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DISCOVERING
THE WORLD
A group of 7th grade boys runs down
the stairs and out the front doors of
the school with their teacher in hot
pursuit. No, these students are not
making a break for it. Nor is this lunch,
recess or dismissal. This is science class!
One core standard for Middle School
science is that students learn how

organisms function together within
ecosystems, and begin to understand
systems of classification and analysis.
But, to a middle schooler, that sounds
much less fun than catching bugs.
And so, each year the 7th grade begins
their science curriculum with a series
of mini-field trips around the school
campus. Armed with nets, jars and a

new knowledge of insect names and
classifications, they begin their hunt.
Over the course of the unit, the
students believe that they are making
a bug collection. Yet by the end they
have somehow learned the names
of more insects than you can count.
They understand which are indigenous
to Ohio, which have travelled
here ‘unnaturally’ through human
intervention, and what all of this
means to the ecosystem.
This kind of active, student-powered
learning is at the heart of what we
are trying to achieve in our Junior
High. Whether they are hunting
for bugs, creating a video to explain
the development of Torah Shebe’al
Peh or using our new chromebooks
to collaborate on a social studies
presentation, our students spend more
and more of their days driving their
own learning.

MORE THAN
JUST

LATKES

The children gather around the front of the room. The teacher
makes sure that they maintain a safe distance as he carefully
touches a burning candle to an inflated balloon. Just as the
children have predicted, the balloon pops on contact.
Then comes round two. This time, the balloon is filled with
water rather than air and students are asked to hypothesize
once again. What will happen to the balloon when it touches
the flame? There is an audible “ahh” in the room as the balloon
touches the candle and emerges unscathed.
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The children listen closely as Rabbi Tzvi Urkowitz explains
how the water absorbed the heat transfer from the flame,
protecting the balloon.
Confused that Rabbi Tzvi is teaching science? Don’t be. This
year’s Lower School Chidon was on the topic of Channukah.
As you would expect, students have spent two months doing
enrichment learning about the history, laws and customs
related to the holiday. They are studying the material in school
and at home as they prepare for the test at the end of each
stage.
But while the Chidon begins with this traditional type of
learning, it certainly does not end there. This year each student
also chose a “chug” (club) to participate in throughout the
Chidon. These chugim, ranging from science to woodworking
and from chazzanut to photography, symbolize what is at the
heart of the Lower School educational process.
We believe that children learn most when they are inspired to
engage and make their own connections across the disciplines.
Learning about Channukah is not just about history or
halacha but also about science, tefillah and the physical world.
As a result, our children emerge at the end of the process
with new skills, a sense of accomplishment and enduring
understanding.

EXPANDING MINDS
Our Kindergartners were itching
to head out on their field trip.
The teacher gathered them by the
classroom door and they headed out.
Instead of going out the front door,
though, they trekked up the main
stairs and into our own Stark High
School Beit Midrash.
The Sefer Torah was waiting for
them on the Bima, ready to be
opened for the children to see. For
the last few weeks, the children had
been working on writing in Hebrew.
As they became more proficient
at creating their own letters, their
Morot saw the perfect opportunity
to add a new dimension to the
children’s understanding of our
Torah.
Our young children understand
Torah as a general concept. In their
own words, “Torah is very important
because it’s from Hashem and it’s

His rules.” But where do these rules
come from? How do we learn them?
After their trip to the Beit Midrash,
the children were able to make more
connections on their own, observing
that “the Torah has a lot of Hebrew
letters. It is fancy the way it is written”
and beginning to understand that
learning the Sefer Torah is how we
can understand Hashem’s rules.
While not every day in Kindergarten
includes field trips around the
building, this experience is a perfect
example of what we try to do on
a daily basis. Our teachers create
authentic, hands-on experiences for
children to engage in their world
within a safe, nurturing and loving
community that fosters learning.
These are the experiences that
inspire our children to make the
connections that expand both their
hearts and their minds.

