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Stanners make a list and check it twice
"I realize now that I don't even would like "all of my teachers to
By Kirsten E. Paulson '13, Lillian
Mangialino, Jessica Szymeczek use it!" she said.
drop my lowest grade."
Frosh Isabelle Hart Crombez
'15, Maria Aliberti, Laksumi
Sophomore Vincenza Maiello's
Sivanandan, Alex Campo '16
Electronics and gift cards are
among the most popular items on
Stanners' Christmas wish lists this
year but a few students have made
some special requests to Santa for
the season.
Frosh Molly Rose McMahon is
not wishing for material things as
she did last year.
"What I want for Christmas is for
my mom to be okay because she
recently had a stroke," McMahon
said. "I want this because I couldn't
see myself being able to function
without her."
McMahon believes her Christmas
wish will come true because her
mom "is going to some of the best
doctors in the world."
Last year McMahon really
wanted an iPad and she got her
wish but now she realizes how little A Charlie Brown Christmas tree decorates the office of Director of
material goods matter.
Student Activities Mr. Jim Sheldon. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

equally unrealistic Christmas wish
is to find Justin Bieber "with a big
bow on his head" under her tree.
Among the more popular Yuletide yearnings are for Apple products.
Frosh Kiersten Plut wants an
iPod Touch "so I can FaceTime
with my cousin."
She says she has only a 50-50
chance of getting it but if she does,
"I’ll scream and jump for joy!"
Sophomore Deanna Lucci
wants a MacBook Pro as does
frosh Christopher Autera so he can
do schoolwork without taking up
space on his family computer.
Frosh Meghan Lake wants an
iPhone while classmate Niamh
Girdusky wants an iPad.
Senior Joseph Ingrassia just
wants “video games, including the
Nintendo WiiU. Video games
have always been one of my favorite hobbies, and the trend is
pretty much continuing.”
Continued on Page 6

Chorus sings songs of the season
By Miranda Steinberg '14 and
Viviana Villalva '14
'Tis the season to enjoy the wonderful voices of the Junior-Senior
Chorus at its Christmas Concert,
which took place on Dec. 13 in the

Jack Curran Gym.
Joining the Chorus at the show
were the String and Guitar Ensembles.
The Chorus performed 24 songs,
including “Ring On, Christmas

Molloy’s Junior-Senior Chorus, led by Mr. James Sheehan, sings
Christmas carols during the sophomore assembly in the gym.

Bells,” “O Holy Night,” “Rejoice,”
and “Winter Wonderland.”
Chorus Director Mr. Jim Sheehan
said, “They’re mostly songs we’ve
done before. This year I couldn’t
make any changes because we lost
so many school days from the hurricane week, we didn’t have as
much time to rehearse new material.”
Seniors soloists were featured
throughout the concert.
Senior Hanna Ventura was the soloist in “We Need a Little Christmas.”
Senior Jessica Chen soloed in “It’s
Beginning to Look Like Christmas” as did senior Marjorie Coello
in “The Christmas Song.”
Before the show, Mr. Sheehan
hoped “the students will perform to
the best of their ability and the audience has a really good time and
gets in the Christmas spirit.”
Even though time was lost due to

Hurricane Sandy, Mr. Sheehan
said that rehearsals, which started
on Oct. 1, went really well.
Junior baritone Daniel O'Reilly's
favorite song was "O Holy Night"
because it's "a classic I never get
tired of."
Junior alto Evangeline Szpylka
loved "O Antiphons" because
"when we come together as a
group, the united voices sound so
powerful and convey what the
song is trying to say."
Just before the concert, O'Reilly
said he was "looking forward to
what the audience will think [of
our performance]."
The Guitar and String Ensembles performed together on six
compositions including "Canon in
D," "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desire,"
and "Scarborough Fair."
The Chorus also performed with
the Band at the Christmas Concert
Assemblies on Dec. 12.

How to enjoy Christmas in NYC
The holiday season is about
more than just receiving gifts; it’s
about spending that valuable
vacation time with family and
friends!
One of the best holiday
traditions is going to Rockefeller
Center to admire its 80-foot tall
tree adorned with 30,000 lights
and maybe even waiting in the
long lines to skate at The Rink.
You can then cross the street to
see the Snowflake Spectacular
embellishing Saks Fifth Avenue’s
ten-story building and its
Christmas window displays.
Then you can go see the Radio
City Christmas Spectacular at
Radio City Music Hall.
But you also should move
beyond Rockefeller Center to take
advantage of more of the city’s
holiday activities.
Instead of paying $25 (skate
rental not included) to skate at
Rock Center, go to lower cost
outdoor rinks such as The Citi
Pond at Bryant Park and the
Wollman and Lasker Rinks in
Central Park.
You can see big Christmas trees
in Bryant Park, Madison Square

Park, Washington Square Park,
and along Park Avenue.
You can see festive holiday
windows all over the city.
Barney’s New York on Madison
Ave. has windows featuring a
Disney animated short, “Electric
Holiday.”
Bloomingdale’s on Lexington
Ave. has windows with scenes
from Cirque du Soleil.
Lord and Taylor’s windows on
5th Ave. depict Christmas
traditions from around the world.
Macy’s holiday windows on
Herald Square illustrate Yuletide
traditions through history in “The
Magic of Christmas.”
Instead of shopping at
overcrowded stores, stop by the
Union Square Holiday Market
Bazaar, a European-style holiday
market offering a variety of
handcrafted gifts, or the
Columbus Circle Holiday Market,
which features a hundred booths
of handmade items from local
artisans.
The free Gingerbread
Extravaganza at the Le Parker
Meridien Hotel located between
6th and 7th Avenues features

