CAMINOTES
Camino Grove Elementary School PTA Newsletter
February 2014
Let’s set the pace
GO ROADRUNNERS!
Dear Camino Families,
This month’s character trait is citizenship. When we think about February we think
about love. What a great month to teach our students and children about how to love their
school, community, and country by being good citizens.
Here are some things you can do at home to partner with the school to help your child
learn about citizenship.
● Participate in our “Can You Help” food drive. This drive will be going on during the
month of February.
● Recycle with your children. Teach them how to conserve energy and water.
● Talk about why we have laws and how obeying laws helps keep people safe.
● Talk about why it is good to help your community - Participate in a community
service activity.
Common CoreHopefully you had the opportunity to attend one of the Common Core parent
information seminars. If you were not able to attend, there are many resources available for
parents on the AUSD website. On the left hand side of the AUSD Homepage is a link to the
Arcadia Common Core web page. There you will find helpful articles as well as links to the
California Department of Education and other useful websites.
Currently our focus as a staff is Academic Vocabulary. We are beginning to look at
effective strategies for teaching vocabulary in a way that promotes permanent retention and
application of words rather than just learning the words for Friday’s test.
During the month of March teachers in grades 3-5 will be working with the students
to learn and use the technology required for the Smarter Balanced Practice Assessment. You
can go to the Smarter Balanced website and take the practice test yourself if you would like to
see the new format for state testing.
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
When we return from Spring Break our Field Testing Window will open. All 3rd-5th
grade students will take the Smarter Balanced Field Test. This is a field test which means no
results will be returned to the schools. This year is about making sure schools have the
technological infrastructure in place to support the Smarter Balanced testing as well as an
opportunity for Smarter Balanced to validate testing items.
Our teachers and students have been working hard. There are amazing things
happening in classrooms. Kids are being taught to think and explain their thinking with
evidence. One example was when a teacher asked a group of 5th grade students, after reading
about the life of Gandhi, “Why is Gandhi important?” One student looked at his thinking maps
and stated, “I think Gandhi was an important leader because he inspired people such as Nelson
Mandela and Martin Luther King, Jr. to change the world in a non-violent way.” It is exciting
to see students make leaps in learning and thinking. What a privilege it is to share in that
learning with your children!
Mrs. Popovich
Principal
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February ~ March
Calendar of Events
• Feb 14 – V- Day Class Parties
• Feb 17 – No School
President’s Day
• Feb 20 – Spring Picture Day
• Feb 24 – PTA Executive Board
Meeting at 8:30a.m.
• Feb 24~28 – Penny Wars
• Feb. 26~28 – Spring
Student/Parent Conf. Week
– Staff Lunches
• Mar 7 – End of Second Trimester
• Mar 10 – PTA Meeting at 9a.m.
• Mar 13 – Restaurant Night
(Matt Denny’s)
• Mar 17 – No School
District Holiday
• Mar 24 – PTA Executive Board
Meeting at 8:30a.m.
• Mar 28 – Jog-A-Thon Fundraiser

