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Dear Friends,

C

an you recall a time in history that the legislative
sessions of nearby states of Wisconsin, Indiana, and
Ohio were so controversial and received so much
national media attention? Even though the Illinois
legislative session so far is not making the headlines
in the news, the legislature is grappling with developing strategies to dig the state out of the reportedly
$13 billion budget deficit. Two cost-saving ideas
being considered by the lawmakers include consolidating local governmental divisions including school
districts, and modifying the state pensions’ systems
including the Teacher Retirement System (TRS).
The Governor’s budget message mentioned that
he intends to consolidate the 867 school districts
into no more than 300, thereby cutting the number
of districts by about two-thirds. Some of the consolidation bills being considered in the legislature
would make school district consolidations mandatory with no input from the local communities. The
consolidation proponents contend that significantly
larger districts will result in saving money by being
able to operate more efficiently.
Opponents of mandatory consolidation,
including Benjamin District 25, point out that citizens should continue to have the right to initiate
consolidation efforts with final approval determined by a vote of the general public. Research
regarding consolidation does not support the
claimed financial savings. In February 2011, The
National Education Policy Center released a report,
“Consolidation of Schools and Districts—What the
Research Says and What It Means.” The report
recommended that policymakers: (1) closely question claims about presumed benefits of consolidation in their state given that research suggests that
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savings for taxpayers, fiscal
efficiencies, and educational
improvement are unlikely;
(2) avoid statewide
Philip Ehrhardt, Ed. D.
Superintendent
mandates for consolidation
and stipulating minimum sizes for schools and
districts; (3) consider other measures to improve
fiscal efficiency or educational services such as
cooperative purchasing; and, (4) investigate deconsolidation as a way to improve fiscal efficiency and
improve learning outcomes.
In March 2009, a consolidation feasibility study
was conducted for Benjamin Elementary District
25, West Chicago Elementary School District 33,
Winfield Elementary School District 34, and
Community High School District 94 in West
Chicago. The Consulting and Research Group
conducted the study and recommended no changes
be made to the existing school district systems at
this time. Their rationale included: “The achievement of these districts is high, the fund balances
strong, the buildings well maintained and the
student population projections do not present a
scenario in which consolidation is warranted.”
Last year the legislature enacted a two-tiered
retirement system for teachers. All teachers who
began working as of January 1, 2011 are now in the
second tier which provides reduced benefits as
compared to the first-tier system. In addition, the
second-tier system increased the retirement age
from 60 to 67 years old, increased the final year
average—which is determined by an eight year
average instead of the previous four year average,
and limited the salary to be credited toward benefit
calculations to $106,800.
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There are many misunderstandings and
misperceptions about the tier-one TRS. The facts
are as follows:
• A member’s benefit calculation is: The final
average salary times the years of service times
2.2 percent. The final average salary is determined by the average of the four highest
consecutive salaries in the last ten years of
service. The maximum benefit is 75 percent for
34 years of service.
• The average pension is $42,782 per year.
• The portions of payments made to the TRS to
fund members’ benefits are made as follows:
TRS investment income (49 percent), state of
Illinois (25 percent), members (22 percent),
and school districts (4 percent).
• In the first six months of fiscal year 2011, TRS
has received from the state of Illinois payments
of $150 million which is only about 13 percent of
what the state owes.
Finally, our school district continues to receive
numerous student achievement awards and financial recognition as described in the Applause!
Applause! section of this newsletter. I believe it is
extremely important that our students are wellrounded in academics, leadership, extracurricular
activities, and citizenship when they graduate from
eighth grade. A recent parent’s email to our
music/theatre teacher following the Benjamin
Middle School musical performance said it best:
“Arts and culture need to be embraced and you
have encouraged the students to love and appreciate theatre. As the rehearsal progressed, we saw
our son and the other students develop a love and
appreciation for acting and theatre. The skills they
learned during the production including teamwork,
precision, hard work, confidence, self-esteem and
pride will aid them throughout their lives.”
Sincerely,
Philip M. Ehrhardt, Ed.D.
SU PER IN TEN DEN T

