Students Pay Tribute at Schoolwide Memorial Assembly
By AMELIA JONES
NORTH KINGSTOWN - During the month of
March, Ms. Bauerle and several eighth grade
students who volunteered, got together after
school to plan, and make preparations for a
ceremony dedicated to the lives lost at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School. The students
who volunteered included Fran Marzilli, Eve
Piazza, Laura Pezzullo, Keara Culhane, Molly
Matthews, Maggie Wettergren, Kaitlyn Sullivan,

Students hold school wide memorial for victims of Florida
school shooting

Izzy Montini, and Amanda Cruz. With the help

The need for justice and something to be done

of Ms. Bauerle, the students met to plan and

so that no other schools have to endure another

later present the ceremony to the student body.

tragedy, was the catalyst for these students to

The assembly honored the students affected

put together their own memorial for the entire

and showed community support. Students who

school to see. Going forward, students and

planned the ceremony said that others

families can learn that tragedies like this can

watching the ceremony could learn these

happen anywhere, at any time, and parents and

incidences are serious and that our actions

students should be aware that this issue is

speak louder than words. The idea of the

challenging American schools.

ceremony was from Fran Marzilli and was
carried out by the rest of the students.
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Mrs. Denette retiring after 20 years of service to NKSD
By HEATHER SLIMM
NORTH KINGSTOWN - For those of you who went to
Quidnessett Elementary School, you probably remember
Mrs. Denette. Mrs. Denette has been the principal at
Quidnessett for 20 years and has been in the education
field for 23. This year, much to everyone’s sadness, she
is retiring. “There are so many wonderful memories,”
she says, “All made more special by the fabulous
students, staff, and families.” She loved the early years
when Quid families, staff and community members all
came together and built the new playground in a day.
She also cherished all of the fabulous plays they
produced over the years, such as Beauty and the Beast,
Aladdin, Oliver, and many more. She always loved the
Holiday Concerts, which truly made the Holiday season
come alive for her. Mrs. Denette was always so
impressed and inspired by the amazing and creative
projects that the students investigated at the Science
Fairs. Her very best memories all involve the students
and staff. Before teaching at Quidnessett, Mrs. Denette
was principal at Forest Park for a short time. Prior to
that, her career was in the financial field in Boston. She
also spent several years in land development.

Mrs. Denette has many things she plans to do when she
retires. First, she will
enjoy the summer months
by the beach and on the
water, sailing, and
learning to board. Then,
she will visit her sister
and friends in Maine, and
her son and daughter-inlaw in New York. She
will travel to New
Zealand and the Far East
when the weather gets
Principal of Quidnessett
colder here.
In her spare time, Mrs. Elm. Says goodbye after 20
Denette likes to jog on the beach, read good books,
garden, and travel. Her favorite travel destination is
Japan. After living there for a few years, she fell in
love with the country, the people, and the culture. She
has returned there several times. She serves on the
Board of Directors of the Japan-America Society of
Rhode Island, where she is able to cultivate
relationships between students in Japan and here in
Rhode Island.
RETIREMENT, Continued on page 4

When teachers go HOG-WILD
By LINDEN ROGERS
On April 8th, DMS students witnessed their favorite teachers kissing a pig.
Students raised over $5,318.56 for Pennies for Patients, which was higher than
any teacher ”bid” at the kickoff assembly (Mr. Dubois bid $5,000). Unfortunately,
Ariel the pig became a little scared by over 600 kids cheering at her, so not all
teachers could land a kiss. Mr. Thibodeau, the teacher who ran the assembly, sat
at the Coinstar for over 5 hours to count all of the coins! Some of the school’s
favorite teachers kissed Ariel, including Mr. Dubois, Mr. Logiodice, and Ms.
Vinacco. When asked if she enjoyed the assembly, Ms. Vinacco responded, “I
loved it. I was trying to get kids to bring in money constantly because I wanted to
smooch the pig so bad.” It’s such a good cause and she’s so cute!” Overall, the
assembly did not go as planned, but it was still great fun for all who attended!