Message from our PTA President, Jennifer Vargo

Dear Camino Grove Parents, Students, and Families,
PTA had a wonderful winter full of activity. The Santa’s Fun Zone Family Fun Night in
December was a great event enjoyed by many. I didn’t count the attendance, but I’d estimate we
had 200-300 people over the course of the evening. Thank you to all who were able to come!
Winter program DVDs were delivered at the end of January to those who ordered them.
We ended up with a lot more participation than expected (about 60 orders). We are still
evaluating whether or not this is a valuable service to provide every year. In particular, if there
are any parents out there who are handy with a camcorder, it would be great to bring this service
“in-house” – so please contact us if that is something with which you might be able to help.
We also ran a fabulous See’s Candy Fundraiser netting almost $2,200, which helps to
fund many activities here at the school, such as teacher grants, assemblies, field trip
transportation, and classroom supplies.
Room parents did an excellent job coordinating their Winter Class Parties. We also had
successful restaurant nights at Panda Express (January 9th) and Carmine’s (February 6th). And
Girl Scout Troop 911 helped PTA by running the annual “Can You Help?” canned food drive just
this last week collecting many cans and food items for the needy here in Arcadia.
Finally, the nominating committee presented their recommended slate of officers for
next year’s PTA Executive Board at the February 10th PTA meeting. The list is posted on the
PTA website at pta.cg.ausd.net. Elections will take place at the March 10th PTA meeting at 9 AM
in the MPR. All members are invited to attend and vote, so please consider coming. Mrs.
Daniels from 1st grade will be the teacher representative at the March meeting.
In the coming months, PTA will continue to plan and run many events. Room parents
are again coordinating class parties for Valentine’s Day. Please contact your room representative
if you would like to help. PTA volunteers will also be helping with Spring Picture Day on
February 20th. And the PTA Hospitality Committee will be arranging delicious lunches for our
teachers and staff on minimum days during Spring Conference Week to help them manage their
busy schedules during these 3 days.
PTA will also be bringing back Penny Wars during the week of February 24-28! Penny
Wars is a fun mini-fundraiser, but really it’s more about building grade-level spirit and
camaraderie, while at the same time giving the kids a chance to exercise their game strategy
skills. (A little history: Penny Wars used to be held at Camino Grove a few years ago, but it has
been on hiatus. A few teachers – okay, I’ll name them, Ms. Chia and Mr. Rhee – mentioned how
fun it was in the past. So we’ve decided to bring it back. Sure, the fundraising is nice, but our
central goal with this activity is for the kids to have fun.) Here’s how it works. Kids bring in
loose change from home (the stuff you have cluttering up your pockets, purse, and cars consoles).
Pennies are added to their grade-level tally. Silver coins (nickels, dimes, quarters, half dollars,
and coin dollars – no bills!) are subtracted from the score of another grade. Classes vote to
decide where to direct their silver coins, so there is some strategy involved. Grades compete
against other grades to see who can get the highest score by the end of the week. More detailed
rules to follow in a separate flyer.
Our ongoing Subway restaurant fundraiser is still going on at the three designated
Subway restaurants. Just show your Camino Grove PTA fundraiser ID card to have 10% donated
back to us. If you’ve lost your card, there are a limited number of replacement cards available at
the school front office.
Lastly, don’t forget about our other two upcoming events in March. We’ve got a PTA
Restaurant Night at Matt Denny’s on March 13 and the ever popular Jog-A-Thon on March 28.
We hope to have many parent volunteers out for the Jog-A-Thon helping to spritz and cheer the
kids on – so if you are able to come to school that day, make sure your TB test and volunteer form
are on file with the school office and contact us if you’d like to help!

PTA Board Members 2013-2014
Principal
President
Executive V.P.
1st V.P. Programs
2nd V.P. Publicity
3rd V.P. Room Rep
4th V.P. Membership
5th V.P. Ways & Means
6th V.P. Legislation
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Sec.
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Historian
Auditor

Danae Popovich
Jennifer Vargo
Jennifer Aston
Lisa Longo
Jean Chang
Caroline Kojian
Kristine Hannibal
Jonie Tsuji
Jennifer Shiuan
Joy Cheng
Lien Huynh
Wendy Chang
Christine Maritato
Kari Holmes
Daniel Chan
Valma Kwong

PTA MEETINGS
2014
March 10 – 9:00 am
April 14 – 6:15 pm*
May 12 – 9:00 am
*A proctor will be on hand at night PTA
meetings to watch school-age children.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vargo, Camino Grove PTA President, cgpta.president@gmail.com
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Dear PTA,
Thanks so much for the grant to
get a guinea pig cage and
supplies! We named him Fluffy,
and he is adorable!
Love,
Room 13 (and Fluffy)

Summary of Teacher Grant Requests 2013-2014
Total Paid to Date
Total Additional Committed to Date
New Requests Up for Approval
Subtotal
Total Available in Approved Budget
Total Remaining in Approved Budget
Grant
Head Teacher
Item Description
#
1
Scarbrough
Science support books (1st grade)
2
Costarella
Comprehension Tool Kit (K-5)
Composition notebooks and
3
Shahinian
highlighters (5th grade)
Costarella et
4
Book Battles (5th grade)
al.
5
Kim
Headphones (5th grade)
Daniels &
6
A-Z Reader site license (K-1)
Pasqua
7
Daniels
Guinea pig (1st grade)
8
Hernandez
Drill and 3 dollies (K-5)
9
Bengford
Crayola markers (5th grade)
10 Pasqua
Elf on the Shelf
Kim &
A to Z Leveled Reader progam, 1-yr
11
Bengford
membership (5th grade)
12 Chia et al.
Christmas Tree (school)
13 Chia et al.
Headphones (3rd grade)

$
$
$
$
$
$

1,412.68
99.95
1,512.63
3,000.00
1,487.37

Amount
Approved
$
146.40
$
169.93

Amount
Paid
$
146.40
$
169.93

$

128.00

$

110.75

$

300.00

$

224.88

$

90.00 $

87.11

$

199.90

$

199.90

$
$
$
$

43.60
327.99
160.00
45.00

$
$
$
$

43.60
327.99
58.63
43.49

$

99.95

$
$

300.00
200.00

A BIG THANKS to our Anonymous Donor!
In January, Camino Grove PTA received a generous donation of
$4,000 through Fidelity Charitable Services. As per the benefactor’s
request, half will be used to purchase much needed PE/recess
equipment and the remaining spent to upgrade the teachers’ lounge.
The staff and students of Camino Grove Elementary greatly
appreciate the generous gift! Thank you!
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Volunteers of the Month, January 2014
Every month PTA honors a few of our many, many wonderful volunteers for their special recent
contributions. The volunteers receive a small gift and a special parking space to use during the
month.

