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Whittier Union Stimulates STEM Exploration

T

o prepare students for a future in technology and innovation, Whittier Union this
year launched a host of new courses
focused on science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) at its
comprehensive high schools, with
topics ranging from crime scene investigation to video game graphics
and design.
Classes include an Advanced
Placement (AP) class and three
courses designed by Project Lead
The Way (PLTW), the nation’s leading provider of STEM curriculum.
All courses meet the criteria for entrance into a four-year university.
“We know the impact STEM
programs such as the ones we’re
launching have on transforming our
students into the computer scientists, engineers and medical professionals of tomorrow,” Superintendent Martin Plourde said. “These
fields demand a talented workforce
and Whittier Union is proud to be a
leader in educating generations of
problem solvers.”
At Pioneer High School, one of
the new courses that freshmen and
sophomores are exploring is “Principals of Biomedical Science,” where
they are learning the skills of a crime

Pioneer High School biology teacher Kenneth Guidry teaches a group of students how to evaluate evidence as part of a crime scene
investigation during a Principles of Biomedical Science class.

scene investigator, including the
process of DNA sequencing, matching fingerprints and analyzing hair
samples.
“I didn’t learn some of these bio-

tech skills until I got to college, and
these kids will get the opportunity
to really delve into the topic in high
school,” said biology teacher Kenneth Guidry, who over the summer

attended an intense, two-week training camp at the University at San
Diego to learn the PLTW curriculum
continued on page 8

them forward after they graduate.
In these 720 days, our students will go from
being precocious freshmen who are just beginning to spread their wings to mature seniors

ing and math (STEM) courses we are offering
across schools, invigorating our curriculum
and preparing our students for a future in technology.

High school – a mere 720 days of school over four years –
is a formative time for our students. They are our
inspiration as we build a foundation for them to gain
the skills and knowledge necessary to carry them
forward after they graduate.

W

e began this exciting school year by welcoming more than 2,800 new students,
29 new teachers, countless new classified staff and a host of veteran Whittier Union
educators to new administrative responsibilities
across our campuses.
As we approach the end of the first semester,
I am reminded of how far our youngest students
have come, but also how many more opportunities they will get to experience throughout the
course of their high school careers. High school
– a mere 720 days of school over four years – is
a formative time for our students. They are our
inspiration as we build a foundation for them to
gain the skills and knowledge necessary to carry

ready to take on the world in college, the military and careers. In that time, our talented and
dedicated team of educators will take them from
fundamental algebra through calculus and from
undeveloped ninth-graders to CIF champions,
molding these young minds into thinkers, doers
and change-makers.
Already this year, we have seen our students
experience tremendous growth. Hundreds of
students, dedicated to finding their paths in
life, attended our annual District College Fair
early in the semester, learning the tricks and
techniques to post-secondary success, while
others are earning scholarships and taking
advantage of the stimulating enrichment programs our schools offer. Others are exploring
a host of new science, technology, engineer-

Whittier Union Puts the ‘Local’ in LCAP

A

s Whittier Union concludes its first
quarter of the 2016-17 school year, the
District will begin the process of evaluating data from the previous school year and review its Local Control and Accountability Plan
(LCAP) to ensure students are
receiving a high-quality, customized education.
The LCAP, a requirement
of the state’s school funding
system, guides District efforts
to improve student learning.
It identifies goals for each
year, strategies to achieve
those goals and funding
sources. With widespread input from District
stakeholders, many programs are developed to
target all students, while others focus on the
state’s three high-needs groups: economically
disadvantaged students, foster children and
English learners.

As part of the LCAP review process, the District has created an LCAP Task Force, which
features teacher leaders, counselors and classified representatives from every school. The
Task Force will review the new programs implemented, evaluate the results of
those programs and assess what
needs to be revised to ensure
students are being appropriately
served. The group will present
the findings to the LCAP Advisory Committee, which is made up
of parents and students who are
tasked with making additional
suggestions.
“With the new Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), our local community gets to decide how best to use funds to guide student
needs,” Superintendent Martin Plourde said.
“In Whittier Union, we gather groups of teachers, classified staff, administrators, parents and
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These accomplishments would not be possible without the education and inspiration
they receive from our staff, administrators
and teachers, including Michael Moore, our
WUHSD Teacher of the Year for 2016-17. All
of us have a teacher, secretary or instructional
aide who helped us along the way and left an
imprint on our life. Our staff members love being that person for our students.
As we continue the 2016-17 school year, we
will work every day to provide a world-class
education for the students of Whittier Union.
We want to provide the best 720-day experience they can imagine so that on their last day
in our schools, they look back upon their time
knowing that they are better because they attended a Whittier Union high school.