Why Do We Test?
T

his is the most fundamental question in
determining to what extent students are learning,
and it has various answers. Testing—or assessment—is used to:
• Measure student achievement
• Inform instructional decisions
• Provide early intervention for students
who begin to fall behind their peers
• Evaluate the effectiveness of
instructional practices and programs
• Monitor educational systems for
public accountability
Benjamin District 25 Assessments
One of the goals of Benjamin District 25 is to
ensure the success of our students. In order to
measure student growth and progress, regular
assessment of student learning takes place
throughout the school year. Assessing the students
in a variety of ways at different times throughout
the year helps us understand how students are
learning. When the test data shows that a student

one test can tell us everything we need to know
about a student’s progress. Therefore, using a variety
of assessments provides us with valid, reliable, and
fair information about student achievement.

does not understand a concept, teachers then have
the opportunity to modify the way they
teach in order to fill in the student’s
learning gap. In some cases, additional
support will be provided to the student to
help him/her succeed.
Often we think of assessment as the
major tests that happen once or twice a year,
but it is much more than that. We believe that
many different kinds of assessments are
important, and that the results need to be
used to guide instruction. Given the different
uses for assessment, it is critical that educators
select the appropriate type of test. Below you
will find information on the various assessments
the Benjamin District 25 students take
throughout the school year.
Why So Many Tests?
Multiple sources are necessary to tell educators
what students know and can do. Since tests are
designed to provide different kinds of information, no

Fourth grade students measure
construction paper in Rebecca Brooks’ class to
model the four parts of our earth: the crust, mantle,
inner core, and outer core.

Grade

Name of Assessment

Description of Assessment

What is Assessed

Purpose

Administered

K-8th

AIMSweb

AIMSweb is based on direct, frequent and continuous student
assessment to better support student learning and help develop
strong academic skills.

Reading Fluency

Screening tool and tool to
monitor student progress

3 times a school year:
Sept., Jan. & May

K-8th

ACCESS

ACCESS assesses student progress in achieving
English language proficiency.

Listening, Speaking,
Reading & Writing

Gauges student learning
relative to content standards

Annually (Jan./Feb.)

1st-5th

STAR

STAR is a reading diagnostic assessment used to identify each student’s
strengths and needs, group students for instruction, and to plan
appropriate lessons.

Reading

Screening and placement tool
to monitor students’ progress

4 times: fall (1), winter (2)
& spring (1)

2nd-8th

Measure of
Academic Progress
(MAP)

The MAP is a computerized adaptive test which helps teachers,
parents, and administrators improve learning for all students and
make informed decisions to promote a child’s academic growth.

Reading and Math

Screening tool and tool to
monitor student progress

3 times a school year
(Fall, Winter and Spring)

3rd-8th

Illinois Standards
Achievement Test
and the Illinois
Alternate Assessment
(ISAT/IAA)

The ISAT/IAA measures individual student achievement relative to
the Illinois Learning Standards. The results give parents, teachers, and
schools one measure of student learning and school performance.

Reading, Math
and Science (4th
and 7th grades only)

Gauges student learning
relative to content standards

Annually
(March)

7th-8th

Explore
(Coordinated with West
Chicago High School)

This ACT assessment prepares students for their high school
coursework and their post–high school choices.

English, Math,
Reading and
Science

Gauges student learning
relative to content standards

Annually
(December)

2nd & 5th

CogAT

The CogAT assesses students’ reasoning and problem-solving abilities
to provide an alternative way for interpreting and analyzing academic
achievement. It is also used for qualification for programs such as
gifted education.

