Montour School District
Flipping over tech tools to remake learning
of Flipped Learning. The collaboration between
By Justin Aglio, Director of Innovation
K-12 classroom teachers and university researchers is
In the Montour School District, we like to say we are remaking
taking science and mathematics instruction to the next
learning for all students. But what does that mean?
level.
To Gina Ligouri, a high school English teacher, it means using
Dana Rongaus, a fifth-grade math teacher at
a wide variety of technology in her classroom. She flips her
Montour’s David E. Williams Middle School,
introductory lessons on the literary texts by assigning students
participated in a recent study using an online learning
to watch instructional videos at home. Her web-based learning
software called Fraction Tutor. Students had to work
approach incorporates G Suite for Education (formerly named
with peers to learn fraction skills, compare fractions, find
Google Apps for Education) with a STEM focus on writing in a
the least common
language arts class (her
denominator and
students are learning to
identify equivalent
program and initiate the
fractions. While
movements of a robot).
students were
Ligouri challenges her
working on skill
students through Socratic
building, researchers
seminars, raising classroom
captured streamed
discussions to a new level.
webcam data of the
Through software called
students’ work, their
Today’s Meet, students
facial expressions and
are able to collaborate
their audio.
virtually and in-person at
The data from
the same time in the same
the one-week study
classroom. This allows for
showed significant
a higher level of student
results. Students’
engagement, deeper
understanding of all
analysis of questions
fraction concepts
and, overall, a more
increased with
thorough and well-rounded
conceptual fraction
understanding of the
Students at Montour learn persistence, empathy, determination and collaboration through the knowledge scores
assigned text.
implementation of digital learning. Here, Lillian Rishell and Carly Hinden are learning how to
(the ability to identify
By applying various
code using a STEAM platform built upon 21st century skills and “Habits of the Mind.”
other students’
educational technologies,
errors), increasing from 30 percent to 98 percent. Rongaus
Flipped Learning is more practical than ever. Jarred Vallozzi,
also discovered rich conversations taking place among
a physics teacher at the high school, uses several tools to flip
student partners.
his classroom. He uses EdPuzzle for self-paced learning, with
Other studies conducted by CMU researchers have used
interactive lessons that allow teachers to add their voice and
cognitive tutoring and virtual lab technologies. These
questions to the video. ClassFlow, a free, collaborative learning
software, simplifies the way Vallozzi and fellow teachers discover, tools are allowing teachers to work side-by-side with
students and CMU researchers, who in turn are learning
create and deliver interactive learning. It also makes it easier than
from Montour teachers about how to further develop best
ever to share classroom content with parents. He has students use
practices for student learning outcomes.
G Suite for Education in and out of school.
By using research-based educational technologies,
Monitoring Students
Montour teachers are now flipping their instructional
To support the school district’s student-centered philosophy, we
delivery from a teacher-directed environment to a
expose our staff to many professional development opportunities,
student-centered, future-focused culture.
including hosted events such as EdCampPGH and an EdTechTeam
Google Summit. We have partnered with our regional service
Follow Montour School
agency, the Allegheny Intermediate Unit, to offer innovative
workshops at Montour High School for teachers in 43 school
District at
districts across the Pittsburgh area.
@MontourSD
In August of 2015, the Montour School District formalized a
partnership with Carnegie Mellon University. The CMU LearnLab
Follow Montour High School at
at Montour introduces educational technologies into the classroom
@hilltopspartan
that supplement teaching with guided practice for students and
detailed progress reports for teachers, both important components
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Grant to bring
CMU LearnLab
to neighboring
school districts
By Justin Aglio, Director of Innovation
In August of 2015, Carnegie Mellon
University and Montour School District
formalized a partnership called the CMU
LearnLab at Montour. This on-campus
research center, located in a classroom
at the high school, was designed to
advance K-12 educational research by
providing the latest advances in the
science of learning and edtech. The CMU
LearnLab at Montour brings together
administrators, K-12 classroom teachers
and university researchers for research
collaborations, introducing evidencebased education technologies into the
classroom, thereby taking science and
mathematics instruction to the next level.
With support from the Grable
Foundation, the CMU LearnLab will now
expand to Cornell School District and
Carlynton School District. The one-year,
$40,000 grant will support a collaboration
among Montour, Cornell, Carlynton and
Carnegie Mellon University.
Grant funds will be used to support a
newly created research fellow. He/she
will work in close collaboration with a
regional group of university researchers,
school district leaders, teachers and
technology partners. Doing so will fill
a much-needed gap in truly bridging
research and classroom education.
“The Carnegie Mellon University
research team mainly led by Dr. John
Stamper and Dr. Ran Liu has provided
Montour with valuable data that can
be used to improve student outcomes
through emerging technologies,”
said Dr. Michael Ghilani, Montour
superintendent.
“Our experience partnering with
Montour School District has been
amazing. We have introduced educational
technologies that have been validated
by cutting edge research to numerous
classrooms, ranging from fifth grade
math to high school chemistry,” said
Dr. Ran Liu of CMU. “Now with the
expansion of the CMU LearnLab to
Cornell and Carlynton, we will be
able to further our reach to close the
gap between edtech research and
classroom use.”
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Project-based learning
class designs new school flag
Montour has a new flag, thanks to the efforts of students in a new project-based learning
course offered at the high school last semester. According to Pam DiIanni, Montour’s
library media specialist who also taught the course, the goal was to provide students with
LUMA-based Human Centered Design thinking skills and strategies.
“Students are presented with a client who has a problem and the students are guided
through a series of activities that will allow the students to design possible products or
solutions for their client,” says DiIanni
about the course.
She says students started by watching
a TED talk that covered good design
principles relating to state flag designs,
principally among them, simplicity of
design. The class then took a trip to the
Robinson Township Historical Society and
conducted research on historical symbols
and items that they could integrate into their
designs. Students developed questions to
pose to high school students, family and community members pertaining to the school
community. They also asked them what symbols and colors they would like to see
included in the design.
“We then presented and discussed the results of the interviews and clustered them into
like answers,” says DiIanni. “The students took these answers and broke into two teams
to design a flag. The students presented to teachers and their peers to get some initial
feedback on the designs and went back to revise based on that feedback.”
After revising their designs, the class sent out a Google form to faculty and staff that
allowed them to vote for their favorite. The design with the most votes was presented
to the school board, which approved it for the new school flag. The new design utilizes
the school’s colors, black and gold. Its five stars represent the two townships and
three boroughs
that comprise the
district. Its stars are
aligned in a triangle,
which references the
moniker of the high
school campus, “the
hilltop,” which will
soon be home to two
of three buildings in
the district. The design
also incorporates the
school’s official “M”
and phrase “Home of
the Spartans.”
“We are now in the
process of getting
flags made for various
locations around the
district,” says DiIanni.
Students involved
were Caitlin Bangs,
Hallie Cicco, Hannah
Delon, Andrew Esber,
James Eubanks,
Jamie Fowkes, Rylan
Kadlecik and Maysen
Moll.

