The Eagle’s Nest
Vic Hill, MCSS Superintendent

MCSS & MCHS Teacher of the Year
Paula Parsons
Mitchell County School System Teacher of the Year
Mitchell County High School Teacher of the Year

Ms. Parsons has been a high school English teacher in the Mitchell County School
System for 10 years. She received her Bachelor’s degree from LaGrange College
and Master’s degree from Valdosta State University. Ms. Parsons is genuinely
excited about teaching. She believes enthusiasm is contagious, and she hopes that her students gain that
perspective from her. She cares for the child and then teaches the student. It is her goal to provide
encouragement and clear advice to her students so that all of the pieces “fit” together for them. Striving for
improvement in the area of professional development is a constant for Ms. Parsons. She (along with the
entire MCHS family) is always developing ways to help make every one of their students successful.
Focusing on cognitive and non-cognitive factors, along with implementing student-led conferences, have
increased student achievement levels by focusing on individualized remediation strategies. She believes
every student will be successful at MCHS. Ms. Parsons is very active in her community. She volunteers her
time with the All Sports Booster Club, Pelham Lion’s Club, Boys and Girls Club of Pelham, American
Cancer Society, and St. Jude’s Hospital. She is constantly volunteering her artistic abilities for various
groups. Whether it’s supporting local organizations’ work for the blind, painting eagles on a football field,
or donating a sixteen-foot mural, she can be found wherever there’s a neighbor that needs assistance. She
believes we should all be open to each opportunity to give and serve. According to Ms. Parsons, “Teaching
isn’t just a job; it’s a calling. It involves too much energy and too much time to be taken lightly. Yes,
teaching is an exhausting profession, but where is there another like it? The moment when a struggling
student finally gets an answer right and now believes he can climb Mt. Everest is as rewarding as the real
climb to me. My students turn average work days into moments to remember.” Continued on page 3...

Congratulations to
Tiana Lamar,

Attention MCHS
Parents and Students:

A 6th grade student at MCMS, for winning 1st Place in
Public Speaking at the Georgia Southwest District 4H
Cloverleaf Project Achievement. Tiana spoke on
Recycling. MCMS is so proud of Tiana for her

MCHS Dashing
Through the School
Scavenger Hunt will be
held on December 15,
2015 from 5 to 7 p.m.

accomplishment.

MCMS Something to Celebrate
MCMS had a record breaking 107 students meet their AR reading goals for
the first nine weeks grading period! This could not have been done without
everyone encouraging the students to read. Those students who met their
goal were invited to attend a field trip to Fun Park. There they enjoyed 2
hours of unlimited activities – riding go carts, bumper boats, bumper cars,
max flight, and playing mini golf and laser tag! For some, this was the first
time they had been to Fun Park. For others, it was the first time they could
ride the go carts without an adult! Parents, please continue encouraging your child to read every night. To
get your child talking to you about their reading goals, you might ask the following questions: Where is
your AR book? What is your point goal? How close are you to meeting that goal?
What (or how much) did you read tonight? If you would
like an email letting you know each time your child takes
an AR test and the grade he/she makes on that test, go to
our school homepage at www.mitchell.k12.ga.us, click
on middle school and then media center for directions to
get set up. Or, simply call me, Dr. Pam Taylor – media
specialist - at 229-336-0980, and I can do it for you. The
more you read, the more you grow!
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Special Thank
You to..
Travoriya
Powell
On November 17, 2015
NMCES student Travoriya
led the audience in the
Pledge of Allegiance at the
November
Board
of
Education Meeting.

Meeting AR Goals

The MCMS ELA department has set a goal for the 2nd
nine weeks to have 100% of the students at MCMS meet
their AR goals. Mrs. Felicia Hill has started
acknowledging
students
during
the
morning
announcements to keep them motivated to read, meet,
and exceed their goals. The teachers have placed
certificates outside in the halls to recognize students as
they meet their goals. The students have begun to flood
our center.

