvanizing influential volunteers and partnering with Southern California businesses as well as government officials to fund diabetes
research, education and advocacy. She has a bachelor’s degree
in English from Loyola Marymount University. As you can see, Ms.
Esparza’s passions are health care and education-two of the most
fundamental needs. Lisa enjoys reading, spin classes and running
at the beach- but mostly spending time with her family.

Ms. Resendez received her Bachelor of Science Degree in Political Science and Communications from Santa Clara University. While
at Santa Clara, she worked alongside the
Vice President for University Relations in the
Development Office, recruited prospective
students and promoted the University's rich
Jesuit traditions, values, and teachings
throughout the greater Los Angeles area. Ms.
Resendez’s most recent position was at St. Andrew Elementary in
Pasadena, as the Director of Development and Marketing where
she secured funding for the School's STEM and Scholarship Programs. Additionally, Belinda is currently working on her Master
of Arts Degree in Strategic Communication from American University and will be completed in Spring of 2017. She enjoys
spending time with her family, cooking, fitness, and going on
hikes with her dog Roo. Ms. Resendez is very passionate about
higher education and making a meaningful impact in the lives of
youth. Belinda is looking forward to inspiring young women to
become a part of the Pioneer
family!
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A Message from the Principal
My Dear Friends of Mission,
San Gabriel Mission High School provides our young women with
a supportive environment that empowers them to become the female leaders of the future. By emphasizing the importance of motivation, depth, integrity, character and respect, our young women
are given the tools to be confident in what they do to impact the
world around them.
With the charisms set forth by our Dominican Sisters of Mission San
Jose and the Claretian Missionaries, our students learn what it means to live a Christian life. With the
guidance of Veritas, our Campus Ministry Team, our young women journey through their faith together in
search for truth in all that they do through prayer, study, community and preaching.
In the classrooms, our students learn the importance of communication, problem solving and persistence to
prepare themselves for the changing world we live in today. Our young women are taught to push outside of their comfort zone to take risks and ask questions about what is being taught in the classroom and
relate it to their families, communities, and the world around us. By providing them access to becoming
an open minded, critical thinker, our students are prepared to take on challenges beyond the classroom.
Access to Honors, Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs provides our students
with a balanced curriculum, experienced teachers, and academic counselors who teach life long skills that
will benefit students beyond high school.
Additionally, our students put into practice their talents, skills, and leadership through the vast number of
opportunities for extracurricular activities such as the Associated Student Body, Student Council, Athletics,
Performing Arts and Veritas Campus Ministry Team. Students are able to take what they are most passionate about and communicate their talents to their peers, families and friends of Mission.
I am honored to witness the growth of our young women each and every day as they become better
leaders, better Christians and better women for our world today. Now is the time to be at Mission, and I
am blessed to be a part of it!
With Christ,
Marielle Sallo, Ed.D.
Principal

Students Experience History
San Gabriel Mission High School was invited to attend a Leadership Symposium at Ramona Convent
High School entitled “An Inside View of the Civil Rights Movement” featuring Donzaleigh Abernathy.
Ms. Abernathy is the daughter of the Reverend Ralph Abernathy, the Civil Rights Leader, who together with his best friend, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “created a non-violent social movement that
changed the course of American history.”
Ms. Abernathy witnessed first-hand how the
Civil Rights Bill, the Public Accommodations
Act and the Voting Rights Act were established. Ms. Abernathy has written a book
entitled, “Partners to History, Martin Luther
King, Ralph David Abernathy and the Civil
Rights Movement.” It is referred to as the
“coffee table pictorial of American History.”
According to Eric McGee, IB History Year 1
and Social Science Instructor at SGMHS,
“The experience with Donzaleigh Abernathy, a young girl during the peak of the civil rights movement, was extremely rewarding for me as
an educator because I witnessed my students apply what they heard to classroom learning. The
Abernathy family’s close friendship with ‘Uncle Martin’ – Dr. King – provided my students with a
unique perspective on both the struggles and highlights of the movement centered on non-violent
protest. Additionally, I am grateful that they were able to understand the profound, perpetual impact the goal of integration had on American society from an individual who marched with leaders
of the movement.”
SGMHS students that heard Ms. Abernathy speak said they felt like their history books came alive.
They had read pages and saw pictures, but hearing from a person who was actually there and seeing the photos in person, was inspirational. And, meeting a person who lived the history they were
reading about was absolutely amazing. Students felt a very real and personal connection with Ms.
Abernathy. They echoed her words of the importance of education and how it empowers women today.
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Investing in Education

San Gabriel Mission High School, an IB World School, rooted in the Dominican and Claretian traditions, empowers young women to pursue
education marked by respect, motivation, depth,
character and integrity throughout their lives.

