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OUR MISSION

Bishop Luers High School is a Catholic educational community that instills in each student
dignity, integrity, respect and responsibility. Nurtured by Catholic truths, each
student is able to face the challenges in his or her own life spirtually,
academically and socially, while serving God and others in a global and changing society.

“We are the Light of the World.”

Campaign
Prayer
Faith in Our Future
Father of all gifts, we come
before you in prayer, which is both of
thanksgiving and of humble petition.
We ask that you hear us. Dear God,
without Your grace and providence,
our lives would cease to be. Thank
You, Father, for over a half a century
of student and faculty success at
Bishop Luers High School. Father
God, these years have been great
because of Your grace. Now in humble prayer, we ask for Your continued
grace as we launch a campaign to
raise funds for our high school. We
pray that Bishop Luers will always
shine brightly with the radiance of
Your love, that it will always be a sign
of hope. Help us, O’ God, to be generous, and help us build, expand, and
sanctify this place, where Your love
is taught and received. Please make
this campaign a success. With true
thankfulness, we ask you, Father,
for this divine assistance through
Jesus, your Son and our Lord. Amen.

From Principal Tiffany Albertson
Dear Parents and Friends of Bishop Luers:
Bishop Luers has been a busy place this year! We began
the year with 618 knights! Our students and staff have fared
well through the chaos of construction. We dedicated our new
Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi and opened our new media
center on November 10th. Our chapel will be open for our students to use as needed during the school day. We have prayer
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 7:30 a.m., and
Mass every Wednesday morning at 7 a.m. We would enjoy
seeing our families and friends on Wednesday mornings. Our
senior retreat took place on Nov. 13-14. Our other grades will
have their retreats over the next month.
Bishop Luers has committed to being a Global High School
with Catholic Relief Services. We will take part in Rice Bowl,
as well as participate in other CRS activities, such as Eucharistic Adoration, Stations
of the Cross, a walking rosary, hosting a Fair Trade Coffee House, and participating
in a Tree of Hope activity at Christmas. CRS also offers lesson plans in different
content areas that integrate Catholic Identity and social justice issues into content
curriculum. We will be sharing more about CRS with our students and families as the
year progresses. In addition to CRS, we continue to offer service-learning through
our Sodalitas program. Each Sodalitas group will be planning a community service
project for Bishop Luers in the fall. Our fall service will take place on Nov. 22. A spring
day of service will also take place with each group planning a project that includes
community service.
We have implemented NWEA testing to monitor student growth and plan for
interventions as we identify students who may be struggling. Our special education
programs are expanding, as is our English Language Learners program. We continue
to offer many advanced placement and dual credit courses in which students can earn
college credits while in high school. We were able to add an additional computer lab
this year, and we continue to work with e-learning and technology blended learning
opportunities for our students.
Mr. Marsh, Mr. Huth and I are continuing our work on discipline and discipleship.
We are emphasizing the need for students to humble themselves, accept responsibility for their mistakes, and grow from those mistakes. As we work to help our students
grow from their imperfections, they become not just followers of the rules (as disciples), but they become leaders who are better able to self-discipline. Our faith is the
one thing that separates us from other schools; to share our faith and to help build
saints for Heaven is a gift and the most important goal we strive for.
Thank you to all who have supported Bishop Luers through gifts and donations, as
well as through prayer. Once a Knight, Always a Knight.
In Luers Spirit,
Tiffany Albertson, Principal
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In memorium
Bishop Luers High School Alumni
Alan Geiger, 1971
Jane Herber-Martin, 1967
Joe Lebrato, 1962
Karen Leffers, 1973
Jim Maher, 1971
Aaron Myers, 2007
Patricia Powell, 1964
Central Catholic High School
Bill Hicks
Jerry Kramer
Marilyn Morthorst, 1941
Patricia Patnoude
Teresa Skevington, 1941

Friend of Bishop Luers
Tom Castle
Larry Coomer
Judi Dodane
Richard Feipel
James Felts
Irene Gabet
Mildred Rahrig
Glen Rawlins
Thomas Ueber
Eleanor Van Horn

Campaign
Update
We have not yet met our goal of $4
million to complete all phases of this
campaign’s projects.
Together, we will build on the strong
traditions of our half-century-old institution with a vision of our future that is
bold, transformative, and achievable.
To reach our goals, Bishop Luers has
embarked on an ambitious fundraising initiative. Through five-year pledge periods,
all members of the Bishop Luers’ community can contribute to our school’s strength
in a meaningful way. Gifts may be made
as memorials, in honor of someone, or as
a gift from a group or individual. Recognition opportunities are available.
Success will require extraordinary
leadership from the Bishop Luers’ community, including the board, faculty and
staff, alumni, parents, and friends from
across the country. By joining together in
unanimous support of this historic undertaking, we will realize our dream. Success
will allow us to continue our reputation of
excellence and our dedication to preparing our students to face the challenges in
their lives.

Priests, who are graduates of Bishop Luers High School, gather for a photo in the
newly renovated school lobby after the Mass of blessing and dedication of the altar of
the Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi. From left, the graduate priests who were present
include, from left, Father Royce Gregerson (2005), Father Tony Steinacker (1991),
Father Johnathan Norton (2000), with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, Father Bill Sullivan
(1964), Father Jason Freiburger (1996) and Father Vince Wirtner, C.PP.S. (1981).

New media center opens

Bishop Luers invites you to join us
through your leadership, your generosity,
and your participation in Faith in Our Future.
Still to accomplish: Performing Arts Assembly Hall and completion of the façade
(windows).

The new state-of-the art media center was placed in use the week of Nov. 14. The
library has three areas that include study, lecture and conference space.

Faith
in Our
Future,
Phase II

We need YOUR help!

We ask that you prayerfully
consider a five-year
pledge to this effort.
Make a pledge today!
bishopluers.org/campaign
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Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi
blessed and altar dedicated

This relic of St. Francis Xavier was
placed in the altar during the blessing of
the Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi and
dedication of the altar on Thursday, Nov.
10. Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, celebrant
of the Mass, placed the relic during the
Rite of the Dedication of the Altar.
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, assisted by Deacon Jerry Kohrman places the
relic of St. Francis Xavier in the altar of the Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi.