Page 2

NMCES Parents’ Night Out
North Mitchell County Elementary School is working very hard to keep our
parents informed as to what is going on at our school. We conducted
sessions for parents to come out and meet with teachers and administrators.
Our fourth and fifth grade parents met on November 3, 2015, then second
and third grade parents met on November 10, 2015. Both meetings were
held at 6:00 p.m. During this meeting parents were informed about the
school’s expectations. Parents were informed about our flexible learning
program, schoolwide expectations, Georgia Milestones overview and
procedures in regards to behavior and discipline. After a brief session with
the administrators and the guidance counselor, parents were dismissed to
meet with grade level teachers.
During this session, teachers discussed the new Georgia Milestones
Assessment as well as student Lexile Reading levels. Each parent received
handouts regarding the Lexile Reading Levels. Parents participated in an
activity that allowed them to focus on their child’s Lexile level. The parents
had to write their child’s Lexile level and then use a chart to determine if
they met grade level expectations. Next, the teachers explained each grades
Lexile range. Parents were then allowed time to determine if their child or
children were on grade level. Parents were given the opportunity to ask
questions. Following the classroom sessions, everyone was served a
delicious meal in the cafeteria. It is our hope that sessions like this will open
up a line of communication with our parents. There are many changes and
challenges that all public schools in Georgia are facing. North Mitchell
County Elementary School would like to keep parents informed of all
changes.

ASU Athletics Visit SMCES
Albany State University Athletics visited South Mitchell Elementary School to reward students for reaching Accelerated Reading goals. The
ASU SAAC has developed the RAMS Reading Program. They visited the school to present certificates of achievements to students in grades
first through fifth. According to Stan McCormick, sports information director, “This is our gift to the students of surrounding counties school
systems for doing an excellent job in reading.”
5th grade

3rd and
4th
grades

1st and 2nd
grades

The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school’s media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Vic Hill
Schools:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
Vicki Hicks, Principal

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
Jacquelyn White, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Barbara Reddick
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Patricia English, Principal

Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Robert Adams, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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MCSS Teachers of the Year … from page 1
Shanicie Williams
North Mitchell County Elementary School Teacher of the Year
Mrs. Williams has been a Health/PE teacher in the Mitchell County School System for six years and was a 4th grade
teacher for two years. She received her Bachelor’s degree from Georgia Southern University, Master’s degree from
Troy University, and Specialist degree from Valdosta State University. During the past 3 years, she obtained her ESOL
Endorsement and Gifted Endorsement. She believes that “passion drives her to continue her education and to
continuously refine her teaching skills. This passion is a passion for children, for making a difference in their lives, and
building relationships that matter.” Mrs. Williams insists that her greatest accomplishment in education is inspiring
students to become more physically active, teaching them the importance of eating a well-balanced diet, and getting
the proper rest. She has engaged in several professional learning opportunities, such as differentiation, assessment
writing, and co-teaching. She currently holds the positions of exploratory chairperson, teacher mentor, and leadership
team member.
Mrs. Williams is actively involved in her community through volunteering with the Keeping Obesity Out of Life’s Loop
(KOOLL) program, Ebenezer Christian Center, and Salvation Army. She is also a certified Zumba instructor and is committed to changing
local perceptions about healthy living and exercise. She believes, “Teaching is the essence of a culture, from traditions to new innovations,
there is something that can be taught. The word teaching should be synonymous to learning. In order for something to be taught, there is
always something to be learned.”

Patrice Dawson
South Mitchell County Elementary School Teacher of the Year
Ms. Dawson has been an English/Language Arts teacher in the Mitchell County School System for 12 years. She
received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Albany State University and her Specialist degree from Nova
Southeastern University. She believes that her greatest accomplishment in education is her ability to motive students
to learn by providing an exciting, nurturing, and positive environment in her classroom. Ms. Dawson is a member of
the Georgia Association of Educators (GAE), and has received extensive professional learning in the areas of
Singapore Math, eligibility report writing, and teaching the standards. Within her community, she is an active member
of St. James Missionary Baptist Church, where she sings in the Mass Choir, serves on the culinary committee, and is
chairperson for the Women’s Day Program. She volunteers with the American Legion Auxiliary Unity 518, NAACP,
and Team One Sports Club. According to Ms. Dawson, “A quality education is the key to success. I can’t expect success if I can’t provide a
quality education. When my students are successful, then I am successful. Now, that in itself is truly life’s greatest reward.”

Deborah Toombs
Mitchell County Middle School Teacher of the Year

Ms. Toombs has taught 7th grade mathematics at MCMS for the past 8 years. She received her Bachelor’s, Master’s,
and Specialist degrees from Nova Southeastern University. Ms. Toombs’ family’s career choice is education and she
decided to continue the tradition of being an educator.
She completed training for the Positive Behavior
Intervention Support (PBIS) initiative and has championed the implementation plan for the school. Ms. Toombs was
also appointed as Team Leader for the PBIS team. In the community, she has been involved in many ministry/
volunteer activities, such as the Freedom Festival, choir member, and Operation Christmas Child. Ms. Toombs stated
that teaching is a worthy profession and that a teacher should exemplify values that include integrity, courtesy,
honesty, and compliance with the highest level of ethical standards. She believes that effective teachers create
learning environments that foster meaningful learning for every student.

