DATES TO
REMEMBER:
JANUARY 22, 2016
Student of the Month
Breakfast—7:45 am
JANUARY 26, 2016
PTG Skate Night
JANUARY 27, 2016
Late Start — 10:30 am
FEBRUARY 1-10, 2016
Jump Rope for Heart
Fundraiser
FEBRUARY 3, 2016
Late Start — 10:30 am
FEBRUARY 5, 2016
Student of the Month
Assembly — 2:30
FEBRUARY 12 - 15
President’s Day Weekend
NO SCHOOL
FEBRUARY 16, 2016
PTG Candy Bar Sale
FEBRUARY 24, 2016
Late Start—10:30 am
FEBRUARY 26, 2016
Donuts for Dads and
Muffins for Mom
8:00 am
MARCH 1, 2016
Chuck E. Cheese Night
MARCH 2, 2016
Late start—10:30 am
MARCH 4, 2016
Student of the Month
Assembly—2:00 pm
Pennies for Patients
Fundraiser Kickoff
MARCH 9,10,11, 2016
Parent/Teacher
Conferences

Volume XII, Issue IV

January 21, 2016

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Family and Friends of Orchard Center,
Welcome to 2016 and the start of another happy, healthy and productive New Year!
As the snow is starting to melt and the days are getting longer, it feels like spring might be
just around the distant corner. Last Friday we had our annual Martin Luther King Jr.
March around our OC neighborhood—the students were wonderful, the support of our
OC community was strong, and the weather cooperated! This was my first time experiencing the MLK Assembly and March and both were moving experiences. I am proud to
be a member of this outstanding school community.
Speaking of community…Orchard Center Elementary belongs to you as members of our
community. With a strong heritage and multi-generational families, our community has a
long tradition of supporting our students and our educational vision at Orchard Center.
Thank you for showing your support to our schools and community. And, as always,
thank you for sharing your wonderful children with us at Orchard Center — We are truly
fortunate to have the opportunity to serve your children and your family!
Think Spring!
Barb Knauss
Principal
Our students have been learning about Martin Luther King, Jr. and his inspirational “I Have a Dream”
speech. Like Dr. King, we also have dreams about how our world can be a better place.
Ericka Shores:

“I have a dream that people will stand up to bullying and stop bullying in
peaceful ways.”
Alexis Brown:
“I have a dream that people will save the rhinos and other endangered species.”
Madison Babcock: “I have a dream that people will stop judging each other and will treat others with
kindness.”
Damieon Freter:
“I have a dream that people will stop pollution and littering because it is harmful
to animals.”
Landen Ehlenbach: “I have a dream that people will treat each other just like they want to be
treated!”
Piper Hancock:
“I have a dream that people will play fair and share the ball.”
Maddie Martin:
“I have a dream that all students will be respectful to their teachers.”
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KITCHEN SUBSTITUTES NEEDED!
The West Valley School District is now hiring School Food Service Workers. This is a substitute
position to start out with the possibility of turning into a permanent position. The starting salary
is $11.84 per hour. If interested, please apply at the West Valley School District Administration
Office at 2805 E. Argonne. If you would like more information about this position, please contact Kelsey Blair at (509) 232-6092.

ORCHARD CENTER WELCOMES LYDIG!
Orchard Center Elementary School has very exciting news!! We have a new partnership with
Lydig Construction. With this partnership, Lydig employees will be mentors and reading
buddies to our students, sponsor the Bite2Go Program, and more! Already, Lydig employees
graciously put together bags of yummy food for 30 Orchard Center families to have over
Winter Break!! Our partnership has just started, and we couldn’t be more thrilled. Our principal, Mrs. Knauss, said, “I am excited to think about the many possibilities!” Kris Nowell
from Lydig said, “The sky is the limit and we have already begun.”
A bit about Lydig: Lydig Construction was founded and incorporated in 1956. It started out as a
four-person organization. Lydig specializes in industrial,
building and concrete projects. It has completed projects for clients in the education, communications, transportation, military, hospitality, health care, manufacturing and retail industries. The company has offices in
Spokane and Bellevue. We are thrilled to be partnered with Lydig!

Pictured above:
Kim & Keri from Lydig

https://www.lydig.com

MS. WILLIAMS’ CLASS CELEBRATES WINTER

Ms. Williams’ third graders recently worked hard writing delightful winter poems and stories. The kids wrote
about sledding, snowball fights, drinking hot chocolate, and winter fun. Their very thoughtful writing evoked feelings of frosty mornings, tingling fingers and toes, and icy puddles.
The students shared their memories around a ‘fake’ campfire and had hot cocoa, marshmallows and donuts! They
finished off the afternoon by visiting classrooms and singing classic Christmas carols such as ‘Silver Bells’, ‘White
Christmas’, ‘Winter Wonderland’, and ‘Let It Snow.’ The kids had so much fun!