Debbie Wong
The first volunteer of the month is Debbie Wong. Debbie takes on many behind-the-scenes PTA
responsibilities: Chairperson for this year’s Reflections Program, co-chair for 5th Grade Activities
(other than yearbook), and also running this year’s “CAN You Help?” canned food drive with her
Girl Scout troop. Debbie is mother to 3 wonderful children: 2nd grader Joseph, 5th grader Olivia and
Grace at Dana Middle School.

Jonie Tsuji
The second volunteer of the month is Jonie Tsuji. Jonie serves on the Executive Board as VP of
Ways & Means. In her position, she manages fundraising activities including restaurant nights and
the Sees’ Candies fundraiser. She will also be overseeing the Jog-A-Thon and I thank her in
advance for that! Jonie is mother to Kai, a 3rd grader in Ms. Chia’s class, and Evan, a middle
schooler at Dana.

Christine Maritato
The third volunteer of the month is Christine Maritato. Christine serves on the Executive Board as
Treasurer. She manages all of Camino Grove PTA’s books and records, meticulously tracking funds
as they move in and out and also making sure all of our important paperwork is filed with the
government and up the PTA chain to Arcadia Council PTA. Christine is mother to 4th grader Ryan
and 6th grader Ashley at Dana.
Thank you Debbie, Jonie, and Christine for all that you do for Camino Grove PTA! We are indeed
lucky to have you in our community!
Jennifer Vargo
Camino Grove PTA President

Debbie Wong

Camino Grove Elementary School

Jonie Tsuji
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2013
2013-2014
2014 Honorary Service Award Nominations
Camino Grove PTA

Camino Has Character Award

Every year Camino Grove PTA presents Honorary
Service Awards to individuals for their outstanding
service and dedication to children and youth in our
school and community. We would like your help by
asking you to nominate one or more individuals
who go above and beyond the call of duty in their
service to our school and community through PTA.
We will be presenting these awards at the AHS
Performing Arts Center on April 16, 2014. Please
send nominations to Honorary Service Awards
Chairperson Daniel Chan at dzchan@gmail.com by
Friday, February 21, 2014.
2014 Include the following:
• Nominee name
• Award type
• A brief description of service for the
individual nominated
Following are the service awards:
Very Special Person Award — This award is given to
an individual who has gone out of his or her way to
serve students or who has been valuable in one
area of service or with a particular service project.
Honorary Service Award — This award is conferred
upon an individual in special recognition of
outstanding service to the school and/or
community.
Continuing Service Award — This award is
conferred upon an individual who has already
received the Honorary Service Award and
continues to serve the students and youth of the
school and community.
Golden Oak Award — This is the most prestigious
PTA award in California. It recognizes those who
have made significant contributions to the children
and/or youth of the school or community for at
least 10 years. The recipient has usually served in
numerous capacities at several schools and with
multiple organizations serving our children and
youth.
Please help us by sending in your nominations – we
want to make sure our hard working volunteers
receive recognition. Thank you for your help!
Camino Grove Elementary School

This school year, we have expanded our Character Award
program to include all grade levels, so one or two students
from each classroom in grades TK – 5 will be chosen every
two months or so for the Camino Has Character Award. The
recipients receive these awards by demonstrating one of
the Six Pillars of Character (Trustworthiness, Caring,
Fairness, Respect, Citizenship, & Responsibility). This
group of recipients received their award certificates at a
special assembly in November. They are:
TK & Kindergarten
Responsibility
Brian Adams
Respect
Shin Chen (Momo) Tsai
Raeden Wang
Caring
Jayden Soltero
Aaliyah Omar
Heather Lam
1st Grade
Responsibility
Cameron Der
Irene Vega
Caring
Saf Shanun
Natalie Huang
Kayla Chan
Citizenship
Nicole Chang
Respect
Arianna Martinez
2nd Grade
Trustworthiness
Isaiah Lu
Fairness
Alison Yamada
Respect
Hannah Hokanson
Matthew Ta
Amy Garcia
Responsibility
William Yao
Caring
Skye Escobedo
Citizenship
Garrett Fong

February 2014

3rd Grade
Caring
Samantha Wang
Nathan Tran
Alex Rauda
Respect
Amanda Chang
Joanne Chan
Jared Carter
Responsibility
Stephanie Zeng
Shannon Cheng
Matthew Young
Trustworthiness
Charlene Ng
4th Grade
Responsibility
Elise Fong
Pranav Aratikatla
Citizenship
Clinston Zeng
Karina Chang
Caring
Colin Kelliher
Elisha Price
Felicity Kwok
Trustworthiness
John Muntz
Vibhu Kesarwani
5th Grade
Citizenship
Trustworthiness
Merrick Hua
Margaret Lin
Responsibility
Christian Chae
Alexia Chan
Caring
Emma Chen
Nathan Wang
Leo Lai
Respect
Jessica Young
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Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP)
Important new ways for parents to engage in decision making