Gobble! Gobble!
By: Yikeria Davis and Zephaniah Walker
On Thursday, November 19, Mrs. P. Crosby’s Junior Intern students participated in Pre-K
Thanksgiving lunch at Mitchell County High School. The intern students were stationed in
different areas along the Pre-K hallway as well as in gymnasium to assist parents in finding
their reserved luncheon seats. The interns also assisted the Pre-K children in carrying their
trays and finding their hand-made placemats. In preparation for this event, the Mrs. Crosby’s
students made their own Indian vests and turkey hats to assist parents and visitors in
identifying the Pre-K helpers.
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FCCLA on the Road
On November 5, 2015, five FCCLA
members
(Family,
Career
and
Community Leaders of America) went to
Warner Robins for Star Events training at
Houston County High School. The
members were able to eat dinner,
socialize, and review previous star event
projects. Members split into groups and
attended
Star
Events
and
connection team training to
prepare for their Region Star
Events competition in February.
Left: Tyrique Emanuel, James
Perkins, Ja’Kaeria Brown, Lorena
Vazquez, and Veronica Jackson

Telemedicine
Coming to MCSS
What is Telemedicine? Telemedicine is the use of
medical information exchanged from one site to
another via electronic communications to improve a
patient’s clinical health status. Dr. D. Patel is working with the MCSS to be the local
provider. Students can be treated by the doctor without leaving
school. This will be a tremendous benefit for the student and
the parent. Dr. Patel met with CNS Educational Coordinator
Beau Sherman (shown right) to create a video about
telemedicine and how it works. The video will be shown at the
MCHS Scavenger Hunt on December 15 and will also be
shown on the local CNS television station. More details will
be coming in the February 2016 issue and will be placed on
MCHS web page.
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JROTC
Cadet Shar’tyonna Johnson
Promoted to
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel
On Tuesday, 1 December 2015, Cadet SHAR’TYONNA
S. JOHNSON, senior, fourth-year cadet, was promoted
to Cadet Lieutenant Colonel and assumed responsibilities
and duties as GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC’s Deputy
Group Commander! Cadet Johnson will work side by side
with the Group Commander, Cadet Colonel Jake Camp,
senior, fourth-year cadet, in the day to day operations of
the unit. Cadet Johnson has served as an Element Leader,
Athletics NCO and Flight Commander during her three
plus
years
in
AFJROTC!
Cadet Johnson has
earned the following
awards: Distinguished
Unit,
Outstanding
Organization,
Outstanding
Flight,
Leadership,
Color
Guard, Good Conduct,
Health and Wellness,
Activities, Dress and
Appearance
and
Longevity
ribbons!
Congratulations Cadet
Johnson! HUA!

JROTC Cadets Participate
at 40th Annual Pecan
Harvest Parade
Twenty-four (24) cadets of Mitchell County High
School’s GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC eagerly
participated in the 40th Annual Pecan Harvest Parade
held Saturday, 21 November 2015, in Baconton,
Georgia. Under clear skies and a warm South Georgia morning, a flight of seventeen cadets were led down the parade path by second-year
cadet, CEDRIC KNIGHT, a member of Fox Flight. Others who marched in the formation included Cadets DARIA’UNA BUTLER,
TAJALIKA BUTLER, SHAHARRA COLEMAN, WENDY ESCALANTE, SHANYA EVANS, NAKIYA GARLAND,
SHANARIANA HICKS, VICTORIA HOLTON, VERA JACKSON, JADA McKINNEY, GIOVANNI MEZA, JAMEIA MORMAN,
TEARRIA RICHARDSON, SHYKIRA STANDFORD, MARKYA THOMAS, JAQUAY WHEELER, ILLYAH WILLIAMS,
JUSTIN YARBROUGH, and JAKIRIAH YATES! Carrying our nation’s colors during the parade, and then
presenting them at the opening ceremonies, were Cadets JAAMEL DEWBERRY, LUIS HERNANDEZ,
MARVIN HERNANDEZ, and TRAVEN WALKER!
The cadets of GA-946 performed in excess of one thousand eight
hundred community service hours last school year and continue to
demonstrate the Air Force core values of, “Integrity, Service Before
Self, and Excellence in All We Do!” GA-946 is celebrating its twentyfirst anniversary at Mitchell County High School. Established 1 July
1994, GA-946 is a nationally recognized Air Force Junior ROTC
“Distinguished Unit” (2008-2012, 2015) and “Outstanding
Organization” (2013) award winner!
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NMCES Fifth Grade Visits
Andersonville Civil War Site
Students in fifth grade recently toured the prison site located at
Andersonville, Georgia. Students learned about conditions
prisoners endured while held at Camp Sumter—one of the most
horrid prison camps from the Civil War. Students listened to a
park ranger explain the development and problems that led to
the deaths of many prisoners even though the camp was only
open 14 months. Students toured recreations of the lean-to
structures prisoners made to protect themselves from the hot summers and cold winters. Fifth graders
also were given cards that told of a specific prisoner’s fate. They learned whether their soldier would
have survived the harsh conditions or died. In addition, students visited the National Prisoner of War
Museum located on the grounds of the historic site. Students were able to view artifacts from prisoners of other conflicts such as Korea and
Vietnam. They also listened to video stories of former prisoner of war soldiers and their families.

