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November 5th: All Saints’ Sunday Observed!
On November 5th, we observe All Saints’ Sunday in Trinity’s Sanctuary services. We will be celebrating and
remembering the life and faith of all of our members who have gone on to the LORD in heaven since All Saints’
Sunday in 2016.
This year, we will be remembering nine members who lived and loved in the faith and strength of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Rev. Dr. Albert H. Miller
December 18, 1926 November 7, 2016

Anna Olivia Kluender
October 2, 1942 November 10, 2016

Agnes Ida Belle Hancock
December 19, 1920 March 6, 2017

Mary Louise Helmcamp
November 7, 1921 December 3, 2016

Kenneth Wayne Kleeman
November 15, 1949 May 22, 2017

Noral Schmidt, Jr.
October 8, 1950 December 13, 2016

Lucille Geneva Sims
March 12, 1925 June 30, 2017

David Richard Weinhold
December 22, 1928 February 3, 2017

Gertrude Florence Jones
February 13, 1929 September 23, 2017

Trinity Today Finance Corner - November 1, 2017
Through September 30, 2017, tithes, offerings and early childhood tuition income
have been less than projected, but our expenses have also been lower than our budget.
If our traditional year-end giving pattern continues, our church should be well on
its way to a stronger financial future in 2018.
Through September 30th of this year, the cash flow deficit resulting from
the completed wind down of the K-8 school’s operations was $425,000, and
was financed with a line of credit with the Texas District’s Church Extension
Fund. We will be discussing our plan to begin paying down our accumulated
operational debt of $1.62M at the Congregational Assembly on November 12th.
Through September 30th, the Mighty Acts campaign has raised $1,525,430
compared with pledges totaling $1,650,410. The official three-year time period for
the Mighty Acts campaign concludes November 26th; however, we will continue to
apply gifts in fulfillment of pledges through December 31, 2017.
Our congregation contributed more than $72,000 to help congregation members and staff impacted by
Hurricane Harvey. As of 10/23/17, ten members of our congregation who applied for assistance in defraying their
unreimbursed costs have been distributed monies from this relief fund. Thanks be to God for your generosity of
time, talent and treasure in these efforts!
Please keep in mind our annual Commitment worship services on November 25th & 26th. Prayerfully
consider setting aside a portion of what you anticipate receiving from God in 2018 as a gift back to Him, taking
into account the Biblical example of offering to God 10% of what you anticipate receiving from Him in 2018.
								Your servant in Christ,
								Ron Lacy, CFO

“Classic Christmas Cartoons” - Begins December 3rd
There’s a reason why certain
stories, certain films, even certain
cartoons, become classics.
It’s not by accident
that some stories
are here today and
gone tomorrow …
while others endure.
Now sometimes that
reason involves clever
marketing; sometimes that
reason involves some other
anomaly … but more often
than not, it’s because the story
itself is … is so right.
Frosty the Snowman, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, The Grinch, and Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town are
among the classic cartoons of Christmas. Each one tells a story that addresses situations we face in life. God
speaks to these situations through His Word, the Bible.
The December sermon series, “Classic Christmas Cartoons,” will include these stories as we prepare to
celebrate the birth of Jesus once again. You won’t want to miss this series and you’ll never look at these Christmas
classics in the same way again.
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Fall Food Drive - November 12
I would like to start by saying “THANK YOU” to all the giving people
here at Trinity. The out-pouring of love to Harvey victims has been nothing
short of amazing. Now we are preparing for the Fall Food Drive, partnering
with St. Joseph’s to help those in need in our local community. Donations
that are needed most are: canned meats and vegetables, pasta sauces, rice
and beans, sugar, flour, cereal and, as always, baby items (formula, diapers,
etc.). Of course cash donations are always welcomed and appreciated.
Many, many thanks.
		
Your partners in ministry,
		 The Bells - Steve, Tana & Zachery
		
713.540.2812

Annual Congregational Assembly Meeting
Mark your calendars for our Annual Congregational Assembly Meeting which
will be held on Sunday, November 12, 2017, at 12:15 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose
Room of the Education Center. Lunch will be served. The agenda for the meeting
is as follows:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Opening Prayer
Approval of minutes from 2016 Congregational Assembly
Election of Governing Board members
Nominees are Robert Choate, Sarah Crawford, Bo Hopmann*, Stephen
Maynard*, Philip Meier, Stephen Porter, Josh Rodriguez* and Cynthia Roney. Valerie Wilke declined
nomination. Biographies of nominees will be available in the foyer, narthex and Satellite Service.
Election of 2018 Nominating Committee
Board Report
2018 Ministry Financial Plan
School Endowment
Closing Prayer
* Incumbent