Skaters enjoying a lovely evening at Bryant Park ice rink.
delicious gingerbread sculptures.
Although you aren’t allowed to
eat them, you can gawk at these
astonishing creations made by
local bakeries and restaurants.
Before New Year’s Eve, visit the
Times Square Museum to see the
Centennial New Year’s Eve Ball
on display and write a wish for
the new year on a piece of confetti
at the New Year’s Eve Wishing
Wall. All the confetti wishes will
be released on the crowd in Times

Square at midnight on New
Year’s Eve!
We hope you’ll try some of
these interesting and fun
activities during the Christmas
vacation.
By keeping up old traditions or
starting new ones, you make the
holiday season extra special.
You’ll make valuable memories
which are the best gifts of all.

— Stephanie Bonanno ’13
and Jaclyn Eng ‘13

Christmas is a holiday about Christian values
Does saying “Happy Holidays”
mean the same thing as saying
“Merry Christmas”?
One of the goals of “The Holiday
Season” has been to play down
the religious aspect of Christmas
out of respect for the millions of
Americans who are not
Christians.
This goal is controversial and

has become a topic of pungent
debate in our society.
Christians see Christmas as a
religious holiday so saying
“Happy Holidays” keeps “the
Christ out of Christmas.”
Non-religious people say
Christmas is now a secular
holiday that is celebrated by all
Americans and so saying “Happy

Holidays” is appropriate.
Where do you stand?
“Happy Holidays” is seen as a
good thing by those who say that
forcing a religious meaning on a
public holiday in multi-cultural
nation is offensive and so
Christians need to become more
sensitive by limiting their
religious celebration to church
and family.
I disagree with this argument.
Most people appreciate the
important role faith plays in our
society and welcome the good
wishes that the Christian
celebration of Christmas brings.
Yet the religious value of
Christmas is being reduced more
and more each year.
Mr. Chris DeSarno told his
Constitutional Law classes that
his child’s school will hold a
“Winter Party” to avoid not only

the idea of Christmas being about
the birth of Christ but the fact
that is even a holiday at all.
But if the Christmas season is
seen as a time of giving by
eveyone in our society, it is seen
that way only because of the
religious values associated with
the birth of Christ.
No matter what you believe
about the religious signifigance of
Jesus’s birth, it is more important
to embrace the values of peace
and love than the thrill of getting
presents on Christmas day.
The spirit of giving should be
found in each and every one of us
regardless of whether we wish
people a “Merry Christmas” or
“Happy Holidays” at this time of
year.
So Merry Christmas!
And have a fantastic New Year.

— Conor Tuohy ‘13
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Sax of Christmas joy at Band concert
By Austin Pizzella '16 and
Shibangi Saha '16
Molloy's Band played its annual
Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. on
Dec. 12 in the Jack Curran Gym
accompanied by the FreshmenSophomore Chorus.
Some of the songs the Band performed were "A Charlie Brown
Christmas," "Let it Snow," "Christmas Joy," and "God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen," which featured saxophone solos by senior Dante Cella,
juniors Anthony Genna and
Michael Mosco, and sophomore
Freddie Jean-Joseph.
All of those songs made their
Christsmas Concert debut except
for "A Charlie Brown Christmas,"
which is a Band favorite.
"It is such a holiday staple," said
frosh Laksumi Sivanandan, who
plays clarinet. "I grew up watching 'A Charlie Brown Christmas'
every year, so when I play the song,
it brings back childhood memories.”
Song selections for this year’s
concert were made by the Band's
three senior officers, President
Cara Salvatore on flute, Vice President Mitchell Cottrell on trumpet,
and Secretary Veronica Singh on
clarinet.
Band Director Ms. Ya-Ting Yang
said the officers have done a great
job so far.

Saxophonists Michael Mosco, Frederic Jean-Joseph, Anthony
Genna, and Dante Cella play at the Christmas Concert.
"They know how to motivate the
group," she said. "They're setting
great examples for the rest of the
band members to follow."
The Freshmen-Sophomore Chorus, also directed by Ms. Yang,
sang "Jingle Bell Rock," "Sleigh
Ride," "Villancicos," "Mary, Did
You Know?,” "Simple Gifts," and

"Holy Night."
Sophomores Raphael Jafri,
Andreea Muntean, and Lillian
Mangialino were soloists on "Holy
Night" while frosh Liam Rock and
Niamh Girdusky and sophomores
Deanna Aliperti and Giovanni
Vittozzi sang solos during "Mary,
Did You Know?"

The Band gave frosh and sophomores a preview of the show by
playing two assemblies in the gym
the morning of concert.
In the days leading up to the concert, Band members were very excited about the show.
“It’s going to be a great experience, considering this is going to
be my first one at Molloy and I’m
going to be playing with some really talented people,” said frosh
saxophonist Harmanveer Singh.
Rehearsals for the concert began
in mid-October.
Ms. Yang said the band has practiced diligently starting at 7 a.m.
each morning before classes to improve its sound and technique.
This hard work was needed because the trumpet and percussion
sections are almost entirely made
up of new members.
“Rehearsals are good," said frosh
Lauren Boldeau, who plays clarinet. "They're really early in the
morning but they’ve been good,
especially on full band days.”
Ms. Yang said some students
practiced together on their own to
improve their performance.
Ms. Yang said the goal of the concert was to allow the audience to
hear sounds of Christmas from different parts of the world and to
show off various Stanners’ musical
abilities.