SMCES: Spaghetti, Fried Rice,
Cheesecake, Oh My!
By: Jeannie Bush, Fifth Grade SMCES Social Studies Teacher
Fifth grade social studies students participated in an International
Tasting Party on Tuesday, November 17, 2015. After completing the
study on immigration, students brought traditional cuisine from the
country they were assigned and shared it with their classmates.
Standard SS5H3d states that students should be able to describe the
reasons people emigrated to the United States, from where they
emigrated, and where they settled. Each small group was assigned
one of the four countries: Japan, Ireland, Italy, and Germany. The
study included internet research, PowerPoint presentations, journal
writing, illustrations, and mapping. Completed work was displayed
on tri-folds on each table where the food was served. The students
enjoyed participating in the International Tasting Party. One fifth
grader, Tanessiya Barnes said, “I liked it because we got to try something different!” Another
student, Caleb Silas said he “liked tasting foods from other countries.” Many delicious dishes
were prepared such as pizza, spaghetti, meatballs, fried rice, egg rolls, cheesecake, pretzels,
shepherd’s pie, sausage, ginger cookies, and many, many more. The participation was tremendous
as each table showcased a wide variety of tasty treats. Finally, students were also allowed to wear
the traditional dress of their country. Some dressed in Japanese and Irish clothing. Thank you to
the parents who allowed their children to participate in this event and for playing an integral part
in its success.

GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC
Can Food Drive 2015
The cadets of GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC conducted “Cans for Camilla
2015” in support of The Mitchell County Food Bank, 26 October – 13
November 2015. Led by Cadet DE’NAKERRIA SMOAK, junior, GA-946
Community Service Officer, the can food
drive incorporated two unique competitions
and is one of the unit’s annual goals. Flight
competition was won by Echo Flight, led by
Cadet DE’NERICKA BROWN, freshman, as they were the first flight to reach 100% participation with each
cadet in the flight turning in at least five cans each. It is noteworthy that all Echo Flight members are freshmen
(first-year cadets) and they outperformed more seasoned cadets in other flights during this vital Community
Service Project. Golf Flight came in second, while Bravo Flight finished in third place. Awesome Job everyone!
More than 500 cans were donated to the Mitchell County Food Bank prior to the Thanksgiving holiday, ensuring
residents of Mitchell County were not left hungry during this most festive time of the year. WAY TO GO
CADETS!
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CTAE Fall Advisory Meeting
On November 19, 2015 Mitchell County High/MCSS Career and Technical Education Teachers held their Fall Advisory Council meeting at
Mitchell County High School. The inspiration was led by ECE student Temia Huntley. MCHS Principal Robert Adams gave an update on the
status of the Career Academy and MCHS Counselor Lori Brinkley talked about the Move On When Ready program where students attend
college while in high school. Currently MCHS has 22 students attending Bainbridge College, while 48 students take Bainbridge classes here at
the high school. In addition, we also have 26 students attending Southern Regional Technical College. Ms. Brinkley discussed the process for
how students were selected to participated in the MOWR program. In the future plans are to have MCHS becoming a site for night classes
through Bainbridge College and Southern Regional Tech College. During the CTAE general
meeting, six of Mrs. Paxton Crosby's Junior Early Childhood Education students (left) were able to
share pictures from their internship experiences in Mitchell County High School's Pre-K thus far this
year. Each student shared a few words describing the event or activity in the corresponding pictures.
The students were: Bristol Hicks, Tyranni Johnson, Dekara Williams, Aanijhya Mendez, Zephaniah
Walker, and Yikeria Davis. The meal was prepared by the Culinary Arts students under the
direction of Ms. L. Wingate. After the dinner, participants met in the respective program areas.