FBLA collects toys for
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
By Gina Ligouri, 10th Grade English Teacher, FBLA Sponsor
November and December were very busy months for student
members of the Future Business Leaders of America at the high
school. FBLA is a co-curricular student organization made up of 45
students in grades 9 through 12.
With the holiday season of giving in mind, Montour’s FBLA
members launched a service learning project to benefit Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh. Students this year worked together to
determine what needs of the hospital could best be accommodated by
FBLA members and the Montour community. Collectively, students
decided to host an effort to donate toys and a monetary donation
for patients at Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh.
To raise funds, FBLA
members once again hosted
a change collection drive
at the high school, which
is where Change for a
Change was established
as the name for the project
four years ago. Students
worked to collect coin
change and monetary donations from their peers through a lunchtime
candy cane challenge. Furthermore, FBLA members worked to obtain
sponsorships from family, friends, local businesses and corporations.
This year’s student group set a goal of $5,000 in collections. Once
collected, student members took to stores to purchase items from the
Children’s Hospital patient wish list. On Dec. 13, Montour FBLA
members traveled to Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh to deliver toys
and a monetary donation in the amount of $6,235 to the Child Life
Department. This year’s donation, which well exceeded students’
initial goal, was given in loving memory of junior Spartan Charlie
Rowe. Charlie’s mom, Natalie, is a teacher at Montour High School.
Congratulations to the members of Montour’s FBLA on such a
successful service project.

Montour student
members of the
Future Business
Leaders of America
spearheaded a toy
drive that benefitted
Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh during the
holiday season.

