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February
February 1 7th Grade Parent and Student Scheduling
Meeting 6:00
February 15 Sweetheart
dance for freshman students 7:00 - 9:00
February 16 In-service No
School
February 19 No School
President’s Day
February 21 Games Night
3:00 – 5:00
February 27 Spring ParentTeacher Conferences 4:30
– 8:30
March 2 No School
March 2 Spring Musical –
Mary Poppins Jr. 7:00
March 3 Spring Musical –
Mary Poppins Jr. 7:00

From the Principal
Parents/Guardians:
It is time for a mid-year grade assessment. Winter break and the first semester have just ended. This is a good time to look back on the first half of the school year to see what worked and
what did not. Students need strong study skills to be successful and parents play a significant
role in helping their children develop them. The study skills junior high students learn now will
help them succeed today, in high school and beyond. To lay the groundwork for your child’s
success:
Encourage her to break down large projects. Don’t let your child get rattled by long-term assignments. Show her how to divide big projects into smaller, more manageable parts.
Have your child estimate how long a homework assignment or project will take and plan his
study time accordingly. Then, have him use a timer to see if his estimates are accurate. This
will help him make adjustments for future assignments, if necessary.
Increase her self-awareness. Ask your child to figure out when she’s at her best. Then encourage her to do most of her homework and studying during those times. If she needs to let
off some steam after school, encourage her to go for a run or a brisk walk before sitting down
to study.
Turn off the television. Don’t buy your child’s argument that TV is “just background noise.”
Make sure homework time is free from all distractions.
Promote organization. Help him create a system to keep track of important assignments. It
might be file folders, a color-coded binder or a desk calendar.
Additionally, Parent-Teacher Conferences are coming please put them on your calendar.
This too is a good way to see how your son/daughter is doing in all classes by talking to teachers face-to-face. We hope to see you on Tuesday, February 27, 2018 from 4:30 – 8:30 PM.
As always, working together we can make junior high a great experience for your child!
Sincerely,
Lori H. Mangan
Principal

PBS
During the month of December, the PBS committee invited homerooms to participate
in a Secret Santa activity. We asked homeroom teachers to encourage students to
create a basket of some sort of goodies for another homeroom to enjoy. Suggestions
included, but not limited to; store bought treats, holiday cards (created or bought),
decorate their door, or sing carols outside their classroom. We had a lot of creativity
with this activity. One homeroom created a basket with homework passes, eat first in
the lunch line, and VIP seating during our Movie Day on December 21st. Students
paid lion loot to see the movie in the auditorium. We had a great turnout and a lot of
students enjoyed the reward before they left for holiday break.
In the spirit of the Super Bowl, we plan to have an Ultimate Fan Day this Friday. Students are encouraged to wear a tee shirt, hoodie, jersey, and/or hat of their favorite
sports team. Teachers will reward students who participate with lion loot.

Chess Club
Chess Club Winter Tournament Results
We had over 20 students participate in the
winter chess tournament this year. It was a
competitive and fun tournament. The top
three places were as follows:
1st Place: Milo Wilkins
2nd Place: Simon Chen
3rd Place: Jason Carr-Keefe
Just a reminder that chess club is open to all
junior high students and meets every Monday in Room 301 from 2:45-3:30. If
you have any questions about the club,
please contact Mr. Rogers
at wrogers@altoonasd.com

I have the ROAR of a
Mountain Lion.
To RESPECT myself , others, and the communities to
which
I belong.
To take OWNERSHIP in being prepared, being organized, and putting forth
100% effort in all that I
do.
To take ACTIONS to maintain a clean work environment, and an “I will achieve”
attitude.
To hold my RELATIONSHIPS with peers, teachers,
and
parents as valuable in order
for me to

Congratulations to Mr. Dzurko
Altoona Area Junior High School would like to recognize one of our
own, Mr. Timothy Dzurko, as he was recognized as one of twelve finalists for Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year 2018. Over the last year, Mr.
Dzurko went through a very extensive process which included completion
of an application and submission of a three page Educational History and
Professional Development by responding to six prompts. Additionally he
submitted a two page Professional Philosophy and three page Professional
Biography. He then was interviewed by a member of the Department of
Education. The interview was comprised of six questions and was recorded for a panel to judge. The process continued where he prepared a video
showing a classroom teaching experience, to show how he interacts with
his students, his skills as a teacher, and how well he communicates. Mr.
Dzurko was judged against thousands of other teachers across the state of
Pennsylvania. This past December he was recognized by Dr. Pedro Rivera,
PA Secretary of Education for his dedication and accomplishments while
recognizing the Altoona Area School District. Abigail McGeary, ninth
grader at AAJHS, introduced Mr. Dzurko during the prestigious ceremony.
Congratulations Mr. Dzurko, you richly deserve the recognition and
accolades for your constant drive to help our students and get them excited
about the ever changing world of technology! You provide our students
with the knowledge to succeed and you are the greatest asset in challenging our students to achieve their goals. A great teacher changes lives every day, and makes the world a better place. You do this one student at a
time, one day at a time. We are proud of you!

If we teach
today’s
students as
we taught
yesterday’s,
we rob them
of tomorrow.

