Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District
375 Via Almar
Palos Verdes Estates, California 90274
(310) 378 – 9966

NOTICE OF PARENT AND STUDENT RIGHTS UNDER SECTION 504
THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973
It is the intent of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District that students that may have a disability under Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and their parents be informed of their rights.
The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which includes "Section 504," is a nondiscrimination statute enacted by the United States Congress.
The purpose of the Act is to prohibit discrimination and to assure that disabled students have educational opportunities and benefits
equal to those provided to non-disabled students.
An eligible student under Section 504 is a student who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a “Major Life
Activity,” such as: Learning, seeing, hearing, walking, standing, breathing, concentrating, thinking, communicating, and caring for
oneself; or a “Major Bodily Function” such as: Dysfunction of the immune system, normal cell growth, digestive, bladder,
neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, endocrine, and reproductive functions. Eligibility includes those students who’s
impairments may be episodic or in remission. Mitigating circumstances may not be taken into consideration in determine whether a
child has a disabling condition with the exception of ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses.
Eligibility: Some students may also be eligible for educational services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act ("IDEA").
The enabling regulations for Section 504, as set out in 34 C.F.R. Part 104, provide parents and/or students with the following rights:
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Application. Section 504 protections apply to preschool, elementary, secondary and adult school programs or activities
that receive federal financial assistance and to the recipients of said federal financial assistance for the operation of such
programs and activities. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.31.
Parents’ Rights. You have a right to be informed by the District of your rights under Section 504. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.32.
FAPE. If eligible under Section 504, your child has the right to a free appropriate public education designed to meet his/her
individual educational needs as adequately as the needs of non-disabled students are met. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.33.
Free Education. If eligible under Section 504, your child has the right to free educational services except for those fees that
are imposed on non-disabled students or their parents. If the District refers your child for aide, benefits or services by an
entity not operated by the District it may be required to incur the cost of said aide, benefit or service, including the cost of
transportation. Insurers and similar third parties are not relieved of an otherwise valid obligation to provide or pay for
services provided to a disabled student. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.33.
Academic Setting. Your child has a right to an education with persons who are not handicapped to the maximum extent
appropriate. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.34.
Comparable Facilities. If eligible under Section 504, your child has a right to facilities, services, and activities that are
comparable to those provided for non-disabled students. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.34.
Evaluations. Your child has a right to an evaluation prior to an initial Section 504 placement and prior to any subsequent
significant change in placement. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.35.
Evaluation Procedures. Testing and other evaluation procedures must conform to the requirements of 34 C.F.R. Section
104.35 as to validation and administration, to ensure that they assess specific areas of educational need and are
administered by trained and knowledgeable personnel. . 34 C.F.R. Section 104.35.
Placement. Placement decisions must be made by a group of persons, including persons knowledgeable about your child,
drawing upon evaluation data from a variety of sources, which is documented and reviewed to consider the placement
options and the legal requirements in conformity with the least restrictive environment and comparable facilities
requirements. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.35.
Re-evaluations. If eligible under Section 504, your child has a right to periodic re-evaluations prior to any significant change
in placement. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.35.
Notice. You have the right to receive notice as to yours and your child’s rights as they pertain to the right to examine
records, the right to an impartial hearing, the right to be represented by counsel, and the right to a review procedure
concerning any decisions made on behalf of your child. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.36.
Nonacademic Services. Your child has the right to an equal opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities such as,
counseling, athletics, recreation, and special interest groups or clubs. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.39.
Records. You have the right to examine relevant educational records of your child. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.36.
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Due Process Procedures. You may have the right to an impartial hearing with respect to the District's action regarding your
child's identification, evaluation, or educational placement, with opportunity for parental participation in the hearing and
representation by an attorney. 34 C.F.R. Section 104.36.
Periodic Review. If eligible under Section 504, your child has a right to a periodic review of his or her Section504 plan. Such
meetings generally occur one time per year. However, if you believe that changes may be necessary to effectuate your
child’s educational program, you may request a Section 504 Plan meeting. The meeting shall be held within a reasonable
period of time after receiving the parents' request.
If you disagree with the identification, evaluation, or placement of a student with disabilities under Section 504, you may
initiate the following procedures. We encourage parents to utilize Levels One and Two in an effort to resolve issues
informally, but you may go directly to Level Three.
LEVEL ONE: In writing, request a meeting with your child's Section 504 Team to discuss your concerns or in an attempt to
resolve the disagreement. This meeting shall be held within a reasonable period of time after receiving the parents'
request.
LEVEL TWO: If disagreement continues, request in writing a meeting with the District Section 504 Coordinator, who is:
LEVEL THREE: If disagreement continues, or upon initial request, a parent/guardian may request in writing an impartial
hearing. The steps involved in initiating and implementing a Section 504 impartial hearing follow:
a.

b.

c.
d.
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17.

A request in writing for a Section 504 impartial hearing must be filed in the office of the District’s Section 504
Coordinator. This request must be received by the District within thirty (30) calendar days from the parent or
guardian’s receipt of written notice of the decision leading to the request for the impartial hearing. This time
frame may be extended for good cause or by mutual agreement. This time frame will also be renewed upon the
parents' request for and participation in a scheduled Section 504 team meeting.
The written request shall contain the following:
i. The specific nature of the decision(s) made by the District with which the person disagrees.
ii. The specific relief the person seeks.
iii. Any other information the person believes will assist in understanding the request.
Within 14 calendar days following receipt of a written request for hearing, the District Section 504 Coordinator will
select an impartial hearing officer.
A hearing officer selected by the District must satisfy the following requirements:
i. Be qualified to review District decisions relating to Section 504.
ii. Not be an employee of, or under contract with, the District or the SELPA of which the District is a member
in any capacity other than that of a hearing officer.
iii. Not have any professional or personal involvement that would affect his or her impartiality or objectivity
in the matter.
Within 45 calendar days of receipt of parent’s request, a hearing shall be conducted, and a written decision mailed
to all parties. These 45 days may be extended for good cause or by mutual agreement of the parent and the
District.
Any party to the hearing shall be afforded the following rights
i. The right to be accompanied and advised by counsel and by individuals with special knowledge or training
relating to the problems of students who are qualified disabled individuals within the meaning of Section
504.
ii. The right to present written and oral evidence.
iii. The right to question and cross-examine witnesses.
iv. The right to written findings prepared by the hearing officer.
The hearing officer shall render a decision within 30 calendar days of the last day of the hearing.
Either party may seek review of the hearing officer's decision by timely filing an appeal with a federal court of
competent jurisdiction. The hearing officer’s decision shall be implemented unless the decision is stayed, modified
or overturned by a court of law.
Reimbursement of attorneys' fees, expert witnesses’ fees, or other costs is available only as authorized by law.

District Level Complaints. On Section 504 matters, including those related to your child's identification, evaluation, and
placement, you may file a complaint with the District's Section 504 Coordinator who will investigate the allegations in an
effort to reach a prompt and equitable resolution.
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