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A Message from the Superintendent:
“A concern for children should influence all educational
decisions we make.” This statement was the basis for the
tough decisions that were made this spring by our collaborative budget committee. Being faced with another year of
decreased revenues from the state and declining enrollment,
the District had to look at making more reductions in programs and services. A committee made up of representatives from the teachers’ association, the Public School Employees’ Association, principals, administrators, supervisors,
and the coaches’ group made recommendations for reductions to the budget for the 2009-10 school year while trying
to cause as little harm as possible to programs for children.
Although the Governor still has not signed the budget,
we are anticipating a $730,000 shortfall in funding. Next
year, we will be reducing staff development opportunities
for our teachers as well as adoption of curriculum and materials. We have reduced some teaching positions and we will
not replace the Assistant Principal at Medical Lake Middle
School. We reduced a part time custodial position and possibly a secretarial position also, through attrition.
Next year we will reduce our copying and mailing costs
by publishing the annual school performance report online
as well as other reports and information. We tried very hard
to continue essential programs for our students and to maintain peoples’ jobs whenever possible. Our next concern is
what will happen two years from now when the state does
not have the federal stimulus funds to “backfill” their obligation to K-12 education. We all need to continue to contact
our legislators and ask this question.
You will see some changes for the 2009-10 school year.
Mr. Mike Dahmen, Principal of Medical Lake Middle
School has decided to retire after thirty-eight years of service to the District. Mrs. Sylvia Campbell, Vice Principal at
Medical Lake High School, will be taking Mr. Dahmen’s
place. Mr. Scott Blasingame, Vice Principal at Medical
Lake Middle School, will become the District Educational
Support Services Director/Safety Compliance Officer. Mr.
Blasingame is taking the place of Susan Duckett, who was
on a leave of absence. Dr. Bill Thurston filled in for her
during this absence.
As the school year winds down, we want to thank our
community. You passed the maintenance and operations
levy and you have supported us all year as parents, grandparents, and community members. We appreciate
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your help and assistance in this very important job of educating our children for the future.
Thank you again for your support,
Dr. Pam Veltri, Superintendent

Princess Natale Szabo
Natale Szabo was chosen by the 2009 Lilac Festival
Court to be a Princess. “Natale’s speech is an example of
what makes her so special.” said Karene Garlich-Loman,
Vice President of Royalty for the Spokane Lilac Festival. “I
knew the minute I met her that she was an extraordinary
individual, and I’m proud to have her on our Royalty Court.
Natale is also the first place winner of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars “Voice of Democracy” Scholarship. This
year’s theme was “Service and sacrifice by America’s Veterans benefit today’s youth by…” As the first place winner,
she will be the recipient of the T.C. Selman Memorial
Scholarship Award of 30,000.
Natale plans to attend Washington State University in
the fall, where she’ll use her scholarship to pursue a degree
in Broadcast Communications and then a career as a Middle East news correspondent.

Preschool Screening For All District Children
Medical Lake School District
provides child development
screening throughout the school
year for students who live in the
Medical Lake School District. If
we can discover where children
are experiencing difficulties early
in their development, we have a
better chance to assist them in
achieving their potential in their
K-12 education.

To prepare for your child’s future educational needs, the screening is offered at no cost to all children birth through five years of
age. The screening(s) consists of
speech and language skills, cognitive skills, large muscle motor
skills, fine motor skills, and a parent interview. The screening(s)
can take up to two hours and may
require more than one screening

session to complete.
Appointments for the screening
are necessary. If you would like
more information about the
screening, please contact Mardee
in the Educational Support Services Office at 565-3408.

Hallett Drama Group Performs Peter Pan
On March 3, 2009, thirty five 6th grade after school drama class students from Hallett did a fantastic job, at both the daytime and evening show, performing an adaptation of J.M. Barrie's classic
story, Peter Pan. The students made their own costumes, props, choreographed their own moves, acted, sang and
even danced during the production. Hats off to our Hallett's 6th grade drama group for a job well done!

Best of the West Teacher of the Year
Medical Lake Best of the West
Plains K-5 Teacher of the Year is
Mrs. Sheila Benson from Michael
Anderson Elementary School.
Sheila was nominated by Principal
Mrs. Mandi Poindexter at an
awards banquet on April 2, 2009.
Sheila demonstrates the qualities
we are looking for in a veteran
teacher. As a mother of three
young children, her energy and
enthusiasm far exceed her.