Lessons from the Elf
Elf is the story of Buddy, a human raised by Christmas elves, who discovers that he
is, indeed, human, and has a father in New York City. As Buddy embarks on a journey to
discover his birth family, he wrestles with issues of identity, faith, and where his unique
talents fit into the scheme of things.
This study will help you discuss the deeper themes of the movie. How can we
discover and establish our true identities? What does it mean to have faith in things
unseen? How does Buddy struggle with and ultimately embrace his uniqueness? What
does the joy of Christmas look like?
Join Pastor Dorn for his annual Christmas movie Bible study for the feel-good
holiday classic, “Elf.” This Bible study begins on Sunday, December 3 at 9:30 a.m. in
Room 123 (Pastor’s Office). Popcorn is included!
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Pastor David Leeland - Retirement Announcement
Pastor David A. Leeland
19011 Village Dogwood Court
Houston, Texas 77084
Sunday, October 8, 2017
Brothers and Sisters in Christ at
Trinity Lutheran Church, 800 Houston Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007
Subject: My Retirement from Ordained Pastoral Ministry at Trinity Lutheran Church
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
I am announcing my retirement from active Ordained Pastoral Ministry at Trinity Lutheran Church effective
November 30, 2017.
I have been going through a very intense period of searching Scripture, listening to our Lord in prayer and taking
the time to hear and discern His will for my life and ministry at the direction of His Holy Spirit.
Melanie and I have come to believe and are convinced that my entering into retirement is in response to the leading of the Holy Spirit and is in concert and obedient to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Here is what we want you to know:
We thank God for you! We thank God for over 16 years of shared ministry and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ!
You, together as a Congregation and individually, have blessed us abundantly with your love, faith, friendship,
prayers and gifts especially during Melanie’s two major surgeries.
We thank God for all the good He has done through our shared ministries, how He has touched the hearts and
lives of so many through us all and for all the ways the Lord has blessed our prayers, our laughter and tears, and
gave us so much love to share together!
We are remaining in Houston in our present home. Melanie will continue teaching Third Grade this academic
school year. I will be working to develop Maxwell Leadership Coaching, Training and Speaking and will be
working on professional writing for publication.
We ask for your prayers on our behalf as we enter into this new stage of life. My new personal email address
is david.a.leeland@gmail.com and I am establishing a Facebook page to share devotional thoughts and news.
We believe that the Lord has mighty things to do through you, Trinity Lutheran Church in Downtown Houston,
Texas, and that the best days of your mission and ministry are before you! May our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you in every way with His Holy Spirit and with the manifold blessings of His grace to the glory of our Heavenly
Father. Amen.
Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus,