What is the Local Control and Accountability Plan
(LCAP)?
The LCAP is a critical part of the new Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF).
Each school district must engage parents, educators, employees and the community to establish these plans. The plans will describe
the school district’s overall vision for students, annual goals and specific actions the district will take to achieve the vision and goals.
The LCAPs must focus on eight areas identified as state priorities. The plans will also demonstrate how the district’s budget will help
achieve the goals, and assess each year how well the strategies in the plan were able to improve outcomes.

What are the eight state priority areas that must be addressed in the plans?
There are eight areas for which school districts, with parent and community input, must establish goals and actions. This must be
done both district-wide and for each school. The areas are:
1.

Providing all students access to fully credentialed teachers, instructional materials that align with state standards, and
safe facilities.
2.
Implementation of California’s academic standards, including the Common Core State Standards in English language
arts and math, Next Generation Science Standards, English language development, history social science, visual and
performing arts, health education and physical education standards.
3.
Parent involvement and participation, so the local community is engaged in the decision-making process and
the educational programs of students.
4.
Improving student achievement and outcomes along multiple measures, including test scores, English
proficiency and college and career preparedness.
5.
Supporting student engagement, including whether students attend school or are chronically absent.
6.
Highlighting school climate and connectedness through a variety of factors, such as suspension and expulsion rates
and other locally identified means.
7.
Ensuring all students have access to classes that prepare them for college and careers, regardless of what school they
attend or where they live.
8.
Measuring other important student outcomes related to required areas of study, including physical education and
the arts.
In addition to these eight areas, a district may also identify and incorporate in its plan goals related to its own local priorities.

When will districts start developing these plans?
The State Board of Education is in the process of developing a template for school districts to use for their own local plans. This
template will be finalized by March 2014.
Between March and June, school districts must engage their parents and communities and adopt their local plans. California State
PTA encourages districts to utilize a broad and multi-channel approach to involve parents and school sites beginning now.
Ultimately, the plan must be reviewed by a parent advisory committee. If a district has 15 percent or more English learners, a
separate parent committee must provide feedback in this area. The final plans must be approved by July 1. The initial plan will cover
three years, but must be updated annually by the district by July 1 of each following year.

What can parents and PTAs do now?
The new LCFF and LCAPs provide a great opportunity for parents to engage in the decisions that impact their children and schools.
You can start now by thinking about the eight state priority areas and what you would like to see as goals for your school district and
schools in each.
In addition, now is the time to communicate with school administrators and elected board members to help them establish an LCAP
development and adoption process that ensures many ways for all parents and community members to participate and be heard.
Ask school and district administrators to schedule presentations and participate directly in conversations about the following:
The programs and services currently being offered in the district, and their effectiveness in achieving student outcomes.
Strategies, programs and services to improve student outcomes at your schools and for groups of students, and the
resources needed.
The district’s current budget-building process, and how the district will be adapting its planning and budgeting processes
to meet the new requirements of the LCFF and LCAP.

Camino Grove Elementary School

February 2014
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Local Control Funding
Funding Formula (LCFF)
New changes to the way we fund our schools

What is the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF)?
California state law sets out the system for funding public schools. State leaders largely decide how
much money is available to schools each year as part of the state budget process.
In 2013, California adopted a new formula for deciding how much money each school district gets,
called the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF).
School districts will decide how to use the funds, but under the new system they must get input from
their local communities. They also have to tie their budgets to improvement goals by creating a Local
Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP).

How does the LCFF compare to the old school funding system?
BEFORE LCFF

PUPIL
FUNDING OLDPER
SYSTEM
PERPER
PUPIL
FUNDING
PUPIL FUNDING
OLD SYSTEM

AFTER LCFF

UNDER LCFF

PER PUPIL FUNDING UNDER LCFF
Much of the money given to
school districts was
restricted to a particular
program called categorical
programs.

Amount of money each
distrcit received per student
was called "Revenue Limit"
and was based on a
complicated formula not on
the needs of the students.

Base Grant: Per student
funding is now called the Base
Grant with different amounts
depending on grade level.

Supplemental Grants go to help
high needs students: English
Language Learners, lowincome students and foster
children.
Concentration Grants go to
districts with more than 55% of
their students identified as
EL/LI/FY.

Actual funding will depend on district’s prior revenue levels along with other factors. ERT – Economic Recovery Target means no district will
money than under the old system. Most will receive more.

receive less

Under both systems, the Governor and the Legislature are mostly responsible for determining annually how much funding schools
will receive through the state budget process.

Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF):
Replaces the current state model of funding with a more streamlined formula and removes most existing spending restrictions.
Collapses over 20 categorical programs (funds earmarked by the state for different types of uses with spending restrictions).
However, some categorical programs remain, including special education, afterschool programs, school lunches, transportation
and TIIG (Targeted Instructional Improvement Grant).
Shifts decision-making to the school district level with flexibility for local communities to decide how to best spend resources.
Requires that districts must use supplemental and concentration funds to “increase or improve services for EL/LI pupils.”
Requires districts to adopt Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs) that show how funds will be spent to provide highquality educational programs and improve student outcomes. (See California State PTA’s LCAP flier for more information.)
Implementation begins in 2013-14 and will be phased in over an eight-year period.
What can parents and PTAs do now?
Learn how LCFF and LCAPs work
You can start now by studying what your local districts/schools are doing and ask questions such as:
How much will our district actually receive in LCFF funding? Will we receive supplement or concentration grants?
When are budget decisions made and how can I get information early enough to give input?
Does the district’s spending plan reflect local priorities? Does the spending plan match the district’s goals for student
outcomes?
How will the district be communicating information to parents? What kind of communication/outreach is being planned?
What kind of parent advisory group will be formed by the district? When will they meet? How can I participate?
Identify local advocates and support their efforts to ensure the parent voice is heard, as required by law, in the LCFF and LCAP
process.

Camino Grove PTA is looking for one or more parents who are interested in attending AUSD's Local Control
Accountability Plan (LCAP) Parent and Advisory Committee meetings hosted by Deputy Superintendent David
Vannasdall in the next several months. The role of the committee is to consult, review, and comment on the district's
LCAP. The remaining meetings are at 6pm on February 19, March 4, March 18, and April 2. If you are interested in
attending these meetings, please email Jennifer Vargo at cgpta.president@gmail.com Thank you!
Camino Grove Elementary School

February 2014

Page 7 of 16

PTA News
A Letter From The AEF Treasurer
Dear Camino Grove Families,
Hi. I'm the mom of a 3rd grader and 6th grader in Arcadia Unified School District (AUSD). I am also a trustee of the Arcadia Educational
Foundation (AEF). We, at AEF, would like to improve communication with our district's parents, and this is my effort to do so. It's long, but I've
been told the bullet points aren't enough.
First, though, I'd like to tell you about my education. I grew up in the US public school system. I attended schools in three different states
across the country. In all of these schools, we had specialized teachers for art, general music, instrumental music and PE. We started foreign
languages in 7th grade. There were "gifted and talented" classes. The high school offered architecture, woodwork, car repair, etc.
All of the above was included in a basic public school education. Clearly, that has changed. Just in the past few years, our elementary schools
have lost their GATE programs and increased class sizes. Our middle schools have had significant cuts in library hours and money for basic
supplies such as printer cartridges. Arcadia High School has lost a full 25% of their counselors, creating a significant negative impact on the
college application process. I am saddened that my children do not have the same opportunities that I had. That is the reason I volunteer at AEF.
AEF trustees are all volunteers. We raise money to support AUSD. We run the summer school, which serves over 2,500 Arcadia kids each
summer. We provide the communication system that allows the principals and to call you with school news. We give $30,000 a year in mini
grants to classroom projects. We also give every classroom in the district money (totaling >$11,000) to buy needed supplies.
We're proud of what we contribute to AUSD, but what AEF would really like to do is to bring back some of those programs I mentioned above.
La Canada and San Marino have those programs because 55--‐65% of their school families contribute to their local ed foundations, raising several
million dollars every year. Only 4% of AUSD families contributed in any amount in 2013. Wouldn't you like your children to have the same
opportunities as those of neighboring communities? Your donation to AEF can make that happen.
Many people ask why they should contribute to AEF when their property taxes are so high already. Well, unfortunately only a small percentage
of our taxes actually go to AUSD. Just look at the upper, right corner of the property tax bill to see the breakdown. I have also heard parents say
they might as well send their kids to private school if they have to pay for public education. All the private schools I know have fundraisers on
top of their tuition. Many parents want to contribute only to the schools their children attend, and therefore support the PTA. PTA is wonderful,
but their purview is separate from AEF’s. Only AEF can fund counselors, teachers and nurses, and therefore only AEF can bring back those lost
programs.
I agree with any of you that think fundamental changes should be made in CA educational funding. However, my kids are growing up quickly.
The years are flying by, and my kids can't wait for reform. The only way I know to get the kind of education I want for them is to support AEF.
Here are some ways you can help:
1. Let me know what programs you would like most for your children. We would like to prioritize using parents’ opinions. Please
include middle school and high school in your consideration, since your kids will be there soon.
2. Buy Scrip. These are gift cards to many local stores that return a percentage to the schools at no extra cost to you. AEF runs the
program, but 100% of the proceeds come to Camino Grove. Through Scrip, Camino Grove earned $7500 to buy walkie talkies, a
storage bin, and a laminator.
3. If you shop Amazon.com, go first to the AEF website (ArcadiaEdFoundation.org), scroll to the bottom, and click on the Amazon
link. Shop as usual and a percentage of the money you spend comes to AEF --‐ again, at no extra cost to you.
4. Please give a direct donation to AEF. ALL children in AUSD benefit from AEF, and therefore we ask that ALL families contribute.
We're shooting for a $500 per child donation, but any amount is of course greatly appreciated. (To put this into perspective, San
Marino asks for $2000 per child.) You can donate online at the AEF website (ArcadiaEdFoundation.org), or bring a check into the
Camino Grove office.
5. If you would be willing to translate AEF communications such as this one into Chinese or Spanish, please contact me. It would be a
tremendous help.
6. Get involved with AEF. Meetings are held at 7:30pm on the second Wednesday of each month in the District office (234 Campus
Dr.). Come to an AEF meeting and learn more about the important role the Foundation plays within the District.
Thank you for your attention,
Hsiuchen Chen, AEF Treasurer & Mini Grant Co-Chair
hcchen@caltech.edu
Camino Grove Elementary School
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2013-2014 Subway Fundraiser for Camino Grove PTA
Do you want participate in a fun and EASY way to raise money for Camino Grove PTA?! In fact, it’s
something you probably do all of the time anyway!
In November, you were given a Subway Fundraiser business card. (If you do not have a card, there are
limited quantities available in the Camino Grove office.) Keep it in your wallet. Every time you take your
family (and friends) to Subway, show them the card, and 10% of what you pay goes right back to
Camino Grove PTA!
It is valid ONLY at these three Arcadia Subway Locations:
1) 733 W. Naomi Ave #G (next to Pavilions)
2) 411 E. Huntington Dr., #102 (in the Tokyo Wako shopping center)
3) 160 E. Duarte Rd., #D (in the 99 cents Store shopping center)
The best part of this fundraiser is that it isn’t just for one day, it’s not just for one weekend, but instead,
it goes until the END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR!