Advent mass to foster a
true spirit of Christmas
By Phillip Barsamian '15 and
Sophia Savvides '15
This year’s Advent Liturgy will
be held in the Jack Curran Gym
on Friday Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m.
with Father Tom Pettei saying the
mass.
Plans for the Advent Liturgy began during the last week of November.
However, Campus Ministry Director Mr. Mike Germano would
not reveal anything about the
theme of the liturgy.
“People have to come to see it,”
he said. “We will take some ideas
from years ago, and we will also
have new ideas for the liturgy.”
Junior John Mancini, a Liturgy
Committee member, would only
say, "The theme will show what
Christmas is all about."
The recent Thanksgiving Liturgy
set the stage for the Advent Liturgy
and the Christmas season in general as both are heavily attended
by the Molloy community.
Mr. Germano said about 350
alumni and 550 students attended
the Thanksgiving mass said by
Father Frank Shannon, a Molloy

alumnus.
Junior Sarah Stiglianese, a Liturgy Committee member who
helped create the Thanksgiving
Liturgy, said, “I like that at the end
[of the mass] everyone linked arms.
It gave us all a feeling of unity and
togetherness.”
Mr. Germano wasn't sure if the
fact that the Walk-a-thon was held
before the liturgy had any impact
on attendance but speculated its
10:45 p.m. start had a positive effect on alumni attendance by not
making them get up early to attend the mass.
Stiglianese said she believed the
mass being held on the same day
as the Walk-a-thon had a positive
impact on attendance.
"It was a surprisingly great turnout," she said.
Mr. Germano hoped the Thanksgiving Liturgy demonstrated to the
frosh just how unique Molloy liturgies are and that they will return
for the Advent Liturgy.
“It showed something different,"
he said. "I hope it did show how
Molloy Liturgies are interesting."
The Thanksgiving and Advent

The Advent wreath and candles in the Jack Curran Gym lobby count
down the weeks to Christmas. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
Liturgies "are totally different,"
said Mr. Germano. "They are trying to accomplish completely different things.”
To any student unsure about
whether to attend the Advent Liturgy, Mr. Germano said, “It is a
beautiful time of year and it is im-

portant for students to show up
with their peers. It is different from
other masses.”
Mancini said, “Christmas is a big
event and the liturgy shows the
larger religious picture. Newcomers can attend the mass and be very
involved in a unique way."

Storm Recovery Week was a success
By Matthew Spataro '14 and
Jillian Spataro '13
After Hurricane Sandy hit, the
Molloy community had just one
question: How can we help?
So Molloy sponsored Storm Recovery Week from Nov. 26-30 to
collect supplies to give to people living in those communities.
Mr. Mike Germano and Campus
Ministry quickly organized the
event which was modeled after the
annual Toy and Coat Drives.
Each day of Storm Recovery
Week students were asked to bring
in coats, food, cleaning supplies
and medical supplies and on the
final day the proceeds from a basketball triple header were donated
to the cause.
“Trying to tell the students about
Recovery Week with the different
days and supplies was the only
thing I wish went smoother,” said
Mr. Germano.
Even with difficulties spreading
the word, Mr. Germano said Storm

Recovery Week was a success.
The basketball game ticket sales
raised $847, the sale by Molloy's
Baking Club raised another $663
and a raffle contributed $249.
All the food donated by students
during the week went to Nazareth
Housing in Manhattan which will
distribute it to the homeless, including those affected by Sandy.
All clothing collected went to the
Salvation Army who will distribute
it to Sandy's victims.
Medical and cleaning supplies
were collected by Glen Oaks Volunteer Fire Dept. to distribute.
Stanners responded so well to
Storm Recovery Week “because
everyone knew someone or was
someone that was affected by Hurricane Sandy,” said Mr. Germano.
Campus Ministry member
Jhanell Directo said, “It wasn’t difficult for students to put an effort
in for everyone was either directly
or indirectly affected by this
storm.”

Molloy’s Baking Club stands before its table of goodies that raised
$663 for Storm Recovery Week. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
She was very proud of her fellow
Stanners.
“I think everyone did a great
job,” said Directo, a senior. “We
were showing the true meaning of
Molloy: Everyone here is family
and we stick together.”
Senior Colman Vaughan did his
part by bringing in coats and help-

ing store them until they were
picked up by the Salvation Army.
“I was happy to help,” he said.
The creation of the first ever
Storm Recovery Week resulted in
the annual Coat Drive being reduced to one-day event but next
year it will return to being the
main charity event for November.

