CAMINOTES
Camino Grove Elementary School PTA Newsletter
June 2015
Let’s set the pace . . . Go Roadrunners!
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As the 2014-2015 school year comes to a close, I want to thank all of you for another
amazing school year. This year has flown by. Isn’t it amazing how quickly a day turns
into a week, a week into a month and before you know it the year is over? It is my
hope that your summer days will be long and filled with rest and relaxation.
I am sure you share my appreciation and respect for the dedicated teachers and
support staff who work tirelessly to make sure your child learns all he/she can every
day throughout the school year. I want to thank you for your participation in your
children’s academic studies. Our success as a school is in part due to the diligent
effort families put forth to support our educational programs. I also want to take time
to thank the members of our PTA, Arcadia Educational Foundation, and community
partners who have enriched our school with a variety of family events as well as
financial support.
During the summer, please make regular plans for your child to practice reading,
writing and math. Mrs. Costerella has added a summer link to our school website.
There you will find a calendar of activities students can participate in to help minimize
the “summer slide” and help reinforce their reading, writing, and math skills. When
school resumes, we want your children to be ready to pick up where they left off.
Check it out; it is a wonderful resource. Also don’t forget about all the great summer
opportunities provided through the Recreation Department and Arcadia Public
Library. There are many fun and educational programs provided by the city, all
summer long.
May each of you stay safe and healthy, and take time to enjoy all of the special
people in your lives. Please look for important information regarding next year, in your
child’s report card and in the mail this summer. I look forward to seeing you again at
Roadrunner Days in August. Have a wonderful summer!
Mrs. Popovich
Aaah, summer - that long anticipated stretch of lazy, lingering days, free of
responsibility and rife with possibility. It's a time to hunt for insects, master
handstands, practice swimming strokes, conquer trees, explore nooks and crannies,
and make new friends.
~Darrell Hammond

PTA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Camino Grove Parents, Students, and Families,
After two wonderful years, this will be my last letter in Caminotes as Camino
Grove’s PTA President. I want to thank ALL of the parents and volunteers who
have helped here at the school throughout the year – with donations and
investments of time, both small and large!
We had another amazing year running events and programs that made our
children’s experience here better:











Work Room and Parking Lot/Carpool Volunteers
Red Ribbon Week
Fall Book Fair
4 Family Fun Nights (Trunk-or-Treat, Santa’s Fun Zone, Magic Show
Night, Outdoor Movie Night)
Jog-A-Thon
Carnival
a continuously improving and expanding Art Docent Program
Penny Wars
Bring Your Family to Lunch Days
Breakfast with Dad

At the same time, through our collective fundraising efforts, we were able to
raise money to help with:
 Teachers’ classroom supplies budget (matching site funds dollar-fordollar) (~$5,000)
 Field trip transportation (supplementing the site budget so less is
asked directly from the parents at each grade level) (~$5,000)
 Teacher grants for special teaching materials (~$2,500)
 School assemblies (~$4,000)

PTA Board Members 2014-2015
Principal
President
Executive V.P.
1st V.P. Programs
2nd V.P. Publicity
3rd V.P. Room Reps
4th V.P. Membership
5th V.P. Ways & Means
6th V.P. Legislation
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Historian
Auditor

Danae Popovich
Jennifer Vargo
Audrey Her
Lisa Longo
Lauren Shalabi
Jonie Tsuji
Jennifer Shiuan
Ernie Tsui
Jill Hokanson
Joy Cheng
Regina Shay
Jelin Truong
Christine Maritato
Pearl Cheung
Kari Holmes
Valma Kwong

PTA MEETINGS
2014-2015
Meetings completed:
August 27 Meet & Greet — 9 am
September 8 — 6:15 pm*
October 13 — 9:00 am
November 10 — 6:15 pm*
January 12 — 9:00 am
February 9—6:15 pm*
March 9—9:00 am
* A proctor will be on hand at night PTA
meetings to watch school-age children.

