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Parents: If this newsletter is coming to your daughter or son
who no longer lives at home, please help update our records by
calling or sending the new address to the Alumni Office.

Upcoming Events
Performing Arts

Graduation

“Seussical the Musical”
April 23 – 24, 2010
April 30 – May 1, 2010
Enjoy this wonderful show based on the works of
Dr. Seuss.
See the school website for specific showtimes.

Thursday, May 27, 2010
6:30pm on LMU’s Sullivan Soccer Field
Contact the Alumni Office at x1416 for tickets
(Limit one per requesting alumnus before May 20th)

4th Annual All-Class Picnic
Sunday, May 2, 2010
2:30 to 4:30pm
Celebrate with us on the St. Monica campus.

Homecoming 2010
Hall of Fame Dinner and Induction
Friday, October 8, 2010
Cantwell Auditorium
Homecoming Game
Saturday, October 9, 2010

Art Show and Spring Concert
Thursday, May 13, 2010
Art Show at 6pm in the Duval Center
Concert at 7pm in the Church

Baccalaureate Mass
Sunday, May 23, 2010
2pm in the Church
Limited tickets available only through graduating
seniors

St. Monica Golf Tournament
Monday, May 24, 2010
Malibu Country Club
See page 15 for more information

Athletics
Check out all Mariner athletic events at the SMCHS
website: www.stmonicahs.org.
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St. Monica
Announces
New
President

Michelle Corbally ’11, president-elect,
Thom Gasper, Ryan Dawson ‘11,
Diana Valdez ’12 and Annette Valdez ’12
visit the Japanese National Museum
during their recent trip to Japan.

In this Issue
• Q and A with our new President
• On Campus
•∑ Mariner Distinguished Speaker
Series
∑• Capital Campaign Update
• Alumni News
a
∑ nd much more...
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A new generation of Mariners who will form the Class of ’14,
joined us at Mariner Enrollment Day.

On Campus
From the Principal
Dear Alumni, Family, and Friends,
When I last wrote to you in the Fall
Ancient Mariner, we had just started a
new school year, welcoming the Class of
2013 to St. Monica Catholic High
School. These few short months later we
have tested, interviewed, and selected the
newest members of the Mariner family –
the Class of 2014! It was a joy to see
these new students join us on March
13th, Mariner Enrollment Day, so eager
and excited to be part of all that St.
Monica has to offer.
Likewise it is wonderful to welcome
Mariners from our past graduating
classes back to the St. Monica campus.
During the past few months, three class
reunions were held here at the St. Monica
campus – the 60th reunion of the Class of
’49, the 55th reunion of the Class of ’54,
and the 40th reunion of the Class of ’69.

Kathy Fitzimons Sullivan, Jean and Pat De
Mendoza, Toni Garrotto Di Modica, Director of
Alumni Relations, Diane Mayer, Carol Cooley
Hile, and principal, Thom Gasper (seated).

As reported in this Ancient Mariner
magazine, Msgr. Royale Vadakin ’56
celebrated Homecoming Mass with us;
other alumni came back to tour the
campus, watch a basketball game, enjoy a
pep rally, and speak to our student body.
Each of these visits give us the

opportunity to learn a bit more about St.
Monica’s past and share with our alumni
more about St. Monica’s present and
future. An especially lively visit occurred
with the members of the Class of ’59 as
we met to discuss their proposal for a
Class of ’59 scholarship. A spirited
conversation ensued about the different
looks of Joe Mariners, past and present.
But, as Patrick De Mendoza ’59 said,
“We know they all come from the same
family, and we are grateful for the school
spirit they have helped endure at our
Alma Mater.”
As we prepare to welcome a new class to
our family, we are thankful for that
Mariner spirit that is so much a part of
our past, present, and future.
God Bless,
Thom Gasper
Principal

sgr. Royale Vadakin Vicar General and moderator of the Curia of
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and a member of the SMCHS
Class of 1956, celebrated All-Souls Day/Homecoming mass with
the Mariner community on Monday, November 2nd.

M

Msgr. Royale Vadakin, far right, joins Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson,
Father Tim Klosterman, and the 2009 Homecoming Court.

St. Monica Catholic High School

This year’s Homecoming mass was celebrated in conjunction with All-Souls
Day. “During homecoming we come back to this ‘home’ of ours at St.
Monica to share the great memories of our time here”, Monsignor Vadakin
explained during his homily. “But we are also reminded of a greater
homecoming to look forward to…a homecoming to the kingdom of God”.
Monsignor Vadakin shared his joy in receiving the Ancient Mariner
magazine where he can keep abreast of fellow classmates. He also
discussed his favorite part of the school’s alma mater, reminding students
that the St. Monica experience does not end at graduation but continues “on
and on through all the years”.
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St. Monica Students Give Back
During the 2009-2010 school year, St. Monica students had many opportunities to help
those in need. In our school’s commitment to using our God-given talents to serve others,
we as a community monthly serve and support different organizations through the oversight
of student clubs and organizations. Additionally, as natural disasters occur, St. Monica
students find ways to aide those in need.
Such was the case during the recent earthquake in Haiti. Supporting the Haitian earthquake
victims, St. Monica students raised money and showed solidarity by supporting many
Campus Minister, Taylor Yoshitake, stands before different programs: Hats for Haiti donations were sent to the Holy Childhood Association;
one of many posters on campus that showed
collection of peanut butter, dried beans, and spaghetti benefited ANA Children’s Center and
support for the Haitian earthquake victims.
Brebis de St. Michel Orphanage. Prayers and messages were sent to earthquake victims
through Hearts for Haiti, organized by Karah Alexander, president of the Black Cultural Society and senior Vivien Rubin. Nosotros
Club and the Freshman Class raised a large portion of the money collected for the Haitian cause.
Below are additional projects that SMCHS students have been involved
in during the 2009-2010 school year:
September 2009
“Jeans Drive” benefiting St. Robert’s Center, an organization which
serves homeless and low-income families and individuals in the area of
Santa Monica/Venice south to Westchester.
October 2009
“Stay in School Workshop” for 3rd and 4th graders from Daniel
Freeman Elementary School who are part of the I Have A Dream
Foundation, a student-retention and college-focused program.
November 2009
St. Monica Parish Thanksgiving Dinner for the homeless.
December 2009
“Toy Drive” for Alexandria House, a non-profit transitional residence
and house of hospitality providing safe and supportive housing for
women and children in the process of moving from emergency shelter
to permanent housing.
“Toy Drive” for El Hogar, a home in Tijuana Mexico for children who
have been neglected, abused and abandoned.
January 2010
“Warm Hearts Project” for Santa Monica’s low income housing
residents, supplying blankets, socks, and coats.
February 2010
“Pennies for Patients” supporting the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
and sponsored through the SMCHS Key Club.
March 2010
“Rice Bowls” for Catholic Relief Services
“Unforgettable Prom”, donating dresses for adolescents with cancer in
support of Friends of Scott Foundation - sponsored through the
SMCHS Pre-med club.
Books donations to supplement the library for Bookends in Inglewood,
sponsored by freshman Lucca DiGioia.
April 2010
“Children’s Cancer Research Fund 5 K” on Sunday, April 25th at the
Staples Center. CCRF is a non-profit organization dedicated to
providing support on a national level for clinical research in pediatric
cancer and to improve the medical environment for all children.
“Get on the Bus” brings children and their guardians/caregivers from
throughout the state of California to visit their mothers and fathers in
prison.

St. Monica Catholic High School

St. Monica Brings Home Academic
Decathlon Victory
The St. Monica
Catholic High School
Decathlon Team
recently participated
in the 2010 Southern
California Private
Schools Academic
Decathlon held at
Bishop Alemany
High School. After
2010 Academic Decathlon Team
two weekends of
competition, the SMCHS Decathlon Team was awarded the
Division Overall and Super Quiz Championships.
Led by SMCHS teacher and decathlon coach Jeremy Nelson, the
SMCHS Decathlon team consisted of nine students who devoted
countless hours to study the content relevant to this year’s theme
– The French Revolution. Team members voluntarily met each
day at 7:00am to practice speeches, essay writing, and
interviews. Day one of this year’s decathlon took place on
January 30th and consisted of the subjective tests, essay, speech
and interview. Day two of the competition took place on
Saturday, February 6th and consisted of the objective tests,
including the public super quiz, team dinner, awards ceremony
and celebration. Even in the face of fierce competition at this
year’s event, the St. Monica decathletes persevered and displayed
pride, self-confidence, and true sportsmanship.
Along with the Division Championship and Division Super
Quiz Championship, each of the decathletes was awarded
individual medals in the various subject areas. By the end of the
night, the team had won a combined 49 medals. Of the twenty
eight total teams, St. Monica came in 8th overall, potentially
moving St. Monica Catholic High School to a higher division
for next year’s competition. Congratulations to Coach Nelson,
Nghia-Piotr Le, Kara Yasui, Leila Ehsan, Stephanie
Gusman, Anna Brewer, Adrian Santiago, Ken RobertsonBrown, Vincent Flores, and Maria Cristales for their
tremendous effort and accomplishments!
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Michael Josephson (center) shared his
Six Pillars of Character with the students.

