Crean Lutheran knocks off No. 1 seed St.
Anthony to grab spot in CIF-SS 3AA
championship game
Crean Lutheran players celebrate
their victory over St. Anthony in the
semifinals of the
CIF-SS Division 3AA playoffs Friday,
Feb. 23, 2018 at St. Anthony High.
Crean won
59-55. (Photo by Michael Fernandez,
Contributing Photographer)

LONG BEACH – Crean Lutheran is on its way to its first CIF-Southern Section boys
basketball championship game after upsetting state-ranked and top-seeded St.
Anthony of Long Beach 59-55 on Friday in a CIF-SS Division 3AA semifinal at St.
Anthony.
Crean Lutheran (22-9) will play Knight of Palmdale (23-5) in the 3AA final either
Friday or Saturday. The date, time and location of the game will be announced
Sunday. The sites for CIF-SS basketball finals will be Colony of Ontario and
Godinez high schools, Azusa Pacific University and the Long Beach State Pyramid.
St. Anthony lost for only the third time this season. St. Anthony (27-3) had won 19 in a
row and is No. 15 in California in the CalHiSports.com state rankings. It
had won its three previous playoff games by an average margin of 22 points a
game.
Isaiah Johnson scored 28 points for Crean Lutheran. Johnson, a 6-foot-6 junior
sophomore, was 11 for 14 from the field and 6 for 6 at the free-throw line. He did
not attempt a 3-pointer, but scored in just about every way imaginable inside the
3-point arc – short jumpers, reverse layups, spin moves, a gravity-doesn’t-exist scoop
shot, and two tomahawk dunks.

Johnson, who scored 42 and 29 points in previous playoff wins, figured Friday’s
winner would be the team that best asserted itself.
“We kept the game to our terms,” Johnson said. “We had to play our game, not
their game.”
That meant not letting St. Anthony’s aggressive press and trap cause too much
damage. St. Anthony created turnovers – 17 of them – but Crean came up with
many clutch defensive stops and many timely baskets.
Some of those timely buckets happened in the fourth quarter – the Johnson
hangtime scoop shot and 3-pointers from junior guards Maximus Bo and Chris
Swardstrom. Swardstrom’s 3 from the top of the key with a half-minute
remaining pushed Crean’s lead to 57-50. Swardstrom made a 3-pointer in the
final seconds Tuesday in the Saints’ 42-40 win over San Gabriel Academy in the
quarterfinals.
Crean Lutheran coach Josh Beaty hoped for a complete team performance. The
players delivered. They made 22 of 36 shots for 61 percent as the visiting team.
St. Anthony’s shot 20 for 52, for 38 percent.
“We had four players tonight who played what I think was their best game of the
year,” Beaty said.
Crean’s Gum Majak, a 6-8 junior, scored 12 points with eight rebounds. Bo
scored nine points and Swardstrom added eight for Crean.
Junior forward Marquise Nellom led St. Anthony’s with 13 points.
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