SMCES: Student Council
Induction Ceremony
On November 16, 2015 The South Mitchell Elementary School Council
held their first Induction Ceremony. All of the students who campaigned
and were nominated by their student body were pinned by their advisors
and recognized by their parents and fellow peers. The student council also
conducted another vote to nominate the 2015-16 officers. They were also named, pinned and sworn in at the
3rd grade
ceremony. The officers are as follows: President-Ta’Nessiya Barnes, Vice-President-Karsen Murray,
Secretary-Kacy Pace, and Treasurer-Cameron Daniels. The mission of the SMCES Student Council is to
strive for good citizenship, show respect to all individuals in the school and community, involve all students
in sharing ideas to make our school the best it can be, promote school spirit, give all students practice in
democracy in action, and provide service to groups in our school and community. Mrs. Donna Johnson issued
a challenge to the council to be leaders and serve, which is our greatest attribute to mankind. The student
council is already at work carrying out the task to “Be the Best that You Can Be” as it was stated in a poem
by council member Tania Lamar. They have two projects that they have embarked on and was also announced
during the ceremony, Operation Christmas Child and SMCES Food
Drive. They have worked hard to put up flyers, decorate posters, and
encouraged their fellow peers to make donations to help send toys to
children to other countries and are currently collecting Turkey Change to
buy turkeys and filling up boxes with canned goods and non-perishables
4th grade
to feed the local community. Congratulations! You are official, and we
look forward to the many great things to come. Top Left: Tanessiya Barnes-President, Karsen MurrayVice President, Kacy Pace-Secretary, Cameron Daniels-Treasurer; Top Right: Student Council Sponsors
5th grade
-Jeannie Bush, Keisha Williams, Contessa Henderson and Carlene Angry

MCMS Honors Breast Cancer Survivors
Mitchell County Middle School donated $2,100 to Mitchell County’s Health Department to support
local women’s health screening. The check was presented in honor of all who have been affected by
this disease. Mrs. English, principal and family member of a survivor; Mrs. Toombs, cancer
survivor; and Dr. Pam Taylor, on behalf of Mrs. Louise Lucky, who fought hard but lost her battle to
breast cancer, presented the check.
Students and staff hope that with this money it will help women of Mitchell County have the
necessary screenings, preventive measures, and care.
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November is for Giving Thanks
Mrs. P. Crosby’s Early Childhood Education students have been hard at work creating monthly
bulletin board designs for Mitchell County’s Preschool Program. The bulletin board is located
in the Pre-K cafeteria and will be changed out each month by Mrs. Crosby’s ECE students. The
bulletin board for November was created by Ja’Kaeria Brown, Tyrique Emanuel, Shaikeria
Hill, Juanita Holmes, Tella Jenkins, Alexis Maples, Michael Olvera, and James Perkins.
Left: Alexis Maples, Tyrique Emanuel, Tella Jenkins, Ja’Kaeria Brown, James Perkins

Life Size Employees

Mrs. P. Crosby’s 10th grade Early Childhood Education students recently
completed their unit on Professional Work Ethics. During this unit, students
discussed professional dress and grooming for the workplace. Upon completion
of their class discussions, students were challenged to create a life size
employee out of paper that
displayed appropriate dress and
grooming in an Early Childhood
Program.
Top Right: L-R: Bobby Chinell, Dekeria Butler, Shane Harris, Kasiem Wimberly, Perry
Macon, Kentrevious Williams, Andreanna Thomas, Chris Blackwell, Brittany Ferrell, Arianna
Jones, Demontavious Clayton and Georgina Garcia.
Left: Shikira Standford, Quinte Cooper, Vershawn Johnson, Shyanna Williams, Cedric Knight,
Quason Mickens and Destiny Cheevers

NMCES Kindergarteners Makes Gloop
The kindergarten students at NMCES made gloop during their FLP time.
The students mixed water and corn starch together. They manipulated the
gloop. It looked like a liquid when it was still but behaved like a solid
when manipulated. The students read the book Solid or Liquid? and made a

chart of solid and liquid items. They enjoyed learning how some things
such as water can be a liquid but when frozen into ice it becomes a solid.
Picture 1 - Daniel Cruz Marquez; Picture 2 - Jordan Williams; Picture 3 Gharyah Logan, Dalilaah Puckett, and Elijah Turner

GA-946 AFJROTC Cadets
Participates in Veteran’s Day
Activities
Cadets JAKE CAMP, LUIS HERNANDEZ, LOGAN
KNIGHT and JACK McCOMAS presented our nation’s
colors during the 2015 Veteran’s Day program hosted by
American Legion Post 141
and 518, Wednesday, 11
November 2015, at the
Mitchell County courthouse.
Also, Cadets DARIA’UNA
BUTLER
and
SHANTORIA WHITUS
lead the audience in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Nice Job Cadets! HUA!