So anytime between now and the end of June 2014, take your friends and family out for a
HEALTHY lunch (or dinner) at Subway; and feel good that you are also helping out Camino
Grove PTA!

AUSD is getting social with Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram!
You can follow along at https://www.facebook.com/ArcadiaUnified, https://twitter.com/ArcadiaUnified,
http://instagram.com/arcadiaunified. News items and info about all the schools and our great programs are
being posted at these sites for the convenience of the Arcadia community.

Arcadia Educational Foundation Seeks New Trustees
The Arcadia Educational Foundation (AEF) is seeking to enlist new trustees. AEF is a non-profit
organization that was founded in 1981 to raise funds for Arcadia schools. The Foundation is administered by
parent and community member Trustees who represent the interests of each of the District’s ten public
schools.
AEF administers a comprehensive Summer School program, funds the District-wide phone blast system,
provides teacher mini-grants and transfers donor funds to AUSD, annually, for use by the District.
The primary responsibility of a Trustee is to implement the fundraising activities of the Foundation. Trustees
are expected to attend monthly board meetings which are held on the second Wednesday evening of the
month, represent the Foundation in the community and actively participate on a committee. Committees
include but are not limited to: Annual Campaign, Special Events/Projects, Endowment, Summer School.
If you would like to be considered for a Trustee position or would like further information, please contact the
Board Secretary, Brenda Stimpson, on 626 483 0951 or at brenda.stimpson@gmail.com. Arcadia
Educational Foundation meetings are open to the public and attending one would be a good way to assess
whether, or not, a trustee role would be for you. Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the District offices board room on Campus Drive.
District offices board room on Campus Drive.
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Fun in First Grade
Our fabulous first graders have been busy in 2014! They have been studying
weather, watching slideshows about space travel, and learning songs for the
first grade musical which will occur in late Spring! They have also participated
in fun and educational activities for Chinese New Year, the 100th day of
school, and Valentine’s Day! There are many more activities to come!