students to review our schools to see how best
to utilize the money we get from the state. This
process has allowed us to make sure that the decisions that are best for our students are made
by those most affected by those decisions.”
Programs that have been expanded or added
under the LCAP include after-school tutoring,
technology in classrooms, smaller class sizes in
targeted classrooms, increased hours for counseling and a student mental health program.
Over the next few months, the District will
hold LCAP Task Force meetings, with community meetings to review plans and continue the
improvement process for all schools scheduled
for 6 p.m. on March 8 and April 27 in the Board
Room.
“One of the greatest strengths of Whittier
Union is our ability to all work together to ensure our students are the center of our attention
and that they receive a world class education,”
Plourde said.

District Celebrates Grand Opening of Thorstenson Stadium

H

undreds of Whittier community members in August celebrated the dedication and
grand opening of Whittier Union’s
second 7,000-seat District stadium
– this one named in honor of visionary educational leader and former
superintendent, Sandra Sanchez
Thorstenson.
The $20 million facility, built at
California High School with proceeds from the District’s $75 million Measure W facilities bond, was
dedicated as Sandra Sanchez Thorstenson Stadium. Thorstenson, who
retired in June after 15 years as superintendent and 39 years with the
District, is a renowned force who
successfully instituted a culture of
support, collaboration and unity
among teachers and staff.
“Whittier Union’s foundation of
academic excellence ensures that
our students have access to quality
facilities that enhance their learning environments,” Superintendent
Martin Plourde said. “Sandy stands
as an example of the successful students and leaders Whittier Union
produces. This stadium is a reminder of what we have, can and will
achieve in the future for the benefit of every single student in our
schools.”
The District stadium, shared
among Cal, La Serna and Whittier
high schools, includes enhanced
seating capacity – with 2,000 seats
for visitors and 5,000 seats for the
home team – and upgrades that include an all-weather track, renovated soccer fields, outdoor basketball
and volleyball courts, junior varsity

Former Whittier Union Superintendent Sandra Sanchez Thorstenson poses with the Associated Student Body (ASB) presidents
of each comprehensive high school during a dedication ceremony of the District’s new stadium, named in honor of Thorstenson.

and varsity baseball and softball
fields, and concession areas.
Thorstenson spent her entire
career at Whittier Union, serving in the District since 1977 and
leaving a mark on all five comprehensive high schools.
“I am beyond humbled and
honored to have this state-of-theart sports facility named after me.
It’s something I would have never dreamed of when I was growing up in this very community,”
Thorstenson said. “It’s a testament
to the collaborative success of
continued on page 8

Teacher of the Year Inspires Thousands Over 38-Year Career

E

craft and the students who benefit
nglish teacher Michael Moore
from it – he was named the 2016has taught thousands of students over his 38-year ca2017 Teacher of the Year.
reer, 27 of which have been at
“I am absolutely honored,” Moore said. “I am
Pioneer High School, deepening his students’ undermindful of all of the wonstanding of literature and
derful teachers we have
inspiring his fellow educahere. I’m accepting this
tors to think outside the box
award on their behalf.”
to effectively reach the teens
A 1970 Whittier High
in their care.
School graduate, Moore was
During his last year at the
a Catholic school teacher for
Michael Moore
school, Moore received Whit10 years before he began pritier Union’s highest honor bemarily teaching English honstowed to teachers who are dedicated to their ors courses at Pioneer in 1990.
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“Pioneer is a wonderful school and the kids
here are the best. They’re the ones who want
to be here and I want to be here for them,”
Moore said. “The staff here is a family and everyone is so supportive.”
Over the years, Moore has kept an “oldschool” style of teaching and modified it to
the needs of students, keeping their attention
and helping them understand new concepts.
“I have gained skills with teaching, learned
to have more patience and try to make it fun
and interesting. It’s taken a while to perfect
my craft,” he said. “I look at teaching as being
in a trench fighting the battle, and it’s been a
worthy battle.”