Pastor David

Pastor David A. Leeland
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Pastor David’s Farewell Sermon and Luncheon is
November 19th
After over 36 years of Ordained Ministry with over 16 years
of service here at Trinity, Pastor David Leeland is retiring from
Trinity. His final Sunday for his Farewell Sermon is set for
November 19th where Pastor David will be the Preacher for both
Sanctuary services.
During his years of service as Director of Caring Ministries,
Trinity’s Stephen Ministry was revitalized through great Stephen
Leaders that trained over 200 members in Stephen Ministry.
Trinity’s Health Cabinet was established with a large group of lay
leaders that led to many new initiatives in ministry that served to
minister to the whole person under the leadership of our Parish
Nurse, Julie Bertrand, and the encouragement of Pastor David and
is now coordinated by Sherri Schroeder. Marriage Retreats were
held with the assistance and brainstorming of Suzanne Kurth for four years running where over 100 couples
were blessed and encouraged in their marriages. Premarital classes were led at least twice a year impacting
over 300 couples preparing for marriage. Baptism Preparation classes were held for parents of infants, for
children, teenagers and adults. And the Adult Bible Classes on Sunday Mornings were restarted and expanded
with a variety of teachers and topics through the partnership of the Adult Bible Studies Ministry Action Team.
Trinity’s Prayer Quilts were started under the leadership of Mary Jane Rogers with over 100 prayer quilts given
to those with serious sickness. There were countless hours of hospital visitation and ministry with early morning
pre-surgery visits and follow-up care, homebound communion visits, and countless hours of pastoral care and
counseling given to individuals, couples and families.
Pastor David has also served to lead Trinity during its vacancy before the arrival of our Senior Pastor. He
has also served the Texas District as a Circuit Counselor and currently serves as a Circuit Visitor.
We thank God for the many blessings He has given us through our shared ministries and we pray the Lord’s
abundant blessings on the next season of ministry He will lead Pastor David and Melanie to be and to do in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
To honor Pastor Leeland, a luncheon will be held in the gym immediately following the 10:50 Sanctuary
service on November 19th. The congregation is invited to join Pastor David and Melanie for this time of
fellowship and sharing. Volunteers to set up the gym on Saturday morning, serve and clean-up are appreciated.
If you are able to help, please contact Linda Gray at 713.851.8557 or linda_gray51@yahoo.com.
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Grateful, Thankful, and Truly Blessed
I’ve been thinking a great deal about Thanksgiving and how I celebrated
the day as a young girl. I remember learning about the Pilgrims and the
Indians; tracing my hand on construction paper to form a turkey; helping my
Mom make pumpkin pies; and smelling the turkey as it baked in the oven.
After church services the day was filled with cousins, aunts and uncles, and
grandparents. We’d ride bikes, play croquet, and there was always “hide and
seek” when it was almost dark.
But what is Thanksgiving, really?
Psalm 100 reads: “Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! Know that the LORD, He is God!
It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates
with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For the LORD is
good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.”
For the LORD is good...what a reason to rejoice! What a reason to celebrate! What a reason to shout praises
to His name!
Know that the LORD is God...when it comes down to it, the message is simple, He is God and He is good.
I am thankful that He is my God and He wants what is good for you and me!
At Thanksgiving do we remember to thank God for those who have blessed our lives? I love Paul’s letter
to the Christians in Philippi where Paul, being a servant of Jesus, takes great pains to be faithful to the ministry
entrusted to him. The Philippians joined together with Paul in sharing the Gospel with others. “I thank my
God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with
joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that He
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to
feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace,
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I
yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may abound more
and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure
and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God.” (Philippians 1:3-11). Paul never failed to thank God earnestly for his loyal
partners in ministry.
The Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders join together in thanking and praising God for Pastor David and
the time we have shared together. We are grateful for his sixteen dedicated years of caring ministry; nurturing,
guiding, and joyfully leading us as he helped us to mark our direction and encouraged us on our way. We
have prayed together; laughed and cried together. Hand-in-hand, we have walked in the light of Christ, and
we have grown together in the Gospel. His enthusiasm for God’s Word and his commitment to the Stephen
Ministry program has blessed us and countless others. His love for God’s people is contagious and will be our
encouragement as we carry on God’s work in this ministry. We pray God’s continued blessings on Pastor David
and Melanie and their family. We love you and “We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:1-3).
Gracious God, it is truly fitting that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You. As
we humbly acknowledge the blessings You have showered upon us, we praise You that our “cup runneth
over.” Thank you, Lord for the greatest gift You could ever give us; the gift of grace, undeserved but
lovingly given. Guide us by Your mercy to appreciate all You have given us. Help us to be generous as You
are generous, loving as You are loving and thankful as You have taught us. Amen.
							
Many Thanksgiving blessings,
							Linda Gray, Stephen Leader
6 - Trinity Today

Mighty Acts—Three-Year Milestone
And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6a

November marks three years since we embarked on our current capital campaign, We Declare Your Mighty
Acts. Thanks are due to Trinity’s members, as much has been accomplished toward the original campaign goals
for worship enhancements, missions, the organ, and mortgage reduction. That means we invite you to join us
for one more cake ball celebration on Saturday, November 11, at the Satellite service, and Sunday, November
12, following the traditional services!
We also have the opportunity to meet pledge goals through the end of this year in order to bring this campaign
to a successful completion. As of mid-October, we have just $118,638 to go to meet our current pledge goal of
$1,650,410. It has been gratifying to witness the commitment of Trinity congregation throughout these last three
years, and we are excited to see what God has in store for our future.
One generation shall commend Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts. Psalm 145:4

Trinity Ladies Circle
Bazaar

Decorate for Christmas November 26

The Trinity Ladies Circle is having their
Christmas Bazaar on Sunday, November 5, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. in Room 124.
There will be seasonal decorations, White
Elephant items, kids table, food baskets and baked
goods! Come do your Christmas shopping early for
great bargains!
Proceeds go to mission projects the Ladies Circle
supports.