Mariner Distinguished Speaker Series
The Mariner Distinguished Speaker Series was established in
2009 by principal, Thom Gasper. Mr. Gasper created this forum
to bring prominent individuals to the St. Monica campus to share
unique esperiences and perspectives on a wide variety of topics
within the framework of a St. Monica Catholic High School
education. The Mariner Distinguished Speaker Series brings
speakers to St. Monica that support moral development and
inspire leadership. Below are excerpts from the five guests who
have spoken to our students this school year.
Michael Josephson, heard daily on his CHARACTER
COUNTS! segments on KNX-1070 Newsradio, and one of the
nation’s leading experts on character education, visited St.
Monica Catholic High School on September 1st to share his
message with students, faculty, and parents. During a student
assembly, Josephson promoted a common language of core
values called the Six Pillars of Character: trustworthiness,
respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship.
Josephson challenged students to build strong character and
reminded students that taking the right path is not always easy.
“We will, at various points in our lives, come across people that
we do not agree with, that have a
different opinion on some matter,”
Josephson stated. “…but we still
have a moral obligation to treat
that person or people with
respect.”

Hard as Nails ministry, have helped youth leaders and young
adults grow in their Catholic faith. Fatica energized the crowd
and encouraged students to "be real". “We cannot be honest with
others if we are not honest with ourselves,” Fatica explained.
“Today is the day we let go of our fears and our grudges and
focus on living a life with God.”

Heisman Trophy winner, John Huarte, spoke to SMCHS students about
personal strength.

Justin Fatica, renowned
author and co-founder/
director of Hard as
Nails ministries,
presented to SMCHS
students on October
22nd. Fatica has been
instrumental in starting
youth movements around
the world and has
participated in numerous
speaking engagements
across the country. His new
book, Hard as Nails, and an
HBO documentary on his

St. Monica Catholic High School

On January 19th, students gathered in St. Monica church to
listen to John Huarte, the 1964 Heisman Trophy winner
from the University of Notre Dame. The former AFL
and NFL football player spoke to SMCHS students
during the honors assembly and stressed the
importance of discovering personal strengths early in
life in order to live a meaningful life. “Be on the
lookout for your talents and personal
strengths early,” Mr. Huarte said. “If you can
do that, you can use these strengths and
talents as stepping stones to something
greater, something that you will be
passionate about and love for the
rest of your lives”.
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Marcellus Wiley ’92, former NFL
defensive end and three-time NFL
Pro Bowler, and Barbara Alexander,
first cousin of civil rights activist
Rosa Parks, visited the St. Monica
Catholic High School campus on
February 22nd. With the entire school
community gathered in St. Monica
Church, both Mr. Wiley and Mrs.
Alexander spoke to students about the
constant need to persevere, especially
in the most difficult of times.

Mariner Sports Update
FALL SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
Girls’ Cross-Country ended the season with an 11-1
record, reigning as the Camino Real League Champions.
Senior Kaitlin Wilcox was selected as league MVP.
Girls’ Volleyball finished second in league with a 6-2
league record and an overall 19-9 record.
Girls’ Golf finished with a 4-4 record. Taylor Yoshitake
progressed to the Del Rey Association league finals where
she won the league championship and was named league
MVP. She competed up to Southern Section finals, losing
in the playoffs by a single stroke. Taylor will continue
playing golf next year at Cal Poly where she has a full
scholarship through her success in golf at St. Monica’s.
The SMCHS Football team finished the season with a 3-6
record, 0-4 in league. Senior Tommy Murray (RB/DB),
Junior Matthew Partyka (QB), and Junior Kyle Farber (WR)
were all First Team All-Santa Fe League. Senior Danny White
(WR/DB) was Second Team All-Santa Fe League.
WINTER SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

Faculty member, Mr. Larry Rodriguez
’70 and Marcellus Wiley ’92, with
niece Charne’ Ingram ’10

The Boys’ Basketball team finished the season with a
record of 18-10 (9-1 in league) and was named 2010
Camino Real League Champions for the first time since
1990. Ryan Capiro was named to the First Team AllLeague and First Team All-CIF; Ryan Featherston received
First Team All-League and Second Team All-CIF honors;
and Richard Gibson was named to the First Team AllLeague.
The Lady Mariners' Varsity Basketball team finished the
season ranked 10th in Division 5AA, following a 1 point
loss in the 2nd round of playoffs to 7th seeded Campbell
Hall. Senior Kaitlin Wilcox was voted Camino Real First
Team, and juniors Monique Boe and Cory LaGuardia
were chosen for the Second Team. The Lady Mariners bid
farewell to seniors Adrianna Gonzalez, Jazmin Hawkins,
Leslie Flores, and Kaitlin Wilcox.

Rosa Parks

Barbara Alexander with
niece Karah Alexander ’11

Following a historical synopsis of Rosa Parks’ life, Mrs.
Alexander recounted various family events with Rosa Parks,
sharing the caring demeanor with everything she did. “Rosa Parks
always emphasized dignity, pride, courage and responsibility,”
Mrs. Alexander told the students. Following her presentation,
Mrs. Alexander invited students to look at some of the relics from
Rosa Parks’ life on various tables set-up for display.

The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team went undefeated in league
play (7-0-1) to become the Camino Real League Girls’
Varsity Soccer champions. Sophomore Taylor Dorris was
the team’s leading scorer with 18 goals and senior, Jessica
Centeno had her 10th shut out of the season in goal during
the team’s defeat of Cantwell.

Marcellus Wiley spoke to students about the importance of
developing a strong foundation while in high school in order to
allow for dreams to come to fruition. Mr. Wiley talked about his
time at St. Monica and how his sacrifices and hard work led him
to not only succeed athletically through football, but
academically as well, having attended Columbia University. Mr.
Wiley also encouraged students to become dynamic and
balanced individuals, utilizing all the resources and guidance
around them.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Mr. Gasper (middle) and Japanese teacher
Kyoko Ito (far right) meet with students in
preparation for their trip to Japan
during the 2010 Easter break.

New President Announced
Q & A With President-Elect,
Thom Gasper
In January, Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson
announced that Thom Gasper, principal of
St. Monica Catholic High School for the
past five years, had been selected to fill the
new position of President of Schools at St.
Monica, effective July 1, 2010. “This
important role has come to fruition in the
best time for our schools,” Monsignor
Torgerson wrote in a letter to parents of
both schools. “The schools are currently
very strong in their admissions, academics,
and spirituality, and will further benefit
from having a President to support our two
schools in these and other ways.”
Mr. Gasper earned a bachelor of arts
degree in Government and Japanese
Language from the University of Notre
Dame and a masters degree in Catholic
School Administration and teaching
credential from Loyola Marymount
University. Mr. Gasper has been
employed with St. Monica Catholic High
School for 16 years. During this time he
has served the school in numerous
capacities: Religion, US Government,
and Japanese teacher; Director of
Campus Ministry; Assistant Principal;
Vice Principal; and Principal. Mr. Gasper
has worked with the Los Angeles
Archdiocese on advisory councils,
visiting teams, and WASC teams to
improve other schools, especially those
with low enrollments. Mr. Gasper and
his family have also been active members
of St. Monica parish for 18 years.
We sat down with Mr. Gasper soon after
his appointment to discuss this new
position.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Why has St. Monica moved toward the
president-principal model?

Class of ‘08 Ring Ceremony
Jamie Bellous ’08 receives his ring from Mr. Gasper.

Many successful private Catholic high
schools have had the president-principal
model for decades. This model typically
ensures that the president’s focus is on
such critical needs as marketing,
fundraising, community relations, and
enrollment management, all which are
key for the advancement of Catholic
Schools in the future. As a result, the
principal has time to concentrate on the
traditional elements of education such as
curriculum, instruction, and student life.
Why is the president overseeing both the
high school and the elementary school?

Catholic Schools Week 2007
Vice-principal Linda Korenthal, Mr. Gasper, and
students Khyrysta ’09 and Ashleigh ’07 Renteria.

Originally (through our recent WASC
process) the recommendation was made
that the high school should pursue the
president-principal model of school
administration. Msgr. Torgerson, a great
supporter of the two St. Monica schools,
realized the need for some long-term
succession of leadership within the
schools. With decrease in priestly
vocations, there is no guarantee that the
next pastor will have the passion and/or
experience in dealing with not only one,
but two schools. Meeting with the
Schools Advisory Board, the decision
was made to have the president serve as
leader of both the high school and
elementary school.
What are some of the great challenges
you will initially be faced with?

Graduation 2009
Mr. Gasper, with ASB president, Matyos Kidane,
ASB vice-president, Brenden Boesgaard and
Msgr. Torgerson.
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other Catholic schools), overall
enrollment is going down for all Catholic
schools. In the past eighteen months, two
of our local feeder schools, St. Joan of
Arc and St. Gerard Majella, have closed.
As the enrollment at Catholic elementary
schools continues to shrink, our leaders
need to be looking forward to new
solutions and methods of outreach.
The Capital Campaign certainly has to be
one of the biggest things the St. Monica
Catholic Community has done in
decades. With the ongoing
responsibilities of being principal, it has
been difficult for me to be the high
school voice of the campaign to the
alumni, parents, foundations, and other
supporters, without impacting the daily
management of the high school.
Someone in school leadership needs to be
present to these different entities to
explain and advocate the needs of the
schools within this building campaign.
Why is there so great a need for the
improvements that will be made through
the Capital Campaign?
We have worked so hard over the years at
continually improving our school – hiring
great faculty members, enhancing the
curriculum, improving our co-curricular
programs. We have wonderful students
here at St. Monica and it is a shame that
we haven’t been able to make more
strides in giving them a campus they
deserve. Every year we paint, remodel,
and improve, but essentially it is still the
same brick and mortar from the 40’s and
the 50’s. The Capital Campaign will
significantly improve our facilities.
What do you feel is one of your most
significant accomplishments here at St.
Monica?
One of the programs closest to my heart
is the senior Kairos retreat program.
While we had a good retreat program in
place for our students, I wasn’t satisfied
with good enough, especially for our
seniors. We began Kairos at St. Monica
in 1998 when I was a Campus Minister.
Kairos has become a great tradition at St.
Monica that students look forward to
attending during their senior year. Over
1,200 seniors have experienced a special
connection to fellow classmates who have

St. Monica Catholic High School

shared this sacred, privileged time,
“God’s time”. Our Kairos alumni
continue to return to St. Monica to lead
the current Mariners through this lifechanging experience and Monsignor
Torgerson, the parish priests, and I still
attend each Kairos retreat. Kairos
provides the participants the chance to
contemplate on God’s role in their lives
as they begin their journey beyond St.
Monica. Each Kairos retreat holds a very
special memory for me.
Freshman Orientation 2009
Members of the Class of ’13 with Mr. Gasper on
Orientation Day

All-Class Picnic 2009

What has kept you here at St. Monica
for sixteen years?
St. Monica is a great community to work
for and within. The people I have the
privilege of working with come from all
different walks of life and have
intentionally chosen to be part of this
great community; that brings out the best
in themselves. As such, there is so much
that we can do to support our incredible
students. I truly have the feeling that
there is always more to be done and that
hopefully, I am making an impact on this
community.