And these lists are just a sampling – they are by-no-means exhaustive!
On June 1, at the incoming Executive Board Installation ceremony, I handed the
official president’s gavel over to Audrey Her, your incoming PTA President. We
also welcomed 5 new members to the board (Riona Fujinaga, Helen Han-Liu,
Kent Lai, Mala Ray-Patel, and Nerida Gonzalez) as well as 10 returning
members (Kari Holmes, Regina Shay, Ernie Tsui, Pearl Cheung, Jonie Tsuji,
Jill Hokanson, Jen Shiuan, Jelin Truong, and Audrey and myself). I am 100%
certain Audrey and the incoming board are going to do an outstanding job,
bringing fresh perspectives and ideas to our PTA.
Next year, I will still be active and around as your Camino Grove PTA Treasurer.
Feel free to continue to come to me or any of the other board members at any
point with concerns or suggestions for improvement. I will also be serving on
the Arcadia Council PTA as Recording Secretary, which will help to keep our
school integrated with PTA activities at the AUSD level as well.
I have so many amazing memories from the past two years and I come away
from the experience with such a deep appreciation for our teachers, families,
and community. I’ve also been lucky to meet and connect with very smart,
devoted, loving, and generous parents here at the school and for that I am truly
thankful! I hope your families all have a great summer. See you all back here on
campus in August!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Vargo, Camino Grove PTA President, cgpta.president@gmail.com

PTA President’s Fun Search:
Look
for
the
baby
roadrunner with balloons
like this ————————>
throughout the issue. Have
your parent email me with
the number you counted (including
the one right here), your name, and
your teacher’s name. If you’ve got
the right number, you’ll get a little
prize from me!
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PTA NEWS
Volunteers of the Month April 2015
Every month PTA honors some of our many, many wonderful volunteers for their special recent contributions.
The volunteers receive a small gift and a special parking space to use during the month.

Susan Lew
We are honoring Susan her for her
tireless work on the upcoming Spring
Carnival. We haven’t seen as much of
Susan’s wonderful face around school
lately because she has taken on a fulltime job at the high school, but
nevertheless she has sacrificed to carve
out time in her schedule to work PTA
activities. In fact, she spent much of
her family’s Spring Break working on
carnival organizing and preparations.
Susan also continues to serve as our
workroom chairperson. Susan is
mother to Ellie (in Ms. Rozelle’s 3rd
grade class), Everett (in Mr. Rhee’s 5th
grade class), Catherine (a freshman at
AHS), and Warner (a sophomore in
college).

Jill Hokanson
Jill does many things around the school,
but we are honoring her here for her
behind-the-scenes work for carnival. She
put together all of the folders for the room
parents. She does all of her work quietly
and without asking for any recognition.
For example, last year, she made all of the
permanent carnival signs and laminated
them, which is saving time for room
parents this year. She also ran the fall
book fair (and has done so for several
years running now) and she will be
chairing Penny Wars in late May. She
always does all of her work meticulously
and totally selflessly. Jill is mother to 3
wonderful girls: Hannah, a 3rd grader in
Mrs. Tallon’s class, Ella, a 7th grader at
Dana, and Natalie, a 10th grader at AHS.
3

Volunteers of the Month May 2015
Helen Han-Liu
Helen is another of the quiet but reliable helpers.
She has helped with Vision Screening, Book Fair,
Santa’s Fun Zone, Picture Days, Hearing
Screening, In-N-Out/Magic Show Night, and
Honorary Service Awards Night. She has also
written a number of articles for Caminotes. Even
though she is shy, Helen has raised her hand to
take on a leadership role on next year’s Executive
Board as the VP of Programs and we are looking
forward to seeing more of her creativity in action!
Helen is mother to three boys: Joshua, a
kindergartener in Mrs. Pasqua’s class, Elijah, a 2nd
grader in Mrs. Heggem’s class, and Nathan, a 6th
grader at Dana Middle School.