Fourteen students qualify for
PMEA District I chorus and band
Fourteen high school students were
selected to perform in the 2017 PMEA
District I chorus and band concerts.
This year’s PMEA District 1 Chorus
Festival took place at Montour on Jan.
11 and featured 12 Montour students
performing alongside students from 50
other schools. The PMEA District Band
West concert takes place Feb. 8 through
10 at Mt. Lebanon.
Fourteen students represented Montour in the
2017 PMEA District I band and chorus concerts.
They are (back row) Logan Giles, Jayda Moyer,
Alex Bednar, Emily Richardson, Meagan Maurer,
(front row) Mia Scrabis, Miranda Lynn, Jackie
Moore, Maria Faraoni, Lauren Bosco, Chrissy
Cannella, Lindsay Bosco and Haley Casperson.
Not pictured is Jacob Black.
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Tech lab allows students 2017 PDE Keystone
to shape their own
Technology Innovator named
When students walk into Doug Macek’s classroom at the high school, they
projects and learning
don’t go in expecting to listen to a 40-minute lecture on physics. Instead,
A new course being offered at the high school this
year puts students in the driver’s seat when it comes to
choosing a project, fabricating a final product, learning
about the process and even evaluating their success.
“The course is unique in that not only do the students
pick what they will be working on, they also tell us how
long they will take to complete the project, materials
needed and how the project will be graded,” says high
school engineering instructor Jesse Langman.
The course, called tech lab, is part of the technology
education and engineering department curriculum.
Students, though, can cross disciplines and curriculums
when it comes to developing a project. At times, this
can also allow for a collaborative process.
“In the course, students can also work on projects
that they may have for another course,” says Langman.
“For example, a few students in one of the biomedical
courses needed to create a model of an emergency room
that they designed. They were able to come into class
and work with one of the tech lab students.”
Projects range in scope, from traditional woodworking
projects, to graphic design, to electronics, to robotics.
Graphic design projects could include making t-shirts,
bumper stickers, posters and more.
Preparation for each project in many ways mirrors
preliminary work in a real-world setting.
“We discuss the project with the students before
they begin work,” says Langman. “The discussion
includes talk about funding, if necessary, time frame for
completion of the project and grading.”
Langman and Bradin Jasin, who also teaches the
course, provide a rubric to students that the students
then modify to fit their project. When the project is
complete, students grade themselves and submit their
rubric to Langman and Jasin, who grade the rubric
themselves, compare the results and offer feedback.
“Students are heavily involved in the grading
process,” says Langman.
While working on their projects, students utilize
the high school’s high-tech equipment, including a
computer numerical control machine, 3D printer and
laser etcher. Specialized CAD software allows them
to design their products and then upload them to
fabrication equipment.
It’s not the first time a class has put students in charge
of a self-directed project in the department. A previous
course allowed students to develop a product solving a
real-world problem.
“The main idea is that the students are in control of
the classroom,” says Langman. “The students drive
the learning, we are there to guide them and help
them if they stumble.”
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they’re expected to have already listened to an eight-minute, pre-recorded
physics lecture and be ready to dive into collaborative lab work, problemsolving exercises or a discussion.
“There’s very little of me standing in
front of the room and talking to them,”
says Macek, who teaches five physics
classes.
He says the concept creates more
one-on-one time in class and, outside of
class, allows students to work at their
own pace. If a concept is easy for them
to grasp, they can move quickly through
the lecture. If not, they can watch it
multiple times.
Macek’s teaching a method is one
that’s increasingly gaining traction
among teachers. There’s even a
Doug Macek
movement dedicated to it called Flipped Learning, which was
developed by an educator named Aaron Sams. Macek was the first teacher
to utilize the concept at Montour, and because of it, he was nominated as
this year’s PDE Keystone Technology Innovator. The program recognizes
teachers who shape learning environments by using technology.
“Doug has been our Flipped Learning pioneer,” says high school principal
Todd Price, who nominated Macek. “Several years ago he began exploring
Flipped Learning with his honors physics course and is now using Flipped
Learning for almost all of our physics courses.”
Macek says he came up with the idea about nine years ago and started
putting it into action about five years ago, after the high school installed
interactive Promethean Boards in classrooms. He uses the Promethean
Board to record his voice as he creates a slideshow that even captures
his movements as he draws on top of slides. Macek posts the videos to a
website called EdPuzzle, which makes the videos interactive. For instance,
while watching the video, students can be prompted to answer a question
before viewing the rest of the lecture. The website also allows Macek to
monitor who’s watching the videos and how often.
“The available technology is also used for all assignments and laboratory
work,” says Macek. “Everything is electronic, with the exception being
exams. Those are still pencil and paper…when you consider the face-to-face
time now available for students to work collaboratively as well as meet with
me one-to-one on any given day it merges the best of both worlds.”
He says he’s now also using Adobe Premier video editing software to
further improve his videos.
Several publications have written about Macek’s work, including School
Administrator. Last year, he was named a Champion of Change through a
program run by the U.S. Department of Education.
Macek says that, at first, students were reluctant to try the Flipped
Learning model because of the increased responsibility it required of them
outside of class. He says they warmed up to it once he told them the lectures
were only eight minutes apiece and there would only be a few each week.
He says that students now enjoy coming to class.
“They like when they come to class knowing they’re going to be actively
doing things and not sitting there listening to a lecture,” he says. “They’re
teens so they get distracted really easy, but they really appreciate the amount
of material that can be packed into eight minutes.”

