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January has already been a busy month for the school district. On January 3rd the Board of
Education held its annual reorganization meeting. Business Administrator Eloi Richardson
swore in our three newest Board members. Jamie Augustyn (Fieldsboro), Janet Nielsen (City),
and Eileen Francisco-Cabus (Township) were all sworn in for their first terms. Howard Barman,
who was appointed this time last year by the Board, successfully ran for the remaining two years
of his seat and was also sworn into office. Sitting Board members Stephen Heberling was
selected as president and Joshua Fausti was selected as vice president.
After the Board meeting, the snow arrived. This resulted in the district being closed on January
4th and 5th. Fortunately, we had scheduled two additional days into the calendar in case of
snow, so we have not had to make any major revisions to the calendar. There were some minor
modifications which changed the date for the ending of the High School’s first semester and
marking periods throughout the district. School principals will notify parents of any tweaks to the
schedule and hopefully all additional “snow storms” will begin on Friday evenings!
The PAC has been used for two special occasions this month. A well-attended forum was held
to discuss race relations. This forum was moderated by Township Administrator Michael
Theolokis and the panel consisted of Mayor Lynch and Mayor Benowitz, Police Chief Pesce and
Police Chief Miller.
There was also a near capacity crowd for the visiting West Point Band. This visit was organized
by Mayor Lynch with the help of Mayor Benowitz and the BMI Alumni Association. These
“master musicians” worked with our students, prior to the performance, and our award winning
Jazz Ensemble opened the event. It was a fantastic performance by all.

Administration
Dr. Edward J. Forsthoffer III
Superintendent
Mr. Eloi Richardson, CPA
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
Mr. James Lymper
Director of
Curriculum and Instruction
Ms. Vanessa Bekarciak
Director of Special Services

2018
Board of Education
Mr. Stephen Heberling
President
Mr. Joshua Fausti
Vice President
Ms. Jamie Augustyn
Mr. Howard Barman
Mr. Kevin Creegan
Ms. Eileen Francisco-Cabus
Ms. Janet Nielsen
Mr. Salvatore Schiano
Ms. Sylvia Scozzari

(pictured from left to right is Stephen Heberling, Board President, Howard Barman, Janet Nielsen, Eileen FranciscoCabus, Jamie Augustyn, and Dr. Edward Forsthoffer, Superintendent of Schools)

Curriculum and Instruction
Mr. James Lymper, Director and Ms. Michele Henry, Assistant Principal of Curriculum

Page 2

While students began their four-day weekend on January 12, BRSD teachers gathered for a day of professional
learning and collaboration!
The day began with all staff members participating in a keynote
presentation by Olivia Mode-Cater. In order to best serve the
diverse student population of the district, Ms. Mode-Cater
facilitated an informative presentation in which she shared
information about “inclusive intelligence” and the traits of an
inclusive leader. Ms. Mode-Cater led participants through
activities to reflect on themselves and suggested relevant
instructional strategies to assist in fostering a culturally responsive
and inclusive classroom.

Following the presentation on inclusive intelligence, the district
welcomed members of the Bordentown Township Police Department,
Captain Brian Pesce, who is serving currently as the acting chief of
police, and Patrolman Adam Edwards, the school district’s school
resource officer (SRO). Chief Pesce and Patrolman Edwards
discussed the department’s community approach to policing and
various community services and recognition programs that the police
department offers. As the standard motto goes, the Bordentown
Police see their role in the community as one in which they both
“Protect and to Serve!”
During the second half of the day, district staff members split into two groups. Teachers from the middle
school and high school participated in activities that focused on various wellness issues, ranging from trends
in drug use to mindfulness and yoga. At the elementary level, teachers from all three schools had the
opportunity to share insights regarding the first-year of implementation of the FOSS science program.
Through professional dialogue with their colleagues in other buildings and different grade levels, individual
teachers collaborated to elevate the level of science instruction for all elementary students across the district!