Making the chapel the heart of the school

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades anoints the altar with
chrism oil.

Flowers are brought to decorate the altar.
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After the anointing and incensation of
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades incenses the altar, the laity wipe down the altar
the altar.
top.

An overflowing assembly gathered for the blessing of the Chapel
of Saint Francis of Assisi and dedication of the altar on Nov. 10.

A big thank you
to the Class of ‘66
Bishop Luers High School is most thankful for the generosity of the Class of ‘66. Their class gift, the largest in
the school’s history, was used for the pews in the new
Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi and updates to the new
media center.
We are most grateful to each member of the Class
of ‘66 who contributed to the fund. Your gift will benefit
generations of Bishop Luers students.
May God bless you for your generosity and contribution to the academic and faith life at Bishop Luers High
School.
Tiffany Albertson
Principal of Bishop Luers High School

The Class of 1966 gathered for their reunion on Oct. 1, 2016 at Parkview
Field in Fort Wayne.

In memorium Class of 1966
Linda Anderson
Marc Blackburn
Jerome Bowers
Teresa Conroy-Mohr
Jim Daugherty
Linda Dincoff
Jim Ditslear
Chris Doster
Shelly Egly
Randy Ehinger
Larry Gibson
Nancy Haugk-Simmons

Mary Lauer-Petri
Judy Lauletta
Keith Lawler
Glenn Lees
Chris Maleady
Paul C. Philips
William Barney Roffelsen
Patricia Schorr
Margaret Szegedy- Falls
Janis Wafer
David Wirges
Steve Wyss
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Alumni spotlights
Alum donates funds to STEM program
The 2016 – 2017 Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (STEM) program
at Bishop Luers High School has seen
some impressive changes since its inauguration last year.
Teacher Maggie Javins is pleased that
the program is now offered during the
day as part of the regular curriculum, instead of before school as a trial program
like last year. Javins is optimistic that this
online program will continue to grow, observing that the number of students has
increased from three last year to 10 this
year.
The Engineering Roots program, which
was offered last year, is still a core component of the class. In addition, this year the
students have been required to complete
the following engineering projects: Programming lights using an Arduino board,
learning the fundamentals of and creating
handmade engineering drawings, and beginning to use Autodesk Inventor to create three-dimensional models of parts.
These accomplishments have been
achieved in part with the purchase of 16
new and powerful computers that make
working through the course a much less
tedious task. These computers not only
help out the STEM department, but are
used by Mrs. Billingsley and the Digital
Design students in the Fine Arts department. Javins notes, “As a teacher, it is so
rewarding to see students work through
this program. To see them persevere and
find ways to complete extremely challenging tasks is an amazing thing. I feel as if

I get a glimpse of the professionals that
we are trying to mold them into.”
This college level course would not be
possible without a generous donation
made by an anonymous alumni donor.
The students showed their appreciation
by sending thank you notes to the donor. Some of their comments included
these thoughts:
“Your donation has allowed me to
take this engineering class. The class
is laying a foundation for a future career
for me.”
“I’ve always wanted to study engineering while in college, and now because
of your donation, I am able to begin that

Class of 2014

Seminarian Mark Hellinger, ‘14, visits Bishop Luers
Third-year
college
seminarian
Mark Hellinger visited Bishop Luers on Aug. 15. He assisted with
Mass and visited theology classes.
A 2014 graduate of Bishop Luers, Hellinger attends Bishop Simon Brute College
Seminary in Indianapolis. He had been
studying the last two years at Pontifical
College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio.
As a student at Bishop Luers, Hellinger was active in Student Council, National Honor Society, Knights for Life and journalism.
He is currently one of the seminarian coordinators of the Cupertino Classic, a basketball challenge between seminarians
and priests. Bishop Luers will be the host
site for the game on Dec. 27 at 6:30 p.m.
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Mark Hellinger

learning process early.”
“I am humbled by your selfless donation. I’m thankful for such a gift and assure you that it is not being wasted. This
is a great opportunity.”
Javins summarizes their thanks to the
donor saying, “Because of your donation, we are able to introduce these wonderful students to a career that can take
them anywhere.”
If you are interested in making a donation to support the STEM program,
contact Kathy Skelly at 260-456-1261,
Ext. 3142 or by email at kskelly@bishopluers.org.

Seminarians and
priests compete in
Cupertino Classic
Bishop Luers High School will be the
host site for the Cupertino Classic on
Dec. 27 at 6:30 p.m. in the gym. The
basketball game pits the priests of the
diocese against the seminarians. Some
of the alumni priests and seminarians
who will most likely make an appearance -- not necessarily, but most likely
-- whether they play or are just there are
Father Bill Sullivan (‘64), Father Jason
Freiburger (‘96), Father Jonathan Norton (‘00), Father Royce Gregerson (‘05)
and seminarians Stephen Felicichia
(‘04), and Mark Hellinger (‘14).

REUNION RECAPS
“We all take different paths in life, but no matter where we go, we take a little of each other everywhere.”

2017 Reunions

Class of ‘62

55th reunion
Save the date: Sept. 23, 2017

1962- 55 years (Mary Jane Millikan)
1967- 50
Contact Ann Heiny Long
1972- 45
260-341-7719,
1977- 40
along1025@gmail.com
1982- 35
Reunion will be on homecoming weekend, 2017
1987- 30
date TBA.
1992- 25
1997- 20
2002- 15
2007- 10
2012- 5
It’s time to start thinking about your
class reunion! Please consider being
a representative for your class.
If you would like to be a representative to organize your event, please
contact Tess Steffen at 260-456- Class of 1981— 35th Year Reunion, celebrated on Aug. 27 at the Fort Wayne Sports Club
1261 Ext. 3039 or tsteffen@bishopClass of 1991 — Held
luers.org
their 25th Year Reunion at the Arrowhead
Farm Barn on Sept 17,
and welcomed classmates in from around
the country!