Lauren Shalabi
Lauren is our VP of Communications. This year, she has edited
and published Caminotes and maintained the PTA bulletin
boards. She is a friendly face who is always excited to take on
new challenges. Lauren will be taking a break from heavy PTA
duties next year with her 5th child due this summer and we will
miss her! Lauren is mother to Brennen, a 2nd grader in Mrs.
Lloyd’s class, Yousef, a TK student in Mrs. Gilbert’s class, and
Ishaq and Eli, who are still in pre-school.

4

Volunteer of the Month May 2015
Jean Chang
Jean is our Open House Dinner
chairperson this year and spent
many hours on preparations for
the event, even recruiting her
kids to help. Jean has a
wonderfully welcoming
demeanor and loves to do her
part to keep our PTA running
strong. Jean is mother to Kaitlin
Lin, in Mrs. Hang’s 4th grade
class, and Connor Lin, in Mrs.
Pasqua’s kindergarten class.

Diana Su
Diana is one of those quiet helpers who
doesn’t like to take on leadership roles,
but is always there to lending a helping
hand. She has raised her hand to
volunteer at many events including
Roadrunner Day, Santa’s Fun Zone,
Picture Days, and the District Art Show
Set-up. I have also seen her staying to
help with tasks she hasn’t “signed up for”
on many occasions, including helping to
set up and clean up a number of
hospitality events this year. Diana is
mother to Amanda Lin in Mr. Weber’s 2nd
grade class.
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Camino Has Character Awards (March)
Each year one or two students from each classroom in grades TK – 5 are chosen
every two months or so for the Camino has Character Award. The recipients
receive these awards by demonstrating one of the Six Pillars of Character
(Trustworthiness, Caring, Fairness, Respect, Citizenship, & Responsibility).
This year’s third group of recipients received their award certificates at a special
assembly in March. They are:

3rd Grade
Sabrina Hu – Caring
Winston Lin – Responsibility
Caley Chan – Responsibility
Aidan Kim – Respect

TK & Kindergarten
Yousef Shalabi – Caring
Colin Chau – Trustworthiness
Ellis Huynh – Trustworthiness
January Terrones – Fairness
Ryan Kim – Respect
Frances Tseng – Fairness
1st Grade
Zayne Bannoura – Citizenship

Maya Fennell – Trustworthiness
Madelyn Tjhai – Trustworthiness
Heather Lam – Responsibility
Ivye Escobedo – Caring
Emily Hui – Respect
2nd Grade
Olivia Cong – Respect
Steven Shi – Responsibility

Ellen Lloyd – Respect
Jacob Lujan – Caring
Elijah Han-Liu – Respect
Olivia Ip – Respect
Kimberly Ng – Caring
Emily Chien – Citizenship
Damon Ma – Responsibility

Hailey Tam – Responsibility

Elijah Huynh – Respect
Alison Yamada – Responsibility
William Molina – Responsibility
4th Grade
Aidan Cuellar – Caring
Sandra Aw – Fairness
Natakorn Nillarat – Fairness
Rebecca Peraza – Respect

Ethan Lai – Responsibility
Shawn Lau – Respect
Joanne Chan – Responsibility
Presley Nevadomsky – Responsibility
Joshua Sujo – Trustworthiness
5th Grade
Daniel Nguyen – Responsibility
Yuki Cun – Caring
Jacqueline Shum – Responsibility
Tiffany Kao – Caring
Lisa Li – Responsibility
Kody Trinh – Responsibility
Emily Liang – Responsibility
Allyson Arellano – Trustworthiness
Joshua Khaw – Responsibility

Stephanie Ho – Respect
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Camino Has Character Awards (May)
Each year one or two students from each classroom in grades TK – 5 are chosen
every two months or so for the Camino has Character Award. The recipients
receive these awards by demonstrating one of the Six Pillars of Character
(Trustworthiness, Caring, Fairness, Respect, Citizenship, & Responsibility).
This year’s final group of recipients received their award certificates at a special
assembly in May. They are:

3rd Grade
Isaiah Lu – Responsibility
Isabella Ramirez – Responsibility
Naomi Stillitano – Respect
Patrick Seo – Responsibility

TK & Kindergarten
Christopher Engl – Respect
Valerie Hu – Fairness
Nia Garcia – Caring
Ian Chung – Fairness
Esther Valenzuela – Caring

Victoria Kenworthy – Caring

Jia Quiroz – Responsibility
Nathan Chen – Respect
Emily Lam – Respect
Timothy Truong – Responsibility
Hailey Tam – Trustworthiness

Sophia Wei – Fairness
4th Grade

st

1 Grade
Shila Ainsworth – Trustworthiness

Jasmine Radle – Caring
Brian Adams – Respect
Marcus Kwon – Responsibility
Olivia Deng – Respect
Christina Chen – Respect
2nd Grade
Brennan Shalabi – Fairness
Zuni Ng – Trustworthiness

Henry Zhao – Respect
Evelyn Tsoi – Responsibility
Owen Chen – Caring
Oviya Piratheepan – Responsibility
Kierstyn Ausen – Responsibility
Misty Ta – Citizenship
Brandon Yoon – Fairness

Jared Carter – Citizenship
Refka Ibrahim – Responsibility

Kai Tsuji – Responsibility
Victoria Chung – Fairness
Athena Liu – Responsibility
Jesse Lok – Respect
Ethan Elliott – Responsibility
Wyatt Alexander – Trustworthiness
5th Grade
Allison Huang – Responsibility
Elish Price – Caring
Angel Gao – Responsibility
Phillip Gan – Caring
Jonas Yee – Fairness
Madison Liang – Caring
Anissa Lujan – Trustworthiness
Elysia Leung – Responsibility

Riho Takano – Caring
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Student Choir Performance and Honorary Service Awards
On Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 7:30pm, the Camino Grove Choir, led by Mrs. Popovich, performed
at the Arcadia Performing Arts Center. Our Camino Grove PTA Honorary Service Awards (HSA)
ceremony was held in conjunction with the choir performance. During the HSA ceremony, we
honored and showed appreciation for parents and staff members who have gone above and beyond
in their service to our school and students. This year’s recipients are:
Stephanie Brown
Outstanding Teacher Award

Emmanuelle Oddenino
Very Special Person Award

Danae Popovich
Outstanding Administrator

Jennifer Vargo
Honorary Service Award

Macy Zeng
Continuing Service Award

Joy Cheng
Continuing Service Award

More than 50 girls and boys took part in “A Night of Movie Magic.” These students sacrificed their lunch recesses weekly for
most of the school year to rehearse for the one-night-only performance and their sacrifice and dedication paid off in an
amazing performance!

Jennifer Vargo
(right) receives HSA
from Audrey Her
(left).
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Audrey Her (left) presents flowers and OAA to
Danae Popovich (right).

Macy Zeng (right) receives CSA from Lynn Shih (left).

Joy Cheng (right) receives CSA from Audrey Her
(left).

Danae Popovich (left) presents flowers
and OTA to Stephanie Brown (right).

Emmanuelle
Oddenino (right)
accepts her VSPA
from Sharon Pasqua
(left).
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Penny Wars
During the week of May 18-22, 2015, Camino Grove PTA held
our annual Penny Wars. The students get really excited about
this fundraiser each year. Grade levels competed against each
other to see who could end up with the highest score. This year
the kids brought in over $2,400.00 for Camino Grove PTA! The
kindergarten class won for the K-2 grades and their prize was a Sandy Candy party.
The 4th grade class won for the grades 3rd—5th and their prize
was an ice cream party. Every student in every grade also
received a special chocolate coin to reward them for their
enthusiasm. Thank you to all our students and parents who
participated and donated their coins to the cause.