A Torah for Our
Grandchildren
Generously underwritten by
Mizrachi grandparent Eric
Rothner, Mizrachi is thrilled to
be writing a new Torah for our
school.

For information on Torah dedication
opportunities: www.fuchsmizrachi.org
or 216-932-0220 x 1514
Proceeds to benefit the FMS
Endowment Fund, providing excellent
Jewish education to our children and
grandchildren
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BUILDING

Critical Thinkers

Come to Room 242 and you will often
see a large fishbowl. No, this is not
biology class... this is a fishbowl made
up of our 10th grade students in their
Humanities class.
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Following a pilot program last year,
the Stark High School has completely
revamped its daily schedule to support
Next Generation learning approaches.
Rather than 40 minute truncated
periods which lend themselves to
frontal lecturing, the majority of our
students’ days are now spent in block
periods that support more in-depth
engagement, extended projects and
collaborative work.

The collaborative work is not just
limited to the students. Following
best practices in interdisciplinary
education, we have begun to merge
History and English courses to form
new Humanities courses. These new
courses are co-taught by English and
History specialists who jointly plan a
curriculum that incorporates themes
and content from both disciplines
while emphasizing growth in critical
analysis and writing skills.
This merged course is then scheduled
out into larger block periods to support
21st century educational methods. And
so, if you walk into Room 242, you

are likely to see our students engaged
in a fishbowl discussion protocol that
helps them learn to listen carefully
and express themselves eﬀectively. If
you stay a few minutes longer you will
see the students rearrange their tables
and pull out their chromebooks to
collaborate on a group writing project.
Later in the period they will come
back together to hear a concluding
10 minute mini-lesson summing up
today’s topic and preparing them for
tomorrow.
Students in the first year of our
Humanities courses agree on two
points. First, this is one of the most
demanding courses any of them have
experienced. Second, they are looking
forward to tomorrow!

Faculty Spotlight
R a b b i D a v i d Te l l e r
Rabbi David Teller recently moved
with his wife and three children
from Hamilton, Ontario to teach at
Mizrachi. Rabbi Teller’s energy and
enthusiasm in the classroom have
quickly made him a student favorite.
Having received his semicha from
Yeshiva University and Masters in
Education from Azrieli Graduate
School of Jewish Education, Rabbi
Teller is currently pursuing a second
Masters in Counseling Psychology
from John Carroll University.

“My entire philosophy is built on love, looking for the
good in people and helping them to recognize how truly
special and unique they are. Because Mizrachi shares
my vision, it has been a smooth transition. The warmth
and care that permeate the halls is palpable; there’s a
concentrated eﬀort amongst the faculty to show the
students how much we care about them individually.”
Fun Fact: Shira Teller, Rabbi Teller’s wife,
is our new Director of Admissions!

Mizrachi in numbers
We currently have 511 students enrolled in our school, having grown
by over 100 students since moving into our building 4 years ago!
Our students’ average score on the ACT exam was in the 90th percentile.
Over the past two years, 80% of our graduates
were accepted into Top 50 universities and colleges.
We are proud to field 15 competitive sports teams.
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Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Netanel
(FMS ‘04 ) and Odelia
Afek on the birth of a
baby boy, Itiel.

Mazel tov to David (FMS
‘04) and Ora Engelhart
on the birth of a baby girl,
Na’avah.

Mazal Tov to Elisheva
(Katie) Hecht (’03) on
her marriage to Shlomo
Bronner.

Mazal tov to Sharon
Schwam (FMS ’09) and
Coby Socher (FMS ‘09)
on their marriage.

Mazal tov to Peretz (FMS
’99) and Kate (Frommer)
Cik on the birth of a
baby boy, Ezra.

Mazal tov to Adam
(FMS ‘09) and Odeyah
Engelhart on the birth of
a baby boy, Gilad.

Mazal tov to Sarah
Jaffe (FMS ’10) on
her marriage to Daniel
Kasdan.