Class of ‘67
50th Reunion

Class of 1986— 30th Year Reunion

Central Catholic Reunions

Pictured are the St.
Henry’s group that
went through BishopLuers together: Brian
Simmons, Don Baker,
Pam (Stronczek) Fitzsimmons, and Karen
(Gerard) Reiter.

Class of 1967 - 50th Reunion
Save the Date

Sept. 16, 2017
at the Grand Wayne
For more information, please email Carol Lepper
Davenport carollepper@yahoo.com, Kathy Murphy
Brockway kzb@frontier.com, Nancy Romary Dunfee
rndunfee@yahoo.com
We are looking for some of our classmates ... do
you know where they are?
Richard J. Burr, Carol Foltz, Barb Gladieux, Clorese McKinney, Gary Moore, Christine Morris, Dawn
Newsome, Larry Niemeyer, Carlos Ochoa, Robert
Plummer, Steven Richardson, Lucinda Walker Scazlin, Sandra Wood.

Class of 2001 — 15th Year Reunion, celebrated at Deer Park Irish Pub.
Pictured are Katie (Merz) Adams, Libby Martin, Megan (Dwire) Chapla,
and Katie Zuber.
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ALUMNI NEWS AND NOTES
Class of ‘03

Class of ‘83

Class of ‘04

Last April, in conjunction with the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death, Joe
Mills, ‘83 published
his sixth volume of
poetry, “Exit, Pursued
by a Bear” (Press
53), which consists of
poems triggered by
stage directions in Shakespeare plays.
Last year his collection, “This Miraculous
Turning,” was awarded the North Carolina Roanoke-Chowan Prize for Poetry.
When asked about his career as a poet,
he responds, “Yeah, it’s surprised everyone, including me.”

Class of ‘94

Angie Akers
Olympic team

coaches

Angie (Harris) Akers, ‘94, was a professional beach volleyball player
who reached a No. 5 world ranking as a player. This summer at the
Olympics in Rio, she coached the
Netherlands women’s beach volleyball team to a ninth-place finish.

Julie Zoch, ‘03, married Matt Hille on Oct.
8 at St. Joseph Catholic Church - Hessen
Cassel, Fort Wayne.

Class of ‘08

Ellen Arens and Brad Carteaux, ‘04 were
married Aug. 20, 2016.

Class of ‘10

Class of ‘00

Joel Bone and McKenzie Wyss, ‘10, were
married on Sept. 17 at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic Church in Fort Wayne.

Rebecca Handel, ‘00, married Andrew
Vlahos on July 9, 2016. They currently
reside in Chicago.
.
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Kevin Kiermaier, Tampa Bay Rays center fielder, has earned the Rawlings Gold
Glove Award for the second year in a row.
Kiermaier is the first American League
center fielder to claim the Gold Glove in
each of his first two full seasons in the
majors since the awards were first presented in 1957.

Visit
our
new
website

www.bishopluers.org

Class of ‘10

Class of ‘11

Ivy Strubel, ‘10, married Adam Hanford on July 30 at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Fort
Wayne.

Class of ‘12

Billy McManus, ‘11, married Kathleen
Leeuw on July 9 at St. Jude Catholic
Church. Sean McManus, ’13 was best
man, Emily McManus, ‘18 was bridesmaid. Billy and Katie live in Frederick,
Maryland.
Left, Rachel Crouch, ‘12, married Justin
McCabe on July 2, 2016 at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Fort Wayne. Father Tim
Wrozek was celebrant. The maid of honor was Veronica Frecker Brown, ‘12. Paul
Lohmuller,’12 was a groomsmen. They reside in Farmington Hills, Michigan.

Class of ‘16

Class of ‘14

Bishop Luers grad finds mission in Haiti
Bishop Luers High School graduate, Riley Bubb, 2014, spent the summer in Haiti. Bubb has completed an internship and implemented a self-designed project
under the auspices of a grant from the Preston Public Interest Career Fund. He conducted a research project on literacy, implemented a pilot-recycling program and
worked with the day-to-day functions of a grassroots level mission organization.

Class of ‘16

Class of 2016 Austin Mack, ‘16 and Grace
Everett, ‘16 representing the Knights at
Ohio State!

Class of 2016 KNIGHT OF FAREWELL
Tyler Huth and Tony Bottone,- Cornhole champs and
James Slocum and Alley Broom runner-ups
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Homecoming 2016

2016 Homecoming
Tailgate Sponsors
Chris & Angie Wood, ‘91
Carol & Mark Coffee, ’85
Leah & Dan Gabrek, ‘81
Niki & Alex Donlan, ‘97

Event Sponsors
1st Source Bank
Nine Mile Restaurant
Halls
Ace Tent Rental

The 2016 Homecoming Court.

Meet the Distinguished Knights of 2016
Bishop Luers High School recently announced the recipients of the 2016 Distinguished Knight Awards after the
celebration of the Mass for Homecoming on Sept. 16.
Mary Jane Bradley-Millikan was named the outstanding
alumnus, and Jack Zern received the honorary alumnus.
When Mary Jane Bradley-Millikan entered the doors
of Bishop Luers in 1958, a 58-year love affair with the
school began. She is a proud member of the Class of
1962.
Millikan has been, and continues to be, a dedicated
mother of five, a wife of 50 plus years, volunteer at St.
John the Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne, and volunteer in
the Bishop Luers community.
Millikan’s five children graduated from Bishop Luers where she was an involved
parent. She takes pride in all the school renovation work that she and her husband, Mike, have done over the years, but she is proudest of the three generations of her family who have graduated from Bishop Luers High School.

Winners of the Corn Hole Tournament included
Evann and Isaac Aramula, first place, and Paul
Newberg and Emma Quinn, second place.