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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Bordentown Regional High School
Congratulations to our All Star Athletes!
The following students received All Star status for the 2017 Fall Season at Bordentown Regional High School:
Abigail Gunther
Georgia Demas
Annette Ditolvo
Devon Fitzpatrick
Juliana Stahl
Gillian Baker
Jennifer Zhang
Dylan Williams

Sydney Wieczkowski
John Reichert
Cameron Schroeder
Kevin Cryan
Hector Harris
Sean O’Leary
Reena Zhang
Jenna Lucas

Sean Pedersen
Jayden Bryant
William Jake Schenck
Jacquey Mendez
William Costner
John Schroeder
Rishi Machanpalli
Sophie Carr Olschewski

Congratulations to our BRHS Thespians!
The following members of the BRHS International Thespian Society Troupe 6803 attended the 2018 New Jersey
State Thespian Festival at Robbinsville High School: Evan Braasch, Hannah Vliet, Shannon Hansell, Daria Briggs,
Varun Andrews, Lauren Redwood, Isabella Mayo, Abigayle Harnum, Ave Corbitt, Annissa Richard, and Catherine
Mercantini. These students attended numerous workshops and performed for college and professional theatre judges.
Kudos to all who participated in this festival.
Congratulations are extended to Junior Abigayle Harnum for earning two Superior Medals for her performances in the
Contrasting Monologues and Musical Solo categories and to Senior Catherine Mercantini for representing BRHS as a
performer in the NJ State Thespian Festival's first ever All State Closing Number.

Multicultural Night
On Wednesday, January 17, 2018, the Cultivate Culture Club hosted a Multicultural Night in the Cafeteria that
celebrated the diversity within our school community through food, music, art, and entertainment.

Mr. Bordentown Pageant
On Friday, January 19, 2018, the Student Council hosted its Annual Mr. Bordentown Pageant in the Performing Arts
Center. Nineteen senior males participated in this entertaining event, which consisted of an opening dance performed
by all participants and a series of competitive rounds pertaining to talent, casual wear, swimwear, formal wear, and
question and answer.

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES JANUARY 2018
BRMS Teacher and Educational Services Professional of the Year
Bordentown Regional Middle School's Educational Services Professional of the Year,
Mr. Degnon and Teacher of the Year, Mr. O'Leary.
They both make such a huge impact on our students & staff. We are so proud to
honor and recognize their accomplishment!

STUDENT COUNCIL
Every year, the BRMS Student Council discusses its purpose. Building a positive
climate among our peers at school is always the forefront. These young individuals
focus on making a change. Making school, home, their neighborhood, their town, their
world a better place. This year they demonstrated their abilities to BE that change.
The students collected and donated personal and home necessities, as well as,
children’s needs to Woman Space. The organization provides safe housing for women
and children suffering from domestic abuse.
In addition, this year the Student Council developed an Ugly Holiday Sweater
Contest. Through their participation, the Student Council was able to donate
to The United States War Dogs Association. This organization provides
support to the “Silent Hero”. Members of Student Council presented Layka
and her owner, Bob Thompson, a Veteran, a check during the Ugly Sweater
Assembly. The entire student body met the wonderful “Silent Hero” and
learned how their hard work can and will make a change. “Be the change!”
That day, they saw that they are the “change” the world needs.

IMPACT CLUB
Each year the IMPACT Club hosts an Intergenerational Holiday Tea. Where
we invite local senior citizens to join us for an evening of music, games and a
light buffet dinner. This is an annual tradition started at McFarland Junior
School and proudly continued at BRMS. The students and our guests enjoy
spending time getting to know each other and share this time together.

December Students of the Month:
(Left to Right Clockwise).
Abby Goodrich Elks - 7th
Lawhan Massequoi - 7th
Connor Hirth – 6th
Charissa Oswari - 8th

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News
Happy New Year!! Once a year we have the pleasure of recogizing two staff members that
Demonstrate best practices and who serve the Bordentown students, staff and community.
We are honored to recognize our Teacher of the Year and Educational Service Professional of
the year for 2017-2018.
Congratulations to Mrs. Julie McCall, 4th grade teacher, as Teacher of the Year and Congratulations to Mr. Mike Priano,
school psychologist, as Educational Service Professional of the Year for 2017-2018.