…………………

HEAR YE, HEAR YE!
CALLING FIRST GRADE PARENTS…
The first graders will participate in Community Day on Friday, May 2. This
theme day includes visits from many community workers, including the fire
department, the Humane Society, CHP officers, and the local children’s
librarian, to name a few. If you are able to spare a few hours and are willing
to provide a 20-30 minute presentation about your job to our first graders,
we’d love to have you! We welcome everyone, but are especially looking for
doctors, nurses, and veterinarians. Please contact Mrs. Daniels at
cdaniels@ausd.net if you would like to volunteer, or if you have any
questions. Thanks!
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5th Grade Special Event
Walk Through the American Revolution

Counselor’s Blog
By Ms. Jennifer Tran

Happy New Year!
It’s a new year, and for most of us, we see it as a
new start. However, we may already have so
much to do. I meet many students who feel the
same way. As adults, many of us have learned
how to cope with stress and anxiety.
Unfortunately, some of our kids sometimes just
don’t know how to handle it. Between school
work, extracurricular activities, and social issues,
their lives can feel like it’s hectic. We can help
our kids by teaching them strategies to help
them calm down and relax. Here are some ideas:
-

-

-

-

Take a deep breath. Breathe in and out
slowly three times. Remind them to feel
their bellies fill up with air as they
breathe in and then get smaller as they
breathe out.
Count to 10 slowly. You can even try
counting backwards because that takes
extra focus.
Self-talk. Model for your kids how they
can talk themselves into calming down.
Picture a relaxing place, like the beach or
a garden. What do they see? What do
they hear? What do they feel?
Listen to some music. I find that kids
really take to this.
Talk to someone. This is important
because sometimes we just need
someone else we can talk it out with. If
it’s you they choose to go to, then you can
help them brainstorm ideas on how to
lessen the stress or make it go away
altogether.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any
questions or concerns at Jennifertran@ausd.net
or call me at 626-821-8353 ext 5353. I am on
campus on Mondays and Thursdays.
Camino Grove Elementary School
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LION APPEARS AT CLASSROOMS
Written By Camila Gomez
With Contributions by Shriya Velichala and Madison Yang
Ms. Simmons’ Class
A Chinese New Year lion, from Ms. Simmons class, appeared in Ms. Brown’s,
Mr. Lopez’s, Mr. Rhee’s, Ms. Fortier’s classes, and the office, on Chinese New Year,
January 31.
Three of Ms. Simmons’ students, Shriya V, Camila G, and Madison Y (Camila
and Madison in the lion) went to four classrooms and the office dancing, bowing, and
giving each teacher a little Chinese New Year gift. “I brought this lion while shopping
in Chinatown”, Ms. Simmons said, before sending the lion off to the other classrooms.
While prancing around the classrooms, students’ eyes glared at the Chinese lion,
with its beautiful, vibrant, pink, orange, red, and green colors. While the students
were in Mr. Lopez’s class, Mr. Lopez asked to try on the lion head. As he shook his
head wildly, the classroom roared with laughter. After, Mr. Lopez exclaimed
gleefully, “Gung Hay Fat Choy!” “I have to admit, it was pretty stuffy in the lion’s
head”, commented Camila. “I liked being part of going around as it was a big
opportunity”, claimed Shriya, Madison added, “I think it was a fun, wonderful,
experience.” Everyone wants this lion to visit their classes again next year. Do you?
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Congratulations to Room 20, Ms. Chia's class!
3rd Grade Room 20 students enjoyed a special pizza party for the most Reflections
Contest participants in the school. Chairperson for this year’s Reflections Program Debbie Wong
brought personal pizzas for all the kids!

2nd Grade Ms. Hang’s class
The second graders in Ms. Hang's class
are learning about Picasso and his
abstract art using pastels. We appreciate
the parents who volunteered to help the
students get their first art project done.

Camino Grove Elementary School

Our junior geologists are seen here
observing minerals and rocks, collecting
data, sharing their findings, and working
together as a team to describe the rocks
and minerals, identify the properties of
each mineral, and discuss the Moh’s scale
of hardness for each mineral.
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Vision Without Sight
Sierra Madre C.L.I.M.B. resident sheds light on being blind
to students at Camino Grove Elementary School
By Helen Simmons

Jo Anne Seaman shares her sleek, red, ham radio with Camino Grove Elementary School 4th graders.
From left to right: Standing: Nathan Chien, Audrey Cho, Bradford Hunt, Jonas Yee, Elise Fong. Seated: Jo Anne Seaman.