Walk-a-thon helps Sandy victims
remaining students arrived, no one the Cafeteria and Chapel or
By Roberto Bertlini '13
After two postponements due to was there to tell them to turn right. whether another need will arise.
He also said that Walk-a-thon
inclement weather, the 20th an- They proceeded straight to Main St.
2013 might not be held in October.
nual Walk-A-Thon was finally held and then back to Molloy.
Senior Megan Chan liked the
Mr. Sheldon said he will make
on Nov. 21 and raised about
$170,000 in pledges to help victims sure next year that all students new route because it was much
cleaner. She enjoyed the day bewalk the entire route.
of Hurricane Sandy.
Mr. Sheldon plans to use this new cause “I bonded with my friends
Originally scheduled for Oct. 19
and then Oct. 31, the Walk-a-thon route again next year because it is as we walked for a great cause.”
was supposed to raise money to much safer than the old route be- Senior Ruthba Ahmed, however,
renovate the Cafeteria and Chapel cause it doesn't cross any busy in- was disappointed that senior Walka-thon priviliges such as Flag and
but instead all money raised was tersections.
But he wants students to walk the Zumba had to be cancelled.
placed into Molloy’s newly created
Prizes were given to students
Storm Recovery Fund to help stu- route two or three times to reach
who
pledged the most money and
dents affected by Sandy by pro- the usual 10-kilometer distance.
Mr. Sheldon didn't know if Walk- a raffle tickets were given to stuviding them with tuition assistance
as well as basic school essentials a-thon 2013 will raise money for dents for each $100 they raised.
such as uniforms and workbooks.
As of Dec. 4, $153,064 of the
money pledged had been collected
with juniors leading the way with
$45,582 followed by frosh
($45,563), sophomores ($33,839)
and seniors ($28,080).
This was the first time in history
the Walk-a-thon was rained out.
As a result, it followed a new
route through Briarwood that was
much shorter than the traditional
walk because of the reduced police
presence available for the date.
Director of Student Activities Mr.
Jim Sheldon said it was “an overall success” despite a mixup that
results in many students walking
only about half the route.
"Students do not know how to
read and follow instructions,” he
joked.
The confusion was caused when
a large gap was created in the line
of walking students.
When teachers at one of the
route's turning points saw no more Niamh McGrath, Patricia Dorgler, and Emer Moloney are all smiles
students, they left and so when the after completing the Walk-a-thon. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

David Mieles, who raised $500
from family, friends, and co-workers, won an American Eagle gift
card for ranking second among all
senior fundraisers.
He’s excited to “blow it all on a
shopping spree.”
Greer Kann, who won two Senior
Prom tickets as the top senior
fundraiser, hoped the 2013 Walk-a
thon would be held in October next
year because the weather is nicer.
Here are the prize winners from
Walk-a-thon 2012:
Top fund raisers: 1. William
Kazmierczuk (free tuition); 2. Alexandria Dominguez (iPad).
Top seniors: 1. Greer Kann (2 Senior
Prom tickets); 2. David Mieles (American Eagle gift card); 3. Zach McCleary
(Land's End gift card).
Top juniors: 1. William Kazmierczuk
(free driver's ed class); 2. Elizabeth
Prado (American Eagle gift card); 3.
Amanda Pape (Land's End gift card).
Top sophomores: 1. Marc Zirello (2
Justin Bieber concert tickets); 2. Julia
Watters (American Eagle gift card); 3.
Justin Connaughton (Land's End gift
card).
Top frosh: 1. Alexandria Dominguez
(2 Justin Bieber concert tickets); 2. Nina
Pesa (American Eagle gift card); 3.
Shibangi Saha (Land's End gift card).
Raffle winners: Ashley Desena (2 Justin Bieber tickets); Jamie Romano (iPod);
John Mauer (4 Yankee tickets); Joe
Sullivan (4 Mets tickets); Amanda
Tracey (4 Knicks tickets); Christopher
Richardson-Byam (2 Jets tickets);
Shibangi Saha (2 Broadway show tickets); Jamie Peterson ($150 Amazon gift
card); Yogeshwar Joree ($100 Amazon
gift card); William Pabitero ($100 Amazon gift card); Mary Angeline Bacini
($75 Amazon gift card); Kaitlin Evans
($75 Amazon gift card); Brittany Brijlall
($50 Molloy bookstore gift card);
Alexandra Rubiano ($50 movie pass);
Carluto Toussaint (Land's End blanket
& tote bag).

Talent abounds
at 1st Open Mic
By Anna Poulakas '14
The first of three Open Mic shows
this year was held on Dec. 5
Mr. Frank Gambino, the show's
organizer who also performed at
the show, said he always welcomes
first timers to perform in the Open
Mics and no one is turned away
who wants to try.
Mr. Gambino was very pleased
with the performers. "The students
are very talented,” he said.
The show, which attracted about
80 people despite its 5 p.m. start,
lasted about two and half hours.
This Open Mic show featured
sophomores Erika Agustin,

Dan Marino

Frederic Jean-Joseph, Christian
Martinez, Josephine Pepa, James
Perez, Maryrose Seno, Joanna
Troyanos, Constantina Tsouklidis,
junior Alexandra Caruso, seniors
Sore Agbaje, Dan Marino, Christopher Martinez, Rebecca Rivera,
Jorge Velez, and Kirsty Vista.
Tsouklidis played piano and sang
"A Thousand Years" and, accompanied by Jean-Joseph on guitar,
sang "She Will Be Loved."
Rivera, who was performing at Frederic Jean-Joseph on guitar accompanies Constantina Tsouklidis,
an Open Mic show for the first above, while James Perez plays for singers Erika Agustin and
Maryrose Seno. (Photos by Jordi Sevilla, ‘14)
time, sang "Killing Me Softly."
Most students who are chosen to
perform at Molloy's annual Talent
Show audition for it by performing at Open Mic shows.
Both Tsouklidis and Rivera said
it would be great to be picked for
the 10th annual show.
Marino performed two songs,
one that he wrote himself and the
other that he co-wrote with senior
Marjorie Coello.
Marino said his favorite activity
at Molloy is the Open Mic shows.
The next two shows will be held in
January and February.