Millikan has been a member of the Bishop Luers Alumni Board for the last 10
years. She is the first to step up to help with organizing class reunions or the
golden knight ceremony. In 2008, Millikan spearheaded a 1962 class campaign
raising funds to purchase the “knight” on the front of the school building.
Jack Zern has given time, talent, treasure, children and grandchildren to Bishop
Luers High School. He has been part of this Bishop Luers community since 1976
when his oldest of five children began high school. Even though his youngest son
graduated in 1985 and his oldest granddaughter did not enter Bishop Luers until
2007, he has faithfully served this Bishop Luers community, which he so loves.
Since 1980 he has volunteered his time to announce the girls’ volleyball and
boys’ and girls’ basketball games. Over 36 years of service, he has garnered the
name of “GV” or “Golden Voice” by his family. At about two hours a shot for an
average of 10 home games per sport, that would estimate to be over 2,000 hours
of service.
Zern truly embodies the Luers Spirit. The mission statement speaks to the values
that are held so dearly at this school – dignity, integrity, respect and responsibility.
He is devoted to his faith, his family and to Bishop Luers.
For Zern, it is not just the honor of announcing these games but it is the privilege
of building so many special relationships with coaches, players, parents and other members of this community.

BISHOP LUERS MAGAZINE Page 10

Mike Hanlin (‘71) provided a pep talk to the
linemen of the Bishop Luers football team
before the homecoming game against North
Side. Hanlin recalled the enthusiasm of
the late Coach Mike Egts and his love for
the Knights’ football. Egts, he said, would
encourage the linemen to practice hard,
and stick with the basics. Handlin recalled
Coach Egts’ committment to the faith as a
daily Communicant. The lessons in discipline, Handlin told the team willl pay off at the
homecoming game and the rest of their lives.

2016 Annual Alumni and Friends Golf Outing
Pin Flag Sponsors:
Coney Island
Eilbacher Fletcher, LLP
Korte Does it All
OMSA/Dr. Mike Stronczek
ONE/Dr. John Pritchard
Summit Sports/ Komet Hockey
The Family Business Consulting Group, Inc.
Wings, Etc.
Tee Sponsors
Abolite Maintenance
Arlen Horsewood DDS
Birkmeier Renovation, Inc
Calhoun Street Soup, Salads & Spirit
Christopher James Menswear, Inc.
Coldwell Banker
Connolly’s Do It Best
Curly’s Village Inn
Current Mechanical
David Culp & Co. LLP
Deer Park Lodge Irish Pub
First Federal Savings Bank
Fort Wayne Metals
Fraud Detection &
Investigation, Inc.
Hoch Associates
Kelly Box & Packaging
Kowalczyk Graduates
Leonard J. Andorfer & Co
Leonard, Hammond,
Thoma & Terrill
Life Financial
Max Richardson., Jr. ‘74
Michael Kinder & Sons, Inc.
Mike and Debbie Stoffel
Offset One, Inc.		
Perdue Printed Products
PrintMaster, LLC
Pfister Sprinkler Systems
R & C Fence
Shank Brothers, Inc.
Steve Westrick Agency
Tiffany Albertson & Family
The Stand
Ueber & Friedrich
Wings, Etc.
Yeoman Services Center
Yoder/Rahrig Family Dentistry

Thank you to all
of our sponsors.
We appreciate
your support.
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Student life

Bishop Luers student
leaders boost skills
By NAUDIA THOMPSON, Bishop Luers High School senior
A new school year meant new responsibilities for the students at
Bishop Luers High School, especially the seniors. At the beginning of the school year, the
seniors attended a leadership
camp. The camp lasted one
day and was held at Camp
Potawatomi.
The camp consisted of learning to work together, building
confidence, and becoming better leaders. There were many
activities including high ropes,
raft building, a challenge course
and a presentation on the role of
a leader.
Many seniors agree that the
best part of camp was the high
ropes and the raft building exercise.
Katie Leja said, “My favorite
part would have to be the high
ropes because even though I
am afraid of heights, everyone
was helping me out and making
sure I was comfortable.”
Most of the students participated in the high ropes in which
the students were suspended
on ropes 40 feet in the air.
Another distinct memory from
the camp was when Group Four
won the raft building challenge,
where students had to build a

raft using wooden two-by-fours,
cardboard, rope and two barrels.
After building the raft, the entire team had to make their way
across the lake and back. If the
raft fell apart, they had to restart.
This challenge was especially difficult because you not only
needed problem solving, but you
also needed to understand how
to disperse the weight on the raft.
“We must have tried 15 different
combinations of weight distribution with our members before we
finally figured it out,” added Kennedy Brough, a member of Group
Four.
Although a rainy and wet day
at Potawatomi, the seniors
pushed through learning essential
team-building skills. The day ended with a stop a Pizza Hut and a
very tired bus ride.
“We were pretty much all exhausted at the end of it; it was a
very long day,” commented Max
Pyle.
Tired, soaked, and weary, the
seniors made their way back to
Bishop Luers. It had been an unforgettable experience, from the
leadership skills learned to the
laughter shared at Mr. Marsh’s
dance moves, it was a day to be
remembered.

Bishop Luers High School junior Adam Veldman was
recently selected to attend the National Youth Leadership Forum for National Security in Washington, D.C..
The conference included speakers who spoke about
careers in national security from the different branches
of the military and intelligence agencies. One of the
exercises at the conference was a simulation where the
participants assumed roles and acted out a situation.
Veldman said one of the highlights of the conference
was an opportunity to visit the museums in Washington,
D.C. Veldman wants to study military history in college
and plans to join the military to pay for his college. His
career ambition is to be a D.I.A. as a military analyst.

Travel Opportunities in 2017
Summer Service Trip to Haiti July 2017
The French Club will once again be offering students the
opportunity to take a service trip to Haiti. Ms. Carrie Bubb
will take another group of students to Haiti for two weeks
next July (2017) to work with orphans, serve at a school
for homeless children and contribute to a construction project. This trip is for students who are open to being challenged – physically, emotionally and spiritually – it will be
an incredible trip for students who are willing to give themselves over entirely to the experience.
Students are not required to take French to participate
but only a limited number of spots are available.   