Students get first hand account of Holocaust
Now, more than ever, it is extremely important to teach tolerance
in public schools. Increasingly, acceptance is becoming a topic
of discussion - whether it be in school, the workplace or in the
community. One way to embrace the topic of tolerance is through
authentic learning experiences within classrooms.
In the 10th grade English curriculum at Montour, students take
part in an extensive study of the Holocaust. English teachers
Gina Ligouri, Rhonda Marasco and Tiffany O’Shea were able to
provide an authentic learning experience for their students that
exposed them to the importance of tolerance and acceptance.
During the week of Nov. 1, 10th grade English students were
engaged with activities that shaped their individual meanings
of the Holocaust. In conjunction with the Holocaust Center of
Greater Pittsburgh, students were visited by Judah Samet, a
survivor of the concentration camp Bergen-Belsen. Samet spent
the morning with the sophomore class describing his experience as
a small child during the Holocaust.
“What an amazing experience we were able to provide for
our students!” says English teacher Gina Ligouri. “To hear the
personal story of a survivor was truly incredible. Our students
have a deeper understanding of the Holocaust thanks to Mr.
Samet’s visit. This experience is one they will not soon forget.”
Following the guest speaker,
students worked in their individual
classrooms with Matthew Hamilton,
education manager from the
Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh.
“Matt spent two days with our
students following the presentation
from Mr. Samet,” says Ligouri.
Hamilton was able to answer
additional questions about the
presentation before sharing a
classroom activity on liberation.
“Giving our students the

opportunity to hear from an expert in the
field changed the dynamic of our unit. Matt
has many first-hand experiences working with
survivors and it was great to be able to bring him
into our classrooms to share that expertise with our
students,” says Ligouri.
“I had a fantastic time working with Ms. Gina
Ligouri and Ms. Tiffany O’Shea and their students at
Montour High School,” says Hamilton. “The students
were engaged and eager to participate as I conducted
a lesson on liberation. I could tell right away that both
Ms. Ligouri’s and Ms. O’Shea’s students already had a
good understanding of what the Holocaust was, and were
looking forward to understanding this difficult subject a
little better.”
BELOW: Matthew Hamilton,
education manager from
the Holocaust Center
of Pittsburgh, gives a
presentation to 10th grade
English students.
RIGHT: Judah Samet, a
Holocaust survivor, talks to
10th grade English students.

October’s DEW students of the month Fifth Grade Sumdog
Each month, two students in each grade at David E. Williams Middle School
are chosen as students of the month. These individuals exemplify the positive
characteristics associated with a successful student. For October’s DEW students of
the month, please see below photo and caption.
October’s students of the month are pictured with David E. Williams principal Dominic Salpeck. They
are: fifth-graders Julia Cox and Dominic Smarra, sixth-graders Sydney Fusco and Riley Cessna,
seventh-graders Isabella Groznik and Luke Smarra, and eighth-graders Eleighsa Bodnar and Jack
Pockl.