District College Fair Attracts Hundreds

W

hittier Union in September hosted its annual
District College Fair, attracting hundreds of students and
their parents to the California High
School campus, where they met
with dozens of college representatives and learned how to prepare
for college.
The fair featured more than 50
college representatives from such
institutions as UCLA, UC Berkeley,
Cal State Long Beach and Rio Hondo College; out-of-state colleges
and private universities included
University of Southern California,
Biola University, Grand Canyon
University and the University of La
Verne.
Students and their parents received first-hand information about
the college application process for

S
the UC and CSU systems and financial aid during several informative
workshops. Other workshops covered topics on college savings, majors and careers, financial aid and
college sports recruiting.
“Whittier Union is committed

to offering our students and their
families access to as much information as possible to help our students
explore what they want to do after
they graduate from our schools,”
Superintendent Martin Plourde
said.

Santa Fe Hosts Parent Education Day

H

undreds of Santa Fe High
School parents packed into
campus classrooms in October to learn about issues relevant
to teens today – from college and
career options to dating and social
media – during the school’s annual
Parent Education Day.
Launched in 2003, Parent Education Day provides Santa Fe High
parents with information on ways
to help their children succeed, with
each having the opportunity to attend three, 45-minute workshops
on a variety of topics.
Parent Aisha Leakes attended
this year’s program to help her
daughter, Ayanna, a senior at the
school, plan for college.
“With this being my daughter’s
last year in high school, I want to
make sure we can pull from every
direction so that she can be successful in her next step to college,”
said Leakes, who attended the College 101 workshop.
Led by a team of talented counselors, teachers and community
agencies, 16 workshops covered
topics, in both English and Spanish, on senior projects, college
and financial aid applications,
the Aeries online grading system,
community service opportunities,
career mapping and planning, resources for foster youth, NCAA

Sierra Vista
Promotes
Social Growth

Parents learn about the college preparation process during a College 101
workshop at Santa Fe's Parent Education Day.

standards, and connecting home
and school for success. The program also offered parents a guide
to such topics as social media, substance abuse, teen depression, and
teen dating and safety.
“While it is important to pro-

vide parents information on what
it takes to get to and succeed in college, it is also vital to expose them
to other areas of equal importance
to student achievement – their social and emotional well-being,”
Principal Craig Campbell said.
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ierra Vista High School is
ensuring that students are
engaged academically and
socially by providing them an
abundance of opportunities to
develop and reach success in
and out of the classroom.
A small alternative school,
Sierra Vista offers personalized instruction and a supportive environment that enables students of various skill
levels to achieve their educational goals. The curriculum
supports students as they improve their academic skills,
earn their high school diploma
and prepare for postsecondary
training and/or college.
To enhance student learning, the small learning community’s tailored program
includes extracurricular activities and enrichment programs
such as Associated Student
Body (ASB) and theater arts.
This is the fourth year that
the school has provided an
ASB, giving 20 Spartans an opportunity to plan school activities and create a festive ambiance on campus.
ASB promotes and supports
other community service opportunities, as well as sports
contests and a music festival.
The school's theater arts
class helps boost students' confidence and creativity while
promoting collaboration and
trust through drama exercises.
The class culminates with
a variety of assessments and
performances,
including
scenes, improvisations and
film critiques, in which students demonstrate for staff
and students what they have
learned.
“Sierra Vista provides academic challenges and social
opportunities in an environment of individualized support, with a team of professional educators working together
to meet each students’ needs,”
said Director Nicki Buchholz.

La Serna Launches HAVEN Program to Support At-Risk Youth

L

a Serna High School this school year
kicked off its newest academic support
program that enlists influential community leaders to guide juniors as they plan their
futures and offer words of support to those who
may be struggling.
Under the direction of teacher Ken LaVigne, a
2012 California Teacher of the Year, HAVEN extends La Serna’s Organized Academic Support
in School (OASIS) program, a special intervention course that has turned around the lives of
a majority of its students, motivating youths to
earn higher GPAs and go on to graduate.
“Many of these students come to school carrying the weight of the world on their shoulders,”
said LaVigne, who primarily teaches support
classes. “HAVEN aims to provide a guiding
light for our school’s most at-risk students.
They’re great kids. They just need direction.”
OASIS targets sophomore and juniors who
are most likely to drop out of high school, are
behind in credits, have failing grades or have
poor attendance and behavior. They receive
extra academic, social and emotional support
from LaVigne, their teachers, counselors, and
high-achieving student mentors. Students in
OASIS learn study skills, accountability, time
management, goal setting, note-taking, character building and self-esteem development.
To ensure students remain on an upward
trajectory, LaVigne developed HAVEN, which
emphasizes senior project planning and post-

La Serna High School teacher Ken LaVigne hosts a panel of influential community leaders who are mentoring
students in the school’s new intervention program, HAVEN.