Plan now to spend a little time on Sunday,
November 26, decorating our Lord’s house for the
Advent and Christmas Season. This is a great time
of fellowship, fun, and service in His name. We will
decorate after the 10:50 a.m. service. We need all
ages to help.
Lunch will be served before we start—please
RSVP to Faye Faszholz at 713.723.1671 or Lynn
Bedner at 713.668.3977.
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Greetings from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis!
Today marks the first day of the second half of the first semester of the 20172018 academic year at Concordia St. Louis (CSL). This may not seem particularly
significant, but to the returning students to this institution, they’ve only known
the quarter system here and everyone is adjusting to the first semester of the new
system – both students and faculty! While many classes are continuing as usual
after a “reading week” of no classes, many others are beginning anew. The firstyear students all have continuity through the semester, but our professors are still
adjusting to the change. I think they have done an excellent job of keeping up the
standard of excellence our seminary is known for, though!
One example of this is in our systematics class. Teaching is shared between
three professors for about half of our sessions, which combine all of the first-year
students. The other half of the sessions have us split into three groups and each
is taught by one of the individual professors. They have been breaking down
Chuck Ridley
our presuppositions to ensure we are faithful theologians prepared to engage the
religiously pluralistic world we live in with the Gospel. The world continues to change around us, yet the
message of Christ remains the same. The seminary is dedicated to ensuring the future ministers of our Church
are prepared to be faithful while addressing the growing diversity around us.
Apart from the classroom, many things have been going on in the seminary community and beyond. The
annual theological symposium was a great success with the theme “The Just Shall Live by Faith: The Reformation
Word for Life Then and Now.” Along with the symposium, the seminary arranged for a homebrew fair one
evening with dinner. This event provided the opportunity for many of the professors, along with some local
professional brewers, to showcase their talents as beer brewers. It also offered an additional opportunity for the
seminary community to mingle with the alumni and visitors on campus for the symposium. Various groups have
also held smaller learning sessions to help with the growth of our students and broader community. Students
in Mission is one such group which has already held two sessions which have aimed to expose and prepare
us to engage that changing world out there. Topics included
“A Christian’s Guide to Language in a Postmodern World” and
the growing ministry opportunities with the growing diversity
of our cities. Another such group is the Life Group, which
regularly organizes events to promote God’s gift of life. The
most recent set of talks was on the topic of eugenics. These
should be available on YouTube soon, but in the meantime, you
can find other videos on the Life Team’s channel. Just search
for “Concordia Seminary Life Team” on YouTube. There is
always something going on here at Concordia Seminary! The
number of special lectures and presentations may be increased
with the upcoming celebration of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, but we’ll see as we pass the end of October.
Speaking of October, the seminary hosted our annual
Oktoberfest celebration on the 13th. We had the requisite food,
beer, and live music – there was even a bounce house for the
kids. We also invited guests from our soccer match which
overlapped with the start of the festival. Several folks brought
out their traditional German clothing and some competed
for best stein! All around, much fun was had by the whole
community. It was a great way to conclude the first half of the
Luther Tower behind Wartburg Hall
semester. Apparently, the seminary is not the only place to find
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an Oktoberfest celebration around here, though. It seems that many of the
local congregations host similar such celebrations in October and Mount
Calvary is no exception. Just yesterday, my RFE congregation hosted their
annual Trunks or Treats event with an Oktoberfest flair to celebrate German
heritage and reach out to the families in the neighborhood. They even had
a full brass band and some young dancers from the German heritage society
of St. Louis give several demonstrations. Of course, I still found a little
bit of Texas – the grill master for the event was from Texas and proudly
displayed the outline of the state as an emblem on his large smoker.
Shifting gears to my cross-cultural module, I recently got to attend a
Jewish synagogue service to observe. A nice gentleman sat with me at
the back of this Orthodox synagogue and explained what was going on
throughout the service. The thing that really struck me through that whole
encounter, though, was when he told me, amidst all the prayers and singing,
that the Jewish religion is very legalistic. It seemed odd to hear it so bluntly,
but he certainly is correct! While we certainly sometimes miss the point of Luther Rose pumpkin, anonymous carver
Located outside Founder’s Hall (dorm),
what God tells us in His Word and does through His Son, I give thanks that
Concordia Seminary.
we have this Church, the body of Christ, in which we constantly receive
God’s grace freely and not based on our works. Our Lord loves all people and He calls us to be His instruments
to carry His Word to all people, including those who would seek to be justified before Him by rituals and works
of the Law. As you read this, I encourage you to pray for all around you who do not know the Gospel of Christ,
the free forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God. I pray that the word of Christ would dwell in you richly
so that you may be encouraged and strengthened to proclaim your faith when people see your light shining forth
and ask for the reason for the hope that you have.
As we move on from the celebration of 500 years since the posting of the 95 theses, I invite you to remember
that what we do is still all about Jesus.
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.” (2 Cor. 13:14, ESV)
							In Christ,
							Chuck Ridley

Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries
In Love Came Down we see how the Heavenly Father spared nothing—not
even His own Son—to work out our salvation. Though we had rebelled in our sins
and spurned God and His Commandments, He chose us—not for exclusion, but
redemption. The Father’s love sought us out in our perilous condition and, in His
infinite mercy, bridged the divide to our isolation through Jesus—the one Mediator
between God and Man.
“Jesus came to be in our lives, a part of our lives, one of us. He came to be
our Savior, and that is not a job someone can do by standing safely at a distance.
Instead, He embraced our human nature—He was born, He grew, He lived, worked,
and suffered, He died. And then He rose from the dead,” writes author Dr. Kari Vo.
The story of our salvation is a hard-fought victory. What began in a humble
manger stall in Bethlehem on Christmas morn reached its zenith when Jesus—
child of Mary, Son of God—was crucified, died, and rose from the dead three days
later. This is what God did for us; this is what happened when love came down.
Printed devotion books will be available beginning Saturday, November 25th or you can view them online
at www.lhm.org.
Trinity Today - 9

10 - Trinity Today

Sack Lunch Recipient Shares His Talent
The following is a poem written by Rick Gardner, one of our sack lunch recipients.

			
			

“His Love”

When anxious, worried and full of strife
When all you can say is “Why my life!”
Remember . . . His love was always there.
When troubles come and you think, not again!
When you lose a battle you were sure you’d win
Remember . . . His love was always there.
When relentless temptation is at every turn
When thoroughly convinced you’ll never learn
Remember . . . His love was always there.
When tired, down trodden feel like giving up the fight
When it turned out wrong you just knew you were right
Remember . . .His love was always there.
When He came to earth merely a man, flesh and bone
When so unselfishly He gave to make us His own
Remember . . . His love was always there.
When beaten, bloody and wrongly hung on a tree
When He was dying for people like you and like me
Remember . . . His love will always be here!
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“Financial Peace University” - Led by John Garrett’s Team Room 214
Learn how to get out of debt and make a plan for your
future—one step at a time! In the first 90 days
of FPU, the average family pays off $5,300 in
debt and saves $2,700! Please go to https://fpu.
com/1043288 to register for this class. If this is your
first time to attend an FPU class you will need to purchase
the class materials from this registration site.
“Hermeneutics” - Led by Thomas DeVries Team - Library in
Education Center
The class is tailored to individuals who have completed their
undergraduate work, may be married, and may be thinking about
starting a family. The class topics will have the underpinnings of
traditional material expected in a Bible Class such as The Book
of Concord or Church History. The class will go a step further by
adjusting a liberal arts view (psychology, philosophy, the humanities,
economics, etc.) and relating it to the topics in a way that is applicable
to the life experiences and challenges common among people in their
20-30s.
“Loving Justice” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 233
God is loving and powerful. He is able to work against some of the strongest
forces of hate in the world. You can imitate God’s justice by fighting against these same powers in your own
life and in the lives of those around you. This study will challenge you to love justice as God does. And it will
show you how to work for justice in your everyday life. Discussion-oriented.
“Reading Your Bible In One Year” - Led by Pastor Leeland’s Team - Room 209
This Bible class is designed to support and encourage you in your journey through the Scriptures. It is a
spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation! Through your daily readings, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
will meet you in His Word. You will get to know Him and our Heavenly Father in deeper ways by the powerful
working of the Holy Spirit through the Word!
“Reformation 500 and Luther’s Catechism” - Led by Pastor Paul Dorn’s Team - Room 206
Luther’s Catechism was not the book of questions and answers with which present day Lutherans are familiar.
Rather it was a very small book that contained the texts and brief explanation of the Ten Commandments,
Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and the words of institution of the sacraments. Luther wrote his Catechism to
proclaim the central saving message of the Bible, to be a guide for life, to be a weapon in the ongoing fight
against everything that could destroy a Christian’s faith, and to give every Christian words to speak and confess
the faith. For Luther it was important that a Christian read and study the Catechism daily, and yes, use it to
warm one’s heart for prayer.
The goal of the course is to strengthen our faith in our God who loves us and to encourage us for Christ-like
living. Reformation 500 - a very good time to review the Catechism!
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“Travels with Moses” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
Moses is one of the primary people in the Old Testament and his life and actions form the basis of much of
our beliefs. While many people are familiar with Moses’ role with Plagues in Egypt, the Exodus, the Parting
of the Red Sea and the Ten Commandments, there is much more to his life. The “Heroes of Faith” chapter of
Hebrews 11 devotes more time to Moses and Abraham than anyone else. Our study will follow how God used
this very human man to guide His people. We learn the life of Moses in several Old Testament books: Exodus,
a small part of Leviticus, and parts of Numbers. Deuteronomy repeats many of the same incidents as Exodus,
and we’ll look at some of them for more details.

Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room

6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor

K - 3rd Grade - Basement

8th Grade - Confirmation Class in Room 124

4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2nd floor

9th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Class - “Prayer”
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. - Room 205. Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black
The topic on “Prayer” is based on the LifeLight Foundations In-Depth Bible Study Series. For more information,
please contact Audrey Black at 713.782.6307 or dgb32@att.net.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah - The Lord Delivers His Faithful!”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Gathering Space - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study - “Seamless”
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. - Room 207 - Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver
Class is studying an overview of the Bible. They will be discovering how each part of God’s Word works together
to show God’s plan for us and God’s revelations about Himself using the book “Seamless.” Some of the topics
include the Beginning, the Patriarchs, the Prophets, and the Messiah. We have all ages of women who have
become an encouraging community. Please join us!
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black
Class discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men and women.
Coffee is available. For more information, contact Pastor Black at 713.229.2917 or dblack@trinitydt.org.
TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?: 12 False Christs” by Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard - Meets
1st and 3rd Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or
832.389.8998 for more information.
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How to Talk So Your Doctor Will Listen
I would imagine that many of us have had the experience that our physicians have such busy workloads that
many times we feel that they do not take enough time to listen or devote enough time to us because they are so
distracted. Here are some suggestions to ensure that you get the time and attention you need.		
If you feel that your doctor isn’t listening, that may be true. It has been found that doctors allow patients to
speak for only 23 seconds on average before cutting them off. In a study at the University of South Carolina, it
was found that primary care patients were interrupted just 12 seconds after the physician entered the exam room.
That is unbelievable!
When patients do not have enough doctor-patient dialogue, there is frustration for the patient and there is
greater risk of being misdiagnosed. How do we make up for this time crunch? Here are some strategies to
maximize the office visit and talk so that your doctor will listen:
MAKE A HUMAN CONNECTION - Before beginning to talk about your concerns, break the ice with a
greeting or a joke. Doctors are people too, and according to Katie Neuendorf, M.D., Medical Director for the
Center of Excellence in Health Care Communication in Cleveland, doctors are much more receptive when the
patient begins a conversation with a simple “How’s your day going?”
STAY ON MESSAGE – Most doctor visits last 13-16 minutes, so after your greeting, get straight to the
point. Don’t get into sharing information that is unrelated to your present medical concerns that takes time away
from your treatment plan.
TELL THE WHOLE TRUTH - You must be honest and tell the truth. You can’t expect your doctor to
listen to your complaints and adequately resolve them if you are not honest. Share with your doctor the fears and
concerns you have about every aspect of your health from a fear of falling to changes in your appetite or sleep
patterns or any other aspect of your health.
REHEARSE BEFORE YOU GO – If you are uncomfortable about discussing embarrassing topics, write
out a “speech” and rehearse it out loud. Use words in your practicing like incontinence so that when you are
conversing with your doctor, you will be more comfortable saying them out loud.
DON’T ACCEPT “IT’S JUST AGING” – If you have had a sudden onset on symptoms that keep you
up at night or interferes with your daily life, be specific about those changes you have noticed regardless of the
subject. Ask your doctor if there are specific tests that can be done to rule out a more serious issue, especially
in the cognitive realm.
DON’T SAVE QUESTIONS FOR THE END – Don’t wait until your doctor is walking out to see the next
patient. Be prepared with a list of concerns and address them in the first few minutes of your visit.
EXPLAIN WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD – Your doctor does not have a clue about what the costs of
medications, procedures, lab tests that are covered or not covered by insurance or Medicare. Discuss with your
physician if there are alternatives to your treatments or medications and which are nonnegotiable. Be honest
about what you can or cannot afford. Ask your doctor to help you prioritize what you need.
HAVE THAT END-OF-LIFE DISCUSSION – Although this may be a painful subject, talk to your family
about what you want done when you are near death and make sure your doctor is aware of your desires/wishes.
Make sure there is a document in your medical chart that spells out exactly what you want. An advance directive
may not be enough. It is suggested that you file an advance directive in your physician’s office.
DON’T GO IT ALONE – Bringing a family member or friend to your medical visits can help ensure that your
doctor listens and answers your questions. Those individuals that accompany you can take notes, remind you about
issues you want to discuss and help you remember instructions and explanations when your visit is over.
DON’T BE AFRAID TO MAKE A SWITCH – If your doctor rushes through visits, doesn’t address your
questions or fails to listen without interrupting, look for a new physician. Don’t feel shame to look for someone
who fits your needs.
SOURCE: AARP Bulletin, January-February 2017