By Student Writer Marlo Cyanovich
Sumdog is an amazing resource that
the fifth-graders can use any time of
the day. Sumdog is a way for kids to
practice math skills while playing fun,
math-related games against friends,
classmates or students from around
the world. Games are made for each
student’s ability level, so you and your
friends can play against opponents
who have the same skills as you.
Sumdog has many different
competitions that anyone can enter
and win. The following fifth-graders
placed in the top 50 in a recent
countywide Sumdog competition:
Cole Frischmen, Josh Peremba,
Jenna Sobeck, Nicolette Lyscik,
Caitlyn Sill, Julian Kletz and
Shelby Moore.
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Veterans Day presentation at DEW

By Student Writer Meghan McNabb
Nov. 11 is the day when we commemorate
our veterans who fought for the rights all of
us enjoy. In order to honor our local veterans,
we invited them to come to our school for a
heartfelt assembly.
First, veterans from our Army, Marine Corps,
Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force and local law
enforcement arrived for a greeting and breakfast
in the LGI room. At 8:45 a.m., students and
teachers were called down to the auditorium
for the assembly. Band members played the
national anthem, which was also sung by
seventh-grader Sophia Trevenen. This was
followed by school principal Dominic Salpeck’s
welcoming speech and words from newly
retired state Rep. Nick Kotik, who was one of
our special guests for this celebration.
Additionally, the band played a melody of
David E. Williams Middle School students and faculty honored area veterans and law enforcement
members with a special program on Veterans Day.
the U.S. Armed Forces songs. Dennis Earley
recognized local police and the other veterans
from the five military forces. When all of the certificates were distributed to those individuals, students Peja Cruise, Ella Brunick,
Cassidy Anderson and John Bertram read essays aloud to the auditorium.
Thank you to everyone who made this event possible, including our students and staff at DEW, and our local veterans.

History Bowl

Submitted by Bobbie Cegelski, Montour Gifted Services

Pink-Out and Hat Day

By Student Writers Allison Zane, Gia Booz, Samantha Lueck,
Alaina Gasparovich, and Isabella Hoffman
On Oct. 21, David E. Williams celebrated Pink-Out and Hat
Day. Everyone was encouraged to wear pink and a hat for $1 to
recognize Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Every dollar donated
went to the Cancer and Blood Disorders Auxiliary of Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation.
This year, we raised $220 and student council matched
donations, bringing the total to $450.

David E. Williams students Om Arora-Jain, Luke Smarra, Dylan Sparkenbaugh
and Morgan Hayes took second place in their division at a recent history bowl.

History Bowl at the Senator John Heinz History Center took
place Oct. 27. Students participating in the bowl are challenged
to work as a team to find answers to questions, think and write
creatively, and practice problem solving abilities as they explore
exhibits. Sessions this year consisted of: Sports A-Z, How It
Changed History, Interviewing History and Who Am I?
David E. Williams Middle School students Om Arora-Jain,
Morgan Hayes, Luke Smarra and Dylan Sparkenbaugh captured
a second place win in the sixth to eighth grade division out
of a total of 57 teams. Also in attendance were the following
seventh-graders: Nicholas Zezza, Miles Tirone, Suzy Safko,
Olivia Lyscik, Hannah George and the following sixth-graders:
Chase Schaltenbrand, Shane Knause, Aiden O’Donnell, Tema
Faerovitch, Ivy Li, Savannah Nelson, Allison Zane and
Katrina Li.
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David E. Williams observed Breast Cancer Awareness month by raising money
for the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation.

Red Ribbon Week

By Student Writers Meghan McNabb,
Sarah Lugaila, Abby Mitchell and Megan Fry

David E. Williams students wore red in October during the National Red Ribbon Campaign, which is intended to raise awareness about drug use.

David E. Williams’ Red Ribbon Week took place Oct. 24 through
28. National Red Ribbon Campaign is a drug awareness campaign
and a nonprofit organization started in 1980 by a handful of
concerned and determined parents who believed they should play
a role in drug prevention. It has touched the lives of millions of
people around the globe.
In 1988, National Family Partnership sponsored the first Red
Ribbon Celebration.
At DEW, Team Leadership Core - or TLC - organized bags of
stickers, pencils and wristbands for each classroom. Every day of
Red Ribbon Week, we focused on a certain trait and received a
sticker, pencil and wristband for that trait. On Monday, students
wore red for a drug-free environment. On Tuesday, students wore
tie-dyed clothing so they didn’t get “tied up in drugs.”

