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New Building, New Year
After a
restful
summer
break, we
are feeling
refreshed
and
renewed,
and ready
to make
this year
the best yet! Our school’s halls
remained bustling over June and
July while incoming 9th graders and
transfer students participated in the
Summer Bridge Program to learn
professional skills and accelerate
their studies in preparation for the school year. Along
with this, our 10th and 11th graders were coming and
going from various immersion experiences such as
wilderness backpacking, building houses in Tijuana,
learning about homelessness in San Francisco, and
participating in spiritual retreats in the Santa Cruz
mountains. We are happy to be able to provide these
rich experiences during the summer holidays in order
to keep our students engaged with our mission.
Even though we had students in our halls over the
summer, our school of three classes and 372 students
feels more full than ever. We are loving the space Finn
Hall provides, as well as the state-of-the-art facilities for learning, such as two new science labs, and
our huge blended learning labs. Our students have
accomplished amazing academic successes over the

past two years, and are excited to put these facilities
to use! New staff also makes our school feel fuller,
including a new Academic Counselor Jessica Wenzel
and College Counselor Todd Hicks, who will begin
guiding our Junior class through the college search
process. It is amazing to know that our first class of
students are well on their way to graduating and will be
joining their peers at colleges and universities before
we know it!
We look forward to another year of unprecedented
success in helping our students become prepared
academically, professionally, and spiritually for college
and beyond. Thank you for your continued support.
Joe Albers
Principal

FALL 2016

As we begin our third
year at Cristo Rey
San José, I am overwhelmed with gratitude. After almost
a year of medical
leave, I am eager to
return to my work at Cristo Rey San José. I cannot thank you all enough for the healing wishes
and blessings, and look forward to making this
another successful year. I am grateful also for
our new beautiful building, Finn Hall, which
was recently blessed by Bishop McGrath at our
dedication celebration. This was an amazing
event that brought together our donors, students, and spiritual leaders to celebrate what
this new building will mean for our school. It
is in this new building that our growing school
of 372 students will start a new year of learning, working, leading, and succeeding. With the
first half of our Capital Campaign complete, we
look forward to breaking ground on a new gym
facility that will truly complete our campus and
give our students the resources they need. We
would love to give you a tour of our campus so
you can experience firsthand the difference we
are making in these students’ lives, with your
help.
We are excited to announce our second annual
Rey of Hope Scholarship Luncheon next Spring
on March 24th. This event will be a great opportunity to meet our students, hear their stories,
and really connect with our mission. Last year’s
event was a huge success, and we are looking
forward to another chance to share all the good
work that is happening at Cristo Rey. Please
save the date for this momentous event and
consider showing your support for our school
and students.
I continue to be grateful for the donors, corporate partners, staff and faculty who make this
school a reality for our students. None of what
we have accomplished so far would be possible without the support of our community. What
an exciting time to be President of Cristo Rey
San José. Year three is under way, and we are
blessed to be doing the good work God has put
before us.

The math lab can hold up to 70 students at a
time allowing all grade levels to collaborate.

The new language lab hosts all Spanish and
English support classes.

BlessingsPeter Pabst, SJ
President

MAKING GREAT STRIDES

Many thanks to all of our
corporate partners who
are providing invaluable
work experiences to our
students. I’m pleased to
report that we are making
great strides in all areas of
the Corporate Work Study
Program (CWSP). We
are enjoying strong support from the business community in the form of
high-quality jobs for our students, achieving high
marks in partner satisfaction, and growing our staff
and resources to provide the necessary support —
for both students and partners — to ensure continued success.
As of this writing, we now have 68 corporate partners with several more very close to joining the
program. Among our newest partners are Deloitte,
Celestica, Blach Construction, One Workplace,
Matterport, Ernst & Young, San Jose Sharks, Price

Waterhouse Coopers, Hensel Phelps Construction,
Armanino, Prosys, Rosendin Electric, County of
Santa Clara, and Hispanic Foundation of Silicon
Valley and El Camino Hospital.
The first four years of any Cristo Rey school are particularly challenging for the CWSP team because
we have to add 35 or so new jobs each year to accommodate each new class of students. While we
are having good success attracting new partners,
we are still in need of additional jobs for our students at this time. So please do not hesitate to contact me if you are interested in becoming a partner
or are willing to provide introductions to prospective
partners.
In just our second full school year (and without the
maturity and experience of juniors and seniors),
Cristo Rey San José students rank 10th among
all 30 Cristo Rey schools in overall student performance. Specifically, 95% of our young women and
men either met or exceeded their supervisors’ expectations. This performance is a wonderful tribute

to our hard-working students and dedicated program coordination team.
Speaking of the team, we have grown to a formidable staff of five in order to more effectively develop
new corporate partner relationships, manage 372
students, and support 333 individual supervisors.
This incredibly hard-working and talented team
includes CWSP Assistant Director Sarah Chesson,
and Program Coordinators Alexandra Beck and Bianca Velez. Earlier this year, Mick Greco also joined
the team as Manager of Corporate Partner Development.
We look forward to building the Cristo Rey San José
Work Study program into one of the very best in the
country! Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
Matt Bell
Chief Operating Officer and
Director, Corporate Work Study Program