Ariel the pig “puckers up” for a kiss from DMS
teachers
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Ms. Bauerle
By SAMANTHA CAMPBELL
One team R social studies teacher is
well known throughout Davisville
Middle School. When her students
were asked how they could describe
the beloved Ms. Bauerle in a few words,
their responses were “kind hearted and
fun.” Ms. Bauerle says that if she wasn’t
a teacher at DMS, she would be a
government worker. When asked how
she feels about her job, she replied, “I
love teaching history.” She has been
teaching for 20 years. The recent school
assembly honoring the victims of the
Florida school shooting was led by Ms.
Bauerle. She was the teacher who
helped to guide the students as they
planned and put together the
memorial to honor these students at
our school. She says, “I think this was
important so students could express
their feelings. So we could learn
together.”
Do you have a suggestion for the next DMS Person of
the Month? It can be a student, faculty member, staff,
coach, or club advisor. Send your recommendations
to: DragonChronicle2017@gmail.com
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Join the staff of The Dragon Chronicle!
The Dragon Chronicle meets after school on Thursdays in room
HE-2. Come join us and be part of the fun by producing our own
school newspaper!
The Staff:

The Dragon Chronicle Staff

Mrs. Paton, Club Advisor
Molly Matthews, Editor in Chief
Amelia Jones, Managing Editor
Emma Bissonnette, Copy Editor
Tegan Mouw, Webmaster
Linden Rogers
Daphne Higginbottom

Letter to the Editor...
When you think of recycling you think of a green bin
full of cardboard. And maybe you’ve heard that
plastic bottles and cups can be recycled too. But
did you know that plastic bags could be recycled?
Stop by one of the 18,000 retail locations in the
U.S. to drop off your plastic bags. These locations
include grocery stores and home improvement
stores. You can search for drop off sites near you
at: www.plasticfilmrecycling.org .
100 billion plastic bags end up in the landfill each
year, and the U.S. contributes about one fifth of that
number. If that doesn’t seem like a lot, think about
this, plastic bags take 1,000 years to decompose!
That’s going to cause massive pileup. Participating
in this movement can help reduce it. It can also
help with the 1,000,000 sea creatures killed by
plastic bags in the ocean.
“There is no such thing as ‘away’. When we
throw anything away it must go somewhere,” said
Annie Leonard. She is right. If we choose not to
recycle plastic bags, they will end up in the landfill,
the ocean, or are eaten by animals. Your choosing
not to participate in this much needed change will
cause the death of many people and animals
around the world.
Please be an upstander.
--Submitted by Anonymous Tree Hugger

Heather Slimm
Cole Trombley
Megan Matthews
Samantha Campbell
Danielle Hurowitz
Isabella Rueda

Retirement, continued from page 2
Mrs. Denette’s recent safari in Masai Mara, Kenya
was another favorite trip. Again, the people, the
culture, the love, and appreciation of life made this an
amazing trip for her and one that she would like to revisit. She also loves traveling to Italy. She says that
the country is amazing, the food is fabulous, and the
culture is inspiring. She is looking forward to
traveling to Scandinavia when it is warm and taking a
trip on the Trans-Canadian Railroad.
Mrs. Denette has one son, George, who is 35 and
works in the financial sector. She likes to visit him
and his wife Jessy, who live in New York City.
The things that she will miss the most at QES are the
students. “Every single student is amazing, creative,
unique and loving,” she says. She can’t keep herself
from smiling when she thinks of the affectionate hugs
she gets from the kindergarten students, and the
fabulous compliments she receives from the first and
second graders who tell her how beautiful she looks,
even on her worst days. She loves how students come
and tell her about something wonderful they did at
home the night before, or share a piece of work they
are proud of.
_________________________
The staff of the Dragon Chronicle wishes Mrs.
Denette the best of luck and a happy and healthy
retirement.
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Wacky Greek Olympics Promoting school unity through friendly
competition
By LINDEN ROGERS

The Wacky Greek Olympics is an event that
happens each year in the 6th grade. The
event is a competition between Team O and
N. All students are required to participate in
at least 1 event. One of the most popular
events is the tug-of-war. About a third of all
students participate in this event. This year,
there were 3 rounds of tug-of-war which were
won twice by team O and once by team N.
Some other events included frisbee throwing,
tricycle race, and the “Little Kid in Big
Clothes” basketball competition.
Mr. Enright runs the event, and he loves it!
According to him, “This year... [the
competition] was tied 10/10 and [by that time]
I lost count.” The Greek Olympics have been
going on for at least 10 years, and the teams’
history of victory are pretty even. Mr. Enright
said, “It is very hard to choose [a favorite]
event, they are all special. However, the Tug
of War is great because so many students on
each team participate and the effort is
amazing.” When asked if he prefers Sparta
or Athens, he replied “... when I was on
Sparta, it was Sparta, and when on Athens, it
was Athens. I do like the Spartans [team
color] red though.”
Overall, the event was fun for all, and
helped to build school spirit and unity.