On Wednesday, we wore our favorite team jerseys to
team up against drugs. Thursday, we wore bright clothes
because we’re too bright for drugs. Finally, we wore black
and orange on Friday to say “boo” to drugs.
Additionally, several TLC members in each grade handed
out pledges for students to sign during lunch periods
throughout the week. Every student who signed a pledge
vowed to live a drug-free life and received a wristband.
TLC would like to thank DEW for making Red Ribbon
Week a success, as well as the students who participated
by wearing clothing and signing pledges. TLC raised $250
from dress-down donations that were put toward the StuffA-Bus toy drive campaign.

DEW donates to Stuff-A-Bus
By Andrea Verdream, DEW Guidance Counselor
David E. Williams Team Leadership Core - or TLC - along
with school counselors, sponsored a toy drive for the annual 96.1
Stuff-A-Bus event. Students at DEW brought in close to 500
toys, which were taken to a drop-off location at Robinson Town
Centre. Students attending the trip loaded the 96.1 KISS FM buses
with toys and were able to meet morning DJs Mikey and Big
Bob. It was a great event for an even greater cause!

David E. Williams
students and
guidance counselors
spearheaded a toy
drive for the annual
96.1 Stuff-A-Bus
event. Students are
pictured at left with
station DJs Mike and
Big Bob.
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Students participate
in gingerbread
house competition

By Student Writer Jack Pockl
Students instructed by Lauren Rose entered a
gingerbread house they constructed into the 14th
annual Gingerbread House Display and Competition
at PPG Place. Students were in charge of decorating
their gingerbread house with edible decorations and
making the actual structure able to withstand the frigid
temperatures from Nov. 18 through Jan. 7. Displays
are judged on originality, creativity, difficulty, overall
appearance and neatness. Proceeds/donations benefit
the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Free Care Fund.
Last year, the event raised over $7,000.

Students instructed by Lauren Rose (pictured second from right)
built a gingerbread house for the annual Gingerbread House
Display and Competition at PPG Place.

Pre-algebra games
Ty Reed,
Kaaren Duran,
Shane Knause,
Katelyn Walzer
and Mike
Petrick show
off a game
they created
during an
exercise that
illustrates
geometry
concepts.

Photos by Josh Knapp and Jack Pockl

By Student Writer Jack Pockl
Michele Vrana’s students in the sixth grade
accelerated math class put their geometry knowledge
to the test. The objective of the project was to create an
arcade-style game that enhanced geometric shapes by
using cardboard. Students had to find the surface area,
area, perimeter, circumference and volume of their
game. Groups were only given three days to execute
everything.
Blocks 2 and 3 presented their games in the LGI
room with Justin Aglio and Vrana hosting. Game
ideas ranged from twists on traditional games like
air hockey to completely original games. In the end,
there was no true winner since all of the games
had such a complex composition and all were an
“original.”
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Potlatch

By Student Writers Riley Hall and Casey Vallecorsa
On Oct. 27, fifth-graders held a Native American Potlatch. A potlatch is
when a group of people gather and the host gives out all of their belongings to
their guests to show their wealth. The potlatch was held by Dennis Early and
Chris Hutter. The events of the day consisted of a visit from a Native American
re-enactor called Ghost in the Head, an activity in each block, a traditional
feast, Native American dancers and a gift exchange of items that cost $2 to $3.
In English language arts, we used symbols from a paper to form a story. In
science/social studies, we went to see Ghost in the Head, who talked about
what the Native Americans used to use. In math, we made tinfoil belts like the
ones made out of silver that Native Americans used to wear during important
events. Then, we all went to lunch and recess.
Afterward, we went back to our homerooms to watch a video and then work
on a worksheet about it. For the feast, there were tons of Native American
traditional dishes, including venison and berries. There were also dancers
dancing, and Pamela Muha showed us a rain dance that worked!
We then went to exchange gifts. Early read a story and every time he said
“left,” we’d
move the gift
to the left.
Every time he
said “right,”
we’d move
the gift to the
right. Then,
when the story
stopped, the
gift that you
had was the
gift that you
got to keep.
Potlatch will
be something
we’ll
remember
Fifth-graders at David E. Williams learned about Native American customs
forever!
and culture during a potlatch day in October.