Teaching is a calling to her and
she makes many sacrifices in her
life to better the children around
her. She has even been known to
move up a grade to stay with a
with a class, to better the life of a
student who would have had difficulty transitioning to another
teacher.
Congratulations Mrs.
Benson and thanks for all you do
for our children

Mrs. Sheila Benson

Racing to Save Lives
Michael Anderson Elementary School Principal, Mandi Poindexter,
is in training to run a marathon for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Mandi is running in honor of two of her students. Michael who has
undergone treatments for leukemia and is now cancer free, and Elliott
who is currently undergoing leukemia treatments. Mrs. Poindexter is
also running for Lance, who is the father of two of her teachers and has
lymphoma. In order to enter the marathon, Mandi must raise $2800. To
follow Mandi's training or to donate, please check out her website at:
http://pages.teamintraining.org/wa/rnrseatL09/mpoindexter
Mrs. Mandi Poindexter
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Go DeVore’s

A well deserved congratulations
goes to Dave DeVore, (above left)
school bus technician, for taking first
place in the Washington State School

Bus Technical Competition in
Yakima on April 25. Dave also had a
first place finish at the ESD 101 Regional Competition in March, which
then made him eligible to compete at
the state level. He has been invited to
travel to South Carolina in September
to represent the State of Washington
at the National Competition.
Congratulations are also in order
for Daniel DeVore (pictured right).
He had a third place finish at the state
competition after placing fourth at the

ESD 101 Regional Competition.
This rigorous competition consisted of a forty question written test
and three timed hands-on troubleshooting stations including computer
diagnostics on live buses. The testing
also included a parts and tool recognition station as it related to trouble
shooting.
We are very proud to have two
such outstanding individuals working
for our District.

Lunch Menus Going Green
Starting in September of the 200910 school year we will no longer be
printing lunch menus for every student. Menus will be available on the
MLSD web site (www.mlsd.org) and
families using family access will receive an e-mail prior to the beginning
of each month with the menu attached.

If you do not have internet access
available to you, please contact Charlotte Cook at 565-3427. If you have
not already done so, you can sign up
for Family Access by filling out an
application found on the Family Access info page of our web site. We
began e-mailing the menus to family
access users in May 2009.

Please help us
to save printing
costs by
getting your
lunch menu on
line!

Lost and Found
Please remember to check at your child’s school for any items your child may be missing……………
Also, if your child rides a bus, please check the lost and found at the Transportation Department.

Community Award given to Mr. Dahmen
Mr. Mike Dahmen is the recipient
of the 2009 Northeast Washington
Association of School Administrators
(NEWASA) Community Leadership
Award. The Award was formally presented at the Spokane Club on Friday,
April 17.
The Northeast Washington Association of School Administrators
(NEWASA) is a regional component
of the statewide Washington Association of School Administrators
(WASA).

NEWASA's membership includes
superintendents and other administrators in central office and building
management positions. Members are
enrolled from Adams, Ferry, Lincoln,
Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens and
Whitman Counties.
NEWASA activities include
monthly professional development
and an annual awards program recognizing community volunteers for their
service to local schools.
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Mike Dahmen and Ralph Headlee

Hola,
By Cindy King

We are having so much
fun during our Spanish afterschool enrichment class at
Medical Lake Elementary.
The second and third grade
students meet once a week.
There are about thirteen students in each Spanish after
school class. The students
have learned to count their numbers in Spanish, the days of the week, colors, and months of the year. We have made
Mexican doll puppets to help with our conversations in Spanish. They also made maracas to sing songs with such as
“Happy Birthday and La Cucaracha”. Middle School student Liz Spangler, also helps out twice a week with our second
and third grade students.

I’m so proud of how hard they have been working to learn words and phrases in Spanish. We learn a lot of our
Spanish words through fun things like board games, red light-green light, London Bridges and Duck, Duck, Goose. The
students comment that they can’t wait until Spanish class starts each week.
Our last day of class will be the last week of May and the students will perform for their parents showing everything
that they’ve learned. They will also perform on the last day of school during our assembly.

Your Help is Needed
Nutrition Services needs GREAT people to
work with our cooks, serving meals to students.
It just takes a couple hours out of your day. You
can get your children off in the morning, and be
there when they come home in the afternoon.