Mr. Gasper with retiring teacher, Mr. Tony Rose

Homecoming 2006
Pep squad, Mr. Gasper, and Msgr. Torgerson arrive
at the Homecoming game.

As the Ancient Mariner went to press,
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson and presidentelect, Thom Gasper announced the
appointment of Mr. Alex Chacon to the
position of St. Monica Catholic High
School principal. Mr. Chacon has
served the high school as Assistant
Principal: Dean of Students and most
currently as Assistant Principal:
Director of Advancement. We look
forward to sharing more information
about St. Monica’s newest principal in
the Fall 2010 Ancient Mariner.

Scholars Breakfast 2009
Mr. Gasper, donor Jeanette Trepp, Msgr. Torgerson,
and SMES principal Dr. Neil Quinly
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Joe Somerville ’66,
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson
and Linda Somerville.

Giving From the Heart
The Ancient Mariner talks to High School Campaign co-chairs Joe’66 and Linda Somerville about why they are
heading the public effort to make this building project happen, and why it matters to St. Monica Catholic High School
alumni.
Joe Somerville ’66 remembers a lot about going to St. Monica
Catholic High School, and those memories feed into why he’s so
passionate about the school’s strong building plans for the future.
“The people I met as students at St. Monica, we’re still very
close,” Joe remembers. “We get together for reunions. We had a
strong bond as a class. We had a lot of fun when we were there.
“I have very fond memories of the [religious] brothers who taught
there. They really believed in the joy of learning. That stuck with
me, and it’s a strong part of my life. As basic as the current
facility is, it really speaks to that issue – the joy of learning.

Monica Catholic High School on the Westside, what else would
there be? It’s pretty much just us. Having a Catholic institution
here on the Westside is critically important.

“It’s nice to say you can look around the campus
today and say that nothing has changed. But that’s
the problem – St. Monica hasn’t changed its
facilities, really, in 50 years. Fundamentally, the
school buildings haven’t changed in 50 years. We
must get it ready for the next 50. If the facility is not
healthy, it won’t draw as many students. We must
have facilities that match the marketplace.”
“To compete in the future marketplace, students need to have
facilities that are up-to-date and have access to current
technologies,” says Linda Somerville. “In a society where faithbased people and institutions are being attacked, it is even more
critical than ever to have a facility where state-of-the-art
education is coupled with the Christian faith to arm future
leaders with the skills.”
This is a chance, Joe says, to improve the very foundation of the
facilities.

“Back then, I was a cheerleader for the St. Monica basketball
team. And in a different way I still am today.”
Learning, in the Catholic tradition, is why Joe is the co-chair of
the high school phase of the Capital Campaign with a goal to
raise $27 million for a broad and important set of major
improvements to the whole St. Monica Catholic Community.
“St. Monica has always had a very progressive attitude. It was at
the forefront of the changes made to the Church during Vatican
II. I’m impressed with the idea that we can have an even greater
Catholic high school here on the Westside. If it weren’t for St.

St. Monica Catholic High School

“This is a real need, to make a long-term investment. It’s a time
for us to do something long-term, foundationally. This isn’t a big
splashy thing. This is fundamental.
“St. Monica Catholic High School absolutely prepared me for
life. I don’t see how I would have wanted to go to any other
school.
“If you have a heart-felt feeling for the school, this is the time to
come forward to help out. Put your money where your heart is.”
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This Project Will Touch All Aspects of This Campus
Q&A with Tom Zanic, head of the Master Site Planning Committee.
The Ancient Mariner talks with Tom Zanic, the chair of the Master Site Planning Committee, about the status of the project, and why
St. Monica Catholic High School alums should get behind it.

Tom Zanic, center talks to members of the St.
Monica Catholic Community about the upcoming
project.

Hi Tom, thanks for taking the time to
give us your thoughts on the project.
First, can you give us an update on the
status of the project?
Tom: The project is moving ahead full
steam. It’s come a long way from our
beginning about five years ago, with the
very first meeting of the Master Site Plan
Committee. Our team has produced a
Master Site Plan – reviewing the entire
campus and including all the
improvements we want to implement to
better serve our parishioners, students
and staff. The building plans were
submitted to the city of Santa Monica,
and we expect to receive city entitlements
approval by the end of April. We have
also met with the Archdiocese Building
Commission, and they have reviewed our
plans and are very supportive.
What aspects will benefit the high
school?
Tom: There are multiple aspects of the
plan designed to serve our high school
students. First is the addition to the high
school east wing, which will include new
classrooms and student program space.
That structure will also include a new food
serving facility and patio area. In addition,
the refurbished gym and training facilities
will bring them up to a class befitting the
caliber of our athletic programs. The
redesign of the courtyard will include
green space and new seating and gathering
areas. Finally, the new Reception Pavilion
and Grand Patio will provide more events
spaces for use by the school.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Why is this project so important?

When do we hope to break ground?

Tom: This is the first long term planning
project for our parish and schools in
probably the last 50 years. The big idea is
to look at better meeting the needs of our
parishioners and students over the next
decades. The parish has more than 100
active ministries, and we have a myriad of
daytime and after-school programs, all
vying for space to flourish and grow. We
simply can’t meet the facilities needs
right now. And finally, we need to face
the critical parking problems we have.
Some people know us as a great place to
come to, but a lousy place to park. We
have to fix that with additional onsite,
safe and convenient parking.

Tom: We are beginning architectural
drawings now and expect to break ground
in one year.

How were the elements determined?
What was the process?
Tom: Over the course of five years, the
Master Site Planning Committee
conducted several small group meetings
and interviews with different user
groups – parishioners, staff and school
parents – to determine facilities needs, in
both quantitative and qualitative terms.
Those needs were taken by the architects
and then by the committee and worked
into the plan you see today. The plan also
reflects the input of the city decisionmakers and staff. We are confident that
plan has a solid and deep grounding.
What role will high school alumni play
in this project?
Tom: We anticipate that the alumni
would play a significant role. St. Monica
Catholic High School, by its very nature,
has been a significant formative
experience for many alumni. They have
gone on to accomplish great things in
their own lives and in their communities
and careers. We all need to recognize the
life events that have contributed to our
success, and we need to make it possible
for the school to continue to attract and
nurture the next generations. I am
confident the alumni will answer the call
to give generously to the campaign, the
most major building school campaign in
years.
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A new addition to the high school east wing will provide
modern classrooms and space for the high school’s
Campus Ministry program, and a new Mariner Snack Bar.

Here are highlights of the project:

High School Addition:
A major addition will be added to the north end
of the east wing. More classrooms will highlight
the second floor, giving students the space and
technology to meet modern educational needs.
On the first floor will be recreational and
formational space for the high school’s Campus
Ministry and the church’s Youth Ministry. A new
Mariner Snack Bar will also be constructed.
Gymnasium:
The Gymnasium is presently inadequate for
school pep rallies, assemblies, and for the many
school teams that require its use. The gym will
be renovated with a new floor, crisp and
improved acoustics and beautiful aesthetics.
Modern locker rooms, offices, a weight room
and a physical education classroom will be
constructed under the gym.
Community Center:
A Community Center will greatly enhance the
academic life of the schools. To be shared with
the St. Monica Church, the Community Center
will contain a large assembly area; the Simon
Child and Student Center for daytime classroom
activities; a large kitchen; and a beautiful new
chapel – all making more space available to the
high school during the day.
Parking Structure:
St. Monica will address its chronic parking
problems with a two-level subterranean parking
garage under the Community Center. This will
allow St. Monica Community to move its schoolday parking underground so that students might
enjoy a playground free of cars. Some use of the
parking structure by the high school is expected.
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Assistant Principal Alex Chacon
and students visit St. Sebastian’s as
part of Religious Appreciation Day.

From the Office of Advancement
From the Assistant Principal: Director of Advancement
During the last week in January, St. Monica Catholic High School
celebrated Catholic Schools Week with a theme “Dividends for Life”.
Each day of the week honored a specific facet of our community.
On Monday, the SMCHS community thanked its parents for their
ongoing support as part of Parent Appreciation Day. On Tuesday,
students had an opportunity to thank St. Monica donors and volunteers
through Stewardship Day. On Wednesday, students from all grade levels participated in
Faculty and Staff Appreciation Day in honor of SMCHS teachers and staff. Thursday served
as an opportunity for the students to be thanked as part of Student Appreciation Day. Finally,
SMCHS honored and appreciated parish priests and religious in the West Los Angeles area
on Religious Appreciation Day.
As you can see, a big part of the Catholic Schools Week celebration this year centered on
“appreciation”. I was fortunate to personally witness many of these appreciation efforts
during the week. Early in the week our students expressed genuine gratitude for their
teachers during a video made by the Associated Student Body (ASB), individually thanking
each of the faculty members for all the attention and education that they receive. Making the
first phone call to donors on Stewardship Day was a bit awkward for some, but within
minutes, students were enjoying lively conversations with St. Monica alumni and friends.
Visiting their former grammar schools on Religious Appreciation Day gave students the
opportunity to thank former teachers and pastors for the education that has led them to where
they are today.
We appreciate everyone who continues to assist our school in numerous ways so that
SMCHS can provide an education that pays “Dividends for Life”. There are so many ways
for you to advance the mission of this remarkable school – by donating to the school’s
Annual Fund, by being part of our ROCK tutoring program or even by being part of the 2010
SMCHS Golf Classic. All of the support we receive from alumni, parents, and friends is
greatly appreciated.