SCRIP Contest Winner
Congratulations to Maung Htut, regular scrip customer and parent of one of our 1st
Graders, who won our March SCRIP promotion. He received $25 worth of the SCRIP
of his choice.
Thank you to our community for your support of the SCRIP program which benefits
our school and helps enhance our programs. In this time of budget uncertainties, the
support we receive from your purchase of SCRIP is vital to help maintain the
excellence of our school programs.
Remember, SCRIP is available for purchase every day in the school office. We have a
wide variety of market and specialty SCRIP for you to choose from! It makes a great
gift, and we even have complimentary gift card envelopes available for your
convenience! For information about registering your market and credit cards, please
visit www.escrip.com, or www.ralphs.com for Ralphs.
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Camino Grove's Second Annual 5th Grade Book Battle
What are book battles? Students read 15 books from a list of grade level Accelerated Reader books
that was distributed in early October. The students met once a week to discuss books and to read. On May
21th, Camino Grove held their second annual 5th grade Book Battle. We had four teams: Readatrons, Super
Six, Nameless, and The Readatrons.
During the Battle, the teams were questioned about all 15 books. If they knew the answer, they get
one point. If they knew the author, they received an additional point. If they did not know the answer or guess
wrong, the point(s) were then stolen by the opposing team. All questions began with "In what book." For
example, "In what book does a man with a yellow hat and a young monkey have many adventures?" The
team's answer would be, "Curious George" for one point, and then give the author's name for a second point.
It was a close Battle!! Team Readatrons advanced to the Semi-Finals to compete with Longley Way
fifth grade students.
Future fifth graders, are you ready to battle? Next year's 5th Grade Book Battle book list will distributed
in October. Keep your eyes open!!
Camino Grove Book Battle Coordinators,
Mrs. Bengford
Mrs. Kim
Mrs. Costarella
The Three Musketeers (Phillip, Masamichi, and Pranav)

Readatrons (Clinston, Thomas, Brian, and Jason)

Nameless (Andrea, Anthony, Andy, Selena, Sonia and Rebecca)

Super Six (Shriya, Faith, Nina, Emily and Audrey)
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Renee Costarella
Academic Program Coach
Camino Grove Elementary School
rcostarella@ausd.net
(626) 821- 8353

Scan to keep your smartness!

Are You Receiving Camino Grove
Emails?

Target is Taking Charge of
Education

In an effort to cut down on paper, Camino
Grove often uses our List Serve email system.
We typically send out emails regarding events
at school at least monthly, but often more than
that.

Target Red Card or Visa card members
have the opportunity to help Camino
Grove. If you have one of these cards,
please take a few minutes to go to the
Target website and designate Camino
Grove to benefit from your Target
purchases.

If you are not receiving these email notices,
you are missing out on valuable information.
It may be because you haven’t provided your
email address to us, or it may have changed
and needs to be updated. Please contact the
school office if you are not receiving these
school emails and we will research and update
it for you.
Office Phone contact information:
626/821-8353

Camino Grove recently received a
check for $331 from Target as a result
of our community selecting our school
to receive this benefit. These funds
help with additional supply purchases
to enhance instruction at Camino
Grove.
Many thanks to our
community!

Office Email contact information:
ajoseph@ausd.net
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Bully Busters
Back at the beginning of May, Camino Grove students were treated to a wonderful school assembly,
“Bully Busters,” sponsored by Camino Grove PTA!! An Edu-tainer for over 30 years, Dave Skale
has performed professionally all of his adult life. His assembly show themes emphasize California
State Educational Standards in a variety of fun presentations.
In this program, students learned about the “Golden Rule,” what we should do if we see someone
being bullied, and what to do if we are being picked on, just to name a few lessons. Magic and
Laughs are his secret tools for teaching these life lessons to kids. Very entertaining lessons were
learned by all. Thanks to our PTA for another winner!!