It is an “on call” job to start , and we hire permanent
employees from our substitutes if a position is open. The
wage is $8.66 per hour. It’s a fun job and you also get
paid! Why not give us a try? Please call Charlotte Cook
(565-3427) for an application or if you have questions.

Jump Rope for Heart
Medical Lake Elementary had another successful Jump Rope for
Heart. During the month of March, the students learned many different jump roping stunts such as double dutch and egg beater.
They also learned how to play the challenging game of Chinese
jump rope. One of the favorite activities of the second and third
graders is a jumping dance from the Philippines called tinikling,
which involves two people hitting bamboo poles together to a beat
while one or more people jump over and between the poles.
With help from family and friends, the students of MLES raised
$4855.86, for the American Heart Association, to join in the fight against heart disease and stroke. Our JRH fundraiser has been a tradition at MLES since 1994. To culminate our fundraiser we had a jump rope for heart celebration
on March 27.
The children came together to jump rope, share a snack and even win door prizes. This could not have been possible without the wonderful community support from many of our moms, dads, grandmas and grandpas. Melissa Brown
from the American Heart Association came out to join us and present us with another JRH flag to hang in our gym.
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Spring FFA News
by Randy Williams

Medical Lake FFA members have been very
busy competing this spring in Career Development
Events. Competitions included Livestock and
Meats Technology Evaluation, Public and Extemporaneous Speaking, FFA Creed and Rituals Presentations and Agricultural Sales and Issues Events.

Animal science students (pictured above) traveled to Davenport to evaluate beef cattle in conjunction with the
Jaynbe/Emtman Angus production sale. Medical Lake kids
joined students from Liberty, Cheney, Reardan and Davenport in evaluating angus bulls and heifers based on performance scenarios and data.

www.mlsd.org

In February, members (above) participated in the
Agricultural Issues Contest. Students researched a current agricultural issue and developed a plan to present
both the “pro” and “con” side and answer questions.
Students chose the issue: “Should horse slaughter become reinstated in the United States?” Team members
Sammi Williams, Jeana Lloyd, Zac Seals, Ashley Holznagel, Heather Lent, Amber Six and Brett Moriarty
earned first place honors.
Twenty-five members exhibited beef, sheep and
swine at the 74th Annual Spokane Junior Livestock
Show in May. Kayla Tisdale won grand champion
steer, Brett Moriarty won reserve grand champion and
grand champion beef showman . Brett has also been
chosen to be Treasurer for the State FFA Office. He
will have the honor of traveling extensively through
the United States representing them in the coming year.
Congratulations on your achievements, Brett.

* Intent to Home School

Under “Our District” on our website, we have added our
staff directory and these printable forms:

* Medication at School
* Free/Reduced Meal Application
* School Choice Form 2009-10

If you have needs or suggestions for our website, please
call Claudine at 565-3100.

* Facility Use

Chase Youth Award
Reo Layton is the recipient of the 2009 Chase
Youth Award for courage. A first grader at Medical
Lake Elementary, he stayed by his sister's side
throughout her ten month ordeal with leukemia. He
told her again and again that it was going to be OK
and she believed him. Riding on her bed as she was
wheeled to and from procedures and surgery, going
with her to appointments and emergency rooms, shaving his head when she lost her hair. His mother says,
“I can't remember him ever whining or complaining.”
He remained a healing comfort by her side.

“He stayed by
his sister’s side
throughout her
ten month
ordeal with
leukemia.”

Congratulations Reo Layton
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Zach Goes to State Again
by Gail Phillips

Zach Empkey won his division in guitar at the
League Solo Contest in February at North Central
High School, and he represented our region at the
State Solo Contest on April 25, at Central Washington University. This is his second year to attend this
state competition on classical guitar. Zach started
playing guitar four years ago. In addition to playing
guitar he also plays jazz guitar, alto sax, bassoon and
violin.