high school academic and career goal setting –
with support from members of the Friends of La
Serna, Whittier Host Lions Club and Soroptimist
International of Whittier.
“Our adult mentors have the potential to alter the lives of these students, who are learning
how to set goals and what it takes to be successful,” LaVigne said. “Hearing powerful stories of
strength and resiliency is empowering to young
minds.”
From September to October, students heard
stories of perseverance from panels of Whittier

community members – including business owners, judges, doctors and educators – who told
their stories of their individual paths to personal
and professional success. They also participated
in mock interviews and are preparing to explore
potential topics for senior projects with help
from the mentors.
“I want to thank Ken for his extraordinary vision,” La Serna Principal Ann Fitzgerald said. “I
am also grateful to our business and civic leaders who are providing support and guidance to
those who need it most.”

Whittier High Foster Care Student Scores $10,000 Scholarship

S

ome of Whittier High School senior Florencia “Flo” Valenzuela’s earliest memories
include watching addiction consume her
drug-dependent parents and having child protec-

tive services place her and her younger brother in
foster care at 5 years old.
In and out of foster care for several years,
Valenzuela at 13 years old found the courage to
testify against her parents and avoided having to
return to their custody.
Under the guardianship of her older sister,
Marcy, Valenzuela has found empowerment and
resiliency, flourishing at home and at school.
Holding a 3.8 GPA, Valenzuela is an active member of the Associated Student Body, an Academic
Mentor to her peers, athlete and community volunteer.
Despite the overwhelming obstacles, Valenzuela has garnered praise from the Children’s Defense Fund-California (CDF-CA), which selected
her as a 2016 CDF Beat the Odds Scholarship
program honoree. CDF-CA is providing
her with a host of academic and career
readiness opportunities – including a
$10,000 scholarship.
“It’s been a very hard journey,
and I am so grateful to everyone who has supported and
encouraged me through it
all,” Valenzuela, who is
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one of five California students to be recognized
with the scholarship. “Thank you to everyone
who sees my potential, and it is my goal to continue my education, make a difference in my community and help other foster kids.”
The 17-year-old, who dreams of studying social
work or communications at USC, won the scholarship as part of the nonprofit’s Beat the Odds program, which works to open higher education opportunities for youths who demonstrate academic
excellence and give back to their communities
while overcoming tremendous adversity.
“Flo is an inspiration for us all,” said Valenzuela’s former teacher, Alexa Nisbet. “Every student
and teacher she has come into contact with learns
it doesn’t matter what hurdles life puts in front
of us. You just need to keep going and also keep
putting out love to other people.”
Valenzuela is working with Nisbet to organize
a new club, Cardinal Scholars, to help support
foster youth attending Whittier High. She also
volunteers at the Boys & Girls Club and the California Youth Connection’s YOUTH Training Project, which is a collaboration between current and
former foster youths, child welfare professionals
and youth-serving organizations.

Chieftains Make Blankets for Sick Children

O

ver the last three years,
Santa Fe High School
students, staff and community members have gathered
once a month to create handmade fleece blankets that are
donated to local organizations
serving children in need.
The school has since donated more than 700 blankets,
inspiring more students to partake in the ongoing community
service project, called the Gratitude Project.
“By bringing together students, staff and community,
we are demonstrating to students that we are a stronger
force together than by ourselves,” said counselor Cheryl
Redgate, who launched the
program along with the counseling team in 2013. “We really
can do something to impact
the lives of others who need
help and this is just one way to
reach out.”
About 45 to 75 students, in-

J

dividually and from a variety
of campus service clubs, gather
during lunchtime to cut and
knot the blankets, producing
20 to 40 blankets each session.
District retiree Sue Caldera
then sews individual labels
that read: “Made for you with
love by the Santa Fe High
School family of students, staff,
parents and neighbors.”
“No matter what may be
happening in our students’
lives, we hope that they are
learning that they can make a
difference to others,” Redgate
said. “We’re a family at Santa

Fe and feel it is important to
reach out in our world.”
Blankets are donated to the
PIH Health Hospital in Whittier, Long Beach Memorial Children’s Hospital, Ronald McDonald House in Long Beach,
Santa Fe Springs Relay for
Life Cancer Society, and staff,
children and students who are
hospitalized or critically ill.
Students and community
members are invited to make
blankets from noon to 1 p.m.
Wednesdays, Dec. 14, Jan. 18,
Feb. 15, March 15, April 12 and
May 17.