Knights in Spain, June 12-21, 2017

A raft building
challenge was
a highlight of
a leadership
camp at Camp
Potawatomi
in August.
Photo by
Megan Ryan
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This 10-day trip includes the Spanish cities of Barcelona
(with an extra day in this city for beach time on the Mediterranean Costa Brava), Cordoba (by high speed train) to
see its famous Mezquita/Cathedral, Granada to see the
internationally renowned Alhambra, the historic city of Toledo and Madrid, the capital city. We will travel from Indianapolis to Barcelona, Spain, on June 12, 2017 and return
to Indianapolis from Madrid on June 21, 2017. The June
2017 departure date leaves considerable time for our students and other travelers to budget for the cost of our trip.
The estimated price of this educational international
travel is $5,065. Additional informational meetings regarding planning for the trip will be held during the 2016-17
school year. Travel Company: ACIS
Bishop Luers H.S. tour leader: Mrs. Karen Marciano,
kmarciano@bishopluers.org.

Student life

Walk-a-Thon 2016

Thank You Sponsors of
Bishop Luers Walk-A-Thon 2016
DBD Contracting, LLC
Covington Greens, Inc.
Lawn & Landscape
Randy’s Carpet Cleaning
Extended Care
Specialists, Inc
Bryan & Judi Mathieson
Offset One
Hill’s Meat Market
Indiana Physical Therapy
Fraud Detection and
Investigation, Inc
Fisher Family

The DiGiulio Family
Wings Etc.
Klinger Family Dentistry
Leonard J. Andorfer & Co., LLP
St. Elizabeth Rebate Program
The Everett Family
Strahm Investigation
Kyle Electric LLC
Paula J. Gremaux - Keating
American Sealants Inc
Blomeke Family
Zay Leasing and Rentals

Light of Learning Award

The annual Bishop Luers Student Walk-a-thon Fundraiser
event was held on Friday, Sept. 30. It was a cool, brisk cloudy
day, but the weather didn’t dampen the spirits of the 600-plus
students who walked from school, around Foster Park and back
to school for a total of 6.2 miles. Each student was asked to
raise a minimum of $75 with some raising over $1,000! We had
a goal of $50,000. The money raised supports the Luers operating budget.

Marilyn Fech, a religion teacher
at Bishop Luers High School, is
this year’s nominee for the Light
of Learning Award, an award
bestowed on Catholic school
teachers and administrators
at the annual Light of Learning banquet during Catholic
Schools Week.
Mrs. Fech is a beloved, faithfilled, knowledgeable Bishop
Luers instructor.
The announcement of her
nomination was made by Principal Tiffany Albertson after the
all-school Mass on Tuesday,
Nov. 1.

Bishop Luers students take part in French immersion language program
Three Bishop Luers High School students -- Montserrat Amieva, Richie
Teders and Aspen Hill -- traveled to
France for the summer with the Indiana
University Honors Program in Foreign
Languages.
They traveled to France for sev-

en weeks, lived with a host family and
took courses with IU instructors. The
students committed to an honors pledge
to speak no English and use only one
hour of internet per week during the seven-week session.

Bishop Luers instructor Carrie Bubb said,
“I am particularly proud of the students
who represent Bishop Luers through IU
Honors. They consistently represent the
diversity at our school.“
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Meet the new
(and returning) staff
Bishop Luers High School welcomes
the following new teachers:

Bishop Luers
welcomes new
athletic director

Jeanine Skordos returns to Bishop Luers as a social
studies teacher. Previously, she had taught three years at
Bishop Luers and returns after one year. Skordos is excited about teaching social studies. “I love history,” she said.
“He who does not learn from history is going to repeat it.”
Jamie Andorfer is teaching freshmen and sophomore
religion. She is well connected with family at Bishop Luers.
Kevin Godfroy, the new athletic director, is a brotherin-law. Jenny Andorfer, director of admissions, is her
mother-in-law. Andorfer is a 2008 Bishop Luers graduate.
When she was studying elementary education in college,
she became interested in theology and was especially
influenced by the theology classes as a Bishop Luers
student. “I am looking forward to creating relationships
with the students and creating disciples,” she said.
Jordan Miller is an English teacher, primarily with juniors, and will teach a section of speech in the second semester. He is a Ball State University graduate and taught in
Ohio for a few years. Last spring he “was blessed with opportunity” to be the Bishop Luers head track coach and became familiar with the students. “This is a new opportunity
as far as a different clientele of student,” Miller said. “I think
the students at Bishop Luers, from what I saw in track, take
their academics a bit more seriously. I’m excited to see
the energy and passion that they bring to the classroom.”
Jessica Marlin teaches freshman and sophomore English. This is her first year teaching. Her student-teaching experience was in public schools. Marlin is looking
forward to teaching in a Catholic school and said, “I’m
excited about meeting my students and getting to know
the community at Bishop Luers.” She is a native of Ohio
and recently attended World Youth Day in Poland.
Linda Keuneke returns to Bishop Luers as the math department head. She loves geometry, but will teach Pre-Calculus and Algebra I. She taught at Bishop Luers before
moving to Arizona and Colorado. She and her family
recently returned to Fort Wayne to be near grandchildren.
“There is no other place I wanted to teach,” she said. “In
the nine years that I was here, I never felt like it was a job.”