Toy Drive to spread Xmas cheer
By Sarah Stiglianese '14
The Archbishop Molloy 2012
Toy Drive, which began on Dec. 5
and will end on Dec. 17, will help
several charitable organizations
including one in the storm ravaged
Rockaways.
Campus Ministry conducts the
Toy Drive, along with Operation
Christmas Child, to spread Christmas cheer to those less fortunate.
In addition to collecting money
in homeroom every day, forms
were handed out to students who
wanted to buy a gift for an individual child.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.

Mike Germano would love to see
each home room raise at least $70.
Mr. Germano will use that donated money to buy toys for kids
in need.
“It’s just as important for a person to donate money as it is to bring
in a toy,” he said.
Helping Mr. Germano with the
Toy Drive are senior leaders
Kathryn Brucas, John Anthony
DiMaria, Jhanell Directo, Amber
Emmino, Zelenia Felipe, Dana
Galizia, Dylan Penza, Toni Ann
Petovello, and Colman Vaughan.
DiMaria said he was “thrilled to
be a part of the team this year. The

Toys donated by Stanners will soon go to many children in need.

work you do for others becomes
truly worth it when you see the
appreciative faces of those you’ve
helped.”
Penza said this is his first Toy
Drive and he’s excited to be able to
help.
“I think helping out fits in with
the spirit of Christmas very well,”
he said.
Felipe, whose own family in
Rockaway has been a victim a
Hurricane Sandy, said, “I’m excited to be like a Santa for these
kids. I know how amazing it feels
to get gifts but to give them will be
incredible.
“I’d be happy dressing up in a
Santa costume for these kids!”
Felipe said.
Petovello and DiMaria said that
helping others is what Christmas
is really about.
Groups such as Catholic Charities, Heartshare, Briarwood Shelter, and at least one charity group
from Rockaway will come to
Molloy to pick up the toys.
“I think it’s a great idea that we’re
buying toys that will be donated
to the children affected by Hurricane Sandy,” Mr. Germano said.
Petovello said she’s brought a toy
for an individual child in for the
Toy Drive since her freshman year.
“I love buying little kids toys because I know they’re truly grate-

ful, especially the less fortunate,”
she said.
Mr. Germano said, “We really
have no goals [for the Toy Drive].
Whatever number of donations and
toys we’re blessed with is sufficient.”
Since 2004, Campus Ministry has
received no less than $1,100 in
homeroom donations.
However, due to the hurricane
and other circumstances, it is expecting the total may drop this
year.
Donations for Operation Christmas Child, meanwhile, brought in
around 80 gift boxes.
Many of the students who participated had already participated
in previous years, but Mr.
Germano saw some new faces this
year.
“I thought the number of boxes
was okay this year due to the circumstances and timing,” Mr.
Germano said. "It was quite successful considering it was smack in
the middle of the hurricane.”
Unfortunately there will be no
Candy Cane Grams this year.
“I don’t want to burden anyone
with everything else going on,”
said Mr. Germano.
But don’t get too upset! Campus
Ministry will try to run some type
of Easter Grams or other activity
to make up for it.

Xmas wishes from kids in Stannerville
Continued from Page 1
A few Stanners are more book-oriented.
Daniela Franceschetti wants a
Barnes and Noble gift card, while
frosh Alexandra Fitzpatrick would
like a copy of “The Dresden Files”
by Jim Butcher.
Clothes are another popular item
in the letters to Santa.
Frosh Alexandra Fitzpatrick
wants a new pair of Ugg boots,
Matthew Zwolak wants a new
wool jacket and Carissa Rahaman
wants a new jacket "because the
zipper in my old jacket keeps getting stuck every morning."
Sophomore Annalisa Piccolo
would like a new pair of shoes
while senior Elizabeth Governale
would like a new pair of earrings.
Senior Maria Grbic wants a
Snuggie because “I like to be at my
coziest.”
Frosh Frank Cerillo wants baseball and basketball gear while
Massimo Visca wants Nike Elite
socks.
Frosh Brendan Dooley wants a
the Intuos 5 drawing tablet "because I want to enhance my artistic talent."
Frosh Claudia Raciborski is another artist who "would love to get
some sketching pencils or inking
pens. A sketchbook would be nice,
too. I love drawing and it's always
nice to have new things to experiment with."
Frosh Stacy Zachariah wants

Juniors Kenny Hoyt, Danilo Amaro,Pat Cashin, Mike Buckley, and Michael Rodriguez stepped up to
decorate the Christmas tree in the Library this year. (Photo by Ms. Dorothy DeNoto)
"the Ed Sheeran album because he
is amazing and is the greatest
songwriter ever!"
Senior Elizabeth Governale says
she’d like tickets to a Zac Brown
Band concert, while fellow senior
Alejandra Garcia says she’d like the
Coldplay Live 2012 CD/DVD and
“The Amazing Spider-Man” DVD.
Senior Ryan Sukram says he’d like
to receive all of “The Lion King”
movies.
Sophomore Enrica Cotellessa

would love to see "Cinderella" on
Broadway this Christmas season.
Sophomore Stephanie Yost says
she'd love to get a kitten for Christmas but she's almost sure she won't
get one because she's been asking
for one since she was a little kid.
Junior Karen Thomas wants an
English bulldog.
Senior Lauren Velez wants a
KitchenAid mixer, while classmate
Shanijah Steele hopes for a bicycle.
Junior Deanna Mayo wants a

new curling iron.
Mr. Brian Kelly said his biggest
Christmas wish came true when
the Mets signed David Wright to a
new contract.
He also hopes all his students
have a "peaceful, educated, wellread" Christmas vaction.
Mr. Jim Sheehan’s ideal gift
would be "to have the phrase 'peace
on earth, good will toward men' to
be understood in people’s hearts as
peace and good will toward all.”