-John Dewey

Counselors Corner
TEEN CENTER NOT JUST A SHELTER
Yes the Family Services Teen Center & Shelter located at 1701 6 th Ave. still
provides temporary shelter and care to run away, homeless, and at risk youth,
but it also provides a wide range of services for our youth ages 12-17.
Any teen in the community is welcome to participate in a group discussion
every night from 6-7 pm at the Teen Center.
The Center can be used as a drop in center. At times young people may be
looking for a safe place to meet other teens. It’s also a place to do homework,
or to speak with a counselor.
The Center is also a Teen Hotline. Teens and family members can call the
hotline for any reason including school violence and threats at 1-800-2278336, or 1-814-941-0975.
Emergency services for both males and females ages 12-17 are available. It
is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Free shelter services are provided for
up to 21 days.
The Shelter also provides individual, group, or family counseling. They can
assist in helping to find other living arrangements. They make referrals to local
services, and provide follow up services after the youth leave the shelter.
Besides counseling services, they provide life skills training, food, recreational
activities, as well as, shower and laundry facilities.
Parents and teens who would like to learn more about their services are invited to call and make an appointment to tour the Teen Center. The number is
814-941-0975.
To see upcoming events and activities, check out the Family Services Teen
Center and Shelter’s Facebook page.

Social Studies
Social studies is one of the five core subjects taught in the Altoona Area
School District. Although some feel this subject is not important due to the
wide emphasis on reading and math. However, at the junior high, teachers
are implementing reading strategies and reading techniques in their classrooms to help the students perform higher on the state tests.
Here are some ways the teachers are utilizing Reading and English in their
classrooms:
1) Using social studies-related texts to teach non-fiction reading strategies.
This can be done with trade books, leveled books from a reading series, books
from the media center, a social studies textbook, newspapers, magazines, etc.
(preferably a variety of these).
2) When teaching students about biographies, kids research historical figures.
Teachers have their students research a famous person in history, create a
timeline and poem, write a report and draw a picture, and as an extension, can
have them dress up as the person and make a presentation.
3) Using a calendar, news, or sharing time to discuss the day in history. The
History Place, This Month in History, makes it easy to integrate social studies
into the teacher’s daily routine. Teachers print out a list of interesting and important events in history by month and share them with the class.
4) Completing historical web quests. There are several great resources with
online scavenger hunts and basic overviews of various time periods in history.
Students complete webquests and are utilizing their Chromebooks/iPads as
well as getting a background on various historical topics.
5) Using read-alouds. Pulling a handful of key vocabulary words from the text
book and putting them on the board to discuss with students before and after
reading. This helps students to improve their vocabulary but also to gain some
knowledge on a recent historical topic or one from the past.
6) Using time lines. This way students can visualize how events have led to
one another or to see how history progresses. It helps with cause/effect as
well.
7) Setting aside a few minutes a day/week for current events discussion. Everything that happens in today’s world affects students. Social Studies teachers
take time daily or weekly to discuss what is happening in the world and how
that affects them or the world around them. It helps to keep the students “in
the know” and become educated citizens.

Drama Department
Come join us for a supercalifragilistic time!
It’s time to tap your toes and sing along with the AAJHS
Drama Club! This year’s spring musical is Mary Poppins,
Jr. This practically perfect musical is special to many of us.
It’s a story that captured our hearts as children and parents
alike, with catchy musical numbers, snappy dialogue, and
an important lesson in love and family. You’re sure to have
a good time!
Performances will be held on Friday, March 2nd and Saturday, March 3rd at 7:00pm with a special Senior Citizen Preview Night on Wednesday, February 28th at 7:00pm. Tickets can be purchased ahead of time at Thompson’s Pharmacy on Chestnut Avenue starting on February 19th or at
the door on performance nights.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Social Studies

The 9th Grade Sweetheart Dance will be held on
Thursday, February 15th, from 7:00-9:00 PM in the A-gym
Don't Forget:
• The dress code is casual formal – gentlemen should wear a dress shirt
and dress pants. Ladies' dresses can be short or long, with or without
straps. The length of the short dresses must follow the Student
Code of Conduct, meaning that they must reach the knee area.
• Dresses with CUTOUTS or TWO-PIECES must have COLORED
MESH in them. NO BARE SKIN OR SEE THROUGH.
• No limousines or flowers/corsages permitted.
• Soda and snacks will be served throughout the night.
• Only Altoona Area Junior High School ninth graders are permitted to
attend this dance.
• Students on current suspension, have five demerits, and/or are on
extracurricular probation at the time of the dance are not permitted
to attend.
• Also, any student who owes a fine cannot attend the Sweetheart Dance.
Fines must be cleared up by the end of ticket sales – NO
EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE.
• YOU MUST HAVE YOUR ID TO ATTEND THE DANCE.
Tickets will go on sale starting the morning of Monday, February 12th for
students' last name A-K and Tuesday, February 13th for students' last name
L-Z. Tickets will also be sold on Wednesday, February 14th for any
students that were absent. The tickets will be sold on the first floor near
the auditorium from 7:15-7:35. The cost of tickets will be $5.00.
Tickets WILL NOT be sold at the door.