Cal High Culinary Students Honor Local Chef

D

ozens of students in California High School’s
Culinary Arts Academy
who are learning to whip up
sizzling recipes and concoct innovative creations dedicated a
“kitchen” to a local inspiration
of their own – Chef Marco Zapien, executive chef and owner of
Zapien’s Salsa Grill and Taqueria in Pico Rivera.
Under the direction of lead
teacher Corey Duarte, culinary
students are divided into smaller individual groups, or “kitchens,” for more hands-on experience in an interactive learning
environment. The kitchens are
named for famous chefs such
as Julia Child and Bobby Flay.
Zapien – an active volunteer
and donor to the program for
15 years – was recognized for
his contributions by junior and
senior culinary apprentices
during a dedication ceremony
in September that featured a
continental breakfast prepared
by the students.
“To be a part of this and be
recognized means a lot and I

Scholar Finds Home
and Success Among
Condor Family

really appreciate it,” said Zapien, surrounded by family, his
restaurant culinary team and
students. “This is always fun
for me and I look forward to
many more years of doing it.”
The academy has been in
place at Cal High for close to
20 years, teaching students to
work in a fast-paced environment and take on such duties
as executive chef, sous chef and
line cook.
Each year, the three-year
program enrolls a new class of
about 40 sophomores, who also
take a regular load of core academic subjects and participate

in career training opportunities.
Twice a year, Zapien attends a culinary career day
at which he demonstrates
his recipes, mentors students
about the intensity of the culinary world and skills needed
to succeed, and regularly donates supplies.
“He really inspires us to
do what we want to do and
achieve our goals,” said senior
Jayla Beltran, an aspiring baker. “He shows us what it takes
to be successful in the industry
and shares skills that we will
carry with us forever.”
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ashandeep Anand came to the United States at 14 years old, apprehensive
about the environment he was walking
into and struggling to understand an unfamiliar language and culture.
Born and raised in New Delhi, India, Anand’s concerns dissipated when
he and his family walked onto the
California
High
School campus prior to his junior year.
“When I came to
Cal, every student
and teacher made
it feel like it was my
Jashandeep Anand
home and I’m so
grateful that I found
my dream high school,” Anand said.
Known as “Jash,” Anand has been embraced by his Condor family, gaining a
reputation for his hard-working nature,
optimism and joyful demeanor. He has
refined his American English, joined a
variety of clubs and academically challenged himself to maintain a 4.0 GPA.
For his dedicated efforts to overcome
obstacles, Anand was recognized with
an Award of Merit by the Whittier Union
Board of Trustees – showcasing the degree to which students can succeed when
they embrace the full high school experience.
“With a wide range of interventions
available and the numerous ways our
students have to get connected on campus, from academies and clubs to academic programs and athletics, Cal offers
a highly effective and very supportive,
comprehensive high school experience,”
Principal Bill Schloss said. “Jash is an excellent example of the outstanding kids at
Cal High.”
Anand has been on the varsity soccer
team for two years and is an Academic
Mentor and Link Crew leader.
The straight-A student is taking Advanced Placement (AP) calculus and
physics, is on his way to earning his Seal
of Biliteracy in Hindi and volunteers at a
food bank.
The avid reader speaks four languages
– Hindi, English, Punjabi and Sanskrit –
and is learning Spanish. He plans to study
computer science at UCLA after graduating – a momentous occasion that will be
shared with his grandmother, who is expected to fly from India to attend the celebratory event in 2017.

Whittier High Revitalizes Campus Tunnel with Historical Mural

A

crowd of Whittier High
School art students in August unveiled murals depicting the history of the community and school, a montage of vivid
images that celebrate civil rights
advocacy, football heroes, technology advances and the school’s
iconic Cardinal mascot.
The Centennial Cardinals Mural
Project displays 17 murals – each
representing a decade in the community’s history – in an 80-foot
tunnel that connects two parts of
the campus.
Students pored through archives underneath the school’s library and at the Whittier Museum
to research decades from 1900 to
the current day, with the best designs chosen from more than 30
submissions.
“We are so proud of our students and their commitment to
showcasing their artistic abilities
through this mural project,” Principal Tim Liggett said. “I’m so excited that these young artists got to
learn about the history of Whittier
High. Thanks to their hard work
and the support from the school
and community, they are now part
of the history of Whittier High
School.”
The murals are a collaborative

of high schoolers. The Whittier
Cultural Arts Foundation donated
$2,000 to fund the project.
The project’s mastermind is

effort of the Whittier community,
with local artists mentoring teenagers and elementary school students
helping paint under the direction

Whittier High alumna Adriana Vigil, the founder of TEENS
INSPIRE KIDS, an initiative that
encourages teens to teach young
children about art.
“Young kids really look up to
teenagers; I think there is something there where both groups can
really grow by working with each
other,” Vigil said.
Sophomore Aurora Escobar’s
mural focused on the 1960s, highlighting a military helicopter to
represent the Vietnam War and the
high school’s float winning second
place in the Rose Parade. She was
thrilled to see people smiling as
they walked by her painting.
“It’s a great feeling,” she said.