Job Fair Success!
We were thrilled to host our third annual job fair this past summer, which was
attended by all the freshman and transfer students at the end of Summer Bridge,
as well as over 20 of our corporate partners. The job fair provides an opportunity
for our new students to network in a professional setting and make a great first
impression!
“My favorite part of the job fair was getting to see all of the companies. It was a bit
nerve-wracking, but we all managed to do so well. I really enjoyed seeing all of the
different opportunities the companies offered.”
-- Nataly M., Class of 2020

MAKING THE MOST OF SUMMER

The Trip of a Lifetime:

Students Travel to Tijuana to Build Homes for Those In Need

This summer several students including Jacqueline
T., Diego R., Regina S., and Lisa S., along with Cristo
Rey San José chaperones Rosa Contreras and Rudy
Iñiguez, raised over $2,000 in order to participate in
a week of service with an organization called Tijuana Ministries. The group raised the money through
a community garage sale at Cristo Rey San José. In
early July, the students and chaperones drove down
to Tijuana, Mexico along with 40 other volunteers for
Tijuana Ministries. While in Tijuana, the group built
four houses in seven days for families in desperate
need. Some homes that needed to be re-built were

mere scraps of sheet metal pieced together with cardboard and many were overcrowded. Most homes did
not have reliable electricity or water sources and had
overall poor living conditions. In addition to building
sturdy homes, they also had the opportunity to visit
Casa del Migrante to hear personal stories on immigration. This trip served them all in ways that they will
continue to remember for years to come!
Jacquie T. reflects on her experience there. “Being
able to be part of the Tijuana Ministries trip this year
was definitely the highlight of my summer. I learned

how to do all sorts of things, such as painting, building
house walls and roofs, and even learned how to install electricity inside a house! Although this was hard
labor out in the sun for hours it did not feel like that
at all. At the end of the day when we would bless the
house and give the keys to the family, seeing their
tears of joy and smiles would make my heart melt.
Overall, through this experience I was able to meet so
many people from Tijuana and I learned that family
and values are much more important than having materialistic things because the people who have nothing
are the ones to give it all.”

Ready for College and Beyond:

Student’s Summer Experience at Stanford University
This summer our students impressed us by thinking outside the box and applying to several collegiate programs for high schoolers across the country.
“This past summer vacation I was fortunate enough to attend Stanford’s RISE internship program where I worked six hours a day alongside a mentor in the biology department. This was a
great opportunity for me to get the feel of a real science lab and contribute to a research project
as a high school student. I was specifically assigned to a project researching arthropod biodiversity in tropical agricultural lands of Costa Rica. My mentor collected hundreds of samples of
insects from coffee plantations and forest sites in Coto Brus, Costa Rica on his last visit there. In
the lab I was responsible for identifying the taxonomic order of the different specimens as well
as recording the count and mass of the morphospecies groups. I am grateful to have been a part
of this unique program because I was exposed to science as a career as opposed to just learning
about it in a classroom setting. It was a good opportunity to take what I learned in the classroom
and apply it to real life scenarios.” - Daisy R., Class of 2018

We could
sure use
your help...

JOIN THE FAMILY
By donating to Cristo Rey educational
programs and operations, or by donating
your time and talents, you make dreams
into realities.
Send a donation or visit us online to donate.

SHARE

Share your Cristo Rey story with
family and friends and help our Cristo
Rey community grow. Every “one”
who shares Cristo Rey with someone
opens another door to advancing
equal education and life changing
experiences for generations to come.

Come for a tour

We offer tours of the school if you
would like firsthand experiences of
our kids and buildings.
Contact: Shelby Saso,
Director of Advancement at
shelby.saso@cristoreysj.org
(408) 605-7704

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Finn Hall Opens its Doors!

We are so excited to announce that Finn Hall has
opened its doors in time for the new school year!
This building, the result of the first half of our Capital
Campaign, is fully equipped with two science labs,
one huge blended learning lab to accommodate up
to 70 students, and one language lab, completing
our academic classrooms. Finn Hall also houses all
of our administrative offices, as well as out Counseling, Admissions, and Work Study teams, and
school chapel. This building was made a reality by
the tireless work of our Contractor Barry Swenson
Builder, who offered their services at cost, and Cristo Rey’s Director of Operations Emily Cunningham
and Volunteer Project Manager Patrick Love, who
organized and managed the whole process.
On August 23rd, we celebrated this momentous
occasion with our donors, corporate partners,
school leadership, students, and religious leaders
as Bishop Patrick Joséph McGrath blessed Finn

Hall. Present at this event
were Capital Campaign
supporters Stephen Finn
and Tad Taube, whose
names appear on our
buildings. Also present
were Board Co-Chairs
John Sobrato and BJ
Cassin. It was a beautiful occasion that brought
our whole community
together in celebration of
the major strides we are
making for our students.
Finn Hall provides the
space and resources our
students need in order to
be successful academically, professionally and
spiritually, and we could not have made this building a reality without the support of our community.
Thank you to all donors who made this possible.
Next, we look forward to breaking ground on a new
gym, which will complete our Capital projects and
campus! With all three buildings, we will be giving
our students a rich high school experience they will
surely remember and absolutely deserve as they go
to college and beyond. In order to make this dream
a reality, we need your help! We still have close to
$2.75 million to raise in order to complete the gym.
If you have not donated already, please consider
doing so! Thank you so much for your dedication
to shaping lives and creating opportunities for our
students.