How is it possible that a woman who came into this world weighing less than 3 pounds could
have such a powerful impact on 130 Camino Grove 4th graders? It is possible because that woman is Jo
Anne Seaman. Still full of the energy and spunk of a teenager, Jo Anne, now 65, managed to completely
move and inspire this Arcadia crowd of 9 and 10 year olds, at an assembly held December 3.
Jo Anne and I met 14 years ago. I was in the process of writing an article about C.L.I.M.B., a
facility for the multi-handicapped blind, located in Sierra Madre. (C.L.I.M.B. stands for the Center for
Living Independence for the Multi-Handicapped Blind.) As resident of C.L.I.M.B. since it opened in 1977,
Jo Anne volunteered to show me firsthand how people who are multi-handicapped blind can and do
lead very fulfilling and successful lives. We became friends through the experience. Seven years later,
when I became a 4th grade teacher at Camino Grove in Arcadia Unified School District, Jo Anne agreed to
meet with my school’s 4th graders as I wanted them to gain insight and appreciation of those with
multiple handicaps through her experience. Since then, Jo Anne has returned almost every year to
speak with our 4th graders. Each time she visits she makes a strong impact, with her open heart,
multiple interests, love of children, and amazing gusto for life.
At this year’s assembly, Jo Anne readily addressed questions asked by our 4th graders. She
explained how she lost her vision due to receiving too much oxygen as a premature baby, and
demonstrated how she gets around with her cane. When asked if she could drive, Jo Anne chuckled
heartily, as her silky, white cheeks turned slightly red. In good spirit she replied, “If I was driving
without a license that would be illegal and I would have quite a few accidents. I’m afraid that I’d be the
terror of the town and don’t think the Sierra Madre police would like it if I drove. They would be after
me!”
Camino Grove Elementary School
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Sharing one of her biggest passions, being a licensed ham radio operator, Jo Anne whipped out
her sleek, red ham radio, with its one foot long black antenna. She talked about how she enjoys
communicating with people from all over the world using the device. “I spoke with a woman from
China, yesterday!” she exclaimed, aware that a high percentage of Arcadia students have Asian
connections. Jo Anne highlighted ham radio uses in disaster situations, referencing how the radio came
in handy during the windstorm that ravaged our area a couple of years back, downing electric power
lines and trees like matchsticks. Jo Anne also commented that she had communicated with children as
young as 8 on her ham radio and knew of children as young as 5 who passed the ham radio test
required to attain an operating license. When I asked our 4th graders if anyone would be interested in
becoming a ham radio operator, about 40 hands shot up like rockets. Jo Anne was delighted to hear that
so many students had an interest. She then suggested that, together with their parents, they check out a
website, www.hamuniverse.com, to attain information on how to get a ham radio operator license.
JoAnne wanted parents to know that unlike risks involved with children using the Internet, the ham
radio culture is much more “child safe.” She also noted how helpful ham radio operators tend to be,
both blind and sighted, in assisting those who need help.
Next, Jo Anne opened up about challenges she faced learning to read Braille as a 1st grader.
Because she struggled with learning Braille, she had to repeat 1st grade. However, a teacher eventually
figured out that her difficulties were not due to learning issues, but due to the fact that she had been
forced to learn to read Braille using her right hand, when she was left handed and had more touch
sensitivity in her left hand. Once that glitch was figured out, Jo Anne had no problem reading Braille.
After sharing how she struggled to learn Braille, Jo Anne demonstrated how proficient she had
become. Due to my request, she had brought the Braille translation of The Cay, a book that our 4th
graders will be required to read as part of their curriculum this year. Student eyes popped like popcorn
when they saw her adeptly decipher and read aloud the sea of thousands of raised bumps arranged in
complex patterns on the page.
As an assembly finale, Jo Anne unveiled her talents as an accomplished composer, pianist, and
singer. Springing up quickly from her folding chair, Jo Anne grasped the edge of my elbow and followed
me with ease to the auditorium keyboard. She performed a song she wrote for C.L.I.M.B. right after she
moved in there. “I thought C.L.I.M.B. was such a wonderful place when I first came that I wanted to
write a song about it,” Jo Anne explained. “And I still think it is wonderful,” she added.
As Jo Anne played, I stood next to her and looked out at the audience of 4th graders. Bodies were
still. Faces were intense and serious, totally opposite the look of a typical 10-year-old out on the
playground. Jo Anne’s song connected the room. Her slender fingers touched the keys of the keyboard
precisely, as her beautiful, pristine voice caught our hearts. Tears began to well up in some students’
and teachers’ eyes. Her lyrics resonated deep within us as she crooned, “We’re just like anyone else,
only we can’t see.”
When the song ended, the crowd erupted in applause, celebrating Jo Anne. We had come to
appreciate how far she had come from less than 3 pounds at birth to a mountain of strength and
warmth, determined to see light, despite darkness, hope despite challenges, and humor in driving a car
without sight.
Camino Grove Elementary School
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SCRIP Contest Winner
Congratulations to Hui Zhou, new scrip customer and
parent of one of our Kindergarteners, who won our
January SCRIP promotion. She received Complimentary
Meal Passes to Souplantation.
Thank you to our community for your support of the
SCRIP program which benefits our school and helps
enhance our programs.
In this time of budget
uncertainties, the support we receive from your
purchase of SCRIP is vital to help maintain the
excellence of our school programs.
Remember, SCRIP is available for purchase every day in
the school office. We have a wide variety of market and
specialty SCRIP for you to choose from, and now we
have Panera and Chipotle! It makes a great gift, and we
even have complimentary gift card envelopes available
for your convenience! For information about registering
your market and credit cards, please visit
www.escrip.com, or www.ralphs.com for Ralphs.
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