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By: Emily McCraw
At this year’s Veterans Day assembly, Owasso High
School came together and honored those who have
fought for our country and our freedom. The assembly began with Troop 18 and the “Presentation of
Colors” with both the American flag, and the state
flag. The OHS jazz choir took the stage and sang
the military branch songs of the Army, Coast Guard,
Navy, Marines, and Air Force, while the veterans
stood to represent their branch. The first guest
speaker at the assembly, was Colonel James Nichols,who is currently a F-16 fighter pilot with the
138th Fighter Wing in Tulsa. His first year in the
Air force was in 1990, while he was still attending
college in Texas. After graduating, he was deployed
to Japan, and has been deployed multiple times
since then. Nichols is married to Carrie Nichols and
has three kids, Reilly, Grant, and Hannah. He began
his speech by acknowledging the student council
and the hard work they put into organizing this
event. He then asked the Vietnam Veterans to stand.
He apologized for the unwelcome they received
from their country and thanked them for their service. Nichols shared that his father was a Vietnam
Veteran and was shot down in the water, but was
saved by a man he never knew. His father received
multiple awards while he was in the military, including, a silver star, a purple heart, and several other medals. Nichols went on to say, “Freedom isn’t
free. The flag is hard to defend, but we did it”. In
order to specifically recognize the veterans who attended the assembly, Harrison Davis and Annie
Welbourn announced the names of those present as
the audience applauded them for their service. Student Council also made a video for the assembly
which included multiple student’s idea of freedom
and why they are thankful to have it. The Director
of Folds of Honor, Dayna Dunn, was the final guest

speaker at the assembly. Dunn’s oldest son graduated from Owasso High school in 2016, and her
youngest son, Brady, is now a senior at OHS. In
2015, she joined the Folds of Honor program as
their Director of Scholarships and now works with
over 3,500 dependents and spouses of military service members who are disabled as a result of serving in the military. She spoke about the wonderful
families she has met while being the director of
scholarships and the amazing opportunity she has to
see the families benefiting from this program. After
expressing her gratitude to the veterans, she suggested the audience do the same, “I encourage you
to be bold students, and thank a service member.
Pay for their lunch or something”, she exclaimed.
As American citizens it is important to remember
that we are a land of the free because of the brave.
Like Colonel James Nichols said, “We owe it to our
Veterans to learn and remember.”

Veterans enjoyed a free lunch,
provided by OHS, to show our
school’s appreciation of them.
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West Campus Honors “Our” Veterans
By: Kelli Casteel
On November 10, OHS West took Veteran’s Day
and turned it into something magical for every
veteran attending. Many teachers took it upon
themselves to join the teacher committee and also
set up a student committee to help make the day
as grand as possible. The teacher committee
worked hard in order to set up our guest speaker,
Cathy Lovelace from the Navy, and to set things
up smoothly. The student committee worked just
as hard, making special presents for all the veterans in order to remember this day and their honor. Trails End sponsored our veteran luncheon
and set FCCLA members hard to work to serve
their food. During our luncheon, Mr. Officer
gave a very nice speech thanking our great veterans for the service and telling them that today,
we honor them. The student committee passed
out gifts to every veteran along with the set up
and clean up. During our assembly, Mrs. Lovelace gave a moving, presentation which we are
extremely thankful for. Mrs. Bowman and Mr.
DeBella were our MC’s throughout the assembly
and I’m proud to say they are OHS teachers!
FCCLA also had been working hard on their
quilt drive, in which they made one special for
our Veteran of the Year. Coach LeBass, a former
Owasso teacher and football coach, was awarded
Veteran of the Year and FCCLA’s special honor
quilt. Mrs. Bowman and Mrs. Foyil sang a beautiful song, as well as Chloe Jernigan and Kailey
Farris. Savannah Oestreich also gave a speech
about taking a part in training service dogs. OHS
West put together an amazing assembly that truly
honored many veterans and made them feel special on their day.
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OHS Students Do Their Part
By Josh Perez
Congrats go out to OHS, for banding together
and generously donating blood for those who
are in need of it. There were 213 participants
who signed up for the blood drive and out of
that,182 donations were collected from our student body as well as faculty. This resulted in
enough blood to help up to 546 patients in area
hospitals. This meant that OHS holds the record for hosting the largest high school blood
drive in Northeast Oklahoma in 12 years, according to Marla Roberts, the account manager
at Oklahoma Blood Institute (OBI). This blood
drive should hopefully motivate others to give.
Many students shared their thoughts about giving blood. “It seems nice to just give away what
plenty I had.” There were a few students that
were hesitant on donating. Many had a fear of
needles, which can be understood as the needles put in for donating blood are actually thicker than regular ones. The process for donating

Did You
Know...

blood normally
takes
around 2030
minutes,
depending
on the person, and
how well
they deal
with the
squeeze
ball that
they were given to fidget around with to speed
up the process of giving away their blood. OHS
continues to do an amazing job of doing what
we do best; helping those that are in need and
doing the best to our ability to provide whatever
we have plenty of to those that truly do need it.