Zach Empkey

THE FOLLOWING IMMUNIZATION CHANGES MUST BE MET
BEFORE YOUR CHILD WILL BE ASSIGNED A CLASSROOM FOR 2009-10:
Kids in Care: All school-aged children attending before or after-school child care must meet the
immunization requirements for their grade in school. Students older than 18 years need to meet
the same immunization requirements for their GRADE in school.
Tdap Requirement Advances One Grade: Beginning July 1, 2009, proof of Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria,
acellular pertussis) vaccination is required of children who are eleven years old and attending 6th, 7th and
8th grades, IF it has been five years since receiving a DTap, DT or Td vaccine.
Changes in Varicella Requirement: As of July 1, 2008, proof of immunity to chickenpox is required of
the following groups:
• All children 16 months of age up to Kindergarten entry who are in childcare/preschool. These children need one dose vaccine and parental documentation of disease is NO LONGER acceptable.
• All children attending Kindergarten and 1st grade. These children need two doses of vaccine and parental documentation of disease is NO LONGER acceptable.
• All children in 2nd, 3rd, and 6th grade. These children need one dose and parental documentation
of disease IS acceptable. For a copy of the implementation plan, visit:
http://www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/Immunize/documents/varimplementplan.pdf

Hep B Requirement for ALL Grades;
As of July 1, 2008, three doses of Hepatitis B vaccine administered properly by age and interval are required for all students attending Kindergarten through 12th grade.
Changes in Preschool/Child Care Requirements for 2009-2010:
As of July 1, 2009, pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) will be required for all children three months
old up to the 5th birthday who are attending child care or preschool programs.
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New Playground Equipment at MLES
The District is continually working at keeping
our facilities in the condition that makes for a safe,
orderly, nurturing environment for our students.
This year new playground equipment was installed
at Medical Lake Elementary. The children are having so much fun using it. We also painted and recarpeted the District Office. This was the first time
it had been painted since the early 1980’s.

Stop by and look at the new playground equipment and the District Office when you get a chance.
The funding for these projects comes from capital
projects. We had some funding left over from construction of Michael Anderson Elementary and we
were able to use those funds to upgrade the bathrooms at the middle school and to improve the high
school baseball field.

A Jump Rope for Heart to Remember from MAE
by Sandy Zimmerman

Students at Michael Anderson Elementary School
wrapped up their Jump Rope for Heart program with a
huge celebration. The festivities began with a video
of the participants followed by an amazing performance of advanced short and long rope jumping activities, which included a surprise performance by the
Medical Lake High School varsity basketball teams as
well as our teachers and staff. Sydney Pepper was
our top fundraiser this year, bringing in a whopping
$285.00. Our “Spirit Award” went to Aly Larson,
who did all her fund-raising and jump roping in honor
of our long time, beloved secretary Nancy Rice who
passed away this last winter from heart disease.
A huge thank you to the parents, base community
and teachers who helped make this year’s Jump Rope
for Heart Program a great success. Every year the
generosity of our base community amazes me. The
students at Michael Anderson Elementary School
were able to present a check to the American Heart
Association in loving memory of Nancy Rice for a
stunning $4,756.69. We are extremely proud of our
students and all the hard work and sacrifices they have
made to help fight the #1 killer in the United States,
heart disease and stroke.
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Poetry and Trees

Math is Cool

On April 24, Hallett Elementary School celebrated Arbor Day with ASB officers reading poetry and the local
scout troops (from Hallett) planting two trees. It was a
wonderful event with the students enjoying the afternoon
sunshine and learning the importance of why this day is
celebrated.

Congratulations to Michael Anderson's 4th
grade Math is Cool Team. They placed 3rd at
this year’s regional competition and have earned
an invitation to the Masters Competition.

Board of Directors:

DFS Fundraiser
The annual Dollars For Scholars “super
yard sale" fundraiser for MLHS scholarships
was a huge success, raising $5,234. The community was extremely gracious again this year in donating
wonderful items of furniture, sporting goods, clothing and
miscellaneous “treasures.” Everyone had a great time poring through the tables piled high with bargains. Many
thanks to all the D.F.S. Board members and "helpers"
who gave their time and energy to set up, break down and
man the tables for two days. With fifty student applications for scholarships this year, the yard sale will go a
long way to help support our graduates as they head off to
college. Thank you all!!

Rod Von Lehe - President
Julie Albright - Vice President
Peggy Schweikhardt
Kelly Fouts
Ron Cooper

IMPORTANT DATES
June 6 ML High School Commencement
EWU Pavilion at 11:00 a.m.
June 12 Early Dismissal - Last Day of School
(specific times can be found on our website)

Medical Lake School District
PO Box 128
Medical Lake WA 99022
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