Mark Your Calendars
Camino Grove’s Third Annual Roadrunner Day is coming!!
Roadrunner Day is similar to the registration days that are held at the middle
and high school. This will be a time for you to come to school and take care of
completing necessary forms, etc., and most importantly, this is when your
student(s) will receive their class assignment. Please note: This is the only
way for them to receive this vital information.
Roadrunner day will take place on August 18th, with make-up day on August
24th. A large packet of information will be mailed to you in late July. This
includes everything you need to be successful at Roadrunner Day. During the
summer, other important information will be sent to you from the school
district. Please be sure to pay attention to these mailings as well. Should you
have any questions about any of this, please do not hesitate to contact the
school office staff: (626) 821-8353
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Moby Max for Math and Language Skills Development
http://www.mobymax.com/
Moby Max is a web based program that grows with your child’s mathematical and language skills. Your child
will complete a full assessment, Kindergarten through your child’s current grade level. The assessment is
searching for missing skills. Moby Max then creates practices, fast facts and benchmark assessments for your
child. This program can help your child set a sturdy foundation so he/she can soar!
Simple Facts about Moby Max:


To log in, your child must know his/her district username and password.



If your child has missing skills to master, it is suggested your child interact with Moby Max for at
least 30 minutes a day (at school or at home).



Read stories and informational articles and
then answer comprehension questions. Do
you know what the author’s purpose of the
text is?



Complete Fact Master practice. Your child will
be assessed in addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division.



Your child will click on Math button to complete math lesson.



Moby Max has lessons that are enhanced with audio. Please be sure to have the volume at an
audible level.



If your child needs to view the lesson again, they can click “Teach Me” in upper left hand corner.



If your child stumbles on a problem, they can click “Hint”.



Great for tablets and iPads! In the right hand corner, click on Extras. There you can access the
scratch pad to write and figure out the problem on the tablet. Otherwise, we suggest having a piece
of scratch paper and pencil available.

Please explore and have fun with the program. If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher.
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How to Get into Moby Max
Step 1: Go to www.mobymax.com

Step 2: Type “Camino Grove Elementary” for your school name

Step 3: Have your child enter their student ID and password
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AEF’s inaugural fundraising gala
Saturday, September 19th, 2015
A flyer that just looks like
this was sent home with
every student in midOctober with the Subway Fundraiser business card
attached. You can use that card over and over ALL
YEAR LONG (until the end of June 2015) to earn 10% of
your purchase back to Camino Grove PTA! Extra cards
available at the front desk with Mrs. Heltsley.

AEF is lighting the way to a better and
brighter future for Arcadia students! Join the
Arcadia and AUSD community for a night of
camaraderie, al fresco dining, and student
entertainment as AEF hosts their first
inaugural fundraising gala — “Bright Night.”
For more information and invitation,
contact AEF at (626) 447-2165 or
info@ArcadiaEdFoundation.org

Restaurant.com Fundraiser Available Until June 30, 2015!

For every $25 that you commit to this fundraiser, Camino Grove
PTA gets $12.50 and you get a $50 eGiftcard to spend at
Restaurant.com for discount deals at restaurants.

Some local restaurants that participate:
ARCADIA: La Luna Negra, Nirvana Indian Cuisine
MONROVIA: Cafe Lumar, Noor's Indian Bistro, Sakura Sushi House
DUARTE: Villa Italia Ristorante, SR Indian, Don Reyes Mexican
PASADENA: La Fiesta Grande Mexican, Sitar Indian, Margarita Jones,
Tibet Nepal House, Kal's Mediterranean, Himalayan Cafe, Los Tacos,
The Kitchen Italian Cafe & Pizzeria, Brookside Restaurant, Vero's
Restaurant
ONLINE: The Fruit Company, Mrs. Fields Online, Lobstergram.com
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