Every two seconds someone in the U.S.
needs blood.
The blood type most often requested by
hospitals is type O.
A single car accident victim can require as
many as 100 pints of blood.
Approximately 36,000 units of red blood
cells are needed every day in the U.S.

OHS students doing their part this
holiday season.
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Going for the Gold Baby!
By: Tevin Austin
What a great season for our Ram athletes! Every Ram athlete that
played this fall deserves a standing ovation, but this month the Ram's
varsity football team is getting the spotlight. This season has gone amazingly with the Rams only losing one game all year, to Union, and that
went into double overtime, with the Redskins only winning by 3 points.
Now we have a rematch, but this time it really matters, as we play them
for the 6A state championship. The playoff games were a breeze for our
Rams, as they completely destroyed West Moore, and Jenks. Look out
Union, we’re coming for you! Good luck and GO RAMS!!!

OHS Band Competes in IndianapBy: Emily McCraw
This month, The Owasso Band attended the 2017 Grand Nationals in Indianapolis, Indiana!
Grand nationals is the final band competition of the season with nearly 100 bands competing
against one another to be in the finals (the top 12 bands). The band spent 12 hours on the road
and had to wake up at 4:30 am the next morning to perform at 7. Senior, Kyler Whitaker,
member of the Owasso drumline, says their performance was good, but they knew they could
improve. The next day at nationals, Owasso band performed at 10:45a..m. Whitaker states, “It
was one of the best run throughs we had all year. We hadn’t made finals since 2011, and we
were very hopeful, but we ended up getting 15th.” Kyler Whitaker also says that the experience was very memorable and that their last run through was a great one to end the season on.
Owasso is very proud of the band and cannot wait to see their performances for years to
come!
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Bettering the World, One Student at a Time
By: Shayla Blake
FCCLA has been up to some things this month, between volunteer
work and making blankets they are always working. According to OHS
west campus president, Kinsley Bean, they’re just working, working,
working. These busy bees are doing great things for our community and
represent everything FCCLA stands for.
Recently they went to Brookdale nursing home to donate much needed
supplies, like shampoo and socks. Currently they are making blankets
every chance they get to donate to the chilly seniors. It’s definitely time
consuming work, but if anyone can handle it it's the kids in FCCLA.
FCCLA is trying to better the world one person at a time. Although
they are a small organization, they are making an impact on many people. If you want to help
people out when they’re in need consider joining FCCLA; they’re a great group of people doing
great things.

OHS Mock Trial Competes in the Big Apple
By: Kelli Casteel
Owasso’s Mock Trial team recently attended Empire, another prestigious competition in New York
City, that is recognized globally. Empire Mock Trial is a well known and honorable organization that
hosts three tournaments all throughout the year and
the United States. Empire is an international world
of Mock Trial, within itself. Teams from six countries attended; including the USA, Canada, South
Korea, the UK, Ireland, and China. OMT attended
the World Championship in New York City after
putting countless hours of hard work into an extremely difficult case. The case consisted of eight
witnesses, forty-eight paper exhibits, and three
physical exhibits, consisting of 302 pages. Over the

course of two days, they competed in four rounds.
At the end, they placed thirteenth on the world
stage. Tyler Owens of the team received a “Best
Attorney” award at the closing ceremony. OMT
made friends all over the world thanks to this amazing opportunity put on by Empire!

From right to left. Back row: Judge Cantrell, Tyler Owens,
Ciara Locker, Jesse Anderson, Presley Stephens (Senior CoCaptain), Coach Rutherford. Front row: Mandy Huo, Maggie Murphy, Lauren Hughes, Emma Donohue, Caitlin
Thoumire, Jenna Randell (Senior Captain.)
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Celebrating a Season to be Thankful
By: Lauren Byrd
Thanksgiving marks the end of a bountiful fall
harvest. Although many cultures have celebrated
the fall harvest for centuries, Thanksgiving is
most notably celebrated due to the success of the
Plymouth colony and their unity with native
tribes. One hundred and two passengers boarded
the Mayflower in search of religious freedom
and prosperity. Within the 66 days it took to
reach the shores of America and the bitter first
winter there, only half of the settlers survived.
On the first spring they were greeted by an
Abenaki indian who spoke English. He introduced the settlers
to Squanto, a Patuxet
indian, and even
helped them form an
alliance with the
Wampanoag tribe,
which lasted for over fifty years. Squanto shared