Broadcasting Club to Mock Trial team hopes
work for MSG Varsity for even greater success
By Harmanveer Singh '16
Molloy's latest addition to its
clubs is the Broadcasting Club.
With the help of Mr. Brian
Klimas, the club was begun by the
MSG Varsity, a high school sports
reporting service, which asked if
Stanners could act as reporters at
Molloy athletic events.
The club so far has 25 members
who will be taught how to write
articles, perform interviews, take
photos, and make video highlight
clips.
Students can either write at
home or work hands-on with the
cameras provided by the MSG
Varsity.
The club's goal is to educate the
students about the broadcasting
industry.
Frosh Charles Maisano said, "I
joined the club because I really enjoy sports and thought it would be
a cool club to join.”
He's eager to learn more about
how to be a reporter and get a taste
of the broadcasting industry.
The club will begin work during

Christmas break.
Mr. Klimas spent over four years
in the broadcasting industry, including two as a hockey announcer.
He began at SUNY-Geneseo on
the WGSU network and moved on
to broadcast U.S. Military Academy sports for two years in West
Point.
However Mr. Klimas was not
willing to move around the country to continue his career so he
turned to teaching.
He said broadcasting "was easy
to learn in college but hard to get
employed. Teaching now is my
passion.”

Merry Christmas

By Darien Dey '14
Mock Trial Moderator Mr. Lou
Barbera held team tryouts on Nov.
28-29 and chose 12 newcomers to
join the team.
Nine frosh, Brandon Chetram,
Christian Torres, Mary Brandt,
Megan McLoughlin, Thomas Williams, Brendan Meyers, Stacy
Kanellopoulos, Alejandra Espinel,
and Kelly Huang, two sophomores,
Isidora Bozic and Connie Zhao,
and one junior, Emily HernandezAvila passed the tryout and were
invited to join the team.
The 12 returning team members
are seniors Cara Salvatore, Jessica
Cardiello, Patricia Bober, William
Millus, Monish Pahilajani, Thalia
Toro, Chelsea Corinaldi, Sitara
Patel, junior Chinyere Okogeri,
sophomores Robert Dittus, Roy
Colter, and Tricia Mahon.
Those who auditioned were asked
to be witnesses during an actual
mock trial case from last year and
were judged by their ability to retain information and have confidence and poise under pressure.
Mr. Barbera praised the new-

comers stating, “they were all impressive in their own way.”
Okogeri joined the team last year
because she is interested in becoming a lawyer someday and likes the
intense competition and debates.
The team will begin preparing its
new case for the 2013 competition
this month and learn the name of
its first round opponent in January.
The competition begins in February at the Queens Criminal
Court on Queens Blvd. with the final rounds in May in Manhattan.
When asked who will be the lead
prosecuting and defense attorneys
for the team, Mr. Barbera said he
has yet to choose them.
"You never know who will rise
above the competition in any given
year,” he said.
Molloy advanced further in last
year's competition than any other
previous team and its goal this year
is to match and perhaps surpass
that performance.
“We are a team," said Mr.
Barbera. "In order to succeed, the
whole team must perform well, not
just one or two individuals.”

Water bottle ban remains in effect
By Robert Dittus '15 and Liana
Liang '15
The number of students getting
detention for bringing water
bottles to class after lunch has increased recently.
Forbidding any type of food or
drink outside the Cafeteria has
been longstanding rule but seems
to be more heavily enforced this
fall as Teachers' Assistants have
caught students hiding drinks inside their sweaters after lunch.
The punishment for a first offense is a single detention period.
“The rule about the drinks in
general is a little over the top because the bottles have caps on
them," said sophomore Maryrose
Seno. "They won't spill."
Assistant Principal Mr. Ken Auer
said the reason for the rule's existence is “for sanitation and safety
reasons."
Rumor had it that the real reason for the water bottle ban was
that some students had been

caught with alcohol in their bottles.
“There were some cases of it in
the past," said Mr. Auer, "but it is
not the main reason for the rule
being there.”
Mr. Auer said several years ago a

student was caught drinking rum
from a plastic bottle in the hallway
while another accidentally spilled
a water bottle in class revealing it
contained vodka.
In both instances, the students

were caught because of the strong
smell of alcohol, Mr. Auer said.
Students who need water for
medical reasons are not given an
exemption, but instead are told to
use any of the water fountains located throughout the building.
Mr. Auer said if this wasn't the
policy, students would start to
drink water in class because they
saw someone else doing it.
When asked if the ban might
someday be lifted, Mr. Auer said,
“The future is uncertain, so there is
always a chance for the rule to
change, but for now it’ll stay.”
Sophomore Tim Safos doesn't
carry a water bottle around school
but nevertheless feels the ban
should be revoked because having
a water bottle is "an easy way to
fight off dehydration.”
Safos said that just because a few
students over the years have been
Junior Alexandra Caruso drinks from a water bottle after school in caught drinking alcohol out of
the Cafeteria, the only place where Molloyrules allow it to be done. water bottles shouldn't mean that
all Stanners should suffer.
(Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Short skirt wearers now get a written warning
By Sotiria Pateroulakis '15 and
Sophia Savvides '15
Girls whose skirts were judged by
teachers assistants to be too short
to satisfy Molloy's dress code this
fall were given written warnings for
the first time in school history.
In the past, girls found to be
wearing short skirts were usually
given verbal warnings and sometimes given detention immediately.
This year, girls get a warning slip
which gives them two weeks to
purchase another skirt that meets
the school's length requirements.
However, Assistant Principal Mr.
Ken Auer said the only thing that's
really changed about the enforcement of the no short skirts rule is
the issuing of written warnings
rather than verbal ones and giving