Burkett students of the
month for September and October
Burkett
third-graders
McKenzie
Hall and Cole
Midili, along
with fourthgraders Bryant
Metrovich and
Mia Pravlochak,
were named
students of
Students Bryant Metrovich, Mia Pravlochak, McKenzie Hall, Andrew Porto
the month
and Cole Midili were named Burkett students of the month for October.
for October.
Students of the month are chosen for exhibiting appropriate behavior,
performing random acts of kindness, demonstrating improvement in academic
areas and exhibiting self control. It can also recognize a deserving student with
a quiet disposition.

Elementary schools honor veterans on Veterans Day
If someone asked Montour’s kindergarteners what a veteran is,
served their country in the military.
the responses they would receive might be somewhat comical.
The school’s goal was to have a variety
Many of those students would start to describe a doctor that
of veterans from all branches of the military,
takes care of animals in a clinic or a hospital. Others would just
including those serving at local military
give a funny look, then ask an off-the-wall question with a big grin installations such as the 911th Airlift Wing and
on their face because they have no clue as to what that were being
316th Sustainment Command. The school also
asked.
welcomed veterans from Montour families.
A few students,
Classroom visits proved to be a great hit with
however, would
students, who were able to ask questions, try on military
answer correctly
uniforms, participate in push-up contests and even see
and say that
and touch a military Humvee.
a veteran is a
person who has
served in the
military. Those
students largely
have family
Burkett principal Jason Burik lends a hand to students
members
as they construct a Lego version of the American flag in
currently
honor of Veterans Day.
serving.
Approximately 41.9 million veterans have served the U.S., and
approximately 21.4 million are currently living. To put that into
perspective, there are around 319.2 million Americans who are
presently living in the U.S., so roughly less than seven percent of
To show their patriotism, students wore red, white and
the population has served in its armed forces.
blue colors. They also created special thank-you notes for
With that percentage so small, Montour wanted students at
each veteran.
Forest Grove and Burkett elementary schools to understand
At Forest Grove, students held a performance and parade
exactly what a veteran is so they could appreciate the important
with signs and banners to welcome visiting veterans. There
role they play in their country.
was much fanfare, but more importantly, there was true
To kick off the first Veterans Day Celebration at the elementary
admiration and respect shown for the men and women who
schools, students and faculty created a “wall of honor” at each
served our country in the past and those who currently
elementary school. Parents, guardians and caregivers were asked
serve. Approximately 25 men and women were welcomed
to send in a photo and a short bio of their friends and family
into the gym by half of the students in grades K through 2,
members who have or are
who sang “My Country ‘Tis of Thee,”
currently serving in the U.S.
“Thank You to Our Veterans” and
Armed Forces. These walls
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Fifty Stars.” They
of honor were displayed
were directed by Forest Grove music
in both cafeterias so that
teacher Tim Lucas and the service
students could see just how
people were moved by this tribute.
many veterans reside within
After the performance, students lined
the Montour community.
the halls, chanting and clapping for
The walls of honor included
the arrival of the service people.
veterans who served in
Some students held a large flag that
World War II all the way up
was given to the school by a parent
to those currently serving
who deployed a few years ago. Other
in Operation Enduring
students held banners, pictures and
At the elementary schools, students and faculty both welcomed
Freedom.
cards to be given in thanks for the
local veterans and constructed a wall of honor commemorating local
The second part of the
sacrifice the men and women have
military members. These photos were taken at Forest Grove.
Veterans Day celebration
made for their country.
involved having current
At Burkett, students constructed
veterans come and speak to
a waving flag out of 7,000 Lego
students in their classrooms.
pieces. All of the veterans were
The Montour Elementary
truly touched by students’ kindness
PTA and principals felt that
and enjoyed spending time with
the best way for students to
each of them. Hopes are to
learn about veterans was for them to actually meet and talk with
continue this type of celebration annually to further
them in a close setting. The school asked many of these veterans
educate students on what it means to be a veteran
to visit and they willingly volunteered to serve, just as they have
and the importance of Veterans Day.
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Burkett holds Mix It Up Lunch

During a Mix It Up Lunch at Burkett,
students interact with peers whom they
might not usually eat lunch with.