Reasoning & Problem
Solving Ability

Measures student ability

Early spring

Fees For 2011-2012 School Year
Grade level fees for the upcoming year are as follows:

Kindergarten
1st grade
2nd grade
3rd grade
4th grade
5th grade
6th grade
7th grade
8th grade

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

69.00
70.00
74.00
86.00
70.00
72.00
84.00
89.00
70.00
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Additional fees:

Transportation fees:

student extracurricular
after-school clubs
chess club
interscholastic sports
intramurals
pompons
6th grade basketball
theater club

T

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

15.00
45.00
65.00
30.00
35.00
35.00
25.00

K-4
K-4 one way
grades 1-4 two way winter

$410.00
$205.00
$189.00

Hot Lunches / Milk / Juice:

hot lunches
milk
orange juice

$ 2.85
$ 43.50
$ 52.20
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Finance 101

Financial Current Status
and Projections
C

losely monitoring the current and projected
financial condition of the school district is critical,
especially in volatile economic times. PMA Financial Network, using data and assumptions provided
by the district, presented a report of the existing
and projected financial picture for the school
district at the February 14 board meeting.
The first pie chart below depicts the Fiscal
Year 2011 revenue sources totaling $10,061,686.
Nearly 89 percent of revenue comes from local
property taxes and other local sources. All state
funding accounts for 8.6 percent of revenue and the
federal funding amounts to 2.8 percent. Decreases
in state funding continue with some payments
made much later than when owed to school
districts. Federal funding has declined due to the
elimination of stimulus monies. As with most
suburban school districts, local funding is the
primary source of the district’s revenue.

The second pie chart shows Fiscal Year 2011
expenditures amounting to $9,909,392 by object.
Salaries and benefits account for almost 72 percent
of expenditures, and purchased services are 15.4
percent, which includes a variety of services such
as contracted custodial/maintenance, food, and
transportation. Supplies/materials and capital
outlay, which are 9.5 percent of the budget, were
reduced two years ago and these expenditures have
remained at the reduced level. Miscellaneous
objects are just 3.1 percent.
“We continue to have revenues exceeding
expenditures and our goal is to extend this trend
which is a challenge given the current economic
conditions,” states Phil Ehrhardt, Ed.D., superintendent. In the summer 2011 district newsletter,
five-year financial projections will be provided.
For additional information on financial issues,
tune into our superintendent’s podcasts on the
district’s website, www.bendist25.org.

FY2011 Expenditures $9,909,392

FY2011 Revenue $10,061,686

First grade students in Sally Becker’s class
identify the faces of solid shapes and in the
process, discover that plane shapes—such as triangles
and squares—are a part of solid shapes.

Cheryl Boudreau’s second grade class
practices two-digit subtraction with and
without regrouping using value blocks.
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Calling All Future
Kindergarten
Students
K

indergarten registration is ongoing. If you missed
this month’s kindergarten registration, you may still
register your child between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday at the Evergreen Elementary School office,
1041 Evergreen Dr., Carol Stream.
To be eligible to attend kindergarten next fall, a
child must be five years old on or before Sept. 1. Parents
are asked to bring their child’s original county birth
certificate, parent work phone numbers, emergency
contact home numbers, and doctor’s phone number. Fees
for registration, milk or juice and bussing will need to be
paid at this time.
State law requires that students attend school in the
district in which they reside. At the time of registration,
parents/guardians new to the district must complete a
Proof of Residency form as well as provide the following:
One document from Category I or three documents
from Category II listed below should be brought to registration.
Category I: Most recent property tax bill and proof of
payment; mortgage papers (homeowners); signed
and dated lease and proof of last month’s payment
(renters); letter from manager and proof of last
month’s payment (trailer park residents); letter of residence from landlord in lieu of lease; or letter of residence to be used when the person seeking to enroll a
student is living with a District resident.
Category II: Driver’s license; vehicle registration; voter
registration; most recent cable television and/or credit
card bill; current public aid card; current homeowners/renters insurance policy and premium
payment receipt; most recent gas, electric, and/or
water bill; current library card, receipt for moving van
rental; and mail received at new residences.
There will be two all-day kindergarten class times,
meeting from 8:30 a.m. - 2:55 p.m., and one regular halfday class meeting from 8:30 a.m. - 11:05 a.m.
Students assigned to the all-day class will need to
meet specific criteria and not a parent request. Concerns
such as readiness in the areas of academic, behavioral,
and fine, and gross motor skills will be considered. The
all-day class is intended to increase the student’s instructional time; enrich background knowledge and literacy
experiences; increase opportunities for decision making,
problem solving and creativity; and, to gain skills needed
to be successful academically in first grade.
On-site before school and extended care is available
for your child by calling PALS CARE, Inc. at (630) 876-7257.
Forms for child health, eye and dental examinations
for kindergarten must be completed and returned to the
Evergreen School office before Aug. 1. Forms are available
on the district’s website, www.bendist25.org.
For information call the Evergreen School office at
630-876-7810.
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Applause!Applause!
Dedication, hard work and commitment to excellence. The efforts of Benjamin
District 25 students and educators recently were honored in a variety of ways!
Bright Red Apple™ Award For Academic
Excellence
Cited as one of only 73 Illinois school districts
(out of 868), Benjamin District 25 was recognized
with a SchoolSearch™ Bright Red Apple™ award
for academic excellence.
The award, which is based on five familyfriendly objective categories, honors school districts
which strive to provide students with an
outstanding educational environment. Key areas of
evaluation include academic performance,
pupil/teacher ratio, expenditure per pupil, educational level of teachers and average teacher salary
as reported on the Illinois School Report Card.