SMCHS students thank donors during
Stewardship Day.

Brandon Scott, junior, appreciating Sr. Dennis
McFadden.

To find out more about any of these opportunities, please feel free to contact me. As always,
thank you for being part of the St. Monica Catholic High School Community.

Sincerely,
Mr. Alex Chacon
Assistant Principal: Director of Advancement
(310) 394-3701 ext. 1413

St. Monica Catholic High School

Teachers Kate Janson and Dom Castillo hand
out donuts on Student Appreciation Day.
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From the Alumni Office
In two years, St. Monica Catholic High School will begin
celebrating the 75th anniversary of our founding. While the
ladies of the Academy of the Holy Names did not come to campus
until 1938, over twenty boys formed the first freshman class in
1937, officially making them the first class of the high school.
In looking back at old Mariner newspapers, Compass yearbooks,
class scrapbooks, and more, we realize that there are countless stories that make up
our school history. As we begin preparing for this anniversary celebration, we will be
asking for any treasures that you are willing to share or give to us - either actual items
or stories that make up the history of St. Monica Catholic High School. We are
particularly looking for old photos and past issues of the Mariner newspaper as they
hold volumes of information about our past.

Boys’ Freshman Class in 1937

Thank you in advance for anything that you are willing to offer. We’ll be sharing these stories in the upcoming Ancient Mariners.
Diane Mayer ’73
Director of Alumni Relations

Our Lady of Grace
For 55 years the statue of the Virgin Mary has stood at the front of
St. Monica Catholic Church.
On Easter Sunday morning 2009, before the first mass, parishioners
noticed that someone had vandalized the statue. This is the third time
that the statue has been vandalized, once in the early 1990’s when both
of the statue’s hands were broken off and later that decade when the left
hand was severed. Both times the statue was repaired. After this most
recent incident, the
family of Connie
Weston, a
parishioner and
long time artist in
1955 Dedication procession
Santa Monica,
offered a bronze of the statue in her memory.
Bill McClellan, son-in-law of Connie Weston,
owns one of the few bronze foundries that
remain in the Southern California area. The
original and repaired marble statue has been
placed in the Pastoral Center patio. The parish
leadership felt that the bronze statue will be
more secure in its somewhat exposed location on
the outer exterior of the church property.
The statue, which depicts the Blessed Virgin Mary
crushing the serpent beneath her bare feet, was
originally dedicated on October 7, 1955 in memory of
Monsignor Nicholas Conneally. Over 1300 students of St.
Monica parish schools gathered to pay tribute to the late monsignor by dedicating the
statue of Our Lady of Grace to his memory. Msgr. Conneally, pastor of St. Monica
from 1923 to 1949, was greatly responsible for building the church, rectory, grammar
school, high school, and gymnasium. The new bronze statue continues to be a
reminder of what Msgr. Conneally, a fine educator and spiritual leader, did for the St.
Monica community.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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SMCHS Students took time during Catholic Schools
Week to thank our donors. Thank you to Mark Verge ’85
for the use of Westside Rentals’ phones. Pictured at right
are Mark Verge, SMCHS students and Leon Khela ‘03.

Partners in Mission
The following alumni, parents, and friends donated to St. Monica Catholic High School from July 1, 2009 to March 31, 2010.
Their support for St. Monica is a wonderful affirmation of Catholic education and of their desire to see the school continue its mission of
graduating students who are inspired by faith, intellectually enriched, and fully integrated individuals. We face great challenges in
maintaining excellent academic, spiritual, and co-curricular programs in today’s environment. Every gift we receive enables us to do
more for our students. Thank you for your support of Catholic education.
Alumni

James Dobrott ’48

Kevin Tichenor ’53

Rose Osika ’57

Margaret Coffey Roach ’40

Patricia Hamilton ’48

Robert Vogel ’53

Frank Murphy ’41

Class of 1949

Ralph Zwetow ’53

James ’57 and Phyllis Locker ’58
Parr

Rosemary Coffey Johnson ’42

Daniel Donoghue ’49

Jose Baca ’54

John Kronenberg ’42
IMO Frank ’51and Nick Kronenberg

John French ’49

Marie Bro ’54

David Gross ’49
IMO Donald Gross ’41

Martha Emerson Keefe ’54
IMO James Keefe ’52

Anne Barbieri Hebert ’49

Class of 1954

Thomas Roach ’43

Robert Kelly ’49
IHO Mark Waddoups ’49

Patrick Allaway ’55

Gertrude Popeney Seastrom ’43

Dee Garesche Merian ’49

Sr. Kathleen Lamia ’55

Robert Bow ’44
IMO Elizabeth Jeanne Bow

Sylvester Pascale ’49

Jacqueline Burkhart Lombardi ’55

Albert Vessa ’49
IMO Gilbert L. ’52 and
Bernard G. ’43 Vessa

Mary Kingsley Olivier ’55

Marion Taylor Allen ’43
Lola Carpenter Hammons ’43
IMO Beverly Carpenter Benenati ’41

Vincent Gross ’44
IMO Donald Gross ’41
Bette Rogerson Smith ’44

Judy Heinecke Pierce ’55

John Hile ’50
IHO The Class of 1950

Mary Elizabeth Gerken Roslansky ’45
IHO The Gerken Family

Mary Ross Kasimatis ’50

Janet Brownlee ’46

Jeanette Larson ’50

Ann Burke Butterfield ’46

Joan Zelarney
IHO Frank Zelarney ’51

Rita Belohlavek Marshall ’46
IMO Robert M. Marshall

James Potter ’54

Katherine Shaughnessy ’46

Charleen Kelly Botsford ’53

Robert Walthour ’46
IMO Joan E. Walthour

John ’53 and Jo Ann Smith ’53
Brennan

George Capp ’47

Robert Otis Burns ’53
IMO all the faculty from ’49 - ’53

Jacqueline Le Ral Coons ’47

Richard Harvin ’53

Leonello Costanzo
IMO Jeanne A. duAime Costanzo ’47

Louise Sloan Lalande ’53
IMO George and Florence Sloan

Rosemary Schuler Dvorak ’47

Barbara Allen Peat ’53

Arthur Verge ’47

Charles Smith ’53

Patricia Shaw Yturralde ’47

Sheila Thornton ’53

St. Monica Catholic High School

Lucy McLaughlin Harrington ’56
IHO Karm Singh
Belinda Burgueno Alba ’57
IMO Edmund and Belen Burgueno
James Clyne ’57
IMO Marcie Glanville ’57 and
Br. Hilary J. Deering
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Gary Hargrave ’58
Kay Martin ’58
Lee Morgan ’58

Class of 1959

Frank Cornell ’56

John Casey ’47

John Castagna ’58
Patricia De Luca ’58

David Smith ’55
IMO Thelma A. Klotz

Mary Morris Bishop ’56
IHO Bonnie Morris ’57

Jack Basham ’53

Des Wassell ’57
IMO Kathleen Tynan Tilton ’57

Joan Santoro ’55

Janice Delp Wiseman ’55

William McGovern ’52

Norma Layton Toole ’57
IMO Ann Finan Sullivan ’57

Martial Thirsk ’58
IMO Jason Thirsk

Adrian ’55 and
Kathleen Henry ’61 Varni

Richard Mootz ’46

John Stark ’57
IMO Pat Young ’57

Kathie Heinecke Bozarth ’59
Patrick De Mendoza ’59
IMO Mauro Stephen De Mendoza ’53
Frederick Dear ’59
James Fuqua ’59
David Grady ’59
IMO Anna, Thomas, and
Vernon Grady
Carol Cooley Hile ’59
Lawrence Specchierla ’59
Geraldine Blanchard Spray ’59
IMO Robert and Ann Blanchard
James Volz ’59
IMO Tom Volz ’61

Jay Henry ’57
IMO Pat Young ’57

Cathryn Hinchey Willmes ’59

Jerome Hull ’57
IMO Edward Courteau ’57

Michael ’60 and
Sheila Rice ’61 Henschel
IMO Mary Ellen Henschel Roys ’61
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Mary Couture Killmond ’60
IMO Peter A. Couture ’62

Robert Klein ’65
IMO Robert F. Klein

Roger Messier ’60
Richard Powers ’60

Patrick McCarthy ’65
IMO Patricia McCarthy

Georgia Simpson ’60

John Simpson ’65

Celeste Diebold Von Der Ahe ’60

Rev. Dennis Smolarski, S.J. ’65

Mary Lynn Spellman West ’60

Louis Strauss ’65

David Buschelman ’61

Michael Wagner ’65

Patricia Capp Giles ’61

Lynn Grier ’66

Mary Stephan Grim ’61

James Mallen ’66

Mary Jo Hanley ’61

Robert Barron ’67

George ’61 and
Mavis Schoenfelder ’61 Holguin

Michael Engler ’67

Bonnie Crooks Kramer ’61
IMO Hugh Crooks ’64
John McCloskey ’61
Karen Hettymansperger O'Neal ’61
Kenneth Paddock ’61
Charles Russell ’61
Tina Lennon Boehle ’62
Robert Burch ’62