Tess Weber-Steffen named Alumni Director
Tess Weber-Steffen (Bishop Luers Class of ‘79) has been
named an Alumni Director at Bishop Luers High School.
Tess comes from a sales management position at Today’s
Catholic newspaper.
“I am so happy to be back at my alma mater and happy to be part of the Bishop Luers family,” Steffen said.
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Kevin Godfroy has been named the athletic director of Bishop Luers High School in
Fort Wayne. He assumed the role on Aug. 1.
A native of Huntington, and now a resident
of Roanoke, Godfroy grew up at St. Mary
and Sts. Peter and Paul parishes and attended Huntington Catholic and then Bishop
Luers High School. He graduated from Bishop Luers in 2006 and then earned a bachelor degree in education at Miami University
of Ohio in 2010. Godfroy and his wife Janna
have been married for five years and are
members of St. Joseph Parish, Roanoke.
Godfroy was director of student services
at St. Vincent de Paul School in Fort Wayne.
Prior to that post, he was a physical education teacher and athletic director for three
years at Huntington Catholic and taught
physical education in a joint effort at St. Bernard, Wabash, and St. Paul in Marion.
As a student at Bishop Luers High School,
Godfroy was a volleyball player and member of the show choir. He said he always
knew he wanted to be an athletic director.
His father was an umpire for tournaments
during Godfroy’s childhood.
Most recently at Bishop Luers, Godfroy
has been an assistant softball coach and
worked the scoreboard for basketball. He
also kept the statistics for Bishop Luers football.
“I always wanted to be at Luers,” Godfroy
said. “I’ve always loved the school and the
family here.” He said he likes “the close-knit
community, the values. That really is Luers
Spirit.”
Godfroy said he was inspired by a baseball coach from his youth. The coach was a
gas worker and lost his life in an accident
when Godfroy was a freshman in college.
“Just knowing how he affected me, pushed
me towards working with kids,” Godfroy said
and helped motivate his career plans.
Godfroy said his goals are “to continue the
great traditions at Bishop Luers and help to
build them into something greater and support the mission of the students - growth of
mind, body and soul.”

2016 Varsity Girls’ Golf Team

2016 Cross-Country
History was made this year when both the
girls’ and the boys’ cross country teams
made it to the regional cross country
meet. Additional achievements include
the following:
Semi-state qualifiers: Kristina Baum
(finished 20th at regional), Emily McManus (finished 12th at semi-state and 4th
at regional), Stephen Busch (finished
15th at regional), Joe Deiser (finished
12th at regional).
State qualifier: Emily McManus
Record holder: Emily McManus (Record
made at semi-state for 5K was 18:52.41)
Captains: Joe Deiser, Marisa Wigent
Coach Nichole Wellman states, “We
have a young team so we’re hopeful that
we’ll have a few more make it to state in
the upcoming years.”

From left, junior Emily Shimer, sophomore Caroline Rahrig, freshman Madeleine
Pape, senior Katie Leja and junior Lexy Turpchinoff. Not shown is varsity golfer
Gretchen Spenn.
Bishop Luers Varsity Girls’ Golf team finished second in the SAC Conference. The
breakdown follows: the varsity record was 9 wins and 3 losses, the SAC record was 6
wins and 1 loss, and the overall SAC record including the SAC tournament at McMillen was 12 wins and 2 losses.
Special recognition goes to Katie Leja and Madeleine Pape who made the All- SAC
team. In addition, Katie Leja was named to the NE Indiana All- Area team for 2016.

Volleyball team commits to service hours

2016 Bishop Luers
Volleyball
Bishop Luers volleyball coach Jahrae
Hampton reports that they had big wins
against Homestead and Carroll at home
and finished 7-1 at home. Overall, their
record was 18-17. Coach Hampton is
proud of his team and reports the following 6 Players Being Honored through the
SAC:
• Emilie Strack/Gabby North-1st Team
• Kathryn Knapke/Ally Emment-2nd Team
• Jelena Girod-Honorable Mention
• Rachel Baehl-Mental Toughness Award
• Rachel Baehl-Academic All-State Team

Volleyball team volunteers hours at the Community Harvest Food Bank.
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2016 Boys’ Tennis

Several Bishop Luers players were also honored this year with
individual accomplishments. Senior Maximilian Pyle (co-captain) earned Academic All-State honorable mention. Earning
positions on the All-SAC conference team included juniors Cole
Scheible and Johnny Woehnker (co-captain) - first team, and
junior Charlie Burton, second team.

In early August, the Bishop Luers boys’ tennis team started the
2016 season with one very clear main goal in mind - to regain
the SAC conference crown, a title earned in 2014 for the first
since 1968. The team, built on a foundation of improved talent,
enthusiasm, depth and character, had a very successful 2015
but came up just short of a consecutive title.
A year ago Luers added two very strong opponents to the boys’
tennis schedule, state contenders Homestead and Carroll. The
addition of this level of competition to an already solid schedule
really challenged and helped develop the Knights. The boys
were more than up for that challenge, finishing the 2016 season
with a varsity record of 12-3 in regular season play, including
7-0 in the SAC and winning the conference for the second time
in three years. The season ended with a hard-fought loss to
Homestead in sectional play.

Head Coach Joel Pyle states “We couldn’t be more proud of the
way our boys conduct themselves on and off the court, and how
they represent Bishop Luers. The junior varsity had another
successful season, too. We have returning depth and talent,
and we’re encouraged with everyone’s improvement on both
varsity and junior varsity. The future of Bishop Luers boys tennis looks very bright.”

2016 Football
All-SAC Football Selections:
1st Team: J’Lyn Charlton – RB
2nd Team: Dashon Bussell – WR
Zach Starks – G
Honorable Mention:
Anton Berry, Gareth Brouwer, Dom Easley, Justin Gaston, Mitch
Gigli, Ty Hambright, Peyton Howe, Chance Ritschard, Jimmy
Sturm, Chance Ritschard

Scholarship Recipients
Leigh Ann Palmer Memorial Scholarship		
Madison Miller
Philip and Katherine Bail Personal
Achievement Scholar			Hanna Rhoden
Larry Wedertz					Jacob Schmitz
						Nicholas Braun
John F. Gaughan				
William Huth
Choral Performing Arts				Andrew Mourey
Thomas Eckrich					Jessica Hartmus
St. Peters					Rod Custard
Magee O Connor				
Mary Braun
						Cecilia Simerman
Mike Tackett					Adilynn Girardot
Monsignor Lester				Mary Cicchiello
Father Florentine				Ashlynn Gray
James Keefer Memorial				
Madison Frauenfelder
						Hannah Wezensky
Alumni Scholarship				Carolyn Romary
Mark Brueggeman				Jeremy Fagg
						Jonathon Silvers
Father Fred Link					Gavin Delegrange
Deb Jur Memorial				
Emily Schmitz
Julie Edwards Baker Memorial			
Dylan Keating

2016 Henry-Keefer Placement Exam Recipients
John Andersen
Gavin Ealey
Matthew Coffee
Mary Braun
Cecilia Simerman
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Jessica Hartmus
Evan York
Mary Cicchiello
Nolan Cook
Hannah Monnier		