Thank you to Stephen Finn for making this dream
a reality

Barry Swenson and Fr. Peter Pabst, S.J greet
one another

Bishop McGrath blesses the Science Lab

Donor Spotlight
If we build it they will come…for Barry
and Molly Swenson, it is never if, but when! The
Swensons, along with their family and commercial
development company, Barry Swenson Builder,
have been helping build the bedrock for Silicon
Valley non-profit organizations for decades. We are
grateful for their philanthropic efforts in making a
new learning space for Cristo Rey students more
than an if, but a reality!

Barry and Molly Swenson

In addition to building the learning space, the
Swenson’s also re-invested $500,000 from the
construction costs back into Cristo Rey San José
to further advance our students’ growth and development. But, their generosity and support do not

stop there, Barry Swenson
Builder also provides
Cristo Rey students with
invaluable hands-on work study positions.
If that isn’t enough, Barry sits on the Cristo Rey
Board and is committed to Cristo Rey’s mission to
empower students from underserved communities in San José to be men and women for others
who are prepared spiritually, academically, and
professionally to complete college and become
accomplished leaders.
The Cristo Rey community thanks Barry, Molly and
their family from the bottom of our hearts!

Cristo Rey San José
Welcomes New College Counseling Staff!
The Cristo Rey San José College Guidance Program is off to a running start with the addition
of Todd Hicks, Director of College Counseling,
and Jessica Wenzel, Academic Counselor. Todd
and Jessica will work together with the faculty
to enhance student achievement and strengthen our college-going culture. The official Cristo
Rey Network goal is to have 100% of Cristo
Rey students accepted into a 4-year college by
2020.
The junior class officially kicked off its college
exploration with a two-day workshop hosted by
Santa Clara University on September 10-11.
The SCU partnership allowed the students
and their families to learn about different types
of colleges and the academic preparation

required to be
competitive for
specific majors.
They were able
to meet with
representatives from State and University of
California representatives to learn about both
the public and private college experiences.The
students also participated in an admissions
case study experience where they had to decide who was admitted after reviewing several
applications.

The official Cristo Rey Network goal is to have 100% of Cristo
Rey students accepted into a 4-year college by 2020.

Next, the juniors met one-on-one with the college counselor and with college representatives
during the Jesuit Excellence Tour. The ongoing
college guidance curriculum will include finan-

cial literacy, test preparation, and support in
completing college admission and scholarship
applications.
Please contact the college guidance team if
you are interested in sharing insights from
your career in an assembly by reaching out to
Todd at todd.hicks@cristoreysj.org. Research
has shown that students who develop career
interests early on are more likely to apply
themselves academically towards achieving
their goals.

Making College a Reality
Cristo Rey San José Students Visit USF and UC Berkeley

At Cristo Rey San José, we are creating a college-going culture even before students begin
their freshman year. This past summer, incoming freshmen had the opportunity to visit two
Bay Area colleges: the University of San Francisco, and the University of California, Berkeley
on an overnight trip during the Summer Bridge Program. The students were able to tour the
campuses, participate in team building activities, eat in the dining halls, and sleep in the
dorms. It was a great opportunity for the new students to get to know each other before school
started, as well as be exposed to college life, most for the first time!
Karla S., Class of 2020, says, “While

touring the campuses and getting a
glimpse of college life, it really opened my eyes to what a bright future I could potentially have. I feel proud to say that Cristo Rey will
get me there.”
Brayan L., Class of 2020, says “My

favorite part of the college trip was doing
the different activities with the other new freshmen. It gave me a
different perspective of people from what I had originally thought.”

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

• See our beautiful new building, Finn Hall
• Meet our new College Counseling staff
• Explore our students’ summer experiences
• Save the Date for TWO amazing fundraisers!

Non Profit Org

1389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose CA 95116

www.cristoreysanjose.org

SAVE THE DATES!

REY OF HOPE LUNCHEON
Thursday, March 24th, 2017
Visit cristoreysanjose.org for details.

“This event will be a great opportunity to
meet our students, hear their stories, and
really connect with our mission.”
			 -- Fr. Peter Pabst, S.J.

SPIRIT OF GIVING BOUTIQUE
Tuesday, November 29, 2016
Visit cristoreysanjose.org for details.

Kick off the holiday season by shopping
with a greater purpose.
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