Frontier Students Learn Dangers of Distracted Driving

M

ore than 300 Frontier
High School students
watched their peers go
directly behind the wheel of an
interactive distracted driving simulator, giving them a firsthand
look into the devastating impacts
of drinking or texting while driving during a Save A Life Tour presentation in November.
The international Save A Life
Tour hosted assemblies throughout the day that exposed students
to the deadly consequences of unsafe driving practices and choices.
The program featured a
high-impact video showing a recreation of a distracted driving incident, police response, emergency room scenes, family responses
and other footage. Students also
had the opportunity to test a
drinking-and-driving simulator

and a texting-and-driving simulator using an iPhone.
“I thought it was pretty
eye-opening,” said student Priscilla Martinez, who tested the
drunk driving simulator and ul-

timately crashed. “I don’t even
drive, but it’s crazy to know that
people drive like that knowing
the possibility that they could
ruin people’s lives.”
Students rotated between sim-
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ulators, at times driving at high
speeds, answering text messages
every few seconds and attempting
to navigate the rules of road without ending up in a collision.
“People don’t realize how dangerous texting and driving could
be,” student Larry Vasquez, who
crashed while trying to text and
drive on the simulator. “It’s not
worth it. It can happen anywhere,
anytime and it’s important for
people to realize that.”
Principal Margie Moriarty arranged for the program to go to
the school and demonstrate to
students the consequences of impaired driving.
"We want our students to know
the consequences of such actions
early on in their lives," she said.
"If we can save one life, then it's
worth it."

District Celebrates Grand Opening
of Thorstenson Stadium
continued from page 3
Whittier Union, and all the talented
staff and supporters of this District,
who ensure we leave a lasting impact on every student who walks
through our schools.”
The Measure W bond, which voters approved in November 2008 to
modernize Whittier Union’s campuses and upgrade its athletic facilities, also helped fund the Dick
Torres Memorial Stadium at Pioneer

High School, a 7,000-seat facility
shared with Santa Fe High School.
Both facilities feature nearly identical amenities, including an elevator and press box, locker and weight
rooms, an equipment storage room
and coach’s office with restrooms
in a separate structure below.
Each stadium includes a nine-lane,
multi-colored synthetic track that
highlights passing zones.

Whittier Union Stimulates STEM Exploration
continued from page 1

that will guide the hands-on topic.
STEM classes launched this
school year include:
• Earth and Space Science –
Students in grades 10 through 12
learn about earth’s place in the universe, geology, hydrology, the atmosphere and the impact humans
have on the environment.
• Digital Electronics (PLTW) –
This course includes the study of
electronic circuits used to process
and control digital signals. Digital
electronics is the foundation of all
modern electronics, including cel-

and creative aspects of video game
graphic design, including computerized gaming, perspective,
design, animation, programming
logic and the evolution of gaming.
• Principles of Engineering
(PLTW) – Available to all Whittier
High students, this class teaches
college-level engineering concepts
through hands-on activities, projects and problem-based learning.
• Exploring Computer Science
– Students in this class focus on
the conceptual ideas of computing,
learning computational practices

lular phones and high definition
televisions. Whittier and California high schools offer the class to
students in grades 10 through 12.
• Food and Nutrition Science
– Students in grades 11 and 12 at
Whittier High learn how to apply
basic laws of chemistry, microbiology and physics to production,
processing, preservation and packaging of food.
• Video Game Graphics and
Design – This course teaches Whittier High students in grades 10
through 12 about the technological

for developing algorithms, problem solving and programming
within the context of problems students face every day. It is offered
to students at California, Santa Fe
and Whittier High schools.
• AP Computer Science Principles – Students learn the foundational concepts of computer science using the tools and processes
incorporated by artists, writers,
computer scientists and engineers. It is available to students
at La Serna and Whittier high
schools.

District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental
disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics.
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