PTG NEWS!
Congratulations to Mrs. Cebriak’s class for winning a party because they collected a total of 1,488 Box Tops! Mr.
Maloney’s class finished in second place with 966 Box Tops turned in! We are starting all over with our Box Top
collection again so please keep sending them in. Whichever classroom has the largest amount by June 1st will get a
classroom party. Please remember to make sure the code in the top left hand corner is visible and that the Box
Top is not expired. Thank you for your support!
It’s T-shirt sale time. Forms came home this past week for t-shirt orders. Please fill out the form and attach either
cash or a check to pay for the shirts and turn your order in by February 1st. The PTG will be hosting another
Skate Night on Tuesday, January 26th from 6 to 8 pm at Roller Valley Skate. The first 75 skaters will get a glow
stick! Parents skate for free, Kindergartener’s skate for $3.00 and all others skate for $4.50 including skate rental.
The PTG Candy Bar sale will start in the middle of February. Chuck E. Cheese night will be Tuesday, March 1st.
The next PTG Meeting is Monday, February 9th at 4:00 pm. Please plan on attending! Thank you to all our wonderful OC parents for supporting your children every day!

TITLE I BOOK BINGO NIGHT!
On Thursday, January 14th, our LAP/Title Department sponsored Book Bingo Night to promote reading and to
provide program information. It was a huge success. Students and their families participated in an enjoyable
evening. Families also were able to get valuable information about the LAP and Title programs and helpful tips
on assisting their children with Reading and Math. All students were excited to take home at least one new book.
Thank you to all the parents and staff who helped to set up and run the event. We asked some students about
Book Bingo Night and here were their responses:
Kindergartener Kylie Dalager: “I picked Red Fish, Blue Fish and I can read all my books!”
Kindergartener Caylee Kappan: “I had fun. I got lemonade and a chocolate chip cookie!”
Third Grader Blake Strandberg: “The best part of Book Bingo was seeing the Pokemon book!”
Third Grader Ciorsdan Donaghy: “I won Happy Birthday, Hamster and Don’t’ Be Silly, Miss Millie. I like hamsters
and I really like funny books.”
Fifth Grader Ibrahim Daniel: “I picked Who is Michelle Obama because I want to learn more about our first African
-American First Lady. I also picked Tech Titans. It’s about the people who invented computers and the microchip.
I won four books!”
Thank you
to
Bingo
Callers
Mr. Maloney
&
Mr. Simmerer
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MYSTERY BOOKS
Mrs. Kivett’s and Mr. Maloney’s fourth grade students started a Mystery Book Project in December. After searching through Destiny and selecting
a book the first week of December from our library,
students were off and running by reading and finding objects to represent parts of the story. They
also had to create a wanted poster for the wanted
character! Students started presenting on January 4th. The project was so much
fun, several students quickly read another mystery and presented again. Ms. Craze our O.C. Librarian, also had
the students do a recommendation to help our other Cougars find a great mystery. O.C. Cougars are anxiously
awaiting their next project! Great job Fourth Graders!

TOOTHSAVERS CLINIC!
The Tooth Savers Mobile Dental team is coming to OC on February 1, 2016. They offer preventive dental services at OC
for low cost and convenience. This school based dental program includes a visual dental screening, fluoride varnish, sealants, and dental cleaning. If you have DSHS insurance, this service will be 100% covered. No child will be turned away if
unable to pay. Participants will receive a dental cleaning, toothbrush, fluoride, sealants, and education. If you are interested
in having your child participate in this dental screening, please call or stop by the office to fill out a permission slip to have
them screened on February 1st. The deadline for the permission slips is January 26, 2016.

MARTIN LUTHER KING MARCH!
On March 15th Orchard Center did their part to “Keep
the Dream Alive” in celebration of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s birthday. Each year in classrooms and during
Cougar Character, our students learn about Dr. King and
his legacy. We make signs with messages of importance
to our students. This year some of our students expressed a desire to “Save Our Earth”, “Stop Animal
Abuse,” and “Cure Cancer” The culmination is a whole
school march through our OC neighborhood carrying
their signs.

AMERICAN HEART ASSOC FUNDRAISER
OC is proud to be participating in the American Heart Association’s Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart program. This annual
fundraiser will be conducted beginning Monday, February 1 and ending Monday, February 15 with all donations being turned in by Tuesday, February 16th. PE Teacher, Mr. Owen, will be conducting various activities in his classes to increase students’ knowledge of how
their hearts work and the best way to take care of them. Students will be bringing home a parent letter along with their donation envelopes and will earn puppy prizes depending on the amount of donations they collect. We do not want children going from door to door
asking for donations so please have them ask family and friends! Thank you for supporting such a great cause!