Senior Hanna Rhoden
receives Philip and
Katherine Bail Award
Hanna
Rhoden,
a senior at Bishop Luers High
School, was the
2016-2017 recipient of the Philip
and Katherine Bail
Personal Achievement Award. She
was
recognized
and received the
award during the Honor Awards Ceremony on Friday, Sept. 9. The award recognizes Rhoden as a personal achievement
scholar.
The award is presented to a senior student who possesses outstanding moral
character, who strives to perform to the
highest levels of his or her God-given talents, and who does not allow adversity to
define or limit the constructive pursuit of
his or her dreams.
Students who apply for the scholarship
provide a one-page essay describing why
they should be awarded the scholarship.
This essay describes how their personal
circumstances overcome obstacles and
how the student has explored many academic and extracurricular opportunities
offered by Bishop Luers and how they
have given themselves to Bishop Luers
and the greater Fort Wayne community.

LuersKnight Ladies Luncheon

LuersKnight 2017
Mark your calendars
for all the upcoming
LuersKnight events
TriviaKnight –
Friday, Feb. 3
Winter Homecoming –
CasaKnight, Friday, Feb. 17
EuchreKnight –
Friday, March 24
LuersKnight Preview –
Thursday, April 27

Bishop Luers High School hosted the LuersKnight Ladies Luncheon on
Sunday, Oct. 16. The luncheon was held at Orchard Ridge Country Club in Fort
Wayne. This year’s guest speaker was Mary Glowaski, the division director for the
Secretariat for Evangelization for the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend.

Thank you spirit shirt sponsors

LuersKnight Dinner Auction –
Friday, April 28
We could use your help with all of
these events and are always looking for donations of auction items
or cash to purchase auction items.
If you would like additional information about any of these
events, contact Kathy Skelly at Bishop Luers 260-4561261, Ext 3142, or by email at
kskelly@bishopluers.org.

2016-2017 Bishop
Luers High School
School Board
Mark Andorfer (ad hoc finance)
Johnathan Brouwer
Brian Cook
Jim Hoch
Michael Savieo
Father Bill Sullivan
Wendy Woehnker
Alice Jordan-Miles
James Cicchiello
Shawn Prendergast
Rachel Nelson
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Richard Paul Evans,
author, visits Bishop Luers

Pay tribute to loved one with honor book

Looking for a unique, “personalized touch” for someone special?
Consider purchasing a book for the Bishop Luers High School Media
Center to honor a loved one. It is also an excellent way for you, your
business, or your organization to help out Bishop Luers by providing
books of interest to the Bishop Luers student body.
Honor books offer a lasting tribute to a person of your choice for a
special occasion or “just because you love them!”
Prices start at $20. A larger gift enables the school to purchase a
more expensive book or more than one book.
For additional information or make a donation, visit bishopluers.org.

Bishop Luers High School and Barnes & Noble
join forces for holiday fundraiser

No. 1 New York Times bestselling author Richard Paul
Evans spoke to students at Bishop Luers High School
on Sept. 27.
Evans is best known for his Michael Vey series. He
related how he dealt with Tourette syndrome throughout
his life and how Tourette’s is reflected in the character of
Michael Vey in the book series.
He encouraged the students to find their “super
power.” It will open doors. The most satisfying thing for
him, though, is being a father and grandfather.
Evans is also known for the “The Christmas Box” and
the Christmas Box series.
He was in Fort Wayne as part of his Love, Life and
the Eternal Book Tour and signed books at Barnes and
Noble Bookstore.

In an effort to raise funds to
replenish and expand their
library collection, Bishop Luers
High School is working together
with Barnes & Noble Booksellers to host a Bookfair for their
family, friends and supporters at
the Barnes & Noble at Jefferson Pointe on Sunday, Dec.
11, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Barnes & Noble will donate a
percentage of every sale made
by Bishop Luers supporters with
a special voucher throughout
the day. Supporters can choose
from bestsellers, children’s
books and toys, games, gift
items, home and office products, CDs and DVDs, Café

Bishop Luers High School

items, including Starbucks coffee
and Cheesecake Factory cheesecake, and more … even NOOK and
NOOK accessories! Also, you can
choose from a special “wish list”
table of books selected by Bishop
Luers Librarian Laura Sturm to donate directly to the school’s library.
Please help support Bishop
Luers High School by shopping at
Barnes & Noble at Jefferson Pointe
on Sunday, Dec. 11, or online at
www.bn.com/bookfairs from Dec.
11-16. For more information, or
to get donation vouchers, visit
www.bishopluers.org or call Laura
Sturm at Bishop Luers at 260-4561261 ext. 3011, or Susan Derr at
Barnes & Noble at 260-432-2123.

Supporting

Bishop Luers
High School
Sunday, Dec. 11th
Barnes & Noble

at Jefferson Pointe

Sunday, December 11th
Barnes & Noble at Jefferson Pointe


Shop Barnes & Noble at Jefferson Pointe anytime on Sunday, December 11th, and Barnes &
Noble will donate a percentage of your sales to Bishop Luers High School. Simply present the
attached voucher when making your purchase, or tell the cashier you want your purchase
to benefit Bishop Luers High School.



Choose from bestsellers, gift items, home and office products, Starbucks coffee, Cheesecake
factory cheesecakes and other Café treats, CDs, DVDs, children’s books and toys, plus games,
puzzles, NOOK and NOOK accessories and more!



Special activities will take place throughout the day at Barnes & Noble’s Jefferson Pointe
location only, although vouchers may be used at any Barnes & Noble store.

