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Changes to Credit Recovery Plan
Expanding to more classes than just math itself
by Claudia Delgadillo

Features Editor

S

tudents at Kennedy High
School are being given the opportunity to catch up or get ahead on
required credits to graduate now
that creditrecovery classes are
provided for the students in both
in the summer and after school.
In order to take the class and
achieve the academic requirements, Kennedy provides the
students with English, math,
science, and social studies.
The classes have been expanded
ever since Kennedy has partnered
with Jane Adams High School.
In the 2015-2016 school year,
math was the only class available. This year, because of the
partnership with Jane Adams,
Kennedy offers more classes.
According to Assistant Principal
Stephen Foster, eighty-percent
of the students most likely take
Algebra 2 courses, semesters
A and B due to the difficulty
level for the students. “Algebra 2 is probably the most difficult [subject] to achieve for
students,” claimed Foster. The
last twenty percent of the students attending or participating
in the class took other classes in
English or other levels of math.
However, because of the help
from the program, in the 20152016 school year, approximately twenty-five students were
able to graduate and about

“Algebra 2 is
probably the most
difficult [subject]
to achieve for students...”
half of them walked the stage.
Edgenuity is the name of the online program given during after
school hours. The program holds
each class daily, students who finish each course receive five credits for every session achieved.
Adult school and summer school are included as a
credit recovery class as well.
Counselor Lourdes GarciaMeza explains how these
classes are “different ways
to make up and get credits.”
She believes these classes can
be easy for students if they place

their time and effort into them.
Edgenuity, the online class,
gives the student “flexibility to
work at home if they talk to the
teacher,” adds Garcia-Meza. But
even if students have that “flexibility,” it is a requirement for
them to take their tests at school.
Senior Bryan de Leon received that help as well. Leon
had trouble managing his time
with football and his schoolwork. Taking an advanced placement class, he did not pass the
required class and was therefore placed in summer school
He explains how it wasn’t just
helpful but also a different way
of learning the material. “It actually helped me very well, I
understood everything by learning on my own,” stated Leon.
For Leon, the independent work
time gave him his “own set of
time… and [he] got to finish
early on [his] own time.” Overall,
he believes it was good program.
Holly Avdul, Kennedy English teacher, explained the purpose of the program and how
it works, “The course provides
them with everything they need,
I provide them with support.”
The credit recovery class is all
about the student and how they
choose to take responsibility.
It is not mandatory for the student to stay after school unless
they are taking the test. It becomes strict when taking the test.
“You can’t test by yourself, the
tests are locked. Only the teacher can unlock it,“ added Avdul.
For a student to take a test,
the teacher gives them a specific amount of time and is
allowed to relock it again.
Even though the student has the
freedom to work whenever they
can, it can also be much pressure
as not all students work on their
own time as they are expected to.
Avdul adds that of all the students assigned to her, being
about fifteen students at most,
only five of them show up daily.
According to Avdul, every semster they take, there is a deadline, just like any regular class.
The purpose of the class being held an hour long every day
is so that the students can come
in during that time and work.
Avdul is there to give them the
support and the help they need,
but it is up to the student to become “motivated to get it done.”

A student’s daily commute for their entire class to have some breakfast in the morning during homeroom.

The Price of Breakfast in Advisory
Staff members search for a way to improve the
by Zoe Juneau

Staff Writer

T

he breakfast in the classroom
system at John F. Kennedy High
results in an abundance of food
being wasted, and this fact is leading the Kennedy cafeteria staff to
change how the program operates.
During advisory, students are
asked by their teachers how
many will be eating an article of food on a given day.
This allows the cafeteria employees to provide accurate estimates each morning.
Once receiving their packages of
food, students have to check off
their names from the roster to
show who took the breakfast. “It’s
a hassle to have to check off your
name every single morning,” senior Wendy Olague complained
about the system.However, it’s in
place to prevent food waste and
only provide food for the number of students that are expected
to check off their names. Laura
Garcia, one of the employees,
explained that anything perishable that gets returned has to be
thrown away since it can't be

stored for later use. The difference
between perishable and imperishable goods is the ability to store
them. Fruits and items that can be
refrozen are used again at a later
time. A solution to the unwanted
food is donating it to a food bank.
People besides students could be
making use of the food this way.
Dr. Richard Chavez proposed
the possible idea but acknowledged the fact the food may
not even be accepted. “People
are picky over free things, so
the food isn’t appreciated.”
When students have the willingness to reject certain morning food items, food banks
could do the same if they find
it doesn't meet their standards.
The district also isn't very keen
on giving away the food they
spent a large sum of money on.
In the late 80s, LAUSD began
to offer meals for free after taking into consideration that some
students were not able to purchase food. Afterwards, a long
process of finding what was
best for the students was conducted to improve the system.
The district experimented with
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things such as salad bars and
pre-packaged food. Just two
years ago students would have
to “grab n’ go” to get breakfast
in the morning from the stands
that were scattered around campus. Trial and error resulted in the
current setup. The district no longer provides students with things
such as flavored milk in order
to reduce costs of all the milk
that was thrown out last year.
However a cut back on the purchasing of milk for students still
leaves a lot of money to be spent
on other food items necessary.
High school students do not get
an extra break like elementary
and middle school kids do to
have extra time to eat a snack.
Breakfast in the classroom makes
up for the amount of time lost
to have something more to eat.
Chavez advised students to be
more responsible and grateful. He believes breakfast in
the classroom is an opportunity for students to be fed and
prepared to take on the day.
He also reminds students they
have to clean up after themselves
in order to keep being able to
eat in class since student behavior may be a deciding factor in
another change in the system.
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