MIS is fortunate to have both professionals that inspire students of all backgrounds and abilities to be the best they can
be. Thank you for providing the best academic settings for all students while demonstrating leadership and innovation
inside and outside the classroom.
Future Chefs Finalists and Geography Bee Finalist : Congratulations to our Future Chefs, Leah Hickman, Dylan
Potavin, Emmerson Magby, we are looking forward to a delicious cook off. Congratulations to our 2017-2018
Geograpgy Bee Winner Jack Platt and runner up Brianna Servello. All the finalist did an amazing job!

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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Happy New Year from Clara Barton School!

On behalf of Clara Barton, we would like to congratulate our 2017-2018 Teacher of the Year and Educational Service
Professional of the Year. We are so pleased to have such dedicated, inspiring and outstanding staff members represent the
excellence of CBS for Burlington County. It is an honor to have them recognized for their exceptional work with our students.
Mrs. Cain is a second grade special education teacher and Mrs. Finn is our Speech Therapist and part of our Child Study
Team. The staff, students, and parents of Clara Barton are overjoyed to honor these two special staff members. Please
congratulate them when you see them!

Emily Cain 2017-2018
Teacher of the Year

Courtney Finn 2017-2018
Educational Services Professional of the Year

Congratulations to our student chefs. Sodexo opened a contest for young chefs and three CBS students were chosen to
represent Clara Barton and compete with their healthy recipes. Congratulations, Madison, Dean, and Sammie!

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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PMES Kindergarten Students Extend Their Reading Skills Through Acting
During readers’ workshop, Mrs. Monaghan’s kindergarten class is learning that readers can act out
stories. We read one of our favorites by Jan Brett, The Mitten. The kindergarteners have chosen
their parts, are practicing acting out the story and reading parts with a script; this is called readers’
theatre. Although this is quite similar to a play, the "actors" read their lines from a script instead of memorizing
them. This helps to build fluency in reading. We're so excited to perform our Mitten Readers’ Theatre for some of our
friends here at PMES!

Teachers Honored At Peter Muschal Elementary School
Peter Muschal School recently recognized two staff members as their Teacher and Educational Services professionals
of the year. This year’s recipients were Mrs. Lori Monaghan (Teacher of the Year) and Ms. Chelsea Kehr (Ed. Services
Professional of the Year). Mrs. Monaghan has been employed at Peter Muschal for eight years and is currently a
kindergarten teacher. One parent noted that Mrs. Monaghan has influenced her child’s life in a positive way and he still
talks about Mrs. Monaghan in 1st grade. Another parent remarked that one of Mrs. Monaghan’s best qualities is the
care and concern she shows for all students both in and out of the classroom, stating, “She generates a huge amount
of excitement about learning and the students just love being in her class.” Mrs. Monaghan was noted as one who
communicates clearly with parents in an open and supportive manner. She was also recognized for the strong
academic gains her students are able to make throughout the course of the school year.
Ms. Kehr has been employed at PMES for the past two
years as a speech therapist. Parents said of Ms. Kehr,
her work on behalf of students is amazing, “our son is
talking more and more each day” and we are very
grateful for her hard work and perseverance.” Another
stated that Ms. Kehr was instrumental in the continued
growth and development of her son and that his speech,
manners and motor skills all improved dramatically.
We are pleased and proud to recognize these two
individuals at Peter Muschal School.

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
January 3 – Re-Organization Board of Education Meeting
January 12 – Staff In-Service – No school for all students
January 15 – Martin Luther King, Jr – SCHOOL CLOSED
January 24 – Board of Education Meeting

Next Month
February 7 – Board of Education Meeting
February 19 – President’s Day – SCHOOL CLOSED
February 21 – Board of Education Meeting

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically.
Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true education.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