Visit BN.COM/bookfairs to support us online from 12/11/16 to 12/16/16
by entering Bookfair ID# 11868056 at checkout.
For more information, call 260-456-1261, or go to our website,
www.bishopluers.org
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Bookfair ID# 11868056

Supporting

Bishop Luers
High School
Sunday, Dec. 11th
Barnes & Noble

at Jefferson Pointe
Bookfair ID# 11868056

The Gift
of Giving
A time of blessings
Dear Alumni and Friends of Bishop Luers
High School:
Every year as we approach the holiday season, I think back on the many
blessings that I have received. Where
do I start? I guess to begin with, I need
to look at the blessings that God has
given me and my family. I grew up in
a low to middle class family, and my
parents found a way to send my sisters
and me to Catholic schools. We were
able to attend 12 years in Catholic
schools, including our high school years
at Bishop Luers. At Bishop Luers, I
had the opportunity to be involved in
athletics, Key Club and other activities.
I learned more than what is taught in
textbooks; I learned to respect people
for who they are. We were all created by God and have a purpose.
After high school, I attended college
and worked multiple jobs. I finally settled
down and found a great career as a
paramedic. I found my wife of 26 years,
Beth, and have been blessed with
three beautiful children; Jessica (2010),
John (2013) and Jacquelyn (2018).
I am happy to say that despite some
struggles, my oldest two are graduates
of Bishop Luers High School and my
youngest is a junior. I would not have
been able to do this without the love
and support of the Bishop Luers family.
So why am I writing this letter? I want
to thank each and every person for
their support of Bishop Luers High
School. I am sure there are many
families that have benefited from
your generous contributions over the
years. Without your help, there are
many students who would not have a
chance to learn what the Luers Spirit
is all about. I believe this Spirit is truly
LOVE. We learn to live and grow with
each other in a loving environment.
So, I want to thank you and may
God bless you for your support
of Bishop Luers High School.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Michael Savieo
Class of 1983,
School Board Member,
Field Dad and Parent

We’re going green

This year instead of including our
Annual Report in this publication we have decided to be more “green”
and have it available for viewing online at www.bishopluers.org and
then click on the “Advancement Home” link under “Advancement.”

TOP FIVE CLASSES
IN ANNUAL FUND GIVING
1976 $12,525
1978 $6,817
1971 $6,800
1979 $4,567
1972 $3,550
From the Office of Mission Advancement
WOW! What a year it has been! We
continue to be amazed at the show
of support from our alumni, friends
of Bishop Luers and our families.
In December we said farewell to Sarah Shank. She stepped down as one
of our alumni directors after 10 years
of service. She will be missed.
In April, alumnus Tim Johnson joined
the Office of Mission Advancement as
our new director of communications. Tim
graduated from Bishop Luers in 1984.
In May we began preparing for the
New Media Center and Chapel of
Saint Francis of Assisi. Throughout
the summer and into the fall, we had
construction workers on site daily. The
final result of all their hard work and
your support is a beautiful chapel and a
new media center. The Blessing of the
Chapel and Dedication of the Altar was
a very moving Eucharistic celebration.
Six alumni priest concelebrated the
Mass with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades.
We are still working on raising additional funds for the Faith In Our Future
Capital Campaign. The remaining two
components are the facade and the
Performing Arts Assembly Hall. At this
point, we have received just under $3.2
million with a goal of $4 million. Please
prayerfully consider a donation to the
campaign. If you have any questions

about the campiagn, contact Kathy
Skelly at 260-456-1261 ext. 3142 or
by email at kskelly@bishopluers.org
Tess Steffen from the Class of ’79
joined the Mission Advancement
team in November. She is replacing Mary Huth as one of our Alumni
Directors. Thank you Mary for all
the work you did to support the mission of Bishop Luers High School.
Due to your tremendous support, the
2016 Annual Fund raised over $98,000.
Thank you for continuing to donate to
this fund. The goal for the 2017 Annual Fund is $85,000. In December,
everyone will be receiving an Annual
Fund brochure, which will outline the
operating needs of Bishop Luers.
If we have the same address for our
alumni from the same family, the household may receive more than one copy
of the Annual Fund brochure. We are
asking all alumni to consider a donation
to the Annual Fund. If you are the head
of the household who has received
multiple brochures, please forward
the brochure to the alumni for whom it
was intended. The Alumni Department
is constantly updating addresses. If
your address has recently changed,
please contact the Alumni Department
at 260-456-1261, ext 3040 or email
Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org.

The Mission Advancement Team
Kathy Skelly			
Director of Advancement		

Melissa Hire ’84
Alumni Director

Tess Steffen ’79			
Alumni Director			

Christine Fabina
Special Events

Tim Johnson ’84
Director of Communications
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About the front cover photo
Priests, including several Bishop Luers High School graduates, gather
with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades for the celebration of the Eucharist on
Nov. 10 as the Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi was blessed and the
altar dedicated.
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John C. Reimbold, MBA, CFP®
Private Wealth Advisor

Reimbold & Anderson
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise
Financial Services, Inc.
5750 Coventry Lane, Ste. 110
Fort Wayne, IN 46804
260.432.3235
www.reimboldandanderson.com
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member
FINRA and SIPC.
© 2016 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Keep us informed
If you have moved or changed any important information, contact Melissa
Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org. If you have a story, recent marriage, baby,
promotion, graduation, or involved community service, contact Tess Steffen at tsteffen@bishopluers.org or call 260-456-1261, Ext. 3039.

UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER
20
Turkey Trot
DECEMBER
2-4
Winter Play
7
Scholarship Luncheon
8
Feast of the Immaculate ConceptionFreshman Class— Mass & Mingle, 9:30 a.m.
10
Christmas Dance
10
Henry-Keefer Scholarship Exam
15
Christmas Concert
JANUARY
9
Bishop’s Pastoral Visit & All School Mass, 9 a.m.
15
Cabaret Knight
FEBRUARY
3
Trivia Knight
17
Winter Homecoming-Casa Knight
MARCH
1
Ash Wednesday, All School Mass, 9:30 a.m.
10-11
Show Choir Invitational
24
Euchre Knight
APRIL
3-7
12
27
28
29

Spring Break
All School Mass, 9:30 a.m.
Luers Preview Knight
LuersKnight
Prom

MAY
5-7
12
12
13
19

Spring Play
Senior Mass, 9:30 a.m.
Spring Concert
10K/5K Walk/Run
Senior Awards