Gilbert Gamboa ’67
IMO Mr. Larry Gabriel

Carrie Estelle Doheny scholarship recipients

Victoria Millett Ramirez ’67
Kristine Cerminaro Cimmy ’68
IMO Fred R. and Anna R.
Cerminaro Cimmy

Cathy Dooley Conners ’77

Giorgi Centeno ’06

Andre Cronthall ’77

Christopher Boe ’09

George Leis ’77

Barbara Cresto Cosindas ’68
IMO Shirley Nolan Cresto ’39

Kathleen Peiffer Pickett ’77

Kairos Scholarship Fund

Virginia Gallegos Hazlewood ’68

Michelle Broneau Prichard ’77
IMO Virginia Broneau

Jennifer Ogasawara ’98

John Hummer ’68
IHO Mr. and Mrs. John and
Carol Hummer

Hugo Fernandez ’98

Timothy Rood ’77

Tiffany Boe ’00

Andrew Valdivia ’77

Crystal LeBouf ’00

William Kenney ’68

Diana Garcia Ferrarin ’78

Caroline Ogasawara ’00

Timothy Delfino ’69

Christopher Petro ’78

Daniel Flores ’01

Barbara Tarrats Soll ’62

Bonnie Mott Etz ’69
IMO Celeste Clark ’69

Georgette McCarthy Caplan ’79
IMO Maurice P. Valdivia ’79

Herbert Williamson ’62

Josephine McDade Vaudagna ’69

Peter Shepherd ’80

Class of 1969

Judith Romo Lopez ’81
IMO Dionisio Romo

Alfred Fabiano ’62
Joseph Haworth ’62
IMO Tom Joyce ’62 and
the Great Anchor Caper
Michael Newton ’62

Anonymous ’63
IMO Mary Baker ’63
Kenneth Dugan ’63
Ray Fleming ’63
IMO the parents of Elli Hanley ’63
Laurie Forrest ’63
Martin Miller ’63
James Ortale ’63
Sharon Milliken Ortale ’63
IMO Louise Thornton Malloy from
friends of the Class of ’63
Richard O'Toole ’63

Sheila McMorrow Geraty ’70

Suzanne Verge ’81

George Centeno ’71
David Kruzek ’71
Mary Ann Butler Neal ’71
Deborah Farron Bourget ’72
Michael Navarette ’72
Deborah Hile Saenz ’72
Vincent Scipioni ’72
Tony Luca ’73

Lindsay Allen ’02
Tim Grumbach ’02
Thomas Walter ’02
Victoria Wilson-Perry ’02
James Haley ’04
Jill Carreon ’05

Peter Petro ’82
IMO Dale Currier ’82

Christine Ogasawara ’05

Robert Calvo ’83

Alejandro Padilla ’05

Robert Fleischer ’83

Elmer Pineda ’05

Lori Smith Miller ’83

Helen Samayoa ’06

Sabine Schlosser-Cobus ’83
IMO Michael Courtright

Hilary Beringhele ’08
Adam Nye ’08

Ed ’84 and Sharlene Russell ’83
Stokx

Christopher Boe ’09

Jesus Baquiax ’09

Louann Crooks Pedersen ’63

Carolyn Cragin Duncan ’74
IMO Ernestine Pinedo ’74

Bryony Atkinson ’86

Christopher Mather ’09

Robert Proctor ’63

Iwalani Wolters Harris ’74

Matthew Duffy ’86

Donald ’74 and Kathryn Kroll ’74
Hutchison

Jessica Obrien ’09

John Scott ’63

Heather Wood ’86

Kevin McCardle

Samuel Romo ’87

Angel and Linda Rangel

Francis Bolan ’64
Paul Daspit ’64
Richard Havel ’64
Mark Stong ’64
IMO Paul Malloy, Hugh Crooks ’64,
and Tony Albanese ’64
Molly Mallen Allred ’65

Donna Dooley Aiello ’75

Emma Castillo ’88

Cynthia LeDuff Clark ’75
Dianna Pfeifer Drucker ’75
Charles Pope ’75

Scott Holguin ’88

Parents

Melinda Holguin McIntosh ’89

Grayling and Kedest Alemayehu

Jason Boe ’97

Adriana Amador

Christopher Sharpe ’75
Stephen Yarbrough ’75

Lawrence Ayre ’65

Philip Barber ’76

Melinda Delp ’65

Lydia Silva ’76

Sharon Yajima ’98

Michelle Anglade

Matthew Blamires-Romleski ’00

Rodney and Anna Aratani

Tiffany Boe ’00

Steven and Norma Ball

Thomas Walter ’02

Peggy and Mark Boe

Michael Becerra ’77

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Catholic Education Foundation
scholarship recipients

Partners in Mission
Karl and Peggy Brewer

Alan and Tina Llorens

Foundations and Friends

Jeffrey and Christine Campbell

James and Dana Locke

Archdiocese of Los Angeles

John and Madelen Capiro

Joseph and Alicia Maher

Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation

St. Monica Catholic

Rodolphe and Paula Chagoury

Jack Mikolajczyk

Catholic Education Foundation

High School Mission

Thomas and Susan Curran

Dr. Inki and Mrs. Kay Min

George H. Mayr Foundation

Charles and Carol Dailey

Pasquale and Anna Morra

Margaret and John Given

Chuck Davis

Anastasios and Vera Nestoras

Kristen Hemenez and James Clark

William and Patricia Dawson

Douglas and Alice Nicolson

Kyoko Ito

Stephen and Marsha Day

Dora O'Brien

Jesus and Herminia Diaz

Leticia Olivera

John H. and Amy Bowles Lawrence
Foundation

Allen and Annie DiGioia

Jose and Maria Paredes

Sherri Kamkar-Talai

Kevin and Silvia Dretzka
Jack and Paula Drutz

Michael Partyka and
Sandra Alvarenga

Richard P. Weber Trust

Helmut and Azucena Elmann

Ms. Wendy Pearson

Piedad Robertson

Thomas Everett

Kunnathu and Indira Premrajan

Dr. Lawrence Ryan
Sal Gutierrez Foundation

Janet Kelley

Stuart and Mia Farber

Wayne and Aphornnet Pridgen

Joel and Pamela Fischer

George Putman and Linda Azarone

Jeanette Trepp

Ronald and Tracey Fitzgerald

Richard Reed

Wells Fargo Foundation

John and Happy Garacochea

Andrew and Danielle Schlei

Dominic and Diana Garcia

Paul and Deborah Sczudlo

William E. and Cynthia L. Simon
Foundation

Ayele Girmachew and
Elizabeth Teshome

Fereidon Shemirani

William H. Hannon Foundation

Harold and Christy Simpson
Matching Gift Programs

Humberto and Mercedes Grossi

SMCHS Parent Association
Executive Board

Bob Gunnell

Michael and Patricia Smith

Boeing

Lori Hovorka

Lorena Vasquez

Wells Fargo Community Support
Campaign

Gary and Aurelia Gonzalez

Carlos and Maria Jaen

Steven and Barbara Vernon

Vladimir and Maritza Jimenez

Robert and Maria Wade

Carl and Mary Johnson

John Waggoner and
Philippa Drennan

Evelyn Karr
Darrylynn Kaun
Kyle Kimbrough and
Marcia Gonzales-Kimbrough

Bank of America

IHO = In Honor Of
IMO – In Memory Of

Parris and Jennifer Ward
Steven and Debra Wheelon
Robert and Karen White

Pamela Kirst
Paul and Nan Heard
Samuel and Eileen Lagana
Kelvin Sai Man Lee

We apologize for any errors or
omissions. Every effort is made to
print all names accurately. Please
contact the Advancement Office to
make any corrections.

Statement
St. Monica Catholic High
School is a coeducational,
parish high school that
provides a college
preparatory curriculum for
students of diverse
abilities, cultures, and
faiths. Guided by gospel
values, we affirm and
respect the dignity of each
member of our school
community. We provide a
faith-based education that
values academic
achievement and Christian
service. Our school family
cultivates strength of
character, intellectual
curiosity, and love of God
and others. In
collaboration with parents
and the parish community,
our mission is to graduate
students who are inspired
by faith, intellectually
enriched, and integrated as
individuals.

Constance Letendre

St. Monica Catholic High School
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St. Monica Catholic High School

2010 Annual Golf Classic
Monday, May 24, 2010

10am Registration • 12pm Shotgun Start
REGISTRATION FORM
Individual Player - $175* Foursome - $650*
*Registration fee if paid by May 10, 2010. After May 10: Individual $200, Foursome $750

Playing fees include green fees, cart with GPS, practice balls, box lunch, on-course beverages, awards, and dinner
For players without established handicaps, please make an HONEST guess!
Individual Players will be paired by the committee.
Player 1 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
Player 2 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
Player 3 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
Player 4 Name: _____________________________________________________________Handicap _______
Phone ________________________________E-mail ______________________________Shirt Size _______
PAYMENT METHOD:
Check(s) (payable to St. Monica Catholic High School)
Visa MasterCard
CC Number___________________________________________________Exp _______Amount $ ___________
Cardholder Name___________________________Signature _____________________________Date:_________
Phone ____________________________________Email _____________________________________________
Mail form to:
St. Monica Catholic High School
Attn: Alex Chacon
1030 Lincoln Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403
or
Fax form to:
(310) 458-1353
attn: Alex Chacon

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Class of 1949
Mary Kazmer, reunion co-chair writes, “We
celebrated our 60th reunion a bit tardily in
January, 2010 in Cantwell Auditorium
where, as students, we held assemblies,
dances, and proms. Somehow it seemed
somewhat small to us this time!” Pictured
are the members of the Class of ’49.