girls two weeks to fix the problem.
"I would hope that the policy is
more fair, giving the students the
opportunity to get new skirts," Mr.
Auer said.
He said the new policy is better
for the teachers assistants because
they now have a written record of
who has been given a warning so
they don’t have to keep track of
rules violators from memory alone.
Mr. Auer said that most girls who
are warned do fix the problem but
a few don't and get detention.
Some girls said they believe the
number of detentions handed out
for short skirts has gone up this year
but Mr. Auer doesn’t agree.
Mr. Auer said his office keeps a
record of the various types of detentions given out to students from

year to year and he has found that
the number of girls getting detentions for short skirts "is about the
same" as in previous years.
This two-week warning policy
for short skirts does not apply to
other dress code violations because
other violations can be easily prevented or quickly fixed.
"Either you are dressed nicely or
you are dressed like a slob," Mr.
Auer said.
Sophomore Margarita Lopez
said she thought the new written
warning policy is fair.
Sophomore Isabela Angrisani
also likes the new policy but added
that wearing a short skirt is not always done deliberately.
"If the skirt that was ordered does
not fit according to the school dress

code, then it is not the student's
fault but the company's fault," she
said.
Angrisani said Mr. Auer's intentions are good in trying to give girls
two weeks to fix any problems but
he doesn't understand the problems many Molloy girls have in
getting their skirts to fit properly.

Merry Christmas!

Happy New Year

Two out of three Stanners make honor roll
Nearly two out of every three
Stanners had a 90 or better overall
academic average for the first
marking period, as 64 percent of
students made the Honor Roll.
Frosh had the highest percentage
of honors students with 68 percent,
followed by sophomores (65),
seniors (64) and juniors (56).
Molloy students earn a place on
the Principal’s List for having a
marking period average of 99 or
above, receive Honors With
Distinction for an average of 95 to
98, and Honors for an average of
90 to 94.
In the first marking period, 1,015
students saw their names on one
of those three lists.
Of the 421 frosh, 29 had averages

of 99 or better, 95 with 95 or better,
and 161 had 90 or better.
Among 379 sophomores, 22 had
99 averages or better, 90 had 95 or
better, and 134 had 90 or better.
Among 391 juniors, 26 had 99
averages or better, 83 had 95 or
better, and 111 had 90 or better.
Among 403 seniors, 19 had 99
averages or better, 76 with 95 or
better and 169 with 90 or better.
As they have since its inception,
girls once again dominated the
Principal’s List.
Sixty-three of the 96 students on
the List were female (66 percent),
with sophomore girls being the
most dominant, accounting for 17
of the 22 tenth graders who
qualified (77 percent).

Here’s the Principal’s List for the
first marking period:
Frosh: Shania Chua; Andrew Chui;
Tiffany Daniel; Jordan Fierek; Maria
Goetz; Maria Gulino; Caroline Kelly;
Lucia Lin; Peter Maisano; Rose Maisano;
Jack Mangin; Alessandro Markovic;
Jane McNoble; Isabella Mercado; Harris
Mohsin; Matthew Motylenski; Emily
Peckham; Austin Pizzella; Samantha
Racan; Carissa Rahaman; Konstantina
Raptis; Mikayla Roberts Shibangi Saha;
Katharine
Sapienza;
Laksumi
Sivanandan; Petra Stiglmayer; Hailey
Tom; Christian Torres; Brendan Woods.
Sophomores: Jafar Ali; Bianca
Basone; Izidora Bozic; Gabriella Bruno;
Gabrielle Casimiro; Enrica Cotellessa;
Vida Ekhlas; Justin Esposito; Tahina
Felisca; Ewa Gerlak; Carla Hanna;
Raphael Jafri; Zachary Kurre;
Margarita Lopez; Deanna Lucci;
Samantha Morgan; Andreea Muntean;

Joseph Schauer; Joelle Tirado; Stephanie
Yost; Alexandra Yule; Kangyi Zhao.
Juniors: Dhanesh Binda; Laura
Blaszczak; Thomas Brinskelle; Joshua
Cajas; Pamela Decolongon; Tiffany Dial;
Daniela Fazio; Samantha Grech;
Georgios Gulino Emily Hanna; EdreanNeil Kabigting; Katherine Kilkenny;
Nicole Korzeniecki; Deanna Mayo;
Felicia Mendoza; Kristian Mosquito;
Daniel O’Reilly; Cristina Otano; Neil
Patel; Shannon Pizzella; Juliana Rima;
Samantha Sattler; Matthew Spataro
Christopher Studley; Tiffany Villacis;
Branden Warders.
Seniors: Roberto Bertolini; Jacob
Borkowski; Odette Colangeli; Matthew
D’Urso; Joseph Ingrassia; Greer Kann;
AnnMarie Kosiewska; Patrick Kowpak;
Julian Leston; Dina Mangialino; Shibin
Mathews; Aislinn Messina; Monish
Pahilajani; Sitara Patel; Tatiana
Requijo; Cara Salvatore; Steffi Shilly;
Kiara Sigcha; Derrick Yuen.