Aliens Have Landed at SMCES

The Aliens have landed in Ms. Sandra Thomas 4th grade math class at South Mitchell County Elementary School. The students have been
working on CCGPS Standard (MCD4.OA.4) Find all factor pairs for a whole number, recognizing that a whole number is a multiple of each
of its factors. Students had to follow these steps. (Step 1) Use a composite number.
(Step 2) Start dividing by the prime numbers starting with 2. If the composite
number is divisible by 2 write it down and find the next factor. If not, check if the
factor is evenly divisible by 3, 5, 7, 9 etc. (Step 3) Check the factors. If they are
prime, you are done. If they are not continue dividing until you reach all prime
numbers. Circle ALL the prime numbers then multiply them. Your product should
come out to be the multiple you started with.

December 2015

Page 8

MCMS Recognition of Perfect Attendance for
Faculty and Staff
Do you think that teacher absentees affect student achievement? According to research,
student learning is disrupted when a teacher is absent from the classroom. When a teacher
is repeatedly absent, student performance can be significantly impacted in a negative way.
This year, Mitchell County Middle School (MCMS) is making a conscious effort to
monitor faculty and staff absences, as well as recognize our employees who consistently
report to work each day. Attendance is tracked monthly and posted in the MCMS data
room. For the first four months of the 2015-2016 school term, members of the faculty and staff with perfect attendance for any month were
recognized during faculty meetings. Faculty and staff who reported to work for two or more consecutive months received a 30 minute early leave
pass, candy jars, and attendance certificates. For the months of August and September, MCMS had five teachers with perfect attendance: Ms.
Crystal Grimsley, Mrs. Diana Whitaker, Mr. Willie Martin, Mrs. Jenny Collins, and Ms. Leslie Lockett. Their names were placed in a drawing
for a $25.00 gift card. Mrs. Whitaker was the winner of the gift card. At the end of November, MCMS had three teachers with perfect attendance
for the first four months of school: Mrs. Diana Whitaker, Ms. Crystal Grimsley, and Mr. Willie Martin. Ms. Grimsley won the gift card.
Teachers are the most important school-based determinant of students’ academic success. MCMS strives to encourage all faculty and staff to
monitor their attendance, because it could have a negative impact on student achievement.

NMCES 4th Graders Visit Fernbank
Museum of Natural History
And Martin Luther King Jr. Historical Site
After being actively engaged in predicting what would happen if specific animals
became scarce in an area students visited the Fernbank Museum of Natural
History as great opportunity for our students to come face-to-face with the world's largest dinosaurs, explore the
development of life on Earth through the landscapes of present-day Georgia and Georgia’s Natural
Regions as well as connect with cultures from around
the globe and much more! Another great educational
moment of this trip was the visit to the Martin Luther
King Jr. Historical site. Students traveled to the vistor
center, Ebenezer Baptist Church where they sat in the
sanctuary where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once
preached. The final tour ended at the resting place of Dr.
and Mrs. King.

SMCES Is Out of This World
The 4th graders of South Mitchell County Elementary are
out of this world. The students in Ms. Kelly's science
classes worked very hard to complete planet reports and
projects. They created a variety of projects such as reports,
posters, models, and tri-fold boards. Each student worked
on the planet of their choice and completed research to tell the distance from the sun, the number of
moons, the diameter and radius, and some interesting facts about the planet. The level of work
completed was extremely impressive.
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ASU Athletes Visit MCMS
Athletes from Albany State University visited MCMS to award those students who met their AR goals for
the first nine weeks. MCMS would like to extend a special thank you to these young men for talking with
our students about the importance of reading and getting good grades in school.
Left: Dominque Pollard and Jonatan Galan with MCMS Principal P. English

Day
Saturday
Monday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday

Date
Dec. 12
Dec. 14
Dec. 17
Jan. 7
Jan. 9
Jan. 16

Opponent
Lee(west)Middle
TCCMS
McIntyre Park
Moultrie Middle
Moultrie(6th &7th graders)
Moultrie(6th&7th graders)

Location
Leesburg
Thomasville
Home
Moultrie
Home
Moultrie

Community Members Donate Books

Time
10 a.m.
4:30 p.m
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.