Class Reunions
Reunion Updates
Class of 1954
The Class of ’54 celebrated their 55th reunion on Saturday, October 3,
2009, with a dinner in the Trepp Center on the St. Monica campus.
Marie Bro, Martha
Emerson Keefe, Sally
Donnally Donlan, Mary
Pat Michaels Paddock,
and Margaret Sprigg
Horst

Mike Cooley, Frank Specchierla, Dave Curry, Jim Ryan, Terry Court,
football coach Emil Wroblicky, Mike Smith, and Gordon Bricken (kneeling)
Audrey Asbridge LaGrand ’53 and Sylvia
Asbridge Ewins ’54

Class of 1969

Class of 1969 Reunion attendees - Back row: Bonnie Mott
Etz, Patty Barron Hagarty, Mary Quisito Gallup, Jim
Blaschke, Ann Hummer Montgomery, Marcus
Sinclair, Silvia Schewnert Schwindt. Middle row:
Sheila McCarthy Rindge, Linda Laborde, Debbie
Nesset Emprey, Maria Drozdowska Carnes, Cece
McIntyre Niemczyk, Rolanda Haddad Keryakos,
Marie Daspit Hammer. Front row: Sue Stangl, Kathy
Akerblom Keller, Paul Larkin and Marion Drago Plato

St. Monica Catholic High School

“40 Years, 40 Dollars - yes, a dollar a year was the price for paidin-advance attendees of the Class of ’69's 40th Reunion! To kick
off the weekend, about 20 classmates and guests met for cocktails
and snacks on Friday evening at Bodega Wine Bar in Santa
Monica. The venue allowed attendees to reconnect with a smaller
group before the big event. Some classmates attended Saturday
evening Mass at St. Monica’s where they were recognized from
the pulpit. Then 76 classmates and guests gathered in Cantwell
Auditorium for a great evening of talking, reminiscing, Mexican
food, drinks and 60’s music. Everyone was having so much fun;
many stayed until the bitter end, with some continuing the party
elsewhere until the wee hours. The next morning, a group of
about 30 participated in a brunch at the home of Sue Stangl in
Santa Monica, giving them a chance to spend more quality time
with old friends before going their separate ways once again.
Alumni came from as far away as Massachsetts and Florida and as
close as 7 blocks from St Mo's! Yes, it sounds corny, but the
reunion was an amazing event, and there will definitely be a 50th,
and maybe a 45th. Photos, videos and other information for
attendees and those who were unable to attend, can be found at
www.classreport.org/usa/ca/santa_monica/smchs/1969/”
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Class of 1979

Paul Klima, Lisa Sturges Roed,
Mike Peiffer and Greg Romero

On Saturday, September 26th, 2009, the class of ’79
celebrated their 30th reunion, poolside at the Custom Hotel
in Westchester. Classmates from Hawaii, Arkansas, Venice
and elsewhere resumed the conversations that had been
interrupted by 30 years of semi-responsible behavior!
Everyone looked marvelous and happy and all contributed
to making this a heck of a party. By 1:00AM we were
ordered to disperse and went our separate ways, but we will
always be bound together by the great memories we made at St.
Monica. Thanks to all that attended, including our friends from
the classes of ’77 through ’81, and a special thanks to Monica
Mallen, Roger Grant, Nadine Thompson, Darren LeBlanc and
Leslie Valdivia (official class photographer) for making this a
truly special occasion. We’ll reconvene in 2019 or before.

Don Burke, Henry & Cindy Agostinelli Mateo, Patty Logue
Yonkers, Allison and Peter Braunstein

Roger Grant, Robert & Beth Christian,
Julie and Mike McClean
Maureen Fitzsimmons Frontino, Mary
Burzdak Edwards, Monica Mallen and
Carolina Escobedo Albert

Jackie Sisson, Elvira Padilla, Joe Valdez and
Martin Rudolph

Party on Mariners! (L-R) Nadine Thompson
Wright, Leslie Valdivia, Kelly Horrigan '80,
Ann Marie Sharpe Thompson '78, Maryann
Santora, Stephanie Valdivia Grande '77,
Darrin LeBlanc, Jackie Burke Carswell and
Greg Nelson

Class of 1989
Dominic
Castillo and
Mr. Castillo

The St. Monica High Class of 1989 had its 20th-year reunion celebration on Saturday,
October 3, 2009 in Il Moro Ristorante in West L. A. From 6 PM till midnight, over 70
classmates, faculty and guests took a fun-filled trip down memory lane and rocked the Il
Moro over drinks and a scrumptious Italian buffet dinner. The festivities didn't end
there as several guests spilled into Westwood for after-party activities.
Many thanks to our Reunion Committee (which also includes Vickie Allande, Patty
Burke, Angelica Abiog, Kim Hocker, Ruth Manley, Donovan Green and Cito Cabale)
for all their help in making our 20th reunion party a bash to remember! We’d also like to
extend our gratitude to those classmates who traveled from afar to partake in this
memorable event. The 20th reunion was such a great
success that there are already talks of having a 25th reunion!
So please keep the St. Monica Catholic High School
Alumni Office posted on any address or email changes.
Best regards,

Joel Gomez, Dena
Pacitti and Angelica
Abiog

Marilee (Capawan) Poirier, 20th H.S. Reunion Organizer

Vickie Allande, Marilee Capawan,
Michael Dunford, Ruth Manley and
Elinor Levinthal

Kristy Cruz, Kelly Guajardo, Maribel
Romero, Angela Hudson and Kristina
Hernandez

Carmelo Restifo,
Chris Wilde

Ricky Garcia,
Marilee Capawan,
Cito Cabale and
Gabrielle Siemion

Bill Roe, Taurus Hamilton
and Donovan Green

St. Monica Catholic High School

Mike Whitehead and
David Gadelha
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David
Bambrick
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Ann Barbieri Hebert ’49 and
her daughter Leanne enjoyed
visiting the St. Monica campus
this fall. Ann’s class celebrated
their 60th reunion on the St.
Monica campus in January.

Alumni Updates
The 1940’s
Gertrude “Poppy” Seastrom writes: “The “Girls of “43” look
forward to “catching up” at our annual get-together each year. In
June we met for lunch in Oceanside. Those able to attend were
Lola Carpenter Hammons from Pleasant Hill, Marion Taylor
Allen from Coronado, Mary Joyce Roletti Huston from Laguna
Woods, Poppy Popeny Seastrom from South Pasadena and
Elaine Grant Martin from Oceanside. We are already planning
our 2010 luncheon.”
Betty O’Brien (Pat) Miller ’46 sent in news from the Class of
’46. “Four graduates from the Class of ’46 met for lunch
recently. They were Katherine Shaughnessy, Jackie Gainey
Hagar, Pat Halloran Kinsella and myself, Betty O’Brien
Miller. Among other things we talked about were the “old days”
at St. Monica’s! We missed Marge Titus Walker who was
unable to join us.” Betty also wrote that she and Anastatia
Rogers Franklin ’56 sing together at St. Anne’s and
Transfiguration Catholic churches. Betty welcomed her five
children to a family reunion this past Christmas. All of the
Millers graduated from St. Monica’s including Betty O’Brien
Miller ’46, Mico Miller ’69, Clay Miller ’70, Naola Miller
Vershay ’72, Kelly Miller Zimmerman ’74, and Phoebe Miller
Herron ’76.
John Casey,
Peggy Tryker
Daniels, Chuck
Daniels ’48 and
Al Vessa visit at
the 60th reunion
of the Class of
1949.

The 1950’s
Joanne Jermane Tegeler ’52
and her brother Jim Jermane
’58 were recent visitors at a
Mariner vs Bosco Tech
basketball game on the St.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Monica campus. Joanne and Jim were there to watch Joanne’s
great-grandson, who plays for Bosco Tech. Jim was visiting
from Idaho. Jim, Joanne, and her daughter Corey enjoyed
visiting with St. Monica teachers and Boys’ Varsity Basketball
coach, Mr. Tony Depa.
Bill McGovern ’52 moved in October ’09 from Mercer Island,
Washington to Carlsbad, California to be closer to his daughter
and grandchildren. Granddaughter Heather Myers is a news
anchor on Channel 6 TV in San Diego. Bill’s wife, Mary
Trowbridge McGovern ’53 died on January 8, 2007.
We wrote in the Fall 2008
Ancient Mariner the “small
world” story of Victor
Johnston ’53 and Carole
Grobon Johnston ’54
vacationing in Mammoth
Lakes, California with their
family at the same
condominium complex as the SMCHS Rainbow Rider choral
group (in Mammoth for their annual retreat). Pictured is Mr. Ed
Archer, St. Monica Rainbow Rider Director, Carole, and Victor
after the Rainbow Rider performance.
Cy Baumann ’55, second
from left, runs the L.A.
Marathon with his family.
From left, his
granddaughter, Ali Nieblas,
daughter, Mary Bacskai
and granddaughter,
Whitney Baumann. Cy’s
family and friends (pictured right)
were there to cheer him on as he
approached mile 22 at the L.A.
Marathon. Cy is a retired aerospace
engineer from Irvine. This year he
was joined in segments by 10 of his
13 grandchildren. His two
granddaughters (pictured above) ran
the whole race with him.
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Dorothy Santoro
Barrett ’58 and
her husband,
Donald (pictured
right), celebrated
their 50th
Wedding
Anniversay on
January 23, 2010.
They reside in Las
Vegas, Nevada.