Drawing submitted by Isabella Rueda
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Check it out…

Book Review

By MEGAN MATTHEWS

By: COLE TROMBLEY

Most toilets flush in E flat
All swans in England belong to
the queen
“Almost” is the longest word in
English with all the letters in
alphabetical order
Alaska law says that you can’t
look at a moose from an airplane
Minnie Mouse’s full name is
Minerva Mouse
There are more
plastic flamingos in
the U.S. than real
ones
More Monopoly
money is printed each year than
U.S. currency
The “hashtag” key on your
keyboard (#) is called an
octotroph
https://thoughtcatalog.com/jacob-geers/2016/04/
really-funny-random-weird-facts/2/

I have recently read the book, A Room Full
of Bones, a Ruth Galloway Mystery, by Elly
Griffiths. It was a very interesting book that
really makes you think on a deeper level.
The mystery of this novel is that two
mysterious deaths that occur in the same
week and it all comes back to the opening
of a priest’s coffin. In a museum, there is a
room of bones having been collected over
the years, from a collector who never reveals
his name. In this room there are three
antique African skulls that are pursued by a
clan that are called the “Enlightenists” who
want to retrieve the skulls to bury them
back in the ancient grounds where they
originated.
Ruth Galloway, an archaeologist, is trying
to solve the mystery and analyze the bones
when she comes across something
astounding, one of the skulls had cut marks
on it; something very suspicious for
something that ancient. As she tries to
solve this mystery, she also has to deal with
her personal life. Her child, friends, and
boyfriend, Mike, all play a role in this novel.
All in all, A Room Full of Bones was a very
engaging book, but I won't spoil the ending
for those who want to read it!
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Hail Britain
By LINDEN ROGERS &
SAMANTHA CAMPBELL

Never too early to
start saving for college!
By EMMA BISSONNETTE
Students at International club enjoy listening to
British music. -Photo by Linden Rogers

On April 26, 2018, Señor Synodi and the

Most people think of scholarships and college
savings as something regarding your last years of
high school. But did you know that many scholarships

International Club held “Hail Britain” day in

are available for middle school age students?

room 206. People attending had a great

students as young as kindergarten. Although the

Some of the money available can be earned by

time, just ask some of the members. “My

money earned can not be used right away, it can be

favorite thing about the club is that we get to

the time comes to pay those hefty college tuition bills.

do fun activities,” said Franklin Shehan. “I

tucked away safely in the bank earning interest until
While some scholarships require essay submissions,
others require specific projects, or volunteering in

like learning about the different cultures,”

your community. Other scholarships are music or art

said Peter DiStefano.

scholarships have to do with earth friendly majors. It

The international club meets each week
and celebrates the diversity of a specific
country or culture.
In celebration of British pop culture, the
students played music from The Beatles, The
Rolling Stones, and AC/DC, ate crumpets,
and had afternoon tea. Overall, it was a
smashing good time for all.

related. Interestingly, many of the available
seems there is a scholarship available for everyone,
no matter what your interests are.
Here is a website that gives information on many of
the scholarships that are available for younger
students.
https://www.edvisors.com/scholarships/winscholarships/free-scholarships/students-underage-13-scholarships/
It’s never too early to start saving or planning for
your college years. With summer vacation just
around the corner, and free time to write those
essays, now is a good time to start checking out the
scholarship contests you may want to enter.
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Linden’s Life Hacks
Here are some life hacks you may want to use
in the future!
____________________________________
Put 3 layers of
red tape and
one layer of
blue tape on
the flash of
your camera
or phone to
take photos
with black
light!
If you need to
clean a dirty sponge, squeeze it out and
microwave it on high for 1 minute.
To clean your stovetop, apply some car
wax and buff it out to get a nice clean!
Use a rubber band to keep a door from
latching.
Use sunglasses as a phone stand that won’t
fall over.
When travelling, keep a bar of soap in the
same compartment as dirty laundry to
keep it smelling good.
Cut a hole in a toilet paper roll to make a
phone speaker.
Use binder clips to fix broken keyboard
legs.
To remove the stem from a strawberry, use
a straw.
Place a rubber band on the side of a paint
can to stop paint from running down.
Put a stocking over the end of a vacuum to
catch small things.

Can You Solve These
Riddles?
Send your answers to:
DragonChronicle2017@gmail.com
We go by the honor system don’t “Google” your answers!