By: Jaacobi Dewberry & Jahaili Dewberry, 7th Grade
Recently, Mitchell County Middle School held its first book fair for the school year.
During this time, students found out there was a new release of a book entitled, The
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Old School. Students were ecstatic about the new release.
Because many students desired the book and were not able to purchase it, the
Language Arts Department reached out to community members for support. In a
matter of days, more than twenty books were purchased via the school’s online book
fair and from local merchants. Some of the books were placed in the school’s media
center for students to check out. Names of students were also drawn from each
grade level. Each book received a special sticker with the purchaser’s name. The
student body at Mitchell County Middle School would like to thank Ms. Sharon
Edwards, Ms. Courtney Ferrell, Ms. Selena Ferrell, Mrs. Jackie Graham, Ms. Iris
Hawthorne, Ms. Pamela Isom, Mrs. Marla Poon- Jones, Ms. Doris Sanders, Ms.
Rosa Ward, and Mr. Randy Williams for their support.
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SMCES Counselor’s Corner
Holiday Tips for Children at https://kids.usa.gov
Each year, December brings a month filled with holidays and celebrations complete with a gift giving traditions and school
vacations. However, kids, before you enjoy the break from school, make sure you check out this list of holiday tips to keep you
and your family safe and healthy this holiday season.
 Track Santa-With Santa Tracker you can follow Santa on his Christmas Eve journey in Google Maps or Google Earth.
Explore YouTube videos and photos from each place Santa visits and track his route to watch him fly around the world.
 Choose Tradition over Material Things-Make this holiday season more about your family and less about material things. Instead of
creating a wish list of gifts you would like, try to help your family understand the spirit of giving by focusing on family traditions.
 Eat and Stay Healthy during the Holidays-During the holidays, yummy food and tasty treats are everywhere. Try not to eat too much of
the sweet stuff. Also, don't forget to wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds. This will help you from spreading germs.
 Most importantly, be very careful. Do not talk to strangers. Do not go anywhere alone. Make sure your parents/guardians know where
you are at all times. Also, make sure you are aware of your surroundings at all times. Stay focused so that you can stay safe!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM SMCES!
Character Education
SMCES would like to spotlight the students who exhibit Citizenship--November’s Character Education Trait. These students
were caught helping out in their classrooms and their community by assisting
their teachers and other students,
pitching in where needed, and
just being overall good people.
We appreciate our Good
Citizens!
Kendra K. Johnson, SMCES

MCMS Students Visit School’s Data Room

By: Franky Lopez, 7th Grade
Data is a popular word on the campus of Mitchell County Middle School. Students
hear the word everyday in all areas of the school. The state of Georgia released
Georgia Milestone scores in late October. After school administrators analyzed the
data and posted the results in the data room, teachers took their students to the room
to get a visual of how the school and state functioned as a whole. During the visit,
students and teachers shared their concerns and discussed ways to improve in all
content areas. Students reported that after viewing the results from the data, they are
intrinsically motivated to work harder this school year in order to show gains.

MCMS Special Thanks!
By: Dr. Pam Taylor, Media Specialist
Our book fair was a huge success thanks
to students, faculty, staff, parents, and
community members. Our goal was $1200
and we surpassed that goal! Fair sales
were $1654.45! Our profit in books
totaled $661.78. Thank you for supporting
our fair and helping us get more books in
the hands of students.
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First Row: Coach Eric Gervin, Rondarrius Williams, Kentrevious
Williams, Stetmond Hicks, Coach Corey McKinny, Shedrick Thompson
Second Row: Kenterrius Wallace, Anthony McIntyre , Jamarcus Williams,
Rondarrius Williams, Armone’ Burkes
Back Row: Demontavius Clayton, Jamarcus Hopkins, Jadakiss Harvey,
A’Keem Smith

First Row: J’maica Williams (3), Jo’cilin Moore (14), Second Row:
Bristol Hicks (10), Nakiya Garland (20) , Antyonna Jones (30),
Derykah Yates (24), Tymara Pace (15), Third Row: Zykenzia Childs
(11), Denisha Fluellen (23), Ayanna Dennard (21), Trametria Scott
(5), Ke’Ambira Cannon (1), Jamia Mobley (25)

First Row: Jared Jones, David Bell, Eric Caison, Ziheem Hawkins,
Joshua Moore; Coach Corey McKinny
Back Row: Cedric Knight, Khalil King, Demetrius Jones, Tyke
Williams

Day
Saturday
Tuesday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Date
Dec. 12
Dec. 15
Dec. 18
Dec. 28
Dec. 29
Dec. 30

