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Prize Posse Rounds Up Great Teachers

The WOCCISD Education Foundation stampeded into classrooms at four different
schools surprising teachers with the first ever grant awards for innovative teaching Jan. 7.
Twelve grants totaling over $17,000 were presented to teachers at North Early Learning
Center, West Orange – Stark Elementary, West Orange – Stark Middle, and West Orange – Stark
High Schools.
The grant awards committee of the Education Foundation reviewed more than 45 teacher
grant request proposals. The committee said their task of the selection of grant award winners
was particularly challenging, as all of the applications were so outstanding and deserving.
Dr. Lois Bready, of San Antonio, was present to help award the grants. Dr. Bready and
her brother, Doug Bready, and their families established the Foundation in memory of their
parents Eva and Gerald Bready.
Eva Bready was a beloved and innovative teacher in the WOCCISSD School District
who prepared a generation of students to excel in science and to make significant contributions
to their communities. Both Eva and Gerald Bready were passionate supporters of the importance
of science and math education.
The grants were also funded by generous donations from the community to help prepare
another generation to excel.
The grants will allow teachers to expand educational opportunities.
Bill Conway said, “The WOCCISD Education Foundation visited all District campuses
today as a prize posse. The enthusiasm of the committee raised the level of excitement of our
teaching staff to a new high. As Superintendent, I want to thank the Foundation for the new
found excitement. What a privilege it has been to be associated with this group.”
The WOCCISD Education Foundation is a not for profit 501(c) 3 created in 2009.
Members of the Board of Directors of the WOCCISD Education Foundation are Linn
Cardner, president; Jane Pachar Stephenson, vice-president, Terese McKee, secretary; and
Jennifer Cowling-Burtsfield, treasurer.
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Additional Board Members are Margaret Adams, Doug Bready, Dr. Lois L. Bready,
Krispen Walker Choate, Tommie L. Daniel, Al Granger, Sam Kittrell, Stephen Lee, Pete Amy,
Bill Conway, Andrew Hayes, and Lorraine Shannon.

Members of the WOC Education Foundation travel by school bus to each of the four WOC
campuses as a Prize Posse. Teachers are presented with balloons, as well as ceremonial checks.

- Grant Awards: North Early Learning Center (1)
Name of Teachers

Amount

Project/ Synopsis

1. Leighia Barron and
Dolly Gauthier

$3000

Gardening with Preschoolers
NELC established a garden 15 years ago. Children
participate in gardening activities which include
planting, watering, weeding, harvesting, and
preparing the fresh vegetables for the table. The
children have opportunities also to use gardening
tools and explore the garden – finding cocoons and
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watching for butterflies.
Teachers plant fall gardens and spring gardens. The
children help tend and then eat the produce.
Gardening helps teach the children responsibility by
encouraging them to care for the plants. It also
provides physical development. They can investigate
the garden and draw and write about their
investigations – integrating language, writing, and
science.
The grant will fund the purchase of child-sized tools
and wheelbarrows, child-sized benches, quality
gardening soil & fertilizers, seeds and bedding
plants, a trellis, arbor, and tool shed.

Foundation Members visit the North Early Learning Center garden.
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Grant Awards: West Orange – Stark Elementary (4)
Name of Teachers

Amount

Project/ Synopsis

2. Callie Orebo, 2nd Grade
Teacher

$1200

Three Dimensional is the Way to Be
The grant will provide funding for a document
camera which will allow the students to view three
dimensional objects while in a group setting.

3. First Grade Teachers,
Maribeth Rumery
(Grade Level Chair)
Also:
Sandra Bellon, Stacie
Dryden, Shawna
Thornton, Jennifer
Sims, Carolyn May,
Carolyn Beck, Melissa
Stone, Ashley Sanders

$3087

4. Marie Roux, 3rd Grade
Teacher

$800

Illuminating Learning with Lumens
The grant will provide funding for portable
document cameras, allowing students to follow and
interact with most lessons.

A Presentation with Elmo
The grant will provide funding for a document
camera, allowing students and teachers to project
and write on images and record images to a memory
card for future use.

5. Amy Craig and Ronald
Wright, 4th Grade
Teachers

$1700

Infusion of Math/Science into Fourth Grade
Curriculum culminating in a visit to NASA’s
Johnson Space Center, Houston
Students will be exposed to the history of the US
Space Program. Activities will include social
studies, science, reading, math, and language arts
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The Prize Posse presents a fourth grade team with the funding to extend their space history
lesson to include a classroom field trip to NASA.

Grant Awards: West Orange – Stark Middle (2)
Name of Teachers

Amount

Project/ Synopsis

6. Jobie Hill, 8th Grade
Math Teacher

$1000

Mustangs Mastering Measurement
The grant will provide students with a real life
experience for the concepts of area, perimeter,
circumference, and surface area as well as problem
solving skills in concepts such as conversions,
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geometry and percents.
Students will plan, budget, measure, purchase
materials for, build and paint picnic tables and
hexagonal benches. They will also measure, budget,
and paint barrel cans.
7. Amanda Barnard, 7th
Grade English
Language Arts/Reading
Teacher

$2000

Writing Academy Writing Camp
The grant will provide funding for an on-site Writing
Academy fun camp led by outside consultants which
teaches students the six traits of writing, as well as
the four styles of writing, and technical components
of writing.

The Prize Posse presents a check for a math project which will also beautify the Middle School
campus.
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Grant Awards: West Orange – Stark High (5)
Name of Teachers

Amount

Project/ Synopsis

8. Terrie Salter, Health
Science Teacher

$987.11

Learning Essentials in Pharmacy Project
The grant will provide funding for classroom books
for Pharmacy Technician Course

9. Terrie Salter, Health
Science Teacher

$1000

Simulated Patient Care
The grant will provide funding for the purchase of a
mannequin to simulate patient care. The mannequin
will be used to teach therapeutic, diagnostic, and
basic care skills.

10. Cynthia Tolliver, Math
Teacher

$935

Modeling Mathematics
The grant will provide funding for the purchase of
materials designed to enable secondary students to
make connections between concrete models and
abstract mathematical concepts. Manipulatives will
include linking cubes, centimeter cubes, color tiles,
and more.

11. Nathaniel Collins,
Career and Technology
Teacher

$1000

12. Diztorsha Jefferson,
Teacher

$500

It’s for the Birds!
Mathematics is designed to model and solve real
world problems. This project will enable students to
apply geometric concepts as they design and build a
bird house. Students will work collaboratively in this
project that incorporates biology, environmental
science, mathematics and construction management.
The grant will fund building materials and other
project needs.
Psychology Equipment (Advanced Placement)
The grant will provide funding for the purchase of
science lab materials and guest speakers.
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The Prize Posse presents a grant to fund lab materials to an advance placement psychology
teacher.
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