1. What has four eyes but cannot see?
2. If I have it, I don’t share it. If I share it, I
don’t have it. What is it?
3.What is so delicate that saying its name
breaks it?
4. What goes up a chimney down but can’t
go down a chimney up?
5. A horse is on a 24 foot chain and wants
an apple that is 26
feet away. How can
the horse get to the
apple?
6. We see it once in
a year, twice in a
week, and never in a
day. What is it?
7. What travels around the world, but stays
in one spot?
8. Poor people have it. Rich people need
it. If you eat it you die. What is it?

The person with the most correct answers
will be announced in the next issue!
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Amelia’s Crafty Corner
By: Amelia Jones and Tegan Mouw
Rice Krispie Nests
(From Craftymorning.com)
Ingredients3 tbsp. Butter
1, 10 oz bag of marshmallows
6 cups rice krispies
Edible grass
Robins egg candies
Instructions-

Yarn Spring Eggs
(From DIYjoy.com)

Supplies1 cup Liquid Starch
½ cup Flour
Embroidery Thread
Water balloon
Directions-

To make the hardening solution, mix water,
flour, and liquid starch in a bowl

Melt the butter over medium heat and
stir in the marshmallows.

Once the solution is done, transfer it onto a
disposable container that you can work with

Continue stirring until completely
melted.

Add the string to your mixture by coiling it
around the edge of the container

Pour the mixture over the crisp rice
cereal and stir until combined.
Spray a muffin tin with cooking spray
Shape the nests using a spoon and let
the rice krispies cool in the pan.
Enjoy!

Blow up some egg shaped water balloons
Wrap the string that you soak in the mixture
to the balloon
1 pack of string is just about perfect for one
egg but you can always add more to make it
denser
Hang and let it dry
Once dried,
pop the
balloon inside
For an extra
step you can
glue each egg
together to
make a
wreath
And you’re
done!

Vol. 2 Issue No. 5 April/May - Davisville Middle School- North Kingstown, Rhode Island

10

ANNOUNCING MAY DRAGON CHRONICLE PHOTO CONTEST!
Submit your entry to: DragonChronicle2017@gmail.com
Submit a photo that expresses “friendship”.
The person submitting the photo must have taken it themself.
Contest is open to students, faculty, and staff of Davisville Middle School.
The winning entry receives a free pizza from THE PLACE in Wickford Village.
Deadline for submission - May 30, 2018

Congratulations to Eryn Harvey,
the winner of the April Creative
Writing Contest!

Hurricane

By Eryn Harvey
Waves rip into sands of the shore
Held back by nothing anymore
The beach is dying
The sky is crying
This is more than a category four!

Do you like photography?
Visit Smith’s Castle in NK, take a few
photos on the grounds or in the historical
house, then enter them into the free
contest for the chance to win some great
prizes. Official rules can be found at:
Smithscastle.org under the event tab.
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Guests to the event who purchased a

Community joins together to
feed the hungry

bowl for $12 could enjoy unlimited

By DANIELLE HUROWITZ

International, an organization that

NORTH KINGSTOWN - This year DMS
held its third annual Empty Bowls
Event. Ms. Wilson, Ms. Pachico, Ms.
Lambert, and Ms. Makielski
coordinated the two events that
together made up Empty Bowls.
The first event was dedicated just for
making the clay bowls. There were

soup.
The money raised was split between
Blessings in a Backpack and Dorcas
assists refugees in need. DMS decided
to start holding this event because the
DMS community believes that no child
should go hungry. Last year, $1,600
was raised by these events. The goal
this year was to exceed $2,000 and
together the students and community
raised $2,515!

over 200 bowls made between the
ones in class, and the bowls made at
the event. All of these bowls were up
for sale at the second event, the Soups
On Event on March 20. That night,
volunteers brought soup while others
volunteered to help serve it. Students
who were there, volunteered to serve
the soup in the DMS cafeteria and
helped set up the event. On one side
of the room, a table was set up with
the bowls on it, and in the back, were
tables with the soup to be bought.