Mazal tov to Tammie
Senders (FMS ’09) on
her marriage to Adam
Neuman.

Mazal Tov to Shalom
and Mahala (Glazer)
Schlagman on the birth of
a baby.

Mazel tov to Hedva
Shachter (FMS ’00)
on her marriage to Dan
Zeevi.

Mazal Tov to Rafi (FMS
’08) and Rachel (FMS
’08) Glickman on the
birth of a baby girl.
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Mazal tov to Jeremy
(FMS ‘04) and Becky
Davis on the birth of a
baby girl, Ilanit.
Mazel tov to Rafi (FMS
‘06) and Stacy Engelhart
on the birth of a baby
boy, Noam.

Mazal Tov to Adi
Goldberg (FMS ’12) on
her engagement to Adir
Feifel.
Mazal tov to Suzanne
(Guttman) (FMS ’07)
and Ikey Cohen on the
birth of a baby boy, Elliot.

Mazel tov to Zac Katz
(FMS ‘10) on his marriage
to Talia Mendenhal.
Mazal tov to Zvi Lapp
(FMS ‘08) on his
marriage to Adi Sheetrit.
Mazal tov to Nurit
Lewis (FMS ‘10) on her
marriage to Adam Lerer.
Mazel tov to Zach and
Devorah (Pomerantz)
Goldstein (FMS ‘96) on
the birth of a baby girl,
Ariella Tova.

Mazal tov to Rachel
Rothner Stark and Ezra
Stark (FMS ’01) on
the birth of a baby boy,
Amichai Nachman.
Mazal tov to Shayna
Zukerman (FMS ’10)
on her engagement to
Ari Feiger.
Mazal tov to Joseph
Zummo (FMS’12) and
Isabella Sax (FMS ‘12)
on their engagement.

Please share your news with us so that we can share it with our community.
Send Mazal Tov announcements to: SSteinberg@fuchsmizrachi.org

Recognize a loved one through an Endowment Fund
naming opportunity to honor their legacy.
To learn more: ssteinberg@fuchsmizrachi.org

Mizrachi

Parents say...

“I love how happy
my kids are to go to
school each day!”
- Matt Klein

“I love that the artwork my
kids bring home is truly
made by the children; each
child is celebrated for their
abilities and who they are.”
- Laura Wolf

“We couldn’t be happier with the Early
Childhood Program. Our children are
learning to ask questions and discover.”
- Anna Fredman

“Our sons have had a seamless
transition to Mizrachi. From
the academics to the sports to
friendships, they have found a warm
and nurturing environment.”
- Aviva Klein, Cooper Family

“As a parent, I appreciate the strong relationship that
develops between the students and the teachers. Where else
but Mizrachi do the teachers invite the students into their
homes for Shabbat meals and holiday parties? Where else
but Mizrachi can students message their teachers all hours
of the day for help with homework? This relationship is at the
heart of what makes Mizrachi a community. ”
- Cindy Ashwal
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JONATHAN SACKS
4TH ANNUAL
SPRING GALA
Wednesday, April 6, 2016
For sponsorship opportunities,
annual campaign gifts and journal dedications
www.fuchsmizrachi.org
ssteinberg@fuchsmizrachi.org
In grateful recognition, Gala sponsors will
be invited to a cocktail reception on the
evening of the Gala
Signature Sponsor Includes 10 Gala tickets,
invitation to pre-cocktail meet and greet with
Rabbi Sacks, name or logo in program and on
signage, signature banner signage, logo on take
home gift $10,000
Event Sponsor Includes 6 Gala tickets, invitation
to pre-cocktail meet and greet with Rabbi Sacks,
name or logo in program and on signage $5,000
Benefactor Sponsor Includes 4 Gala tickets, name
or logo in program and on signage $2,500.00
Patron Sponsor Includes 2 Gala tickets, name in
program and on signage $1,000

www.fuchsmizrachi.org

26600 Shaker Blvd.
Beachwood, OH 44122