Boy hoopsters
start off strong
By Kevin McCaffrey ’14 and
Georgios Gulino ’14
Molloy’s varsity boys basketball
team capped off a 3-0 start to the
season with a 72-45 victory over St.
Dominic’s on Dec. 4 before
traveling to Washingon, D.C.
where the Stanners won two of
three games.
As a result, Molloy was 5-1 going
into its Dec. 14 game at home
against Chaminade.
All three of those victories at
home were absolute blow-outs,

with Molloy winning by 27 or more
points each time.
Molloy defeated Monroe 81-51 in
the season opener on Nov. 24 and
then beat St. Anthony’s from
Huntington 79-51 on Nov. 30.
That kind of success breeds
optimism and lofty goals.
Team leader and primary ball
handler, junior guard C.J. Davis
said he believed the team has “a
really good shot at winning the Junior C.J. Davis will have the ball in hands often this year.
championship this year.”
After going 16-12 last year and losing in the CHSAA playoff
The first players off the bench are
quarterfinals, some improvement senior forward Justin Brown and
is hoped for this season by Coach junior forwards Jayson Cethoute,
Jack Curran.
Gabriel Kilpatrick, and Kenny
Coach Curran would like to see Hoyt.
better rebounding and team
While Coach Curran hopes the
defense this year.
team will stay healthy and
He would also like his Stanners continue to play well throughout
to have more success against the the rest of the season, he said there
good teams they face as many are plenty of tough teams left on
victories last year came against the schedule.
teams with losing records.
Molloy took a step up in terms of
Molloy was a small team last year the quality of its opponents when
and that condition will continue this it played in the Gonzaga Classic
season, too.
tournament in Washington, D.C.
But, in theory, Molloy “going on Dec. 7-9.
small” could increase the team’s
After losing its opening game to
offense output by allowing the host Gonzaga 78-66, Molloy
Stanners to use their superior defeated two Philadelphia teams,
quickness to their advantage.
Germantown Academy 82-61 and
Molloy’s veteran three-guard Roman Catholic 54-52, to finish
starting lineup this year features fifth in the eight-team tournament.
Davis and four seniors, center
Watler, who scored 31 points
Marco Kozul, forward Christian against Germantown Academy,
Junior guard Chaz Watler scored 31 points against Germantown Giles, and guards Isacha Tucker was the only Stanner named to the
Academy in the Gonzaga Classic in Washington, D.C.
and Chaz Watler.
all-tournament team.

Gaitan, LoDuca
win pong titles

By Harshani Luknauth '16 and
Jada Bacchus '16
Senior Daniel Gatan and sophomore Guiseppe LoDuca won the
singles titles at the third annual Intramural Ping Pong Tournament
on Dec. 12 in the Cafeteria.
Doubles matches and the faculty
final between Mr. Jim Sheldon and
Mr. A.J. Power was held Dec. 13.
Gaitan defeated senior Sho
Miyazaki 21-17 in the junior-senior
singles final while LoDuca defeated
frosh Yves Chen 11-5 in the froshsophomore final.
Originally set for November, the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy
caused it to be moved back.
Doubles teams and singles players had until Dec. 10 to sign up for
the tournament and 20 teams and
32 individuals registered.
Students had to choose between
playing singles or doubles because
they could not play both.

The tournament, which featured
junior-senior and frosh-soph brackets in singles and doubles, was
played on two full-sized tables that
replaced the mini-tables the tournament was played on last year.
Intramural Director Mr. Brian
Kelly said the new tables made the
tournament better than last year.
In addition, the tournament had
officials oversee matches instead of
players calling their own games.
The tournament began two years
ago in the Senior Lounge but
moved to the Cafeteria last year.
Mr. Kelly said that by folding up
the lunch tables, "our maintenance
staff creates a nice amount of space
for the tournament.”
The tournament is popular, Mr.
Kelly said, because of its location,
it's coed, and it's a game that requires skill not strength.
The winners of each competition
received a t-shirt.

Girls swim to 7-0 mark
Molloy’s girls varsity swim
team has destroyed its
competition on its way to a 7-0
record, outscoring its opposition
655-437.
The closest any opponent has
come to beating Molloy was on
Oct. 21 when St. Joseph’s on the
Hill lost by 15 points.
Molloy will take on its archrival, Notre Dame of Staten
Island, on Jan. 13 at St. Francis
College in Brooklyn before
winding up its season at the
CHSAA Swimming and Diving
Championships at Eisenhower
Park on Feb. 2
* * *
The girls varsity basketball
team is off to a 2-1 start this
season as it looks to improve upon
its 19-10 record last year when it
advanced to the CHSAA state
semifinals.
Molloy defeated St. Joseph’s on
the Hill 77-57 on Nov. 24 and the
Sacred Heart Academy 66-23 on
Dec. 4 before losing 95-89 on the

road to Ossining on Dec. 7.
Molloy is led by three seniors
who will play in college next year,
Amani Tatum (James Madison),
Carolyn Gallagher (Columbia)
and Alexa Dietrich (Pace).
Senior Danielle Arias, junior
Gabby Gangone and sophomores
Aryn McClure and Nicole Teta
are key contributors to the team.
* * *
Two members of Molloy’s city
champion boys varsity soccer
team, senior defender Chris
Mouzakitis and junior forward
Denes Kostel, made the all-city
team.
Mouzakitis and fellow seniors
Thomas Arikan and Nick
Dorcean were chosen to join the
CHSAAall-stars against the
PSAL in the annual Mayor’s Cup
game, which unfortunately was
cancelled due to Hurricane Sandy.
Molloy won the city title on
Nov. 13 at St. John’s University
by beating Fordham Prep 1-0 on
a goal by junior Michael Mendez.