More than 200 clay bowls were made by DMS
Students for the recent Empty Bowls event.
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Fun activities to do during the summer in RI
By HEATHER SLIMM

Everybody loves summer
break, but after a few
weeks it can get boring
and you may be searching
for something different to
do with your time. Rhode
Island may be a small
state, but there are lots of
fun places to go and cool
things to do. Here are
some ideas of places to
visit during the upcoming
summer vacation.
The Breakers Mansion in Newport
Roger Williams Park and Zoo
The Marble House Mansion in
Newport
Beavertail Lighthouse
Block Island Southeast Lighthouse
Mohegan Bluffs, Block Island
Slater Mill Historic Site
Green Animals Topiary Garden
The Towers in Narragansett
Newport Art Museum
Rosecliff Mansion in Newport
Providence Water Fire
Fort Adams State Park
Castle Hill Light
Narragansett Beach
Misquamicut State Beach
Point Judith Lighthouse
Goat Island
Block Island North Lighthouse
Colt State Park

Wright’s Dairy Farm and Bakery
International Tennis Hall of Fame
PawSox baseball game at McCoy
Stadium
Blithewold Mansion, Gardens &
Arboretum
BIOMES Marine biology center
Ride bikes on the West Bay bike path
Make art at AS220 in Providence
Watson Farm in Jamestown
Kenyon’s Grist Mill in Usquepaug
India Point Park
Shop at Wickford Village
Paint pottery at Clayground in EG
Umbrella Factory in Charlestown
The Butterfly Zoo in Tiverton
Water Wizz of Westerly
RISD Museum of Art
South County Museum
Blueberry or Strawberry picking
Boss Ice Arena
Indoor rock climbing at Rock Spot
Climbing
Horseback riding at Goddard Park or
Stepping Stone Ranch
Norman Bird Sanctuary
Colt State Park
Water slides at Yawgoo Valley
Camping at Burlingame State Park
Hiking at Snake Den State Park
Second Beach
Lincoln Woods State Park
Gilbert Stuart Birthplace
Smith’s Castle

Vol. 2 Issue No. 5 April/May - Davisville Middle School- North Kingstown, Rhode Island

13

Students Voice Concerns over Homework in Recent Survey
By COLE TROMBLEY
Recently, The Dragon Chronicle conducted a school
wide survey asking students their opinions
concerning homework. We received an overwhelming
response with about 150 students participating.
Teams D and R made up 43% of the respondents.
While teams A and G totaled 28% and the response
from teams O and N totaled 29%.
First, we asked about the time required to
complete homework. The survey revealed that most
DMS students spend about 5-10 hours a week on their
homework. Some others at the high end of the
spectrum said they spend 20 - 25 hours a week doing
their homework. Most students think the amount of
homework given out by DMS teachers is fair, but
some responded they think it’s too much.
When it comes to not completing assigned
homework, most students said they get it done on a
regular basis. But those who don't do it said it was
due to sickness, laziness, or just getting frustrated
with not understanding the assignment. Another
element that gets in they way of homework is some of
the students forget they have the homework or do
not have access to WiFi at home.

The majority of students surveyed said math is the
subject that gives them the most challenging
homework. Science came in second.
80% of the survey participants said they work alone
when they do their homework. And very few students
ever ask someone at home for help. Most said the reason
they don’t ask for help is because their families don’t
understand the work.
Overall, most respondents did not have any other
concerns, but there were some questions that caught my
attention. For example, one person asked why we have
homework. I think most students understand that
homework expands upon what is done during the day in
the classroom. The overall educational experience is
better, because homework helps you to gain more
knowledge than what would be possible with only
classwork. A handful of you asked if teachers would ever
consider giving us less homework. Dream on my friend…
Dream on.
Be part of our next survey “Dress Code”, by going to
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RHRLFM6

Senior project promotes self confidence
By EMMA BISSONNETTE
NORTH KINGSTOWN - Several students recently participated in a taekwondo workshop held at DMS.
It was run by North Kingstown High School senior,Keith Totten, for his senior Project. During the
workshop, Keith and his Sensei taught students the basics of the martial art. “[He teaches you] how to
protect yourself,” says Caitlin Cardoza from team G, “[He teaches] how to fight when you feel
threatened, and [how to] kick and punch in a certain way without hurting yourself.” Keith has been
taking Taekwondo since August 23, 2010. “I did American Karate before taekwondo but it did little for
my skills or confidence. This led me to try taekwondo,” he says. He is currently a 1st degree black belt
at New England Tae Kwon Do in Coventry. After he graduates from N. K. High School, Keith will
attend CCRI where he will major in criminal justice.
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NK Students work to ban plastic bags
By DAPHNE HIGGENBOTTOM