By: Spencer Buck
November 11, 1918: On the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month, Germany and
the allied countries signed an armistice that would
end the World War I, formally ended later by the
Treaty of Versailles.
A year later, in 1919, former United States President, Woodrow Wilson, dedicated a day of remembrance called, “Armistice Day” dedicated to
the veterans of the Great War.
Soon after, in 1926, the date was resolved to be
observed annually, and it expanded further just
after the Second World War to include all war
veterans.
The date was changed to the fourth Monday of
October in 1971, but this was quickly reversed

essential survival information with the settlers,
such as how to cultivate corn, extract syrup from
maple trees, catch fish from rivers, and avoid
poisonous plants. As time passed and the seasons
changed, fall was upon them. In November of
1621, the Pilgrims’ first corn harvest was successful. Their Governor, William Bradford, put
together a celebration. They invited their Native
American allies and feasted for three days.
Through harsh winters and unknown lands, the
settlers of early America were triumphant and
successful. To some degree everyone has experienced this sensation, the feeling of “I made it.”
Spend this holiday with those you love, by the
fire, good food in hand, and remember to be
thankful.

seven years later.
“Remembrance Day” is celebrated by many European countries to reflect on the lives of WWI veterans, but this is separate from other holidays like
“Victory in Europe Day” or “Liberation Day” depending on which country you live.
Wherever you are, please remember to show appreciation at all times, for our fellow Americans who’ve
chosen to serve. They risk of their own lives, which
is the ultimate sacrifice. If you have a veteran in your
family or you meet one, thank them for their service.
OHS is grateful for the service of its veterans, and we
wish the best for all of you.
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Students of the Month

Olivia Carter

Ian Robison

By: Madelyn Smith
Recently, Mrs. Bell’s FACS class held a canned food drive to help needy families who couldn’t afford food
for the holidays. It was a Bedlam Challenge, so students could either have their food items go for the Pokes,
or for the Sooners. Students and faculty went above and beyond with their donating, so much so that they
had to use Mr. King’s Prop room for storage. Around Halloween, the Theater Department went Trick or
Treating for cans. They raised over 200 cans, which made them the winning class.
“I can’t say thank you enough. So many of you rose to the challenge! You and your students helped us
pull this together,” said Mrs. Bell gratefully. The National Honor Society also purchased food, and WalMart donated 14 turkeys. It was a combined effort. “You’ve helped to guarantee that our families are cared
for!” exclaimed Mrs. Bell.

Mr. King class donations
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Entertainment!
Best selling books according to the New
York Times best
sellers.

The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part –Time
Indian
By: Sherman Alexie

Anne of Green Gables

By: Lauren Byrd

Wonder has earned a place in my heart as one of my favorite movies ever. It had me laughing, crying, and wanting to
scream. Auggie Pullman has been home-schooled his
whole childhood and now that he’s going into fifth grade his
mom thinks it’s time for him to meet new people and experience life. The problem is he struggles with a facial deformity
and everywhere he goes he’s stared at. He learns to face
his fears and he learns so much along the way. This movie
is a coming-of-age and it’s absolutely inspiring. You’ll fall in
love with each and every character and you’ll want to be
more like Auggie. Moral of the story: always choose kind.

By: L.M. Montgomery

The Book Thief
By: Markus Rowling

Harry Potter And The
Sorcerer’s Stone
By: J.K. Rowling

The Giver
By: Lois Lowry

You may be familiar with the film A Beautiful Mind, a dramatized
depiction of the challenges John Forbes Nash Jr. faced while he
was suffering symptoms of schizophrenia while making a mathematical breakthrough. The movie is based off of his biography, A
Beautiful Mind, which I have read and definitely recommend if
you are interested in the life of someone like John Nash.
In John’s early life in West Virginia, he grows up with a deep interest for learning, earning him high marks, but he also develops a
very distinct and peculiar personality from others. After he graduated, Nash attended Carnegie Tech, where his long term goals oscillated between several different science fields, but he soon finds
an interest in mathematics. Offered scholarships by prestigious universities, he attends Princeton and earns his PhD. His colleagues
describe him as a “mathematical genius” for his abilities to understand equations and tackle hard problems. While he does research
for a private organization to support the Korean war, his abnormal
personality escalates into delusion and madness. He flees to Europe
to renounce his citizenship and become a world refugee. His wife,
Alicia, is forced to turn him over to a hospital several times when
they learn he has Schizophrenia. His struggle to break free of his
loneliness and paranoia would take years of recovery, meanwhile
Alicia divorces him and Nash becomes a phantom in the campuses
he then attended. John Nash won the Nobel Prize for Economic
Science in 1994, for his previous work on governing dynamics.
Later in life, he made an astonishing psychological recovery.

Book review By: Spencer Buck

