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Interact Shines at Rotary

Last Thursday, five Interact students and Ms. Cochran were featured at the Paterson
Rotary Club meeting. Tara Mott addressed the club and described her RYLA (Rotary
Youth Leadership Awards) experience. The other four Interact students, Jagger
Defenza, David Caraccio, Julia Herrera, and Summer Watkins, presented a slide show
about the history of Manchester’s Interact Club and described projects they completed
over the years and are doing now. All of our students were very articulate and
represented the school very well.
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Choir and Band Take Show to Schools
The choir and band traveled to High Mountain School and Haledon Public School last
Thursday where they performed seasonal music. They were well received at both
schools, and Mr. Merino and Ms. Persenaire extolled Manchester Regional High School,
telling the students at each school how much we would like to have them not only in
our music program, but as students involved in all of our activities. They are
performing for the Haledon Senior Citizens and the Prospect Park School this week.
(Pictured below are choir and drum line performing for students at High Mountain
School in North Haledon.)

November Students of the Month
November students of the month were honored this week for being great community
members for kindness, support of others, and for helpfulness to teachers and students.
They are (left to right) Dustin Lewicki, Grade 10; Kasey Mott, Grade 9; Talha Ahmed, Grade
12; and Amonte Simmons, Grade 11. Congratulations!

MRHS Inspiration Returns
On Wednesday, November 23, MRHS alum and former North Haledon student Jorge
Dyksen addressed all of the driver education classes and demonstrated his car, which
has retrofitted for him. Jorge, a 2015 graduate of Manchester, lost his arms and legs at
14 years old. After demonstrating his car to each driver ed class, he then explained
how he learned to drive. He also answered questions about the car, about how he
functions as well as most people who have arms and legs, and about his experience at
Manchester where he also participated in soccer and bowling,
where he even scored
a 200 game. Jorge is currently a second year student at Bergen County Community
College.

Fairleigh Dickinson Instant Decision Day

The Falcons’ Lounge hosted Farleigh Dickinson University for an Instant Decision Day
on Wednesday, December 7, 2016. Six seniors participated, and all were accepted!
Congratulations to Arwa Ensour, Rosa Gutierrez, Annette Santander, Andrea
Almendarez, Bryan Campos, and Melanie Escudero!

Sophomores Edge Out Freshmen for Attendance Award
The monthly attendance award for the class with the best attendance is in full
swing. The freshman class, which won the first two months, was edged out by the
sophomore class in November. Sophomores, 93.2%; freshmen, 93.1%; juniors, 92.6%,
and seniors, 90.6%. A bright note is that the senior class improved from 89.1% last
month. Competition is heating up. The sophomore class celebrated their win with a
dress down day, Monday, December 5. Which class will win December?!

Blood Drive Nets 50 Pints
On Wednesday, December 7, the semiannual Blood Drive was held. Sixty five students
and staff signed up to donate blood. Fifty pints of blood were collected. Thank you to
all of the donors. Pictured below, Brizhane Jackson.

Cultural Sensitivity Presentation
The Falcon's Lounge hosted Mrs. Wolf and Ms. Henriquez's English classes on a
presentation about culture. Students gained a better understanding of the concepts of
race, ethnicity and culture, and participated in the Bafa Bafa game, which allowed
students to experience and explore the challenges of being culturally sensitive.

MRHS Book Club
On Wednesday, November 30th the MRHS Book Club met to
discuss the book, Between the Lines. Jodi Picoult, a fairly wellknown adult author wrote this Young Adult book with her
daughter, Samantha Van Leer. Mrs. St. John joined Mrs. Morstatt
and the book club members to discuss the book. This recent read
turned out to be one of the group's all-time favorites. The club’s
next read is Daughter of Smoke and Bone, by Laini Taylor. Faculty
and staff have an open invitation to read the books and participate
in our meetings at any time. We would love for you to join us. Our
next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 11, after school
in the library.

NHS and Freshmen Boys’ Basketball Team Up
The Freshmen Boys’ Basketball Team attended
National Honor Society tutoring last Thursday.
Their coach, Mr. Hickey, is having them attend
weekly to help maintain good grades.

A New Twist on Chemistry
Ms. Shehu’s chemistry class is so proud to present their project, " Nuclear radiation,"
feeling comfortable around the "Chem Is Tree".