Comic by: Emma Bissonnette

Photo submitted by Shawn McIntosh

Did you know that we eat plastic? It’s true!
When we throw plastic away, the plastic gets
into the environment, the animals eat the
plastic, and we eat the animals. But people
in our community are trying to change that! A
group of students from around North
Kingstown have come together and are now
working on a North Kingstown Bag Ban.
They are working with the Conservation
Commission and educating the community
about “The Story of Stuff” - the process of
how our everyday stuff goes from the earth,
to the factory, to the store, to our homes, and
finally to the dump.
Also, in April 2018 the group interviewed 12
RI businesses where a plastic ban had
already gone into effect. They surveyed
owners, staff, and managers to find out how
a similar ban would impact North Kingstown
businesses. The students found it was not a
vote on paper or plastic, but reusable bags
that were the better choice.
Like these students, you can help by doing
these few simple life changes: next time you
go out shopping, bring a reusable bag, when
drinking, skip the straw, and if you can, stop
buying plastic water bottles.
Facts About Plastic
Over the last 10 years we have produced
more plastic than during the entire last
century.
50 percent of the plastic we use, we use just
once and then it throw away.
Enough plastic is thrown away each year
to circle the earth 4 times.
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Come out and support the team:
BaseballThu 5/10/18 Davisville Middle School at Gaudet @ Berkeley-Peckham Field , 3:30 PM
Fri 5/11/18 Davisville Middle School at Narragansett Pier Middle School @ sprague, 3:30 PM
Mon 5/14/18 Chariho at Davisville Middle School @ McGinn Park, 3:30 PM
Thu 5/17/18 Curtis Corner at Davisville Middle School @ DMS, 3:30 PM
Mon 5/21/18 Davisville Middle School at Portsmouth Middle School @ Portsmouth Middle School, 3:30 PM
Thu 5/24/18 Davisville Middle School at James @ Middle School, 3:45 PM
Boys TrackThu 5/10/18 MEET @ Curtis Corner, 3:15 PM
Thu 5/10/18 MEET @ Curtis Corner, 3:15 PM
Sun 5/20/18 MEET @ NHS, 12:00 PM
Girls TrackThu 5/10/18 MEET @ Curtis Corner, 3:15 PM
Thu 5/10/18 MEET @ Curtis Corner 3:15 PM
Sun 5/20/18 MEET @ NHS , 12:00 PM
Sun 5/20/18 MEET @ Narr. HS, 12:00 PM
SoftballWed 5/2/18 Davisville Middle School at Curtis Corner @ Curtic Corner, 3:30 PM
Tue 5/8/18 Cole Middle School at Davisville Middle School @ DMS, 3:30 PM
Wed 5/9/18 Davisville Middle School at Chariho @ CMS Softball Field, 3:30 PM
Tue 5/15/18 Westerly at Davisville Middle School @ DMS, 3:45 PM
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Breaking Down Barriers and
Building Friendships Through Sports
By AMELIA JONES
NORTH KINGSTOWN- One popular afterschool activity which brings general
education students together with others who
might face academic challenges or have
disabilities is Unified Basketball. Special
Olympics started the Unified Sports program
to “promote social inclusion through sports,”
Ms. Vinacco says. Currently 22 middle
schools in Rhode Island participate in the
Unified Sports program, which is endorsed
by the Rhode Island Interscholastic League
and the RI Department of Education.

“This Unified Sport is all about helping the
students that are participating to have more
empathy for others who struggle and have
some challenges.”

The 2018 Unified Basketball team ends the season
undefeated for the first time is six years.
-Photos by Emma Bissonnette

Mrs. Bootle, Mitchell Caruolo, and Eryn Harvey

Ms. Vinacco and Mrs. Bootle are the
coaches for DMS Unified Basketball. The
team practiced on Wednesdays during the
season and had games every Thursday.
Members of this unique team learn many life
changing skills that are useful in both their
school and social lives. “I think they learn
teamwork. They learn to work as a team, to
share, and to problem solve together.” It’s
not all about one person, it’s about how to
work as a team to meet a goal,” says Mrs.
Logan, school principal at DMS.
The 12 members on this years team
worked extra hard to accomplish something
no other Unified Basketball team for the past
6 years had done. These players finished
the season with an undefeated record!

Mrs. Logan also goes on to say, “I think it
really boosts the self-esteem of the students
who might not excel in academic work, but
they can play basketball and hear their name
being cheered and feel good about
themselves! When you go to a basketball
game, you are always so happy when you
leave, to see the excitement on everybody’s
faces and what an effort they put into it and
how happy they are about their own
progress, so it really is an enjoyable time.”
The team started the season at the end of
February and ended April 23rd with the
Round Robin playoffs at NK High School.
Ms. Vinacco also said that it is the “most fun
activity I do all year!”
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This month in photos…
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