A season of giving at Forest Grove
Forest Grove Elementary conducted a PJ drive for the fourth consecutive year to warm those in
need and bring cheer to others this holiday season. The Pajama Program was started by Lauren
Zeller, a kindergarten teacher, and has evolved into one of the school’s largest efforts to help
others in need. Through the Pajama Program, PJs are collected and, for every pair, Scholastic
Reading Club donates a book.
In years past, donated PJs and books have gone to a number of local shelters. This year, they
were donated to Allegheny Children and Youth Services to be distributed throughout the county
so that many children and teens can have a better bedtime.
The collection began after students returned from Thanksgiving break and wrapped up Dec. 2.
In that very short time, 776 pairs of pajamas were collected.
On Dec. 2, there was a school-wide PJ Day, for which students could make a monetary
donation. On that single day, $611 was collected. That allowed for the purchase of 37 pairs of
pajamas, which brought the grand total to 813 pairs of PJs, the largest amount collected to date.
This also means that Scholastic Reading Club has donated 813 books for children and teens in
need.
The PTA generously donates a pizza party for the class that collected the most pajamas. Lori
Banaszak’s kindergarten class gets the honor this year, with 120 pairs collected.
The overwhelming response to this initiative is a testament to the wonderful families in the
school community. Because of their generosity and cooperation, along with the support of the
PTA, this program was a tremendous success!
To all who have been so generous for the benefit of others, the Forest Grove Elementary School
community would like to extend their thanks.
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In celebration of Red
Ribbon Week, thirdand fourth-graders at
Burkett Elementary
participated in a Mix It
Up Lunch. The event
was designed to shake
up the daily lunch routines and provide an opportunity for
students to mix and mingle with other students who they
may not normally sit with.
Upon entering the cafeteria, each student was randomly
given a puzzle piece that corresponded with a table color.
All students with that color puzzle piece sat together. Lists
of fun conversation starters were left on each table,
including: What’s your favorite TV show? What do you like
to do for fun? What’s your favorite subject in school and
why?
Students had fun using these to get to know each other
and make new friends. The overall reaction from students
was very positive and exciting. Many left their lunch period
asking when they would get to do the activity again.
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Want more good news
about Montour? Search
#MontourProud on Twitter.
Stay up to date at
www.montourschools.com!

Athletic News
Three senior baseball players sign letters of intent
The Montour High School baseball program is proud to
announce their 2017 National Letter of Intent Division I
senior signees and baseball scholarship recipients. These
players were joined on signing day by their families, friends
and coaches to celebrate their commitments. Since 2006, 38
Montour players have gone on to play baseball in college,
with many receiving athletic and academic scholarships.
This year’s letter of intent signees are as follows:
Left-handed pitcher Corey Burkes signed with
Youngstown State University.
Left-handed pitcher Devin Dunn signed with Virginia
Commonwealth University.
Right-handed pitcher Trent Vietmeier signed with
Louisiana State University.

Corey Burkes, Devin Dunn and Trent Vietmeier all signed letters of intent
to play college baseball. They are pictured with Montour athletic director
Lou Cerro and Montour baseball coach Glenn Vietmeier.

Three more seniors sign letters of intent
Three additional seniors have signed letters of intent to play
college athletics. They are as follows:
Montour senior Leah Vith has signed a letter of intent to play
softball at the college level. A four-year starter and letter winner
for the Spartans, Vith has signed to play for Slippery Rock
University. Vith has twice earned all-section player honors and led
the team to the WPIAL playoffs last season. She carries a 3.3 GPA
and is a member of the Montour Association of Marketing and
Advertising club.

Dominica Niccolai received
an athletic scholarship to Indiana
University of Pennsylvania to play
on the women’s volleyball team.
Dominica was a first team allstate, all-WPIAL and all-section
performer this past season. She led
her team to the playoffs in three
consecutive seasons during her
standout career at Montour.
Anjelica Diffendal of Robinson
Township signed a letter of intent
on Nov. 14 to play women’s
NCAA Division 1 ice hockey
for the Robert Morris University
Colonials.
Diffendal has been playing
competitive ice hockey since she
was 6 years old. For the past three
years, she has been a forward on
a Pittsburgh Penguins Elite team
and has competed in national
championships four times.
Diffendal is very excited
to receive this scholarship to
play for the highly talented
Colonials beginning in 2017.

Leah Vith

Dominica Niccolai

Anjelica Diffendal
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