The 1960’s
Tom Tiettmeyer ’63 is involved with
Souper Bowl of Caring Campaign, a
program that teaches young people about
hunger and homelessness in our
communities. Tom is an ambassador for
Souper Bowl of Caring in Southern
California and started Adopt a Program
which raises money for good causes in
the community and for Catholic Relief
Funds. You can see more about this
program at www.souperbowl.org.

Spring 2010

The 1970’s
Due to
weather
issues in
January of
this year, the
junior class
retreat was
moved from
Palomar
Mountain to
Mission San
Luis Rey Retreat Center. Campus
Minister Siobhan O’Neill ’00 was happy
to discover that the mission executive
director was St. Monica alumnus, Br. Jim
Lockman, ofm ’70. Br. Jim will be
celebrating his 40th reunion from St.
Monica this fall and Ms. O’Neill will be
celebrating her 10th reunion.
Sharon Reyes-Siebuhr ’71 sent in
pictures from some recent get-togethers.

Several alums of the Class of ’63 (photo
below) enjoyed a luncheon together
recently.

Award for their
instrumental
contributions
toward enacting
ammunition
regulation for the
people of
California. In
addition to their
involvement with
the Brady Center,
Suzanne and Jeff
remain very
involved in the St. Monica Catholic
Community, serving on the St. Monica
Schools Capital Campaign Committee.
Their daughter, Riley Peak, will be
joining the Mariner community as a
member of the Class of ’14. ESPN
Analyst and retired NFL Pro, Marcullus
Wiley ’92 (pictured with Suzanne), was
named 2009 recipient of the Advocate
Award by the Brady Center to Prevent
Gun Violence for his activism and
dedication to raising awareness about
reducing gun violence. The Compton,
California native and former 10-year
NFL defensive end was exposed to the
danger of gun violence as a youngster,
and he remains committed today to doing
his part to help bring an end to gun
violence.

The 1990’s
Trip to Ojai, CA – L to R: Virginia Lennon ’68,
Barbara Lennon ’71, Joanna Pope ’71
(back row), Janet Laquire ’71, Sharon Reyes ’71,
Debbie Saenz ’71.

Standing: Colleen Hughes Trujillo, Marilyn
Sullivan Brackett, and Kathy Johnston Lewis.
Seated is Nancy Rizzo Vondrasek.

Kristine (Cerminaro) Cimmy has been
working part-time at a senior adult
daycare center and as an artist too. “I
keep in touch with my dear friends,
classmates Virginia Lennon ’68, Patti
Edward Mira ’68, Marilyn Fitzgerald
’68, Kathy Creighton Cappasola ’68,
Jane Saporito Stucker ’68, and Helga
Sauer Schlauch ’67. I live in Florida,
but miss the Santa Monica area and
would like to return there someday.”

St. Monica Catholic High School

The 1980’s

Mike Layman ’92 (above right) is the
proud father of Ryan (6) and Chiara (4).
He is still working at Disneyland Resort
and is one of six technical directors
involved in the creation and installation
of Disney’s World of Color water show
that will open in June. In his spare time
he coaches Ryan’s Pony Ball team.

California Activist Suzanne Verge ’81
and her husband Jeffrey Peak were
honored with the Sarah Brady Visionary

Monica Layman Moore ’94 (above
left) is enjoying being mom to Calvin

Woodstock Night – L to R: Barbara Blazer ’71,
Barbara Coda ’71, Debbie Saenz ’71, Sharon
Reyes ’71, Barbara Lennon ’71, Rosemary Coda
’70, Monique Baron ’71.
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Alan Quon ’00 and principal Thom Gasper
visit during Homecoming Week festivities

Alumni Updates
(18 months). She and her husband, Matt, are anticipating the
arrival of their second child at the end of April. Monica is
currently program director for WISE Day Care Services in Santa
Monica and is also a member of the Santa Monica Older Adult
Task Force. Mike and Monica are pictured with their parents
Andy and Rose Marie Caruso ’68 Layman.
Karen Pagtama ’97 and
SMCHS principal Thom
Gasper are pictured at a
recent filming of a wellknown reality competition
show held on the St. Monica
campus. Karen is a
production assistant for
Magical Elves Production
Company. Due to a
confidentiality agreement,
more information on this event will have to wait for the next
issue of the Ancient Mariner!
CORRECTION: On
Page 10 of the Fall
2009 Ancient
Mariner, the photo of
Armond and Amanda
Nieto ’99 Seretti was
incorrectly captioned
Armond and Amanda
Steve ’99 and Michelle
as Steven ’99 and
Nieto ’99 Seretti
Michelle Demuth ’99 Demuth ’99 Hubbell
Hubbell. We apologize for the error and are happy to include
pictures of all of these alumni, captioned correctly, above.

The 2000’s
Krista Chauff ’00 and Ernesto Tellez are planning a May 15,

2010 wedding. Krista, a graduate of California State University
Long Beach, is a 6th grade teacher in the ABC Unified School
District in Artesia, California.

The Class of 2010
Hilary Beringhele ’08 writes: “I would
like to congratulate my brother Tony
Beringhele ’10, (pictured right) as he
prepares to become the newest Mariner
graduate in our family. Mom and I love
you ‘T’! Way to go!!”
Senior Jordan Long ’10 earned honorable mention and a $250
scholarship as part of The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside
Coalition annual celebration in honor of the late civil rights
leader. This year the event was themed, “For Hope to Become a
Reality, We All Must Do Our Share. Jordan’s thought-provoking
poem on one of King’s six principles of non-violence was one of
four entries selected for scholarship money.
SMCHS seniors Taylor
Yoshitake ’10 and Danielle
Cullen ’10 have both
received Division 1 athletic
scholarship offers. Taylor is
looking forward to the great
collegiate competition on
the west coast and believes
that her golfing experience
at Cal Poly will be sure to
provide the opportunity for a potential professional golf career.
Danielle, a member of the Girls’ Softball team since 9th grade,
received a total of five scholarship offers and has verbally
committed to an academic and athletic scholarship to attend
LaSalle University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

"HOOPS by the BEACH" Basketball Camp • August 2 to 5, 8:30AM -12:30PM
Tony Depa, SMCHS’s Varsity Boys’ basketball coach is offering his 2nd annual “Hoops by the Beach” basketball camp
this summer. Open to boys and girls entering grades 5 to 9. Incoming 9th graders must be enrolled at SMCHS.
St. Monica Catholic High School Gymnasium, 1030 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403 • Cost: $120
Please contact Tony Depa at tonydepa@hotmail.com or (337) 319-0589 for a camp brochure or additional information.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Upcoming 2010 Anniversary Reunions
Class of 1960
Come join the fun and memories! The Class of ’60 will be
celebrating their “Fifty Year Reunion” with a social, buffet meal,
and cocktails on Saturday, October 2, 2010 at 6pm at the Holiday
Inn Irvine Spectrum, Lake Forest, CA (near John Wayne Airport
(SNA) Orange County). Discounted room rates are available for
classmates. Event price of $60 each is due by September 1,
2010. Contact: Judy McNay Fleenor, Reunion Event Planner,
at marinergal.1960@yahoo.com; Barbara Waring Lillis,
Reunion Treasurer, at Stuffpuff@aol.com or (310) 477-6135; and
Michael Bucher, Class Website at zoologuy@gmail.com.

Class of 1970
“The Class of '70 will celebrate their 40th reunion on Saturday,
August 7th with an afternoon tour of the school and a banquet
that evening at the 94th Aero Squadron restaurant. The next day,
Sunday, August 8th, the class will gather for a class picnic.
Invitations have been sent including all the details but there is
still plenty of time to get on board. Please contact Larry Boone
at (310) 204-1838. Please note: The St. Monica Catholic High
School Alumni web-site is the only web-site connected with the
Class of '70, 40 year reunion.”

planned for Monday, June 7 to Friday, June 11, 2010. The ship
will sail from the Port of Long Beach on Monday, June 7, to
Ensenada, Mexico, and return to Long Beach on June 11. There
will also be a stop at Avalon Harbor on Catalina Island. Contact
contact Natalie at WhyNotTravel, (818) 718-9031 or
natalie@whynottravel.net or Toni Colello Charlton is at (805)
497-3231 or (805) 559-7141. The final payment is due on or
before April 8, 2010.”

Class of 1975
35th Reunion - Come back to St. Monica's for an “evening to
remember” at our 35th high school reunion on Saturday, July
17th from 7:00 -11:30 p.m. at Cantwell Auditorium. Come
casual & comfortable. If you have not already been contacted
and would like to attend, please contact June Nitti Nealeigh at
blkhrse@earthlink.net or (818) 594-0648.

Rainbow Rider Rome 2000 Reunion
The 10 year reunion of the Rainbow Rider Rome is fast
approaching! Save the date – Saturday, June 5th from 3-6pm at
the home of Andy and Rose Marie Layman. Please email
soneill@stmonicahs.net with any questions or if you would like
to help with this wonderful reunion!
IF ANY OTHER CLASSES ARE WORKING ON REUNIONS
FOR ANY YEARS, PLEASE LET THE ALUMNI OFFICE
KNOW SO THAT WE CAN INCLUDE THE INFORMATION IN
UPCOMING COMMUNICATIONS.

Class of 1980
Reunion committee needed

Class of 1990
The Class of ’90 is beginning to plan for their 20th reunion.
Contact Kathy Bailey Cunningham at kathybc34@gmail.com
or (310) 722-0355 for more information.