Make The
Communication
Connection!

BeN.25

B

uilding and maintaining open lines of
communication with members of our Benjamin
District 25 family are key ingredients to making
a difference in the lives of the children we serve.
A variety of communication methods are available to share a compliment, address a question
or communicate a concern to the superintendent. They include:
Written: Send written communication to the
Administration Service Center, 28W250 St.
Charles Road, West Chicago, IL 60185.
Phone: Call 630-876-7800 to speak with Dr.
Ehrhardt, or leave a voice mail message.
E-Mail: Use the address:
pehrhardt@bendist25.org.

Academic Excellence Awards
Both Evergreen Elementary
School and Benjamin Middle School
received Illinois State Board of Education top academic excellence awards
and special commendation placing
each among the top 459 schools recognized in 2010.
Awardees were recognized for
meeting adequate yearly progress benchmarks and having 90 percent of students
meeting or exceeding state standards in
both reading and mathematics for
three years.

Monday, Apr. 11
7 p.m. Board of Education meeting
Thursday, April 14
Fourth grade parent information
night 6:30 p.m. large gym, Benjamin
Middle School
ay
Thursday, April 21
ndar dates m
Additional cale
website
ct
7 p.m. Fourth grade music program
ri
st
di
e
th
on
be found
5.org.
Evergreen Elementary School
at www.bendist2
Friday, April 22
Non-attendance day
Mar. 28-Apr. 1
Spring break – no school
May 2011, TBA
7 p.m. Board of Education meeting
Tuesday, April 5
9-10 a.m. Stay & Play for 2-year old
Tuesday, May 3
children Evergreen Elementary School
2011-2012 school year registration
packets due
Thursday, April 7
Too Good For Drugs graduation
Friday, May 6
6:30 p.m. large gym, Benjamin
12-2 p.m. preschool screening EverMiddle School
green Elementary School
Friday, May 13
Half-day school improvement

MarkYour

Calendars!

Fax: Use the Benjamin District 25 fax line
at 630-876-3325 to send your comments
to Dr. Ehrhardt.

Board of Education:
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Cyndy Ciolino, Vice President
John P. Conlon, Secretary
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Thursday, May 19
6:30-8 p.m. Art Extravaganza event
Evergreen Elementary School
Monday, May 30
Memorial Day —no school
Friday, June 3
Last day of school for kindergarten
and preschool
Monday, June 6
School year ends:
Benjamin dismissal at 8:45 a.m.
Evergreen dismissal at 9:30 a.m.
Monday, June 6
8th grade graduation ceremonies 7
p.m. Community Fellowship Church
June 7-9
Emergency last day(s) of school
Monday, June 13
7 p.m. Board of Education meeting

Benjamin District 25’s Ben.25 Connect community newsletter
was recognized this fall with a top Award of Excellence by the Illinois Chapter
of the National School Public Relations Association.

Please note that because
Benjamin District 25 mails its publications by postal
route, some individuals who do not live within
Benjamin District 25 may receive this mailing.
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Students in Danielle
Mugnolo’s fifth grade class use Choice Boards to
demonstrate what they learned from their study of
the novel, Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nihm.
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