HAPPY THANKSGIVING - “Thank the Lord and Sing His Praise”
Julie Bertrand, R.N.
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Ladies Circle Ministries - November 2
The Ladies Circle will meet at 10 o’clock on Thursday, November 2, in Room
205. Refreshments and fellowship time will begin at 9:30 a.m.
A Christian Growth program for the day will be presented by Sherry Johnson and
Pastor David Leeland about the Mission Trip to Tanzania last summer. All are invited
to come and hear about their experiences.
For more information about the Ladies Circle and its ministries, please call
Ethelene Marshall, president, at 713.849.9266, or email to ethelenem@sbcglobal.net.
Additional dates to remember:
Sunday, November 5 - 8 a.m.-1 p.m. - Bazaar & Bake Sale - Room 124
Wednesdays, November 1 & 15 - 10:30 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center; 2714 Morrison St.

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 a.m. service on the first
Sunday of the month, November 5, and plan to have lunch at Berryhill Baja Grill, 702 East
11th Street.
In October the group enjoyed fellowship and food at Spaghetti Western Italian Cafe.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more information, contact
Jean at 281.550.4752.

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Delvin Dennis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ddennis@entouch.net. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bill Fischer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  bfisch@aol.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dan Krueger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  dwkrueger5@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Steve Maynard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  smaynard@durwoodgreene.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Joshua Rodriguez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  joshrodriguez@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

281.415.8787
713.827.8664
901.258.4029
281.799.9600
832.527.1957
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
Here are the Scriptures I selected for my Farewell Sermon for November 19th.
Isaiah 40:25-31 - 25 To whom then will you compare Me, that I should be like
him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?
He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness
of His might and because He is strong in power, not one is missing. 27 Why do you
say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my
right is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does
not faint or grow weary; His understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to
the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength. 30 Even youths shall
faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who wait for
the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. [ESV]
1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 - 2 We give thanks to God always for all of you,
constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God and
Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you, 5
because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be
among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for
you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in
Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead,
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. [ESV]
Matthew 14:22-33 - 22 Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before Him to
the other side, while He dismissed the crowds. 23 And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the
mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long
way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night
He came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart;
it is I. Do not be afraid.” 28 And Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is You, command Me to come to You on the
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But
when He saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately
reached out His hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And
when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly you are
the Son of God.” [ESV]
There are many promises in these Scriptures that spoke to my heart as I selected them and I hope as you read
them, your heart also resonates with these Scriptures.
From Isaiah, we have the promise of hope and strength from the LORD as we wait on Him and rest in
Him just like eagles mounting up to great heights in the sky. From 1 Thessalonians, we hear Paul’s words of
encouragement in our work of faith, labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. And from
Matthew, we have the account of Jesus walking on the water and commanding Peter to come to Him on the
water! What a challenge to keep our hearts and minds and our eyes on Jesus!
We pray: Lord Jesus, keep us steadfast in You, strengthened by Your grace and love to follow where You lead
to the Father’s glory, always abounding in hope through Your presence, power and peace. Amen.
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U of H Campus Ministry Opportunity
We are exploring opportunities to partner with the University of Houston Salt and
Light Campus Ministry. Salt and Light is an ongoing ministry sponsored by LINC that
ministers to U of H college students from other countries.
For many of these students, coming to study at U of H is their first time to the United
States and they are eager to experience American culture. However, they sometimes spend
all their college years here without ever being invited into an American family home or
encountering a typical American family.
We would like to change that by partnering Trinity families with U of H college students.
What would this look like? One or two students would be partnered with a host family, ideally for a school
year, but it could be for a semester, or longer than a school year. The host family would build a relationship with
their adopted student(s). This could happen in a variety of ways — inviting them to church and lunch on Sundays;
offering prayer support; calling them periodically; inviting them to your home for dinner, or Thanksgiving; etc.
Frequency of contacts would vary based on schedules and needs/desires of students and host families.
Who can be a host family? Host families could be families with young children, families with teens, singles,
couples, empty nesters, retirees, or anyone with a caring heart and the desire to reach out with the love of Jesus
and show a little Lutheran hospitality!
If you would like more information about being a host family please contact:
Pat Cleary cell: 713.203.5143, email: jpcleary@sbcglobal.net
Drew Dewald cell: 405.406.2691
If you would like more information about Salt and Light at U of H or LINC please contact:
Dorinda Werner LINC Mission Service Coordinator
Phone: 618.593.1419, Email: dorinda@linchouston.org