Ancient Mariner

Class of 2000
The Class of 2000 is beginning to plan for their 10th reunion.
Contact Alan Quon at alan@alanquon.com or Calvin Chow at
calvin.chow@platinumstudios.com for more information. The
Class of 2000 has a Facebook group which can be found at
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=154907168053.
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Class of 1955
“Planning is underway to celebrate the 55th anniversary of our
graduation from St.Monica's High School, coming up in June.
On Sunday, June 6, 2010, come and join the party from 1:00 to
5:00 p.m. There will be a Mexican Fiesta at Mary Olivier's, with
a catered deluxe dinner served at 3:30 p.m. There will be a DJ
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., playing dance music from the 1950s, and
a dance floor to dance on for classmates who can still sway in
time with the music! Wear casual clothes, please. Mary has
planned our celebration to be a fun and festive day, and the cost
is $20.00 per person, all-inclusive, for the party on Sunday, June
6. Please send your picnic reservation and money to Pat Hoover
by April 15. A 5-day mini-cruise on Carnival Paradise is

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Director of Alumni Relations
Diane Mayer ’73
(310) 394-3701 Ext. 1416
We welcome submissions of articles, photos, news releases, birth &
wedding announcements and other updates. Please send items to the
school address, attn: Alumni Office or by e-mail to Diane Mayer at
alumni@stmonicahs.net
NEXT DEADLINE: The deadline for submitting items for the next
newsletter is August 1, 2010. The next issue of the Ancient Mariner is
scheduled for Fall 2010.
The Ancient Mariner is sent bulk mail at a 3rd class rate. Delivery can
be expected within 10-15 business days from mailing. Therefore, the
delivery range to different parts of the state and country is variable.
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Prayers and Passings
Please keep the following members of the Mariner Community in your prayers:
PASSINGS

Barbara Glascock Schweitzer ’47 passed away in 2009.

William “Bill” Avitabile ’41 died on December 3, 2009. After
graduation from St. Monica, he attended Loyola University until
he enlisted in the United States Army in 1945. He married his
childhood sweetheart, Maryfrancis St. Peter ’41 on July 9, 1945.
They moved to Santa Barbara in 1954 where they lived and
raised their seven children. Bill and Mary moved to Lompoc,
CA in 1985. Bill was employed by the State of California
Department of Veterans Affairs from 1954 until his retirement.
He was an active member of San Roque Parish and the Bishop
High Dads’ Club. A member of the Knights of Columbus in
both Santa Barbara and Lompoc, he was a past Grand Knight,
and received his 50-year pin in 2008. Bill is survived by his
loving wife, Maryfrancis, seven children, 20 grandchildren, and
5 great-grandchildren.

Leroy E. Young ’51 passed away July 18, 2009 at his home in
West Los Angeles. Leroy was the manager of the St. Monica
football, basketball and baseball teams in 1949, 1950 and 1951.
He attended S.M.C. and U.C.L.A. Leroy worked for the Herald
Examiner in Sports Information for 20 years and in Computer
Operations for another 20 years. He was a confirmed bachelor,
with many friends. Funeral was on July 22 at St. Joan of Arc
with burial at Holy Cross Cemetery. He will be missed by many
and loved by all who knew him. Requiescat in Pace, Leroy.
Submitted by childhood neighbor, classmate, and friend, Adrian
Varni ’55

Father George C. Dennis, S.J. ’41 died on
Sunday, March 7, 2010 at Good Samaritan
Hospital in San Jose. He had been a Jesuit
for 68 years and a priest for 55 years. He
entered the Society of Jesus at Sacred Heart
Novitiate in Los Gatos, Calif., in 1941
shortly after his graduation from St. Monica
Catholic High School. After his ordination to the priesthood in
1954, Fr. Dennis studied in Rome where he received his
doctorate in Byzantine Church History in 1960. Most of his
teaching and scholarly work took place at Catholic University in
Washington D.C. where he was on the faculty from 1966 until
he retired in 2000. He taught courses in medieval and Byzantine
history and Greek paleography. In 1986-87, he was a visiting
professor at the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome. Fr.
Dennis’ list of publications encompasses 8 books and 51
articles in scholarly journals. Upon returning to California in
2001, Fr. Dennis joined the faculty at Loyola Marymount
University as an adjunct professor of history. In 2005 health
issues made it necessary for him to retire to Sacred Heart Jesuit
Center in Los Gatos where he continued his scholarly work in
Byzantine history until his death.
Darlene Colwell, Fr. Dennis’ niece, added, “He received his
diploma from Archbishop Cantwell as well as Monsignor
Conneally. He only had great things to say about St. Monica's
High School.” Fr. Dennis' funeral Mass took place at Sacred
Heart Jesuit Center in Los Gatos on Monday, March 15th.
Donald Gross ’42 passed away on August 23, 2009.
Gertilda Voss Conti ’47 passed away on January 22, 2010.
Upon graduating from St. Monica, she studied piano at Santa
Cecilia Music Conservatory in Rome. Using music as a
universal language, she spearheaded fundraising efforts with the
International Committee in support of the L.A. Philharmonic.
Gertilda is survived by her children, Adriana, Laura, and
Riccardo and seven granddaughters.
Joan Forbes Mulholland ’47 passed away in 2009. Joan
started attending St. Monica’s in first grade.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Lawrence Davies ’54 died on December 26, 2009 at his home,
surrounded by his family. Larry served in the United States
Marine Corps and retired, having 33 years as a colonel. He is
survived by his wife Elaine; daughter Julie Davies-Cannell; and
two grandsons.
Eva Navarette Gusman ’54 passed away on October 6, 2009.
Eva is survived by her son David Gusman ’73.
Harvey Deardorff ’55 passed away in August, 2008.
Carol Hein Rome ’56 passed away on December 23, 2008.
Robert Mammet, Jr. ’57 died suddenly on November 5, 2009,
two years after the death of his beloved wife Barbara Zapp
Mammet ’60. Bob leaves three children, six grandchildren, a
sister, brother, and his mother.
Jeanette Blanchard Paquette ’57 passed away on January 5,
2010, after a long battle with cancer. She was predeceased by
her son, Christopher Paquette, in 1999, and her husband,
Richard Paquette in 2006. Jeanette is survived by her daughter,
Jennifer, and her sister, Geraldine Blanchard Spray ’59.
Jeanette and Geraldine’s parents, Robert and Anna Blanchard,
passed away in June 2007 and August 2009, respectively.
Bill Craighead ’59 passed away on August
26, 2009. He was married to his wife
Brigitte for 43 years. Bill served his country
well for twenty-five years in the Air Force one year in Vietnam and one year in Korea
and retired from Sprint after 17 years. Bill
and Brigitte lived near Sacramento in Citrus
Heights. Bill is also survived by his sister Nancy Craighead
Davis ’61.
Declan Dodd ’60, brother of De De Dodd Logsdon ’63 and
Colleen Dodd Tillemans ’66 passed away in November of 2007.
Annamarie Talunas ’63 passed away on April 1, 2008.
Annamarie was a retired English teacher at Thousand Oaks
High School who enjoyed hiking, sailing, and fishing. She is
survived by her father, William, brother, William, sisters, Joy
’66, Moe ’70, and Christine ’70; children, Summer and Tony
Yim, and Greg and Ginger Gallup; three grandchildren; and
many nieces and nephews.

page 22

www.stmonicahs.org

Ancient Mariner Magazine

Spring 2010

“My dear brother, Stephen H. McIntyre ’68, passed away
unexpectedly on Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 2009. He
leaves behind 14 siblings, (including me, Cecelia McIntyre
Niemczyk ’69, Deborah McIntyre Yamato ’67, and Sandra
McIntyre Williams ’70). He is also survived by four children,
and by his mother, Mary Lee McIntyre. Steve lived in Los
Alamos, NM for the past 10 years and was deeply loved by the
community, especially his many postal customers. We, his
many family members, miss him so much. He was our oldest
brother and we loved him a great deal. May Steve rest in
peace.”
Submitted by Cecelia McIntyre Niemczyk ’69
Maurice (Mickey) Valdivia ’79 passed away on February 15,
2010 from a brain tumor. His easy-going spirit will be missed.
Submitted by Nadine Wright ’79

Faculty member, Pam Mullen, whose mother passed away in
January, 2010.
Dolores Burns ’53 whose husband, Richard Bernd, passed away
on January 2, 2010.
Faculty member, Larry Rodriguez ’70, whose father-in-law
passed away on November 25, 2009.
Faculty member, Tica O’Neill, whose sister, Vicky, passed away
on November 30, 2009.
Sharon Reyes-Siebuhr ’71 and Kathleen Reyes-Kelly ’67,
whose mother, Mildred Reyes, passed away on October 17,
2009.
The Pfeifer Family: Kathi Pfeifer Rothner
’74, Dede Pfeifer Drucker ’75, and Michael,
whose mother, Luanne Pfeifer, died on
October 14, 2009.

Tommy Fernandez, a classmate of the Class of ’96, passed
away on January 17, 2010.
Please remember the following alumni, students, and friends
of St. Monica who have lost loved ones:
Jonathan Hicks ’98, whose mother, Christine Lilly-Hicks, died
on February 25, 2010.

Ancient Mariner Alumni Update Form
Have you moved? Do you have news to share?
A favorite St. Monica memory? We want to
hear from you! Please keep us posted!

Name _______________________________________________________________

Fill out the this form and mail or fax it
to us, or e-mail your information today!
The deadline for the next issue of the Ancient
Mariner magazine is August 1, 2010.

City ___________________________________State_________Zip _____________

ST. MONICA
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Year Graduated _____________________

1030 Lincoln Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403
Phone: 310-394-3701 x1416
Fax: 310-458-1353
E-mail: alumni@stmonicahs.net
Website: www.stmonicahs.org
St. Monica Catholic High School

First

Middle

(Maiden)

Last

Address _____________________________________________________________

Home Phone ________________________Work Phone _______________________
E-mail ______________________________________________________________

News _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Submit photos with your name and address clearly marked on the back.
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