Opponent
Stewart*
Calhoun*
Quitman*
Baker Christmas Tourney
Baker Christmas Tourney
Baker Christmas Tourney

Location
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away

Time
6:00
6:00
6:00
TBA
TBA
TBA

*JV
No JV
JV Boys
JV Boys

Tuesday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

Jan. 5
Jan. 9
Jan. 15
Jan. 16
Jan. 19
Jan. 22
Jan. 23
Jan. 26
Jan. 29
Feb. 2
Feb. 5
Feb. 6

Webster
Terrell*
Westover
Quitman*
Miller*
Webster*
Randolph-clay*
Stewart*
Calhoun*
Terrell*
Westover
Baker County*

Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away

6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00

NO JV
JV Both
JV Boys
JV Boys
JV Boys
JV Boys
JV Boys
No JV
JV Girls
JV Girls
JV Girls
No JV

*JV starting time: 4:30, if both JV playing starting time is 3:00

MCHS
Basketball
Schedule
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Mitchell County School System’s Calendar: December 2015
South Mitchell County Elementary

School System Calendar

Dec. 10

Thanksgiving Dinner 1st, 2nd, 4th grades

Dec, 15

Board of Education Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 15

Kindergarten-Polar Express Day

Dec. 18

Early Dismissal Day at 1 p.m.

Jan. 12

APTT Conferences for K and 3rd grades

Dec. 21-Jan 1

Winter Holidays

Jan. 4

School Resumes

Jan. 18

MLK, Jr. Holiday

Jan. 14

Tech”knowledge” Night at 6:30 p.m.
North Mitchell County Elementary

Dec. 11

School Council at 12:00 and Uniform Swap 8:30-2:30

Dec. 17

Help A Child Smile

Dec. 18

Mitchell County High School
Dec 14

MCHS Band Christmas Concert at 7 p.m.

Christmas Program at 9 a.m.; Early Dismissal
12:30 p.m.

Dec. 15

Dashing Through the School MCHS Scavenger
Hunt from 5 to 7 p.m.

Dec. 19

Baconton Senior Citizen Breakfast at 10 a.m.

Dec. 16-18

Benchmark Exams

Jan. 14

Math Family Night 6 to 8 p.m.

Jan. 21

Benchmark 21 weeks’ exams

Jan. 29

ASVAB Exam

Mitchell County Middle School
Dec. 8

Hot Chocolate and Cookies Dialogue

Dec. 15

FFA Meeting and Movie Social

Dec. 18

Men of Mitchell Basketball Game at 9 a.m.

Jan. 8

9 Weeks Report Cards

Jan. 12

Mid-year Honors Day at 9 a.m.

Jan. 21

Parent Portal Tech Night at 6 p.m.

Jan. 28

Mid Year Top 10 Banquet at 6 p.m.

A Taste of Christmas Chili
There was a special treat for the MCSS Board
Members at their November Board Meeting on
November 17. MCHS student Alexis Silas had
prepared her award winning Christmas Chili for the
members to taste. Alexis placed 1st place at the
Perry Fair in the FCCLA Chili-Cook-off, Sr.
Division. Alexis is in the Culinary Arts program at
MCHS and her teacher and FCCLA advisor is
Lillibel Wingate.

SMCES: Caught In the Act!!!!
Highlighting December Star Students…
This Month, we would like to highlight our December star students
Janae Colson and Lateah Warren
Janae, from Mrs. Keisha Williams’ class, is a bright student and diligent class helper. She is reliable and
dependable among all of her teachers. She is an active member of the student council and works with the
WBEN news team. Lateah Warren, from Ms. Patrice Dawson’s class, is also a pleasure to teach. She is
witty and is not afraid to speak her mind. She uses her words eloquently among her peers to help them
resolve problems when conflicts arise. People gravitate to her because she is always so upbeat in personality.
She also serves on the Student Council Committee and is an active member of the SMCES cheerleading
squad. These students have both been identified as hardworking and are always on task in every class. They
work well in group peer settings and have a positive attitude for learning. Thank you for all you do to learn
and have fun learning. Students will be announced on WBEN and their posters will also go up on our Wall of Fame! They will also be awarded prize
bags filled with all kinds of goodies from the fourth grade teachers which include a free dress down coupon from the principal! They will also be awarded
a trophy and will be able to participate in the end of the year Star Student Party. Because you work so hard to do your best, we want to show our
appreciation for all you do here at South Mitchell Elementary School! Inquiring minds want to know….Who will be Next?
Above: Lateah Warren and Janae Colson (Left to right)