‘The Aging Christian Pilgrim’ (continued from last month)
HOW DO I LIVE?
With Hope Lord, You have been my hope, my confidence since my youth. (Psalm 71:5)
With Assurance –
Lord, You will be my guide even to the end. (Psalm 48:14)
With Intention –
I will still bear fruit in my old age. (Psalm 92:14)
With Witnessing –
Even when I am old and gray, I will declare Your marvelous deeds –- I will
tell them to the next generation. (Psalm 71:13, 18)
With Comfort –
The Lord will sustain me, even to my old age and gray hairs, He will carry
me and He will rescue me. (Isaiah 46:3,4)
With Prayer Teach me to number my days aright, that I may gain a heart of wisdom. (Psalm 90:12)
From “Engaging the Aging” - a timely newsletter for congregations serving older adults
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CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

September 18 - October 15

BAPTISMS
September 24
Alexandra Lucia Creamer

REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 10/15/17
Actual Receipts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,276,695
Budgeted Receipts. . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,302,403
MIGHTY ACTS UPDATE
Year to Date through 10/15/17
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,539,142
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,650,410
ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year to Date through 10/15/17
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $429,456
Remaining Balance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $162,498

TRANSFERS IN
• Drew and Grace DeWald from Zion LCMS Stillwater, Oklahoma
DEATH
September 23
Gertrude Florence Weeden Walker Jones
MARRIAGE
September 30
Carlin James Roney and Amanda Dawn
Wellborn

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
Adult
Total
09/24
16
6
132
154
10/01
17
6
141
164
10/08
20
7
121
148
10/15
15
7
125
147
Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $246.13
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 10:50 11:00
09/24		 163
170
45
		
5:00 8:15
09/30		65
10/01			196

Total
378

11:00

Total

161

422

10/07		67
10/08			179

117

363

10/14		57
10/15			175

117

349

A Life Quote for the Church Year –
November 12 – 23rd Sunday after
Pentecost
“Our Savior considers human
bodies so precious that He eagerly
anticipates restoring them on the
Last Day (I Thessalonians 4:16-17).
He has not designed humankind’s
bodily existence as dispensable but
as indispensable to our identity and
abundant life. How shall this affect
our approach to illness, disability,
conception, and age?
Prayer: King of creation, increase our respect and protection for the
bodies of others with the esteem You bestow upon our own. Amen.”
This “Life Quote” is from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org
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CHURCH
713.224.0684
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn. . . . 713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland. . . 713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black . . . 713.229.2917
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and Human Resources
Trinity Garrett. . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2937
Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2922
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez. . . . . . . . . 713.229.2962
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder. . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant. . . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2963
Interim Director of Youth
Alec Kemnitz. . . . . . . . . . . . 979.429.5685
Host
Rollin Cattau. . . . . . . . . . . . 713.224.0684

TLEC
832.301.3100
Head of School
Matthew Meier . . . . . . . . . . 832.301.3105

Joyfully sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

2017 GOVERNING BOARD
Dag Calafell
Pat Cleary
Kim Davis (Vice Chair)
Delvin Dennis (Elder)
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Dan Krueger (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch (Secretary)
Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Brad Vieselmeyer
Minutes of the Governing Board are available
to our members at the Welcome Center.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

8:00 AM Ladies Circle
Bazaar and
Bake Sale
8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
12:00 PM 39 Club
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

6

7:00 PM Houston Camerata Rehearsal

Daylight Saving Time Ends

12

7

9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM City of Houston
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

5

Thursday

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
6:00 PM Welch/Mysak
Wedding
Rehearsal

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
12:00 PM Facilities MAT

5:30 PM Welch/Mysak
Wedding
6:30 PM Stewart/Marks
Wedding
Rehearsal

5:00 PM Friedman/
Elder Wedding
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Parents Night
Out

8:00 AM Houston Bronze
Rehearsal
8:00 AM Ladies Circle
Bazaar Set Up
3:00 PM Junior High
Youth
4:00 PM Stewart/Marks
Wedding
5:00 PM Satellite Service

3:00 PM Friedman/Elder
Wedding
5:00 PM Satellite Service
(C)

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
12:15 PM Congregational
Assembly
5:00 PM High School
Youth Group

7:00 PM Houston Camerata Rehearsal

9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

Fall
Food Drive

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
12:00 PM Christmas Decorating
5:00 PM High School
Youth Group

7:00 PM Houston Camerata Rehearsal

6:00 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting
7:00 PM Houston Camerata Rehearsal

7:00 AM Early Childhood
Thanksgiving
Feast
9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters

9:30 AM Thanksgiving
Worship (C)

3:00 PM Anton/Kuo
Wedding
3:00 PM Junior High
Youth
5:00 PM Satellite Service

5:00 PM Anton/Kuo
Wedding
Rehearsal

5:00 PM Satellite Service
(C)

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline November 10th for articles to be published December 1, 2017.
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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