Thank you for making a difference at San Gabriel Mission High School. Every gift matters
as it allows us to continue our mission: to empower young women to pursue education
marked by respect, motivation, depth, character and integrity throughout their lives. It
changes the future of our students.

A San Gabriel Mission High School Student is:

This is a very exciting time of year; SGMHS’s campus is very busy. The ladies just had
their senior prom and Play Day! They are currently getting ready for Spring Sing, the 7th
Annual Art Show, anticipating their Class day, college acceptances and of course,
commencement.

A RESPECTFUL young woman who:

Annual Report 2015- 2016
Marielle Sallo, Ed.D.
Principal
Raquel Cagigas, ‘96 M.A.
Assistant Principal, Student Life &
Institutional Advancement

Shows empathy and compassion towards the needs and feelings of others;
Acts to make a positive difference in the lives of others and the
environment;
Understands and appreciates her own culture and personal history, and is open to
the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities;
Is accustomed to seeking and evaluating multiple points of view, and is willing to
grow from this experience.
A MOTIVATED young woman who:

Lisa Esparza, B.A.
Director of Development &
Alumni Relations

Is able to assess and understand her strengths and limitations in order to support
her learning and personal development;

Belinda Resendez, B.S.
Director of Marketing & Admissions

Exercises initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize
and approach complex problems, and make reasoned and ethical decisions.

Contributors & Editors
JoAnne Disney ‘71
Lisa Esparza, B.A.

Acquires the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show
independence in learning.

The Magazine & Annual Report is
published & designed by,
San Gabriel Mission High School
254 S. Santa Anita Street
San Gabriel, CA 91776
In an effort to reduce mailing costs and to be eco-friendly, the
SGMHS Alumni Magazine is distributed via email; however if
you would like to receive a hard copy please contact the
Alumni Office at 626.282.3181 ext. 116 or you may send an
email to alumni@missionpioneers.org.

Has a personal commitment to Christian service-learning, with a Christian heart;

A young woman of DEPTH who:
Searches for Truth in the tradition of Saint Dominic and the Dominican Sisters
of Mission San Jose;
Develops her intellectual curiosity;
Acquires an in-depth knowledge and develops understanding across a broad
and balanced range of disciplines;
A young woman of INTEGRITY who:
Acts with honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity
of the individual, group and communities;
Takes responsibility for her own actions and the consequences that accompany
them;
Practices academic honesty.
A young woman of CHARACTER who:

Standard of Accuracy
We are committed to providing you with the most accurate
and up-to-date information in all of our publications. However,
unintentional errors may appear. As a result, we ask you to
contact the Alumni Office at 626-282-3181 ext. 116 in the
event there are any factual errors. We appreciate the interest
and concerns of our readers and welcome any assistance
toward achieving our goals.

Embodies Christ-like behavior and identifies the God-given dignity of all humanity;
Courageously and articulately defends her beliefs while being charitable to all
people;
Understands the importance of intellectual, physical, social and spiritual balance to
achieve personal well-being for herself and others;
Works effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

While SGMHS is an IB World School and emphasizes a balanced college preparatory
and high school curriculum, Mission also offers the students extra-curricular activities. There
is a large variety of clubs- a Film Festival in its 10th year showcasing student films, an active campus ministry program, and Horizon League sports opportunities. Most importantly,
Mission is a school that places family at its center. Being a school with a long tradition, we
are proud of the many voices our alumni, parents, teachers, students and community members bring to our wonderful school.
We would greatly appreciate your assistance in providing more students the experience
of a quality Catholic education. Your support ensures our legacy of academic excellence
for years to come.
To share a gift today, contact Ms. Lisa Esparza in the Office of Development & Alumni Relations at 626.282.3181 ext. 116 or via email lesparza@sgmhs.org.

Investing in Education

Mission Statement
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